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Establishing connections of astronomical proportions

By Airman 1st Class Marianique Santos
36th Wing Public Affairs

e recalls being
deployed to
M adagascar
with a team of
four. The coun-
try wasinaciv-
il war. With an
army coupe
ousting its leader, the country was left in
violent turmoil. The ambassador asked
Africa command to send its advanced
echelon team to help formulate a course
of action for evacuating the citizens in
case the situation worsened. With an
Army lieutenant colonel, a sergeant ma-
jor and an intelligence analyst, he remem-
bered being snuck into the city. They got
through safely, establishing his equip-
ment’s first-ever communications shot
that far south of the equator.

“It had never been doneto that point, so
we weren't sure if it was even going to
work,” said Tech. Sgt. Robert Chrisman,
644th Combat Communications Squadron
(CBCYS) radio frequency (RF) transmis-
sions crew chief, in recollection of one of
hisbest down-range experiencesin satdlite
communication. “It was successful, and |
had the chance to represent communica-
tions (COMM).”

In the modern day world, where technol-
ogy, communication and networking have

See CBCS, Page 7

Testing, one, two, three: Tech. Sgt. Robert Chris-
man, 644th Combat Communications Squadron (CBCS)
radio frequency (RF) transmissions crew chief, moves
the modulator while Staff Sgt. David Foster, 644th CBCS
RF transmissions supervisor, coordinates with the com-
munications focal point in order to establish a connec-
tion with headquarters during Exercise Dragon Thun-
der at Andersen Air Force Base April 19. Satellite trans-
mission is the main source of communication and in-
formation in a deployed environment. U.S. Air Force pho-
to by Airman Lst Class Marianique Santos/Released

GHS hosts Far East Guam Regional
Marksmanship Competition

By Shaina Marie Santos
Joint Region Edge Staff

Guam High School’s (GHS) Navy Ju-
nior Reserve Officer Training Corps
(JROTC) hosted the Far East Guam Re-
giona Marksmanship Competition for the
first time this year that ended in a biathlon

at Gab Gab Beach April 29.

Teams from five local schoolsincluding
GHS, four Department of Defense Educa
tionActivity (DoDEA) schoolsfrom Japan,
and Guam Department of Education schools
participated in the competition that chal-
lenged participants speed and endurance.

Ten four-member teams completed a

course that included amile of running, 200
total years of swimming and 50 yards of
crawling, which was to be finished after a
shooting of 15 targets; atest of marksman-
ship after aphysical challenge.

According to GHS Navy JROTC Senior
Naval Science Instructor Cmdr. Doug

See Cadets, Page 7

Students tour

NBG

water plant
PAGE 6

AFcompletes
successful mission
PAGES 8,9

Scan for direct links to
Joint Region Marianas
El- - S

cnic.navy.mil/marianas

facebook.com/jrmguam
twitter.com/jrmguam

youtube.com/jrmguam



Joint Region Edge - Local May 4, 2012

> Joint Region Edg n

oint Region Edge is an authorize

overseas members of the U.S. m|I|tary and their
families. Contents of this publication are not neces-
sarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
Government, the Department of Defense, or Guam
Publications, Inc. The appearance of advertising in the
publication, including inserts or supplements, does
not constitute endorsement by the Department of
Defense, Commander, Joint Region Marianas of the
products or services advertised. Everything adver-
tised in this publication shall be made available for
purchase, use, or patronage without regard to race,
color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any oth-
er nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.
Joint Region Edge is published by Guam Publica-
tions, Inc., a private firm in no way connected with
the Department of Defense, the U.S. Navy, or the
U.S. Air Force, under exclusive contract with the Com-
mander, Navy Region Marianas, located in Bldg. 200.
Editorial material is due at noon on the Thursday be-
fore publication date. All classified advertisements are
due no later than 3 p.m. on the Tuesday the week pri-
or to publication. Joint Region Edge reserves the
right to edit, rewrite or reject material submitted for
publication.

Rear Adm. Paul J. Bushong, USN
Commander, Joint Region Marianas

Brig. Gen. John Doucette, USAF
Deputy Commander, Joint Region Marianas

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Public Affairs Officer

Lt. Matt Knight, USN
349-4055
william.knight@fe.navy.mil

Deputy Public Affairs Officer
Coleen R. San Nicolas-Perez
349-3209

coleen.perez@fe.navy.mil

Public Affairs Director
Theresa Merto Cepeda
DZSP 21 LLC

349-6114 .
theresa.cepeda@fe.navy.mil

Editor

JoAnna DeIf|n

349-211

joanna. delﬂn ctr@fe.navy.mil

Reporters

Mass Communication Specialist
2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert

corwin. colbert@fe.navy.mil

Mass Communication Specialist
2nd Class (SW) Jeremy Starr
349-4376

Shaina Marie Santos
349-2115 .
shaina.santos.ctr@fe.navy.mil

Photo raﬁ)her
Regnal abara

reynaldo rabara@fe.navy.mil

Write to us at;

