
By Airman 1st Class Daniel Burkhardt
11th Wing Public Affairs

The U.S. Air Force Honor Guard Drill
Team outperformed the Army, Navy, Ma-
rine Corps, Merchant Marines and Coast
Guard teams in the fourth annual Joint
Service Drill Team Competition in Wash-

ington D.C. April 14.
In a symphony of discipline and preci-

sion, the U.S. armed forces’most elite drill
teams gathered at the Thomas Jefferson
Memorial to compete for the title of the
“best of the best.”

For the Air Force team, however, some-
thing went dangerously wrong during the

competition.
“I had a broken weapon,” said Senior

Airman Christopher Martinez-Hernandez,
a U.S. Air Force Honor Guard Drill Team
member. “Three or four people were ex-
changing with it, and at first it was just
cracked. But, after it was butted on the

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class
(AW) Jason Swink

Commander Submarine Squadron 15 Public Af-
fairs

U
SS Chicago (SSN 721) ar-
rived in Guam April 19
where it will be assigned
to Commander, Submarine
Squadron 15 as one of

three forward-deployed submarines.
Chicago replaces USS Houston (SSN

713), a fast-attack submarine that transferred

to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in January.
Cmdr. Nick Tilbrook, Chicago’s com-

manding officer, thanked attendees for the
warm welcome and the support in ensuring
a smooth transition. 

“This has been a long time coming,”
Tilbrook said, “For the last two years, Chica-
go has been in Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
going through a very demanding mainte-
nance period.”

Chicago completed an engineered refuel-
ing overhaul in October at the shipyard.
While in overhaul, the ship’s systems were

upgraded to ensure Chicago will be able to
meet future tasking being forward deployed
to Guam.

“You have joined a small but distinguished
group who play a vital role in promoting
peace, stability and security in the very dy-
namic Asia-Pacific region,” said Rear Adm.
Paul Bushong, commander of Joint Region
Marianas, during the arrival ceremony. “Each
underway and deployment you make en-
sures the security of America and its citizens

Scan for direct links to
Joint Region Marianas

facebook.com/jrmguam

twitter.com/jrmguam

youtube.com/jrmguam

cnic.navy.mil/marianas

See Chicago, Page 7
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Pulling Into Port: The Los Angeles class fast-attack submarine USS Chicago (SSN 721) arrives at her new homeport, on U.S. Naval Base Guam April 19, after complet-
ing a change of homeport from Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Chicago is assigned to Submarine Squadron 15, the Navy’s only forward deployed submarine squadron, providing
maintenance, training, logistics and administrative support for the submarines assigned to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 3rd Class Corey Hensley/Released

See Team, Page 7
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By Special Agent Tracy Allende
Air Force Office of Special Investigations 

The Air Force Office of Special Investi-
gations (AFOSI) Det. 602 is seeking quali-
fied Airmen interested in pur-
suing a challenging and re-
warding career as a federal
law enforcement agent in the
United States Air Force. 

Enlisted Airmen may 
apply for special-agent duty once they've
first served in another career field.  

Those eligible are:
• Staff sergeants with less than 10 years

time in service
• Technical sergeants with less than 1

year time in grade and less than 11 years
time in service.  
• Senior Airmen are accepted on a case

by case basis. (If you have a line number for
staff Sergeant, you will be considered 
as such)

• First-term Airman are releasable from
their current career field, but must be with-
in retraining window.
• Career Airman are releasable with the

approval of your career field manager.
• Current active duty officers may also

retrain into OSI from most career fields:
• Company Grade Officers with no more

than six years total active commissioned
service.
• Must have less than 12 years total ac-

tive federal military service.

• Officers must also obtain release from
career field   through their Air Force Person-
nel Center functional manager.

Applications can be accepted up to 10-13
months prior to date eligible to return from

overseas.
AFOSI trainees attend the

federal law enforcement
training center for 11 weeks
of federal law enforcement
training with an additional

eight weeks of AFOSI specific training.
Recruitment briefings are scheduled for

May 1 at 2 p.m. and May 2 at 9 a.m. Both
events will be held at the Top of The Rock
ballroom.

Individuals not able to attend the briefin-
gs and who are interested in a career as an
AFOSI Special Agent can contact AFOSI
Det. 602 at 366-2987 for a recruitment pack-
age. For more information on AFOSI , vis-
it http://www.osi.andrews.af.mil .

NEWS NOTES
Job Announcements
Interested individuals can view available 
v a c a n c i e s  b y  v i s i t i n g  t h e  We b  s i t e  a t  a t
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/Marianas/index.htm or at
https://chart.donhr.navy.mil. For more information, call
349-6119/2224.

Providing Cyber-Warriors’ Needs
The Defense Information System Agency (DISA) Guam field
office at U.S. Naval Computer and Telecommunications Sta-
tion Guam will be hosting the Defense Information Sys-
tem Network (DISN) course on Andersen Air Force Base
from May 2-4. The DISN data services course is designed to
help military departments and Department of Defense
(DoD) agencies throughout the world to optimize their use
of DISN services. These services are major components of
the global information grid are building blocks for the C4I
support to the nation’s war fighters. The DISN data service
course is open to all DoD services, agencies and their con-
tractors. Each participant receives an up-to-date copy of the
DISN services reference book. For more information visit
http://www.disa.mil/news/training/disn-services-train-
ing-course. To register for the course e-mail disa-
guam@disa.mil or call 355-5658. Be sure to include your
name, rank/grade, organization and e-mail address. 

USO International Asian Bazaar
Don’t miss the annual International Asian Bazaar hosted by
the Guam USO. The event will be held May 4-6 at the Top
O’ the Mar. There will be Asian designs and decor by inter-
national and local artists including furniture imports from
Asian and Indonesia, fine Oriental rugs and antiques, ce-
ramics, paintings, woodwork, jewelry, porcelain and more!
All proceeds to benefit the Guam naval Officers’ Spouse
Connection and the Guam USO. For more information, call
647-4876.

USO Golf For Our Heroes
Join the Guam USO and Golf For Our Heroes May 12 at the
Onward Talofofo Golf Course. Fees are $125 per person and
$250 per two-man team which include green fee, cart, re-
freshments, awards banquet and two raffle tickets. There
will be prizes and trophies for the top three low net and first
low gross, and closest to the line and pin. Showtime is
11:30 a.m. and go-time is at 12:30 p.m. Space is limited to
the first 144 paid golfers and/or first 72 teams. Please reg-
ister and make payment by May 4 at the Guam USO locat-
ed on the ground floor of the Royal Orchid Hotel in Tumon.
For more information, call 647-4876.

SCHOOL BULLETIN
School bulletin aims to promote educational activities in the
Navy and Air Force communities. If you know of an educa-
tion-related event that you would like to include, send it to
jointregionedge@fe.navy.mil or call 349-2115. 

Guam CPOA Scholarships Due  
Guam CPOA scholarships are due no later than May 15.
Candidates eligible for a scholarship award should be a
graduating senior attending Guam High School (GHS), who
is a dependent child (natural born, adopted or stepchild)
of an active duty Navy enlisted Sailor. For more information,
contact Rolyn Hollister, GHS counselor at 344-7247. 

Phone Numbers
Andersen Elementary School: 366-1511
Andersen Middle School: 366-3880/5793
Cmdr. William C. McCool Elementary/Middle School: 339-
8676
Guam High School: 344-7410

MWR HAPPENINGS
U.S. Naval Base Guam
Fleet and Family Support Center Classes
May 1: Developing a spending plan from 11 a.m.
-12:30 p.m.
May3: Couple’s communication workshop from 4-6 p.m.
Call 333-2056/7 for more information. 

Cinco de Mayo 
Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with live music  from the band
Empty Pockets, enjoy a fiest plate and some Cinco de Mayo
favorites. The fun starts at 7 p.m. May 5 at Molly McGees.
For more information, call 564-1834.

