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Australian War College Visits Naval Base Guam 
By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class (SW) Corey Hensley 
U.S. Naval Base Guam Public Affairs
SANTA RITA, GUAM (April 17, 2012) – U.S. Naval Base Guam (NBG) welcomed members of the Australian Defense Force Centre for Strategic and Defense Studies (CDSS) for joint-service overview briefs and a tour of the base April 13.

The CDSS, which is essentially the Australian version the U.S. war college program, consists of more than 45 senior officers preparing for a star rank by taking a one year of training lessons called Defense and Strategic Studies Course (DSSC).

“We’re part of a regional study tour,” said Maj. Gen. Craig Orme, commander of the Australian Defense Conference. “Now we’re visiting Guam as part of the U.S. strategic response to the challenges [the U.S.] is facing in region security.”

According to the CDSS mission statement, their goal is to provide officers of the Australian Defense Force (ADF), the Australian Public Service and overseas participants, such as officers from allied militaries, with the knowledge and skills required by commanders, strategic leaders and managers engaged in national security issues.

“Australia and the U.S. in this region have long been partners, all the way back to the second world war, where the U.S. was key in securing Australia’s defense,” Orme said.  “Since then we’ve been close partners, both in this region, but also in Iraq, Afghanistan and Vietnam. So it’s a long and enduring partnership.”

The official party arrived on base in the morning and was escorted to Molly McGee’s Irish Pub where Cmdr. Christopher Flis, executive officer of NBG, introduced himself on behalf of the command.

“We always enjoy having our allies in to see what’s going on in Guam, and give them our view on how important the island is in this area of the world,” Flis said. “There really is no substitute for having face-to-face meetings where you can actually meet folks and talk about things that are important to both of you.”

Several briefs were held by U.S. Navy Capt. Daniel Cuff, Joint Guam Program Office Forward, and Col. Theodore Corallo, Andersen Air Force Base 36th Operations Group.  Flis closed out the briefs with an overview of NBG and its tenant commands.

“Guam is a very strategic location for this part of the world,” Flis said. “We have a lot of countries come in for ship visits, so to actually talk to [allies] about some of the current issues and the geo-political climate is always a good thing.”

After the briefs the official party boarded their buses for a base windshield tour.  An extensive lunch buffet at Molly’s allowed the group to relax before meeting their spouses for some shopping at the Navy Exchange.

“The key issue in military-to-military relationships are people,” Orme said. “So we get to come and get our boots on the ground, and mix your people with our people, and build those personal relationships, those personal friendships, but also get a sense of what it’s like to live here on the island, to see what a great opportunity it is to serve here, and see how strategically important Guam is to our regional defense.”
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