Joint Region Marianas
Public A alrs Offlce
PSC 455 Box 211

FPO AP 96540-1000

U.S. Naval Base Guam Public Affairs

Public Affairs Officer
Annette Donner

339-2663 )
annette.donner@fe.navy.mil

Andersen Air Force Base Public
Affairs

Public Affairs Officer
Capt. Timothy Lundberg
Chief of Public Affairs
366-2228
timothy.lundberg@us.af mil

Deputy Public Affairs Officer
2nd Lt Sarah Bergstein
366-2228
sara.bergstein2@us.af.mil

Public Affairs Superintendent
Master Sgt. Carrie Hinson
366-222
carrie.hinson@us.af.mil

Noncommissioned Officer in Charge of Internal
Information

Technlcal Sgt. Stephen Teel

366-222

Reporters

Staff Sgt. Alex Montes, 366-2228

Senior Airman Veronica McMahon, 366-2228
Senior Airman Ben Wiseman, 366- 2228

Senior Airman Carlin Leslie, 366-2228

Airman 1st Class Mariah Haddenham, 366-2228
Airman 1st Class Marianique Santos, 366-2228
Airman 1st Class Jeffrey Schultze, 366-2228
Airman 1st Class Whitney Tucker, 366-2228

Dorm Dwellers,
Dorm Council combine efforts

By Airman 1st Class Mariah Haddenham
36th Wing Public Affairs

For Team Andersen’ssingle E-4sand be-
low, Andersen dormitories areahome away
from home, and recently the “dorm
dwellers’, who meet once a month, have
combined their meetingswith the dorm coun-
cil.

Thedorm dwellersisaprogram meant to
bring dorm residentstogether, dlowing them
to socialize, discuss concerns and build
friendships.

“Bringing the mestings together help the
Airmen gather so they can voice their con-
cernsto the dorm council and help bring at-
tentiontoissuesinthedorms,” said Dorothy
Sarmiento, Tinian Hall dorm manager at An-
dersen Air Force Base (AFB).

“Issues like repairs can be taken care of
eadly with averba report, or an e-mail, but
other issuesthat affect all dorm residentsare
better resolved when they are brought to the

NEWS NOTES

Job Announcements

Interested individuals can view available
vacancies by visiting the Web site at at
https.//www.cnic.navy.mil/Marianas/index.htm or at
https.//chart.donhr.navy.mil. For more information, call
349-6119/2224.

Orote Point Commissary Case Lot Sale

There will be a case lot sale at the Orote Point Commissary
on U.S. Naval Base Guam May 17-20 from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
The sale is open only to authorized I.D. card holders. Cash,
check and credit cards are accepted. Call 339-5177 for de-
tails.

USO International Asian Bazaar

Don’t miss the annual International Asian Bazaar hosted by
the Guam USO. The event will be held May 4-6 at the Top
0'the Mar. There will be Asian designs and decor by inter-
national and local artists including furniture imports from
Asian and Indonesia, fine Oriental rugs and antiques, ce-
ramics, paintings, woodwork, jewelry, porcelain and more!
All proceeds to benefit the Guam naval Officers' Spouse
Connection and the Guam USO. For more information, call
647-4876.

USO Golf For Our Heroes

Join the Guam USO and Golf For Our Heroes May 12 at the
Onward Talofofo Golf Course. Fees are $125 per person and
$250 per two-man team which include green fee, cart, re-
freshments, awards banquet and two raffle tickets. There
will be prizes and trophies for the top three low net and first
low gross, and closest to the line and pin. Showtime is
11:30a.m. and go-time is at 12:30 p.m. Space is limited to
the first 144 paid golfers and/or first 72 teams. Please reg-
ister and make payment by May 4 at the Guam USO locat-
ed on the ground floor of the Royal Orchid Hotel in Tumon.
For more information, call 647-4876.

Guam Nurses Association Annual Conference

Joint the Guam Nurses Association (GNA) for their annual
Nursing Conference May 19 from 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. at the Hy-
att Regency Hotel. The theme for this year is “Nurses: Ad-
vocating, Leading, Caring.” Pre-registration is $60 for GNA
members and $75 for non-GNA members on or before May
17. If registering the day of the conference the fee is $70
for GNA members and $85 for non-GNA members. For more
information, contact Tina Blas at 637-7787 or Glynis Al-
monte at 787-4148.

SCHOOL BULLETIN

The school bulletin aims to promote educational activities
in the Navy and Air Force communities. If you know of an
education-related event that you would like to include,
send it to jointregionedge@fe.navy.mil or call 349-2115.

atention of the dorm council,” Sarmiento
continued.