Mother’s Day Brunch 
Treat mom to a delicious brunch at Top O’ the Mar May 13
at 10:30 a.m. Enjoy entertainment from a live band and a
professional photographer that will be open to all cus-
tomers. Adults are $27.95, children ages five to 11 are
$13.95 and children under four years of age eat free. Re-
serve your table by May 4 by calling 472-4606/7 or 688-
3634. 

36th FSS HAPPENINGS
Andersen Air Force Base 
Airman and Family Readiness Center Classes
May 1: Personal finance management refresher from 

1-2 p.m.
May 3: Basic budgeting from 1-2 p.m.
For more information, call 366-8136

Andersen’s Got Talent
If you’ve got talent, enter the “Andersen’s Got Talent’ con-
test scheduled for May 5 at 7 p.m. at Bamboo Willies. There
will be several categories including ages nine to 13, 14-17
and 18 and older. All contestants must be eligible Morale,
Welfare and Recreation patrons. For more information
and/or to register, call 366-2339.

Cinco de Mayo
Enjoy Cinco de Mayo at Bamboo Willies May 5 from 5:30-
11 p.m. There will be Mexican-style fiesta complete with
a taco bar and homemade salsa. A DJ will be on hand play-
ing your favorite Latino hits. The fiesta is $9.95 for club
members, $11.95 for non-members and free for children
ages five and under. For more information, call 366-6166.

Mother’s Day Brunch 
A special Mother’s Day brunch will be held at Top of the Rock
May 13 from 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Enjoy favorite break-
fast and lunch dishes including omelet, waffle and dessert
stations. Brunch is $23.95 for club members, $26.95 for
non-members anf ree for children ages five and under.
Reservations are required and must be made by May 11. For
more information, call 366-6166.

SPORTS SHORTS 
U.S. Naval Base Guam 
Latte Stone Cup Qualifier
Calling all Navy active duty, retirees, and Navy reservists.
It’s the Navy vs. Air Force. The Latte Stone Cup Qualifier for
the Navy team will take place between  April 30-May 6. The
team will consists of 15 Navy players along with one golf
manager and two alternates. Players must call and sign
up prior to their qualifying round. Fee is $45 per player (in-
cludes green fees and cart fees) per qualifying attempt.
Players may attempt to qualify as many times as they wish,
additional fees will apply. Deadline to register is May 6.
Call  344-5838 to schedule your qualifying round.

Black Drongo 5K
Take part in the fourth annual Black Drongo 5K May 11 at
the Charles King Fitness Center (CKFC) parking lot. Show-
time is at 5 p.m. and go time is at 5:30 p.m. For more in-
formation, call 685-5237 or 333-2049.

Triple Play 3X3 Basketball 
Join the Triple Play 3X3 basketball tournament to be held
June 1 at the Charles King Fitness Center. Participants must
be at least 13 years old and each team must have three play-
ers and at least one teen participant. Fee is $5 per team. For
more information, call 564-1844/5.

Andersen Air Force Base
Health and Fitness Fair 
To kick off May Fitness Month, the Coral Reef Fitness Cen-
ter will host the annual Health and Fitness Fair May 1 from
10 a.m.-1 p.m. The fair will feature a number of agencies
who will be available to provide information on nutrition-
al classes, exercise clubs, fitness programs and much more.
For more information, call 366-6100.

movies •movies• movies
The Big Screen Theater
APRIL 27 (FRIDAY)
4 PM DR. SEUSS: “THE LORAX” PG
7 PM PRECIOUS R
9:30 PM THIS MEANS WAR PG-13

APRIL 28 (SATURDAY)
1 PM TYLER PERRY’S “GOOD DEEDS” PG-13
3:30 PM GHOST RIDER: PG-13

SPIRIT OF VENGEANCE
7 PM THE VOW PG-13

APRIL 29 (SUNDAY)
1 PM JOURNEY 2: PG

“MYSTERIOUS ISLAND”
3:30 PM GONE PG-13
7 PM ACT OF VALOR R

Movie Hotline 564-1831 U.S. Naval Base Guam

Meehan Theater - TEMPORARILY CLOSED

CornerCOMMUNITY
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looking to recruit agents

Joint Region Edge is an authorized publication for
overseas members of the U.S. military and their

families. Contents of this publication are not neces-
sarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the Department of Defense, or Guam
Publications, Inc. The appearance of advertising in the
publication, including inserts or supplements, does
not constitute endorsement by the Department of
Defense, Commander, Joint Region Marianas of the
products or services advertised. Everything adver-
tised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race,
color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any oth-
er nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
Joint Region Edge is published by Guam Publica-
tions, Inc., a private firm in no way connected with
the Department of Defense, the U.S. Navy, or the
U.S. Air Force, under exclusive contract with the Com-
mander, Navy Region Marianas, located in Bldg. 200.
Editorial material is due at noon on the Thursday be-
fore publication date. All classified advertisements are
due no later than 3 p.m. on the Tuesday the week pri-
or to publication. Joint Region Edge reserves the
right to edit, rewrite or reject material submitted for
publication. 

Joint Region Edge

Rear Adm. Paul J. Bushong, USN 
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By Mass Communication 2nd Class (SW)
Gabrielle Blake

Joint Region Edge Staff

Yeoman 3rd Class Christopher O’Neal
was selected as Joint Region Marianas’
(JRM) Bluejacket of the Year for fiscal year
2011.  

“It’s an honor,” O’Neal said. “I truly
think I deserved it and powers that be at the
command thought I deserved it and that
made me feel really good.”

It is no surprise that he was also select-
ed as a top performer.

“YN3 is a hard worker and a great
Sailor,” said Yeoman 1st Class (AW) Mon-
ica Batts, O’Neal’s leading petty officer.
“He goes the extra mile and always gives
100 percent.” 

Indianapolis native, O’Neal, joined the
Navy in April 2009.  

“I wanted my family to be taken care of
whenever I decided to have one,” he said.
“I wanted to get my degree and I wanted
to travel the world.”

O’Neal works in the administrative de-
partment at JRM where he constantly han-
dles paperwork such as award letters, eval-
uations, naval messages and much more.

Aside from his actual job, he is on the
battle watch team where he plays a role in
exercises and drills that occur around the is-
land.  He is also a part of the burial detail.

O’Neal said he enjoys the lifestyle he
has in the Navy and hopes to one day be
picked up for officer through the Seaman-
to-Admiral program.
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JRM Sailor receives Sexual
assault message

to Airmen

Airman 1st Class Mariah Haddenham
36th Wing Public Affairs

Senior Airman Juana Serrano, Wing Staff Tax
Center manager, was awarded Team Andersen’s
Best on Andersen Air Force Base (AFB) April
13.

“Airman Serrano has been preparing for her
position since November [20]11,” said Master
Sgt. Ralph Oliver and Master Sgt. Judy Bland,
Serrano’s supervisors.    

“Completely aware of the challenges she faced
running an office, alone as a Senior Airman, she

learned tax laws and rules on her own,” com-
mented her supervisors. “Airman Serrano also
assisted in the training of volunteers, thereby en-
suring everyone could work together as a team
for the benefit of the Airmen.”

Along with supervising over 30 volunteers at
the tax center, Serrano is thorough with her work
while bringing Airmen excellent results.

“Airman Serrano reviews every tax form filled
out on a daily basis, ensuring there are no errors,
so there will be no delays in the refunds of An-
dersen AFB Airmen,” Oliver and Bland said. “To
date, Airman Serrano has ensured that the Instant

Revenue Service approved over $384,000 in re-
funds, an excellent accomplishment for such a
young Airman.”

Andersen’s Best is a recognition program
which highlights a top performer from the 36th
Wing. 

Each week, supervisors nominate a member of
their team for outstanding performance and the
wing commander presents the selected
Airman/civilian with an award.