Combining the megtingswas donewithin-
tentions that Airmen could gather feedback
and enhance dorm living conditions.

“The god of the Andersen Dorm Coun-
cil aswdll as the dorm dweller mesetings is
to elevate the moral and quality of life
throughout the dorms on Andersen,” said
Airman 1t Class Tider Myers, 554th RED-
HORSE Squadron and incoming council
president.

These mestings are sent by email to all
dorm residents. However, with conflicting
work schedulesand day-to-day events, some
Airmen fed they don’t have enough time.

“Attending the dorm dweller meetings
gives the occupants a more direct line of
communication to their leedership, thedorm
managers and the council,” Myers sad .

Without attendance of dorm residents,
opinions and concerns aren’t brought to the
council’s attention or documented.

COMMUNITY Corner

movies e mOVieS ® Mmovies

Guam High School’s “Rock ‘n Revival Show”

Take a step back in time and enjoy hits from the 50s and
60s as Guam High School (GHS) students take the stage to
perform your favorite songs. Performances will be May 3-
5with curtain call at 7 p.m. at the Panther Cafe at GHS. En-
trance fee is $10 per person and will be available for pur-
chase at the door.

Phone Numbers

Andersen Elementary School: 366-1511

Andersen Middle School: 366-3880/5793

Cmdr. William C. McCool Elementary/Middle School: 339-
8676

Guam High School: 344-7410

MWR HAPPENINGS

U.S. Naval Base Guam

Cinco de Mayo

Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with live music from the band
Empty Pockets, enjoy a fiest plate and some Cinco de Mayo
favorites. The fun starts at 7 p.m. May 5 at Molly McGees.
For more information, call 564-1834.

Mother’s Day Brunch

Treat mom to a delicious brunch at Top 0’ the Mar May 13
at 10:30 a.m. Enjoy entertainment from a live band and a
professional photographer that will be open to all cus-
tomers. Adults are $27.95, children ages five to 11 are
$13.95 and children under four years of age eat free. Re-
serve your table by May 4 by calling 472-4606/7 or 638-
3634.

“There should be decent representation
from all squadrons,” Sarmiento said . “It
takes morethan oneindividua showing con-
cern. Each Airman should share their con-
cerns”

For mog, the dorms are apermanent home
during their assignment at Andersen. The
dorm staff iseeger for Airmentofed at home
as much as possible during their stay. Dorm
managers are aso open to suggestions and
want theAirmento teke pridein their dorms.

“We need to hear from the residents,”
Sarmiento said. “It'sup to theresidents; this
istheir home away from home.”

Myers expressed that with voices from
the dorm residents and support from an en-
thusiagticAirman’scouncil, thedormsa An-
dersen arein caring hands.

“We, as dorm council, would like to en-
hance the camaraderie amongst the junior
enligted,” hesaid. “Wewould liketo build on
thefoundation of acommunity oriented liv-
ing environment.”

36th FSS HAPPENINGS

Andersen Air Force Base
Airman and Family Readiness Center Classes
May 4: Smooth move from 9-10:30 a.m.
May 10: Thrift savings plan from 1-2 p.m.
May 11: Saving and investing from 1-2 p.m.
For more information, call 366-8136

Cinco de Mayo

Enjoy Cinco de Mayo at Bamboo Willies May 5 from 5:30-
11 p.m. There will be Mexican-style fiesta complete with
a taco bar and homemade salsa. A DJ will be on hand
playing your favorite Latino hits. The fiesta is $9.95 for
club members, $11.95 for non-members and free for chil-
dren ages five and under. For more information, call 366-
6166.

Mother’s Day Brunch

A special Mother’s Day brunch will be held at Top of the
Rock May 13 from 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Enjoy favorite
breakfast and lunch dishes including omelet, waffle and
dessert stations. Brunch is $23.95 for club members,
$26.95 for non-members anf ree for children ages five and
under. Reservations are required and must be made by
May 11. For more information, call 366-6166.

SPORTS SHORTS

U.S. Naval Base Guam

Latte Stone Cup Qualifier

Calling all Navy active duty, retirees, and Navy reservists.
It's the Navy vs. Air Force. The team will consist of 15 Navy
players along with one golf manager and two alternates.
Players must call and sign up prior to their qualifying
round. Fee is $45 per player (includes green fees and cart
fees) per qualifying attempt. Players may attempt to
qualify as many times as they wish, additional fees will
apply. Deadline to register is May 6. Call 344-5838 to
schedule your qualifying round.

Black Drongo 5K

Take part in the fourth annual Black Drongo 5K May 11
at the Charles King Fitness Center (CKFC) parking lot.
Showtime is at 5 p.m. and go time is at 5:30 p.m. For
more information, call 685-5237 or 333-2049.

Triple Play 3X3 Basketball

Join the Triple Play 3X3 basketball tournament to be held
June 1 at the Charles King Fitness Center. Participants
must be at least 13 years old and each team must have
three players and at least one teen participant. Fee is $5
per team. For more information, call 564-1844/5.

Andersen Air Force Base

Pre/Postnatal Exercise Classes

The Coral Reef Fitness Center offers a low intensity class
designed for pregnant women and new mothers. A doc-
tor’s clearance form is required and is available at the
Fitness Center. For more information, call 366-6100



Flying Colors: Airman 1st Class Dominic Pena,
36th Civil Engineer Squadron heating, ventila-
tion, air conditioning and refrigeration appren-
tice, was awarded Team Andersen’s Best on An-
dersen Air Force Base April 18. Andersen’s Best
isa recognition program which highlights a top
performer from the 36th Wing. Each week, su-
pervisors nominate a member of their team for
outstanding performance and the wing com-
mander presents the selected Airman/civilian
with an award. To nominate your Airmen/civil-
ian for Andersen’s Best, contact your unit chief
or superintendent explaining their accomplish-
ments. U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st Class Mari-
ah Haddenham/Released

Andarsen’'sBedt:
Airman 1st Class Dominic Pena

By Airman 1st Class Mariah Haddenham
36th Wing Public Affairs

Airman 1st Class Dominic Pena, 36th
Civil Engineer Squadron heating, ventila-
tion, air conditioning and refrigeration ap-
prentice, was awarded Team Andersen’s
Best on Andersen Air Force Base April 18.

“Airman Penatackled the back-breaking
task of restoring the Pacific Air Force's
largest chiller plant by removing 12,000
pounds of build up from three cooling tow-
ers, increasing the capacity by 40 percent
and ensuring the uninterrupted cooling of 14

critical and quality of life facilities,”
Staff Sgt. Aristides Cruz, Pena's superwsor.

The hard work Airman Pena put forth
didn’t stop there.

“Airman Penainstalled asix-ton air han-
dler at the base education office preventing
facility closure and providing comfort to
70 weekly testers,” Cruz said. “He also mas-
tered all lesson objectives during an ad-
vanced chiller course provided by contrac-
tors, and obtained his certification by com-
pleting an online environmental protection
agency course.”

“Airman Pena’s actions and dedication
make him a vital asset to the HVAC shop

and key player in pacific airpower,” he con-
tinued.

Pena grew up in Houston, Texas, and is
ahuge football fan. He enjoys working out
at the gym and bowling.

Andersen’s Best isarecognition program
which highlights a top performer from the
36th Wing. Each week, supervisors nomi-
nate a member of their team for outstand-
ing performance and the wing commander
presents the selected Airman/civilian with
an award.

To nominate your Airmen/civilian for
Andersen’s Best, contact your unit chief or
superintendent explaining their
accomplishments.

36tn CES paints sister village school

Top left: Airmen from the 36th Civil Engineer Squadron repaint M.U. Lujan Elementary School as part of the sister village program April 21. Several
Airmen from the squadron came to assist in the renovations to the school. U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Benjamin Wiseman/Released

Top right: Airmen from the 36th Civil Engineer Squadron repaint M.U. Lujan Elementary School in Yona as part of the sister village program April 21.
Several Airmen from the squadron came to assist in the renovations to the school. U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Benjamin Wiseman/Released

Right: Lt. Col. Michael Staples, 36th Civil Engineer Squadron (CES) commander, paints a wall at M.U. Lujan Elementary School in Yona April 21. Mem-
bers from the 36th CES volunteered during their Saturday to make renovations to the elementary school. U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Benjamin

Wiseman/Released
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By Chief Master Sgt. David Graak
734th Air Mobility Squadron
Command Chief

hat does

being

healthy

mean to

you?l

would
like to share a few findings on
thistopic with alittle input from
others, someresearch, alittlere-
ality and personal experience and
a few recommendations.Curios-
ity sparked thistopic, so | asked
some people, “What does being
healthy mean to you?’ Some of
the responses | received were to
eat fruits and veggies, have a
strong immune system, haveand
have high endurance or just to
not be sick and stay in shape. In-
deed, these are all healthy norms
and/or indicators, but there are
more.

While doing some online re-
search | found that being healthy
is broadly defined as, “A state of
complete physica, menta, spiritu-
a and socia well-being, and not
merely the absence of disease or
infirmity.” This sounds familiar
because it echoes the new culture
of comprehensive Airman fitness.
An umbrella of four pillars: so-
cial, spiritud, mental and physicd;
al aimed at enhancing and rein-
forcing total wellbeing, ingtilling
self confidence and improving re-
siliency.