To nominate your Airmen/civilian for Ander-
sen’s Best, contact your unit chief or superintend-
ent explaining their accomplishments.

Senior Airman Juana Serrano
Best: Senior Airman Juana Serrano, Wing Staff
Tax Center manager, was awarded Team Ander-
sen’s Best on Andersen Air Force Base April 13.
Andersen's Best is a recognition program which
highlights a top performer from the 36th Wing.
Each week, supervisors nominate a member of
their team for outstanding performance and the
wing commander presents the selected Air-
man/civilian with an award. To nominate your
Airmen/civilian for Andersen's Best, contact your
unit chief or superintendent explaining their ac-
complishments.  U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st
Class Mariah Haddenham/Released

Successful Sailor: Yeoman 3rd Class Christopher O'Neal, Joint Region Marianas (JRM) command community service co-
ordinator, works hard to fulfill his day-to-day activities at the JRM headquarters in Nimitz Hill April 20. O'neal was select-
ed as JRM's Bluejacket of the Year for fiscal year 2011. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Gabrielle
Blake/Released

Andersen’s Best:

By Gen. Norton A. Schwartz
U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff

Sexual Assault Awareness Month re-
minds us to renew our collective and in-
dividual commitment to our core val-
ues and to focus on promoting an en-
vironment that prevents sexual assault.
Sexual assault is criminal behavior that
violates the basic tenets of our profes-
sion. There is no place in our Air Force
for this crime.

All Airmen have an enduring respon-
sibility to foster a climate of dignity
and respect, and one that fosters an en-
vironment of accountability in which
victims feel comfortable coming for-
ward. We will support and protect the
rights of victims and we will provide the
best medical, legal, and investigative
services available in both the military
and civilian communities. As wingmen
and engaged bystanders, we must also
intervene when we recognize a poten-
tially unsafe situation emerge so that
we ensure the well-being of all Airmen. 

Sexual assault directly undermines
our core values, erodes the trust and
confidence upon which our institution
is built, and diminishes our mission
readiness. I expect each member of our
great Air Force to promote and ensure
a culture that does not tolerate sexual as-
sault, not now, not ever.

bluejacket of the year

           



By Airman 1st Class Mariah 
Haddenham

36th Wing Public Affairs 

With grime under their nails and
sweat on their brow, Airmen as-
signed to the 36th Civil Engineer
Squadron (CES), more commonly
known as the “Dirt Boyz,” constant-
ly work to keep Andersen’s mis-
sion going. 

Along with their other day-to-
day tasks, the Dirt Boyz also man-
age the recycling area at the sanitary
landfill.

“Our shop maintains the landfill
and all the green waste, wood pal-
lets, rock and dirt piles,” said Senior
Airman Joshua Smith, a Dirt Boy
with the 36th CES.  “Instead of hav-
ing the material hauled off base, it
can be reused.” 

Any money saved by these recy-
cling efforts directly benefits the
service members of Andersen Air
Force Base.

By not paying for the cost of

disposing the recycling materials
and trash off base, the money can
be put toward community outreach
programs and quality of life projects
for Airmen, said Russell Grossley,
chief of Pollution Prevention in the
environmental office at Andersen.

Currently, the Dirt Boyz have
been working with a recently re-
paired tub grinder and rock crush-
er to maximize their recycling ef-
forts. 

“The tub grinder turns wood and

green waste into mulch that can be
used throughout the base,” said Se-
nior Airman Matthew Moore, a Dirt
Boy with 36th CES. “By our shop
doing that, it saves the Air Force
upwards of thousands of dollars
from having it hauled on base com-
mercially and provides free mulch
to the base community.” 

Green waste collected by the
shop and base pride team is trans-
ported to the sanitary landfill where
it can be recycled. 

“Due to recycling, we had a cost
avoidance of $800,000 last year,”
Grossley said. 

36th CES also saves money by
producing their base coarse, which
is similar to sand, from recycled
materials.

“The rock crusher takes dirt,
sand, pieces of concrete and rocks,
and crushes them into base coarse
that we turn around and use as sub
grade before we pour concrete,”
Moore said.

Along with saving the Air Force
money, Dirt Boyz keep the base in
pristine condition; all with a shop
consisting of fewer than 30 mem-
bers.

Upcoming projects for the Dirt
Boyz include installing an addi-
tional personnel gate at the base
dog park; five personnel gates at
the Mt. Santa Rosa Aircraft Radar
Tower to help firefighting person-
nel fight grass fires more safely
and effectively; and pouring a con-
crete foundation for the security
inspection area at the main gate.

With the assistance and support
from the Dirt Boyz, Andersen is
kept at a strong readiness posture,
ready for tomorrow’s fight.

Working year round outdoors
in Guam’s tropical climate the Dirt
Boyz beat the sun out of bed, roll
up their sleeves and get the job
done. In a career field not meant
for the faint of heart, these elite
Airmen ensure Andersen runs like
a well-oiled machine.

By Senior Airman Veronica 
McMahon

36th Wing Public Affairs

Members of Team Andersen
will have the opportunity to dis-
pose of unwanted or unused pre-
scription drugs in a safe and appro-
priate environment during the Na-
tional Drug Take Back Initiative
April 28 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Andersen will provide two

medication drop-off sites for in-
dividuals who already have base
access. One collection site will be
at the entrance of the Andersen
Exchange, and the second collec-
tion site will be at the commis-
sary.

“This is important because pre-
scription drug abuse is growing in
homes,” said Capt. Rebekah
Mooney, 36th Medical Support
Squadron Pharmacy Services of-

ficer in charge. “The point is to
get prescription medications out
of the house and out of the hands
of children.”  

The initiative is designed to
raise awareness and increase edu-
cation about prescription drug
abuse, an issue that often goes un-
recognized.

Being a success in the past, this
is the third drug take back Guam
has hosted since 2010.   

“It is important people lock up
their medications and dispose of
them properly,” Mooney said.
“This will give people a chance
to come by and drop off the med-
ications in large bins where the
process is anonymous.” 

There will also be other drop-
off locations such as the second
floor of the Micronesia Mall, the
first floor of the Agana Shopping
Center and the U.S. Naval Base

Guam Navy Exchange food court.  
Prescription and over-the-

counter solid dosage medications
such as tablets and capsules will be
accepted. However, intra-venous
solutions, injectables and needles
will not be accepted; illicit sub-
stances such as marijuana or
methamphetamine are not a part of
this initiative.

For more information, visit
www.dea.gov. 
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Team Andersen
to welcome National Drug Take Back

Above: An Airman from the 36th Civil Engineer Squadron horizontal shop re-
cycles used wood from the sanitary landfill on Andersen Air Force Base March
20. The wood and debris being recycled is picked up by the base pride detail
team that travels throughout Andersen collecting trash and recyclables. U.S.
A i r  Fo rce  p h o to  by  A i r m a n  1 s t  C l a s s  M a r i a h  Ha d d e n h a m / R e l e a s e d

Left: An Airman from the 36th Civil Engineer Squadron remove debris from
the sanitary landfill on Andersen Air Force Base March 20. The “Dirt Boyz”
from the 36th Civil Engineer Squadron conduct several cost efficient projects
to enhance the mission capabilities and beautification around the base. U.S.
Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Mariah Haddenham/Released

recycle and reuse
Dirt Boyz

PDN

           



By Airman 1st Class Mariah 
Haddenham

36th Wing Public Affairs

The 69th Expeditionary Bomb
Squadron from Minot Air Force
Base (AFB), N.D., has arrived to
support U.S. Pacific Command’s
continuous bomber presencπe
(CBP) on Andersen AFB.

Since 2004, Andersen has played
host to the CBP after Pacific Air
Forces began routinely deploying
B-1, B-2 and B-52 bomber aircraft
to Guam on a rotational basis. The
rotation of bomber aircraft is de-
signed to enhance regional security
and demonstrate the United States’
commitment to stability in the Asia-
Pacific region.