Resiliency,in asense, isan abil-

ity to act or react
when tough times
hit and aidsin cop-
ing and recovering
from stressful Situa
tions, while reduc-
ing feelings of de-
spair and loneliness. Stress is
something we all experience and
it actually helps in some ways.
Under contral, it can help when
preparing for atest or completing
requirementsfor atechnica or col-
lege course. Wheniit buildsand is
left uncontrolled, stress can be one
of the biggest health problemsin
the U.S. | have learned firsthand
when I’ ve let stress build and go
unchecked, it can really throw me
off course.

To keep this brief, | will focus
on two areas related to health and
neutrally common to the Team
Andersen community: diet and ex-
ercise. Maintenance and promo-
tion of health requires acombina-
tion of effort, activity and smart
choices. Keep in mind, what may
work well for one may not be an-
other’s perfect recipe for success.
For service members, smply go-
ing to mandatory unit physical
training sessions and eating asal-
ad now and then isnot aprescrip-

Health
Airn¥

tion for success.

In terms of redlity, there are
“different strokes for different
folks,” right? When it comes to
current Air Force standards, some
people have it madein the shade.
Some can eat whatever they
choose and walk amile aday. On
theflip side, others strugglein cer-
tain areas and require extraeffort,
self driven discipline and guid-
ance. When it comes to poor fit-
ness, | have discovered somedon't
put in as much effort as required
or were unfamiliar with the fitness
assessment component require-
ments of the personal fithess test.
Some people were also confused
as to exactly where they stood
physically leading into a fitness
test. Bad on them, right? | agree
that they knew it al along and
falled toact, but thisisnot the case
for all and a strong wingman may
have comein handy here.

In my experience, being edu-
cated, aware and having agenuine
interest in helping others when

needed can sculpt and build a
healthy lifestyle. Set and adhere
to solid achievable goals, and
know where you need to be. This
hasto be ayear-round effort. Tak-
ing months off of working out and
making alast-minute mad dash to
meet the goal is not wise and
rarely successful. I'll bethefirst to
admit, it's not easy waking up ear-
ly to work out or to choose a
healthy item over atasty one.

| havefound that redistic goals
in achievable time frames have a
much better effect than a spring-
board overnight hallelujah or try-
ing the “extremist” approach.
When it comesto adiet, theterm,
“You are what you eat,” is not a
myth. Keep a close eye on what
you consume and realize whether
liquid or solid, it al counts. Apply

salf discipline and do that workout
while cranking up the effort to
ensure it is effective.

When it comes to nutrition, it
doesn’t mean you have to go
completely without the unhealthy
itemsyou crave, but you have to
keep a sense of redlity. | use a
personal reward system by set-
ting a goal when | temporarily
hop on the other side of the
fence. | ensure | pay up front
first.

For instance, in a given week
if | get a craving for a cheese-
burger, pizza, or ice cream, my
plan is to have three different
workouts and pass a scale check
so | can indulge a bit. Then my
goal isaccomplished and there-
ward earned. Always keep in
mind, shaving down portion size
and not eating late at night will
pay off in the long run.

Bottom line, being healthy
should be important to you, your
family and your friends. It ben-
efits the Air Force in terms of
readiness and reduced healthcare
and costs. Approach life with an
optimistic outlook in meeting or
exceeding goals and keep the ex-
cesses off your plate. Know the
importance of making informed
food choices and leading an ac-
tive lifestyle and keep them bal -
anced. Be honest with time and
effort for apricelessreturn onin-
vestment. Lead by example and
don't be selfish on your road to
success, take time to help some-
one elsein need of alittle extra
guidance and motivation. No one
has abigger interest or impact in
your well being than yourself —

Inside 36th

MDG radiology

X-ray: Master Sgt. Devin Wilson, 36th Medical Group, aims the diagnostic imaging machine as she explains the procedure to Senior Airman
Ben Nelson, 736th Security Forces Squadron, at the diagnostic imaging section of the 36th Medical Group clinic on Andersen Air Force Base
April 18. The imaging section of the clinic is a walk in appointment style, but the patient has to be referred by a healthcare provider. The
clinic also supports outpatient process for military members and their dependents. U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Benjamin Wiseman/

Released

Above: A patient waits to be X-rayed during a visit to the diagnostic imaging section of
the 36th Medical Group clinic on Andersen Air Force Base April 18. The imaging section of
the clinic is a walk-in appointment style, but the patient has to be referred by a healthcare
provider. The clinic also supports outpatient process for military members and their depend-
ents. U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman Benjamin Wiseman/Released

Below: Master Sgt. Devin Wilson, 36th Medical Group, prepares to take a shoulder x-ray
at the medical clinic April 18. The imaging section of the clinic is a walk-in appointment
style, but the patient has to be referred by a healthcare provider. The clinic also supports
outpatient process for military members and their dependents. U.S. Air Force photo by Se-

nior Airman Benjamin Wiseman/Released
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CBCS conducts full de

By Airman 1st Class Marianique
~ Santos. ]
36th Wing Public Affairs

Airlifting pallets, a simulated
flight, full battle-rattle, mortarsand
firefights; are al ingredients of a
full-blown Air Force combat com
squadron exercise.

The 644th Combat Communica-
tion Squadron (CBCS) conducted
afidd training exercise (FTX) on
AndersenAir Force Basefrom April
16-27, testing their ability to build a
communications base in abare en-
vironment whileresponding to sev-
eral combat scenarios.

Thisisthefirst the squadron will
exercied| deployment phasestoim-
prove their war fighting capabilities.

“Usudly wefocuson oneor two
phases,” said Tech. Sgt. Marcellas
Walker, 644th CBCSexerciseeva-
uation team member. “And just do
aquick run through for the rest be-
causewe refamiliar withit. We nor-
mally begin strong with trying to get
out the door, and just close up shop
near theend. But thisparticular (fild
training exercise) we regoing to do
al three phases completely. We're
going to make everybody do every-
thing that’s supposed to be done.”

Despite the new format and re-
quirements, the tesm’s morale has
been high. The Airmen have been
responsive and adaptive to situa-
tions they were given.

They'redoing [well] andthey’re
very motivated,” Walker said. “ This
FTX is one of the first exercises
wherewe go through al the phases
of deployment; from getting out the
door, to doing our job in the field.”

Wadker said that timelinesareim-
portant when it comesto executing
amission. If itisnot started proper-
ly, thenthe missionishbehind. Also,
inthisexercisetheteam aimed to or-
ganize their timeline and sequence
of events so they can get out the
door in atimely manner.

Dexpitearessof improvement and
the difficulty presented by a bare

ployment e

Above: Airmen from the 644th Combat Communications Squadron work together to build
tents at the simulated Forward Operating Base Dragon Hill on Andersen Air Force Base
April 19. The 644th CBCS conducted a deployment exercise from April 16- 27 in order to test
their capabilities in the field and improve their war-fighting capabilities. U.S. Air Force photo

by Airman 1st Class Marianique Santos/Released

Below: Senior Airman Brandon Hudson, 644th Combat Communications Squadron (CBCS)
cyber transport technician, watches as Staff Sgt. David Popovich, 644th CBCS cyber trans-
port technician, works on setting up the network for the simulated Forward Operating
Base Dragon Hill on Andersen Air Force Base April 19. The 644th CBCS conducted a deploy-
ment exercise from April 16- 27 in order to test their capabilities in the field and improve
their war-fighting capabilities. U.S. Air Force photo by Airman Lst Class Marianique Santos/

Released

base environment, Capt. Miguel
Gonzalez, 644th CBCS deputy
commander, and exercise Site com-
mander, said that the team'’s per-

formance was more than adequate.

“We have essentidly met dl the

deadlines up to thispoint,” he said.
“WEe ve shattered the deadline to

SAAM closes

With silent witness ceremony

Remembering Victims: U.S. Naval Base Guam Chaplain Lt. Joseph Mayer, speaks to Sexual Assault
Prevention and Response (SAPR) victim advocates about the issues of sexual assault before a Silent Wit-
ness Walk at the NBG chapel April 25. The walk was part Sexual Assault Awareness Month, a series of
events with the goal to raise awareness and empower victims of sexual assault. U.S. Navy photo by Mass

Communication Specialist 3rd Class Corey Hensley/Released

' Wal

Xerclse

connect to the satellite. In lessthan
12 hourswe ve been ableto get the
bulk of our work done. Right now
We re meeting our communications
godsvery well.”

“It's the firgt time we' ve actud-
ly used some of those pieces of
equipment,” he continued. “ Specif-
icdly the modemsthe satellite com-
munication folks are using. It'sthe
first timewe ve ever exercised itin
the field. We' ve brought it up once
in the office but never in a combat
environment like this.”
All the daysof planning, preparation
and execution are st to echieve mis-
sion goas and make sure that the
teamisready and well equipped for
tomorrow’sfight.

“The goal of this exercise is to
succeed and be able to deploy suc-
cessfully,” Walker said . “This
meansaccomplishing dl three phas-
es and get everybody home safely.
Inthetraining environment we have
here we're going to try to present
different obstacles that will require
them to act accordingly, like con-
duct sef aid and buddy careand op-
erate in austere environments.”

“We am to validate our proce-
dures” Gonzalez said . “We vebeen
working on documenting them so
that when the new people comein
they can pick up the proceduresand
know what they need to do. We have
gotten it down on pagper and now it's
amatter of validating those proce-
duresby bringing it out to thefield.”

The 644th CBCSwasfaced with
scenarios that they would have to
solve, accomplish and survive.
These scenarios ranged from mor-
tar atacks to fire fights and even
equipment malfunctions.