“We will be here for approxi-
mately six months, living and work-
ing on Andersen and conducting
missions in the Pacific theater,” said

Capt. Ryan Loucks, 69th EBS pilot. 
Part of the CBP is to show allies

that the B-52s are always here and
ready to support them.

“We fly missions to areas all
around the pacific during all hours
of the day and night, allowing our
allies to see that the B-52’s are al-
ways here and always ready,”
Loucks said. “This also allows any
potential adversaries in the pacific
theater to see that we are always
ready to bring long-range combat
capability to their doorstep should
they action against the United States
or our allies.”

The environment in Guam,
which differs greatly from that of
Minot AFB, provides an excellent
training opportunity for the 69th

EBS.
“Andersen really is the ideal en-

vironment for training because we
have a chance to interact with oth-
er branches of the military and oth-
er nation’s air and ground forces in
combat training operations,” Loucks
said.  

This deployment is set apart from
others because of the anniversary
of the B-52, but also because of the
aircrew with the 69th EBS.

“I think this deployment with the
69th EBS is unique from an aircrew
perspective in that we have a very
young crew force with us,” Loucks
said. “The majority of the aircrew
have never deployed with the B-52
before and this is their first oppor-
tunity to train for combat operations

with the host of assets and other air-
craft platforms. This will be a great
opportunity for them to ‘sharpen the
sword’and showcase the B-52 com-
bat capability not only to the Pacif-
ic Theatre but to other communities
in the Air Force and our brothers
and sisters in the other services.”

The 69th EBS will also be active
in the community while on Guam.

“Many members in the 69th EBS
will be volunteering in the commu-
nity and allowing the local people on
Guam to see that we are here for
not only the betterment of the Pacif-
ic theatre, but for the island of Guam
as well,” Loucks said.

Lt. Col. Douglas Gosney, 69th
EBS commander, also spoke enthu-
siastically of the deployment. 

“We are excited to be here and
look forward to becoming part of
Team Andersen and the local com-
munity,” Gosney said.”To that end,
the 69th EBS has already logged
several hours of volunteer work
within the local community and look
forward to future efforts during the
deployment.”

The upcoming months look
promising for the 69th EBS in train-
ing and deployment experience in an
environment unlike any found in
the continental U.S.

“The training opportunities avail-
able to us here are incredible and
I’m confident we will leave here as
a better trained, more capable, more
lethal crew force,” Gosney said .
“The Knight Hawks stand ready to
execute the mission across the entire
spectrum of engagement, be it deter-
rence, presence or combat 
operations.”

By Airman 1st Class Mariah 
Haddenham

36th Wing Public Affairs

People in Guam are now banned
from using cell phones while driving.  

Though the ban on cell phones
while driving is new to the island of

Guam, Andersen has had a similar
policy for years.

“Cell phone use while driving has
been illegal on base since 2006,”
said Master Sgt. David Squires, 36th
Security Forces Squadron. “I defi-
nitely approve of the new policy in
Guam; most accidents are caused

by distractions.” 
Put into effect March 28, Guam

law calls for public awareness and
education of these new restrictions.

The first offense will result in a
fine of no less than $100. Repeat of-
fenders will receive a fine of $500
and if the violation results in a traf-

fic collision the fine would be no
less than $1,000 with the possibili-
ty of having their driving privileges
revoked.

The law however does allow for
the use of hands-free devices and it
exempts emergency calls made from
the driver’s vehicle.
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from cell phone use on Guam

Andersen welcomes 69th EBS

Policy bans drivers

By Kevin D. Evans
Joint Region Marianas Energy 

Manager 

Although Earth day is over, let’s
not hang up our environmental caps
and consider we’ve done our bit
for the year. As Kermit the Frog
says, “It isn’t easy being green.”
Being sustainable and acting sus-
tainably takes commitment. Here

are some things to help
us all continue to be

green. 
Please con-

sider rideshar-
ing. Check with

you base rideshare coordinator to
take advantage of carpooling, re-
ducing gas (we know gas prices
aren’t getting cheaper), and cama-
raderie. If that isn’t an option, how
about riding your bicycle? I do oc-
casionally and enjoy it when I can. 

Compact fluorescent lamps are
available not only at the exchange,
but also at the commissary and
housing self-help centers, as well,
for military housing residents. By
the way, incandescent light bulbs
are no longer authorized in mili-
tary housing. 

Yes, “it isn’t easy being green,”
it takes commitment by everyone,
but is something we all can do to
help and we can, all of us, make for
a sustainable future. Finally, we
hope everyone had an enjoyable
Earth Day, and month, and our
thanks to all who participated in
the events such as the beach
cleanups, the fun runs and the 
other wonderful events. 

Stay
green
all year long

Cell Phones:  People in Guam are prohibited from us-
ing cell phones while driving. The law however does al-
low for the use of hands-free devices and it exempts
emergency calls made from the driver's vehicle. U.S.
Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Alexandre Montes/Released

           



By Jeffrey N. Meyer
36th Wing Historian 

April 15, 1952 marked the very
first flight of a B-52 Stratofortress,
almost twelve years later, March 29,
1964, the first B-52 landed at Ander-
sen Air Force Base (AFB) which
started the legacy of the Big Ugly
Fat/Flying Fellow (BUFF) on the
base. 

The first B-52B that arrived at
Andersen, named the “City of El
Paso,” was the first of many B-52
models to call Andersen home over
the years. 

The following are the different
models that visited the base over the
years: 
• From 1964-1965: B-52B and

RB-52 models replaced B-47s on
reflex alert duty during the Cold
War. 
• From 1965-1967: B-52Fs with

South Bay and Sun Bath modifica-

tions arrived at Andersen. These
modifications were designed to in-
crease their standard bomb capaci-
ty from 27 to 51 bombs specifical-
ly for use during the Vietnam War. 
• From 1966-1983:B-52Ds with

Big Belly modifications arrived.
This modification increased the con-
ventional payload capacity to a max-
imum of 84,500 pounds of bombs
loaded internally with an addition-
al 24,750 pounds of bombs loaded
externally on the wing pods. These
B-52s became the workhorses of
Arc Light missions during the Viet-
nam War. 
• 1970: AB-52E arrived on An-

dersen and became the ground train-
er airframe. At the time, Es were
outdated and sent to the bone yard
or became ground trainers at B-52
bases. 
• From 1972-1973 and 1983-

1990: B-52Gs first arrived as part of
Air Force’s Operation Bullet Shot
and Linebacker’s I and II. With 153

B-52s on the ramp, Andersen be-
came the single largest source of
combat airpower the world has ever
seen.These B-52s did not all stay
and it wasn’t until 1983 that these
aircraft became permanently sta-
tioned here until 1990. 
• From February 22, 2004–pres-

ent: B-52Hs arrive as part of the
Continuous Bomber Presence. Of
note the first combat mission for the
“H” model was Operation Desert
Strike in 1996 which also flew from
Andersen against Saddam Hussein’s
regime in Iraq.

Andersen is also home to sever-
al legacies and stories about the B-
52s and their crews over the last 48
years. 

In recent memory, on Liberation
Day, July 21, 2008, the base suf-
fered a tragic loss when six
crewmembers of a B-52H, call sign
Raider 21, were lost about 30 miles
northwest of Guam. Many may not
know this, but Raider 21 is one of

five B-52s lost from accidents in the
waters around Guam over the air-
craft’s history here. Additionally,
during the Vietnam War a total of 12
B-52s left Andersen for Arc Light
missions and never came back.    