“WEe re planning someforce pro-
tection,” said Captain Gonzalez.
“And things that will help protect
and prepare us for what isto come
with the combat environment.
We vegot good, smart guysin here
and greeat team effort. They’ redoing
everything we' ve ask of them. We

areready.”

Celebrate May with
eco-friendly

| ﬂ
By Kevin D. Evans

Joint Region Marianas Energy
Manager

May isn't just May Day, Cinco
de Mayo, Mother’s Day and
Memoria Day. It is dso not just
flowersand giftstoloved ones, but
agreet timeto actively provideen-
ergy-€fficient and environmental-
friendly gifting too.

Thisgifting month, | might sug-
gest gifting your significant other
with the traditional chocolates,

flowers and wine that
areenvironmentaly

sugtaineble. Local-

ly, please con-

sider checking

out your loca ex-

change and commissariesfor envi-
ronmentally-sustainable gifts and
products. For you cybersurfers,
check out the Green Mother’s Day
Gift Guide” at
http://inhabitat.com/green-gift-
guide-mothers-day-2009/ for their
eco-friendly picks for Mother’s
Day gifts that are sure to please
both your mom and Mother Earth.

For the big-ticket gifting, | a-
ways suggest changing out your
treditiond internal combustion en-
gine vehicle with a gasoline-elec-
trichybrid (HEV) engineoneavail-
able in two or four-door sedan,
mini-van and light truck. Every-
thing one could want to know
about the topic, how your own ve-
hicle rates, can be found on one
government Web site www.fuele-
conomy.gov. It covers many fuel
and vehicletopics, containsdown-
loads of the latest vehicle ratings,
hel pful hintsto get the most out of
your current vehicle and much
more.

Enjoy the many events of May
as gifting can be as sustainable as
it is enjoyable. So, please check
out local aswell as web-based re-
SOUrces.
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By Col. Kim Brook
36th Maintenance Group Commander

“Growing up in amilitary fami-
ly offerssome challenges, but it so
provides some specia rewards,”
wrote Marine Gen. Peter Pace,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, inaletter to military children
April 19, 2006. “You can be proud
of your momand dad for their brave
defense of this great country. Your
love and support sustainsthem. So
thank you for being there for mom
and dad. You areAmerican patriots
and role modelsfor usal.”

What doyou mean | havetoturn
inmy identification (ID) card?” My
military 1D card had been what de-
fined my identity since birth in an
Army hospital at Fort Lee, Va.
When my dad retired from the Unit-
ed States Army, the thought of no
longer being a part of the military
had not occurred to me. It was not
only weird but dso alittle bit scary.
Itwastheonly lifel’d known. | was
one of over amillion military chil-
drendso knownas“military brats’.
A military brat isin no way a
derogatory term in my opinion be-
cause it, like the terms military
Spouse or military member, associ-
aed me with an esteemed way of
life. | wasvery proud to bean Army
brat.

Now having served almost 25
years in the Air Force, | have my
own military children and would
liketo take the opportunity to reflect
onlifeasamilitary child. | remem-
ber being told once that if the mil-
itary had wanted meto have afam-
ily, they would haveissued me one.
Now | know that this was the cal-
lous view of an individual and not
theviews of the Department of De-
fense but | can't help but fed that
not enough recognition is given to
the sacrifices of the children of mil-
itary members. Perhaps because
April isnoted for thetrid s of show-
ers that bring forth the rewards of
May flowers, it isthe perfect month
to celebrate the tridls military chil-
dren must endure but with the hope-
ful outcome of becoming more re-
warding adults. It is avery appro-

military

priate time to recognize the sacri-
fices that military children make.
Growing up in a military com-
munity has defined my life and
view of America and the world.
Living in foreign countries made
me stand out as an American. Liv-
ing in the atates gave me the privi-
lege of passing through the gates
that many at school could not tres-
pass. At the age of 10, my 1D card
tied my faceto military serviceand
identified me as unique amongst
my peers who wouldn’t get any-
thing quite as cool until they got
their driverslicense. That card gave
me accessto the post exchange and
commissary. It gave me access to
travel and discounts and onto bases
and pogts al around the world. It
made me fedl | had aduty and re-
sponsibility to represent my coun-
try. That card identified that | had
been to many places, attended many
schoals, that | was dependable, and
honorable and perhapseven alittle
smarter and more mature than my
peers, who hadn’t had the opportu-
nity to see the world like | had.
Though I am from an older gener-
ation of military children, | believe
many of these same attributes exist
in today’s military children.
Military children today are till
forced to move often, attend many
different schools, and live in for-
eign places during their parent’s
service. They have the added bur-
den of active engagementsin Irag
and Afghanistan which force them

to explore the human condition with
more focused perspectives on reli-
gion, globa communication, and
economics. As generation Y and
Z'ers, military children are now
more interconnected given therise
of instant communication technolo-
gies made possible through use of
theinternet, such ase-mail, texting,
ingtant messaging and new media
used through Web sites like
YouTube and social networking
sites like Facebook, MySpace and
Twitter. They areforced to assume
the same adaptability traits that
come with being a military child
but grow up in an environment that
dlows them to question more, as-
sociate more, and yes, even rebel
more.