There is one B-52 heritage item
that still intrigues both Airmen and
visitors alike on Andersen. That is
the mystery of the Old 100 Relic, the
large remnant of a B-52 tail section
in the boonies on Perimeter Road
near Tarague Beach. There were
seven B-52s scrapped on the base
from 1974-1991; of those was the
famous Old 100, the original Arc
Light Memorial display aircraft.
When its tail section was rediscov-
ered in 1997 many people had a nat-
ural proclivity to call it Old 100. Un-
fortunately it isn’t the B-52D #55-
0100 that was the Old 100 Arc Light
Memorial aircraft.  

The last untold B-52 legacy on
Andersen is that of the Grey Ghost.
Of the seven B-52s that were

scrapped here, three were called
“Grey Ghosts” because of their old
weathered faded paint scheme. All
three were used as ground training
airframes. The “RB” started the cy-
cle in 1965, the lone “E” in 1970 and
the “F” in 1976 all took turns as the
ground training aircraft. 

So, which “Grey Ghost” left its
remnants in the boonies? The lone
B-52E, in 1975 had its tail cut off so
the fuselage could be used for fire-
fighting and rescue training. On
May 21, 1976, Typhoon Pamela and
its 150 mph winds flipped the “Grey
Ghost” over on its top. The tail sec-
tion located near the fire training
center tumbled or slid across the
street into the boonies where it rests
today.

These stories make up part of the
enduring legacy of B-52s at Ander-
sen, of which there will be many
more if the BUFF remains in the
Air Force inventory until 2040 as it
is currently scheduled.  
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Sea Food: The crew of submarine tender USS Emory S. Land (AS 39) participates in a
“steel beach picnic”hosted by Morale Welfare and Recreation committee April 14. Land
is on an extended deployment to Guam serving as 7th Fleet's lead afloat maintenance
activity from the ship's permanent homeport of Diego Garcia.  U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist Seaman Apprentice Samuel Souvannason/Released

Happy 60th Birthday B-52
48 years of history at Andersen AFB

Sailors enjoy lunch
on Emory S. Land 

On the Flightline: A U.S. Air Force (USAF) B-2 Spirit stealth bomber taxis onto the flightline at Andersen
Air Force Base (AFB) in support of exercise Coronet Bugle 49.  The B-2 is deployed to Andersen from White-
man AFB, Mo.  Close by are B-52 Stratofortress bomber aircraft. Photo courtesy of the U.S. Air Force

           



By Airman 1st Class Daniel Burkhardt
11th Wing Public Affairs

The U.S. Air Force Honor Guard Drill
Team outperformed the Army, Navy, Ma-
rine Corps, Merchant Marines and Coast
Guard teams in the fourth annual Joint
Service Drill Team Competition in Wash-

ington D.C. April 14.
In a symphony of discipline and preci-

sion, the U.S. armed forces’most elite drill
teams gathered at the Thomas Jefferson
Memorial to compete for the title of the
“best of the best.”

For the Air Force team, however, some-
thing went dangerously wrong during the

competition.
“I had a broken weapon,” said Senior

Airman Christopher Martinez-Hernandez,
a U.S. Air Force Honor Guard Drill Team
member. “Three or four people were ex-
changing with it, and at first it was just
cracked. But, after it was butted on the

By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class
(AW) Jason Swink

Commander Submarine Squadron 15 Public Af-
fairs

U
SS Chicago (SSN 721) ar-
rived in Guam April 19
where it will be assigned
to Commander, Submarine
Squadron 15 as one of

three forward-deployed submarines.
Chicago replaces USS Houston (SSN

713), a fast-attack submarine that transferred

to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in January.
Cmdr. Nick Tilbrook, Chicago’s com-

manding officer, thanked attendees for the
warm welcome and the support in ensuring
a smooth transition. 

“This has been a long time coming,”
Tilbrook said, “For the last two years, Chica-
go has been in Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
going through a very demanding mainte-
nance period.”

Chicago completed an engineered refuel-
ing overhaul in October at the shipyard.
While in overhaul, the ship’s systems were

upgraded to ensure Chicago will be able to
meet future tasking being forward deployed
to Guam.

“You have joined a small but distinguished
group who play a vital role in promoting
peace, stability and security in the very dy-
namic Asia-Pacific region,” said Rear Adm.
Paul Bushong, commander of Joint Region
Marianas, during the arrival ceremony. “Each
underway and deployment you make en-
sures the security of America and its citizens

Scan for direct links to
Joint Region Marianas

facebook.com/jrmguam

twitter.com/jrmguam

youtube.com/jrmguam

cnic.navy.mil/marianas

See Chicago, Page 7

Volume IV No. 15 Friday, April 27, 2012

USAF Honor Guard Drill Team

Guam welcomes USS Chicago

recognized as ‘best of the best’

B-52s
AF celebrates 

lends a  helping hand
PAGE  8

NAVFAC

Pulling Into Port: The Los Angeles class fast-attack submarine USS Chicago (SSN 721) arrives at her new homeport, on U.S. Naval Base Guam April 19, after complet-
ing a change of homeport from Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Chicago is assigned to Submarine Squadron 15, the Navy’s only forward deployed submarine squadron, providing
maintenance, training, logistics and administrative support for the submarines assigned to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication
Specialist 3rd Class Corey Hensley/Released

See Team, Page 7

PAGE  6
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Perfect Formation: The United States Air Force Honor Guard Drill Team competes during the Joint Service Drill Exhibition on April 14 at the Jefferson Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. Drill teams from all four branches of the American armed services competed at the event. U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Perry Aston/Released

and protects our way of life. Each
exercise in that you participate helps
strengthen our partnership with re-
gional allies and deters aggression
simply through your forward de-
ployed presence.” 

Forward-deployed submarines
are readily capable of meeting glob-
al operational requirements. Guam’s
strategic location enhances military
force flexibility and allows freedom
of action, regional engagement, cri-
sis response and deterrence, while
helping to fulfill commitments to
U.S. allies and partners to protect
the nation’s security.

“I can’t think of a better subma-
rine homeport to operate out than
here in Guam,” Tilbrook said. “The
operations out here are fantastic and
the people are so friendly. We had
a lot of people transfer to the Chica-
go because they knew the subma-
rine was coming to Guam.”

During the arrival ceremony,
Capt. Scott Minium, commander
of Submarine Squadron 15, empha-
sized the support of the local com-
munity, other commands and the
submarines’s hometown sponsors
in the 721 Club.

“You are the envy of the rest of
the submarine force when it comes
to hometown support,” Minium
said. “There is no other organization
that has anywhere near the reputa-
tion of the 721 Club when it comes
to supporting our submarines.”

The 721 Club, the successor to
the commissioning committee for
Chicago, provides support and con-
tact with the crew and families of
the submarine. The 721 Club’s ac-
tivities have included contributions
and support for the USS Chicago
Wives’ Club, holiday gifts for all
the children of the crew, “ditty bags”

of gifts and useful items for all per-
sonnel and sponsorship of an an-
nual holiday party for the officers
and crew of Chicago. 

Chicago was commissioned
1986, and is the 34th Los Angeles-
class submarine. It is the fourth ship
to bear the name of Chi-town, the
third most populous city in the U.S. 

Continued from Page 1

ground so  many
times, when I got it,
it was just done.”

Despite the unfore-
seen challenge, the
Air  Force  team
pushed on as if noth-
ing had happened.

“Military bearing,
discipline,” Martinez-
Hernandez said. “You
just got to keep going.
That’s our job.”

Their dedication to
unbreakable bearing
paid off, as the Air
Force team took first
place in the competi-
tion.

“I didn’t notice (the
broken weapon),”
sa id  Master  Sgt .
Nathan Todd, one of
the Joint Service Drill
Team Competition
judges. “Their bear-
ing was not broken
and their training pro-
pelled them to victo-
ry.”

The other services’
teams also performed
wel l ,  making  the
competition a very

close call.
“The scores were

very  c lose ,  and  I
know that I was im-
pressed  by  a  few
things from the other
branches of service,”
Todd said. “I think
this was one of the
best performances
I’ve seen from our
guys in the last two
years.”

The victory didn’t
come without a price,
as the Air Force team
put in many hours of
practice to perfect
their new routine.

“We trained for
anywhere from eight
to 12 hours a day
specifically for this,”
Martinez-Hernandez
said. “We put in a lot
of  hard work and
stayed extra hours.”

As the saying goes,
nothing good comes
easy.“Putting on this
kind of show is real-
ly rewarding,” Mar-
tinez-Hernandez said.
“That was our mis-
sion today, and that
was what we accom-
plished.”

Continued from Page 1

CHICAGO: Families, friends welcome Sailors upon arrival

Warm Welcome: Family of Sailors from the Los Angeles class fast-attack submarine USS
Chicago (SSN 721) wait on the pier as the sub prepares to dock at her new homeport, on
U.S. Naval Base Guam April 19, after completing a change of homeport Pearl Harbor. Chica-
go is assigned to Submarine Squadron 15, the Navy’s only forward deployed submarine
squadron, providing maintenance, training, logistics and administrative support for the
submarines assigned to the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility.  U.S. Navy photo by Mass Com-
munication Specialist 3rd Class Corey Hensley/Released

Reunited: Sonar Technician Submarine 3rd Class (SS) Christopher Smart, assigned to the
Los Angeles class fast-attack submarine USS Chicago (SSN 721), embraces his wife Vanes-
sa after arriving arrives at his new homeport, on U.S. Naval Base Guam April 19, after the
sub completed a change of homeport from Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 3rd Class Corey Hensley/Released

TEAM: Hardwork, dedication pays off
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All Together Now: Sailors from the Los Angeles-class submarine USS Chicago (SSN
721) pull a Boeing 737 during the United Airlines Plane Pull in Barrigada April
21U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeremy M. Starr/Released

One, Two, Three, Pull!: Soldiers from the Guam Army National Guard pull a Boe-
ing 737 during the United Airlines Plane Pull in Barrigada April 21. Military and lo-
cal community members participated in the event which challenged teams to pull
a plane, which weighed 145,000 pounds and measured up to 129 feet in length, 12
feet across the flightline. The event, themed “Towing the Line to Save Lines”, was a
fundraising event for the American Cancer Society. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communi-
cation Specialist 2nd Class Jeremy M. Starr/Released

Guam service members
participate in Plane Pull

NAVFAC Marianas cleans up sister village
By Shaina Marie Santos 
Joint Region Edge Staff

In celebration of Earth Month,
Naval Facilities and Engineering
Command (NAVFAC) Marianas
hosted a cleanup in their sister vil-
lage of  Tamuning April 21. 

Service members and communi-
ty volunteers also joined in the
cleanup efforts near the Guam
Memorial Hospital’s emergency
wing. 

NAVFAC Marianas Integrated
Solid Waste Program Manager and
event coordinator Troy Imamura
worked with the village mayor’s
office to ensure a successful event.

“Today is one of the few activ-
ities that’s going on for Earth month
and what a better choice than to
have NAVFAC partner up with
their sister village,” he said. “We
coordinated this effort with the
mayor’s office and she identified an
area where there’s just a lot of
trash.”

Layers of trash, debris and ille-
gally dumped materials found at
the site included rusted metal sheets
and pipes, polyvinyl chloride
(PVC) pipes, a variety of food
wrappers and containers. 

“This area’s been pretty much
neglected for some time, but we’re
making a difference,” Imamura
said. “It’s a lot cleaner now.”

NAVFAC Marianas Assistant
Operations Officer Lt. Cmdr. Grant
Watanabe volunteered for the
event.

“We had a pretty good turnout,
but I don’t think we have enough
people because there’s so much
trash out here,” he said. “It’s kind
of sad to see, but at least we’re put-
ting a small dent in this and we’re
making the village of Tamuning a
little nicer place in the end.”

U.S. Naval Base Guam Securi-
ty Forces Master-at-Arms 3rd Class
Michael Hobbs described the site
as trash on trash before the clean up
team began working.

“I came here a couple times and
it was pretty messy and I think we
did a pretty good job today,” Hobbs
said. “The cleanliness of a hospital
is a pretty big thing too, you’ve got
patients coming in and out of here
… I don’t think they deserve to
even be coming across a dump-
ster.”

According to Tamuning, Tumon
and Harmon Village Vice Mayor
Louise Rivera, the trash and debris

collected by volunteers was set to
be sorted afterwards for recycling
by the Guam Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

“This being our only public hos-
pital, it was very important for us…
[to] clean the areas where families
of patients park and they wait for
their loved ones to come out of the
hospital,” Rivera said. “Sometimes
it’s really overwhelming and we’re
really happy to have all the volun-
teers here.” 

Rivera added that having the
military volunteers helped strength-
en ties between military and local
communities.

“It’s wonderful to share the re-
lationship when [service members]
come out into the community offer-
ing their service,” she said. “When
they come out it’s always a joy to
have them here join in communi-
ty events.” 

Everybody Clean Up: Volunteers pick up
trash at a cleanup at the Guam Memorial
Hospital April 21. The event was a joint ef-
fort by Naval Facilities Engineering Com-
mand Marianas and their sister village of
Tamuning and was held in celebration of
Guam’s Earth month. U.S. Navy photo by
Shaina Marie Santos/ Released
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By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class
(SW/AW) Jeremy Starr

Joint Region Edge Staff

Navy Facilities Engineering Command
(NAVFAC) Marianas participated in the
2012 Island Sustainability Conference at
the Hyatt Regency Guam in Tumon April
18. 

The conference attracted over 350 atten-
dees, who listened to presentations and
joined workshops led by dozens of the is-
land’s Government of Guam and military
officials, 

educators, business leaders and non-prof-
it representatives. The group shared ideas
about renewable and alternative energy
sources, erosion prevention techniques and
Low Impact Development (LID) solutions

that can sustain Guam and Micronesia
through the 21st Century. 

NAVFAC Marianas’Sustainable Design
Coordinator for the Capitol Improvement
Program Armand Cayan and Environmen-
tal Compliance Engineer Julie Shane were
presenters at the conference. 

Cayan said the purpose for the presenta-
tions were to let the community know that
NAVFAC Marianas is doing everything
possible to provide sustainability for our
warfighters.

“We are looking at the designs of build-
ings to address the energy and the environ-
mental sustainability and the quality of life
of our war fighters,” he said. “Sustainabil-
ity designs save us a lot of money and we
save a lot of energy by implementing sus-
tainable designs at all of our facilities.”

Shane shared the importance of LID proj-
ects being implemented into Guam’s fu-
ture and current building and parking proj-
ects.

“There are much better ways to carry
storm water off a site then just big giant
pipes,” Shane said. “There are a lot of dif-
ferent kind of features you can incorporate
into your project such as plants and grass
swells and other things that you can use
that only will improve the environment,
they also can and should save you mon-
ey.”

Shane said the Navy has to incorporate
these features through several executive or-
ders and Department of Defense (DoD)
and Department of the Navy requirements
to implement sustainability and LID into

NAVFAC projects so it is really critical that
everyone knows that Navy is implement-
ing these now in all of our projects.

RIM Architects Inna Wiese, an associate
with the American Institute of Architects,
said concerning LID, “I thought the pres-
entation was really concise and very in-
formative.” 

She said RIM Architects is involved with
many military projects and are very famil-
iar with the environmental requirements
that goes along with DoD programs.

Shane also mentioned, “The Navy real-
ly wants to make sure that we are in the fore-
front of environmental protection and sus-
tainability and Low Impact Development is
definitely one of the key ways we are do-
ing that.”

NAVFAC Marianas promotes
island sustainability at UOG conference

Sustainable Impact: Environmental Compliance Engineer Julie Shane, of Navy Facilities Engineering Command
(NAVFAC) Marianas, shares the importance of implementing Low Impact Develop into new and existing building proj-
ects at the 2012 Island Sustainability Conference at the Hyatt Regency Guam April 18. The University of Guam hosted
the third annual event which brought over 350 attendees to learn about renewable and alternative energy sources,
erosion prevention techniques and Low Impact Development solutions to sustain Guam and Micronesia through the
21st century. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeremy M. Starr/Released

By JoAnna Delfin
Joint Region Edge Staff

With a mission to lift the spirits
of America’s troops and families,
the Guam USO will be hosting two
upcoming events in order to raise
funds to sustain operations at the
Tumon facility. 

The annual International Asian
Bazaar and Golf for Our Heroes are
two of the organizations largest
events and garners attention from
both military and local community
members. 

“Our hopes for the turnout is to
see as many local and military fam-
ilies as possible,” said Guam USO
programs manager Sherry Frazer.
“It’s great to have events such as
these and to have military and local
families mingling and interacting
with one another.” 

From May 4-6 at Top O’the Mar,

the International Asian Bazaar will
feature designs and décor by inter-
national and local artists including
furniture imports from Asia and In-
donesia, fine Oriental rugs and an-
tiques, and more. 

“The event is for three days only
and vendors fly in internationally to
participate,” Frazer said. “We also
include local vendors in the mix as
well. The international vendors bring
them artistry and pieces unique to
Guam.” 

Frazer added that the event is

open to the public. Proceeds from
the event will benefit the USO, oth-
er charities and the Guam Naval Of-
ficers’ Spouse Connection. 

On May 12, the Guam USO will
host the annual Golf for our Heroes
Two Person Scramble at the On-
ward Talofofo Golf Course. Accord-
ing to Frazer, the event is open to
military service members and the
local community.

“Some of the military service
members will be participating as
well as with the returning local play-

ers from previous years,” she said.
“We hope to have as many players
on the course as possible.” 

For those looking to participate,
there is an entrance fee of $125 per
person or $250 per two-man team.
Fee includes green fee, golf cart, re-
freshments, awards banquet, ditty
bag and two raffle tickets for a grand
prize drawing. Registration and pay-
ment are due to the Guam USO by
May 4. 

For more information about either
of the events, please call 647-4876.

Guam USO to host
bazaar, golf tournament

USO EVENTS

International Asian
Bazaar, Top O’ the Mar
May 4: 3-8 p.m.
May 5: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
May 6: 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Golf for Our Heroes Two-
Man Scramble 
May 12
Onward Talofofo Golf
Course 
Fees: $125 per person/$250
per two-man team
Registration and payment
are due to the Guam USO
in the Royal Orchid Hotel in
Tumon May 4.
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boasts rich cultural history
Shaina Marie Santos 
Joint Region Edge Staff

From Spanish architecture to
historical homes and sites, Guam’s
southern region highlights incred-
ible vistas and offers an insight to
the island’s culturally varied past.

Unlike the northern and central
regions, much of southern Guam
is undeveloped, leaving many nat-
ural formations such as waterfalls,
pools, hills and mountains. How-
ever, along the ocean, in the hills
and villages are many historical
and cultural monuments and arti-
facts that tell Guam’s story.

National Park Ranger Jim Es-
peron described historical sites be-
ing defaced during his childhood
on Guam and said now is an even
better time to see Guam’s history
as there are restoration and preser-
vation efforts taken to control vis-
itor impact on sites such as the Fort
Nuestra Senora de la Soledad in
Umatac. 

“[Today] we preserve it because
our kids would want to see it one
day,” he said. “We have a lot of
kids coming out to our sites now.
As they grow up, they need to
know history.”

Esperon highlighted Guam’s
historical features as an important
part of Guam’s identity. He said
rather than seeing the island’s mod-
ern amenities, visitors and travel-
ers are especially curious about
Guam’s history, many unaware of

Guam’s role in World War II
(WWII).

“People actually come to see
history,” he said. “They come to
see what was here, why was this
place significant. We show them,
we tell them.” 

He added that even today, his-
torical artifacts from bullets to dog
tags are being found, remnants of
Guam’s varied past.

“Believe it or not, Guam has its
own story to tell,” Esperon said.
“Guam has a lot of history. You’re
still learning something new every
day.” 

Guam visitors can learn a histo-
ry that goes deeper than World War
II, however. The village of Inara-
jan is a testament to the Spanish era
on Guam, with homes still stand-
ing from the 1900s.  

Inarajan Mayor Franklin
Taitague said that the historic vil-
lage of Inarajan’s monuments are
its homes, which reflect the style
of homes on Guam before the war. 

In the village, visitors can find
Gef Pa’go (GHEF pah-GO) Park,
which seeks to keep Guam’s an-
cient culture alive through displays,
tours of the historical district and
lessons in ancient practices and
crafts. 

“Inarajan is very peaceful and
very hospitable, very family, very
respectful community,” he said.
“[Gef Pa’go was] founded to more
or less, create something to demon-
strate and continue to perpetuate

the ancient Chamorro living 
and lifestyles.”

Cetti Bay Overlook
According to a sign at the over-

look, Cetti Bay and the chain of
1,000-foot hills are part of Guam’s
Territorial Seashore Park. The area
provides clues to the island’s vol-
canic origins as twin hills below
and to the north are examples of
pillow lava formed underwater
during ancient volcanic eruptions. 

Directions: Drive south on
Route 1 until you reach the stop
light before U.S. Naval Base
Guam. Turn left and continue on
Route 2 for another five miles to
Agat. Proceed south through the
village and stay on the road as it
climbs into the southern hills. You
will see the overlook on your right,
along the street which appears first
as a wall with steps that lead you
up to the overlook.

• Hours of operation: Daily
• Entrance Fee: Free

Fort Nuestra Senora de la
Soledad, Umatac

The Fort Nuestra Senora de la
Soledad is a Spanish ruin located
on a cliff that overlooks Umatac
Bay. According to guampedia.com
the area is the last of four Spanish
fortifications built in the village
and is located on Chalan Aniti
(CHA-lan Ah-knee-TEE), or path
of the ancestors. 

• Directions: Drive south on
Route 2 and pass through Umatac

village and bridge. Keep an eye
out for a right turn that will take
you up to the site. You will notice
a small hut that will greet you be-
fore you drive around a small cir-
cular road that you can park along-
side to explore the fort. 

• Hours of operation: Daily
• Entrance Fee: Free

Bear Rock, Inarajan 
Directions: Continue to drive

south on Route 2 and continue in-
to Route 4. The Achang 

Bay will come into view and so
will bear rock, which is a rock for-
mation that appears in the shape of
a sitting bear. 

• Hours of operation: Daily
• Entrance Fee: Free

Gef Pa’go Historical Village
Park, Inarajan

One of Guam’s two historic dis-
tricts, the village of Inarajan boasts
homes of pre-war Guam, built in
the Spanish style. Gef Pa’go,
which translates to the word beau-

tiful in ancient Chamorro, was
founded to revitalize the historic
district through educational and
cultural activities. 

• Directions: Drive northon
Route 4 from Achang Bay. You
will reach St. Joseph Catholic
Church, and find the Gef Pa’go
Park located in thatched huts along
the bay. 

• Hours of operation: 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. Daily

• Entrance Fee: 
Local and military fee: $7 for

adults, $3 for children ages five to
11

Tourist fee: $11 for adults, $5 for
children ages five to 11

When exploring the Guam, al-
ways remember to keep an eye
out. Though there are many sights
to see along the road, there are
many historical and natural fea-
tures that are not so obvious. Keep
an open mind and you may gain
unexpected experiences and views
into Guam’s history. 

Tale of the Mountain: A sign gives travelers a brief historical glimpse into Cetti Bay pho-
tographed here Feb. 11. The overlook is a popular attraction for tourists and explorers of
Guam. U.S. Navy photo by Shaina Marie Santos/ Released

Island Beauty: Travelers can get a glimpse of history through a view of Umatac Bay from Fort Nuestra
Senora de la Soledad photographed here Feb. 11. The fort, which was used during the Spanish era, is
a popular attraction for tourists and explorers of Guam. U.S. Navy photo by Shaina Marie Santos/ Released
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MEMS kicks off

AMS inductes
new NJHS members

Distinguished Honors: Andersen Middle School inducted 13 new members into the
National Junior Honor Society at the school April 19. The inductees were selected based
upon their efforts reflecting the society’s honor traits of scholarship, citizenship, leadership,
service and character. Photo by Jim Rhodes/Released

Speech: Andersen
Middle School (AMS)
teacher Nel Mercado
delivers the keynote
to the National
Junior Honor Society
(NJHS) members,
parents, teachers and
schoolmates during
the recent NJHS
Induction Ceremony
at the school on
Andersen Air Force
Base April 19. AMS
inducted 13 new
members who were
selected based upon
their efforts reflect-
ing the society’s
honor traits of schol-
arship, citizenship,
leadership, service
and character. Photo
by Jim Rhodes/Released

Future Engineers: Students from Jean Tuquero’s sci-
ence class at Cmdr. William C. McCool
Elementary/Middle School test paper airplanes they
built at the start of science, technology, engineering
and math, or STEM, week April 23. The students
explored STEM’s engineering design using flight as
their theme. Photo courtesy of Cmdr. William C. McCool
Elementary/Middle School

STEM week

        



By Capt. Paul Loser
36th Wing Chaplain

Spring break is over and prom
is quickly approaching. Parents
worry about the date their teen has
chosen, but don’t want to inter-
fere. Parents want to protect them
from the struggles they had as a
teen, but don’t want to talk about
their past. Dating is probably one
of those areas in family life that
gets the least discussion, but per-
haps needs the most. Marriages
struggle today because of poor
preparation during the dating
phase of life. 

Galatians 5:22-23 gives great

qualities to talk with teens about in
the dating relationship. Challenge
your teenager to find
you, the parent, ex-
pressing each of these
nine qualities within a
week’s time and explain
that you will watch for
them to display these quali-
ties, as well. The first one to catch
the other doing all nine will be
treated to a dinner out purchased
by the other. This will teach them
not only what the qualities are, but
how to recognize them. It deliber-
ately has them practicing these
qualities for themselves. But more
importantly, your teen will discov-
er that families can choose to love

one another and succeed at mar-
riage.

Communicate repeatedly with
your teen on the issues in
dating. Keep an open fo-

rum for them to discuss
problems in the relationship.
Show your teens how to meet,
spend time with, recognize

character and grow deeper in rela-
tionships with the best dates.

Teens aren’t born knowing how
to meet and charm dates. To keep
them from getting their notions of
romance from not-so-honest
sources, proactively teach your
teen how to date. Some things to
say and do:
• “Love is not something that

happens to you, it is something
you create.”
• “Kind actions speak louder

than romantic words, but people
like the words, too.”
• “The three best love actions:

attention, listening and working
together.”
• “Attention is spending time

with as well as focusing on some-
one.”
• “Listening includes hearing,

showing interest in, understand-
ing and caring.”
• “Notice people who think like

you do and who enjoy what you
do. Talk to them to see if you
might want to spend more time
with them.”
• “Good character lasts longer

than good looks.”
• “Genuine affirmation and

good manners are the best charm.”
• Go on a date with your teen

and practice.
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U.S. Naval Base Guam 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 

8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Roman Catholic Mass 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday Mass: 9 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 5 p.m. 

Protestant Worship Service 

Sunday Service: Traditional and
Contemporary Service: 
10:30 a.m.

Jewish Shabbat 

Friday, 6:30 p.m. 

Naval Hospital Guam 
Roman Catholic Mass
Monday-Friday, 11:30 a.m. 

Chapel of Hope: Sunday, 9 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study: Every
second and fourth Saturday of
the month at 8:30 a.m. at the
Fellowship Hall,  Building 61 

Andersen Air Force Base
Roman Catholic Mass (Chapel 1) 

Weekday Mass: Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday, 11:30 a.m. 

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 p.m. 

Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 4:30-4:50 p.m. 

Military Council of Catholic
Women: Second and fourth
Tuesday of the month, Chapel 1
Annex, 6:30 p.m.

Catholic Youth of the Chapel:
Second and fourth Wednesday
of the month, Chapel 1 Annex,
6:30 p.m. 

Choir Rehearsal: Chapel 1,
Saturday 4-5 p.m. and Sunday,
8-9 a.m. 

Protestant Worship Service 

Praise Service: Sunday, Chapel
2, 9 a.m. 

Gospel Service: Sunday,
Chapel 2, 11:30 a.m. 

Emerging Worship Service:
Sunday, Lighthouse, 6 p.m.

Protestant Women of the
Chapel: Second Monday of each
month, Chapel 2 Annex, 6:30
p.m. 

Protestant Men of the
Chapel: Wednesday,
Lighthouse, 7 p.m. 

Protestant Youth of the
Chapel: Thursday, Chapel 2
Annex, 7 p.m.

Protestant Young Adults:
Thursday and Saturday,
Lighthouse, 6 p.m.

Protestant Sunday School:
(September-May) Sunday,
Chapel Activity Center, 

10:15 a.m. 

Schedules subject to change. To
confirm times or for information
about other programs, call the
chapels at: 

Andersen Air Force Base:

366-6139

U.S. Naval Base Guam

339-2126

U.S. Naval Hospital Guam:

344-9127

CLASSIFIEDS

              



Andersen holds SAAM self-defense class

NBG holds
SAAM 5K

Participants
run for Earth Day 5K
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Running for a Great cause: Runners take off during the Sexual Assault Awareness Month
5k at the Sumay Marina on U.S. Naval Base Guam April 21. According to NBG Sexual Assault
Prevention and Response Advocate Evangeline Cabacar the goal of Navy Sexual Assault
Awareness Month is to reduce sexual assaults through direct, sustained engagement of all
hands at all levels. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Corwin
Colbert/Released

Left: Tech. Sgt. Anthony Johnson, of 736th Security Forces Squadron, demonstrates a combative technique during a
Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) self defense class on Andersen Air Force Base April 17. The class is one of sev-
eral SAAM events happening during the month of April on Andersen. U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Jeffrey Schultze

Above Left: A Redman protective suit is laid out before a Sexual Assault Awareness Month self defense class on
Andersen Air Force Base April 17. The class, taught by Airmen from the 736th Security Forces Squadron, is one of many
activities happening during the month long awareness program. U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman
JeffreySchultze/Released

Above Right: Tech. Sgt. Anthony Johnson, of 736th Security Forces Squadron, demonstrates a combative technique
during a Sexual Assault Awareness Month (SAAM) self defense class on Andersen Air Force Base April 17.  U.S. Air Force
photo by Senior Airman Jeffrey Schultze)  

Racing for the Finish Line: U.S. Naval Base Guam Command
Master Chief John Lawry races down the final stretch during the
Earth Day Fun Run 5k held at Sumay Cove Marina on U.S. Naval Base
Guam April 20. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class
Jeremy M. Starr/Released

5K: Participants take off during the Earth Day Fun Run 5k held at
Sumay Cove Marina on U.S. Naval Base Guam April 20. U.S. Navy
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jeremy M. Starr/Released

Father and Son Run: Retired Boatswain’s
Mate 1st Class Jerman  Garcia and his son
Matthew run down the street  during the Earth
Day Fun Run 5k held at Sumay Cove Marina on
U.S. Naval Base Guam April 20. Morale, Welfare
and Recreation Guam and the NBG Public Works
environmental division hosted the event giving
away free t-shirts and maps to the runners. U.S.
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd
Class Jeremy M. Starr/Released
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