Where military children of gen-
erations past were uprooted without
the benefits of alot of information
about why they were moving, alot
of advanced information on where
they were going, and strong tiesto
thecommunitiesthey wereleaving
behind, today’s military children
have become masters of more ro-
bust communication. Though they
continue to have to contend with
thereal possibilities presented with
the military service of their parent
or parents, they are ableto be more
actively engaged, whether “skyp-
ing” with the military member
down range, “googling” the new
duty assignment location, or “face-
timing” with friends and family
from abroad. They are no longer
theinvigble by-products of our mil-
itary community.

As Pat Conroy, author of “The
Great Santini” states in the intro-
ductionto Mary Edward Wertsch's
book, “Military Brats. Legacies of
Childhood Inside the Fortress”,
“there are no ceremonies to mark
the end of our career as military
brats... wesmply walk out into our
destinies, into the dead center of
our lives, and try to make the most
of it.”

Upon retirement, military mem-
bersreceive great accoladesfor their
years of dedicated service, pouses

See Brook, Page 7

‘What's That?': A Cmdr. William C. McCool Elementary and Middle School student peers
over a bridge during a fieldtrip to the Navy Water Treatment Plant in Santa Rita April 27.

U.S. Navy photo by Shaina Marie Santos/Released

MEMS students

visit Navy water plant

By Shaina Marie Santos
Joint Region Edge Staff

Students, teachers and parents of
Cmdr. William C. McCool Elemen-
tary and Middle School toured the
Navy Water Treatment Plant in San-
taRitaApril 27.

The group of students toured a
number of sites at the plant and
learned how water from the Fena
Reservoir is collected and treated
for safe consumption by Guam'’s
naval facilitiesand surrounding vil-
lages.

Potable Water System Supervi-
sor Gino Tison said he hopes stu-
dents gain an understanding of
where the water in their homes
comes from.

“1 want them to appreciate red-
ly that it'snot avery smple process
how these things happen,” he said.
“We're open 24/7, so thisisn't a
project where after it's done you
wak away fromiit; thisis a contin-
uous operation.”

During thetour, MEM S students
were given afirgt-hand experience
a working at the plant, by taking
control of a hose used to rinse the
plant’s backwash tankswhile guid-
ed by one of the plant operators.

GUNG names top Soldiers anc

By Capt. Ken Ola
Guam National Guard Public Affairs

Close to 700 Soldiers, Airmen,
family members and guests of the
Guam Naiond Guard (GUNG) gath-
eredfor thefirg Joint Enlised Awards
Banquet and cdebrated the announce-
ment of thisyear’stop enlisted serv-
icemembersApril 14 in Tumon.

Three Airmen and two Soldiers
were recognized as this year’s Sol-
dier, Airman and Non-Commis-
sioned Officers (NCO) of the Yesr.

“Our Soldiers and Airmen do so
many things that are often unrecog-
nized,” said Mg. Gen. Benny M.
Paulino, TheAdjutant Generd of the
Guam Guard. “ Thisbanquet isoneof
those opportunitieswewanted to teke
to make sure that their hard work is

not smply acknowledged, but more
importantly, publicly heraded.”

Ten Soldiersand 13Airmenwere
nominated by their units and com-
peted in avariety of categories.

Categories for the Guam Army
National Guard (GUARNG) top
honorswere Soldier of the Year and
Non-Commissioned Officer of the
Year. For the Guam Air National
Guard, the categories were Airman
of theYear, NCO of the Year and Se-
nior NCO of the Year.

Thisyear’stop Soldiersand Air-
men were;

Spe. Vincent P. Penaflor, Bravo
Company — Soldier of the Year

Sgt. Randy Eustaquio, Bravo
Company —NCO of the Year

Senior Airman Anthony Dulla,
254th Security Forces Squadron —

Alirman of the Year

Tech. Sgt Carmela Rapadas,
254th Force Support Squadron —
NCO of the Year

Magter Sgt Charles McDonald,
254th Security Forces Squadron —
Senior NCO of the Year

Asdefromtrophiesto recognize
their accomplishments, the Soldiers
and Airmen took home gift baskets
filled with a variety of gift certifi-
catesand other giveaways courtesy
of member companiesof theArmed
Forces Committee of the Guam
Chamber of Commerce.

Gift contributors included the
Armed Forces Committee; Atkins
Kroll Inc.; Outback Steakhouse;
CasPlus, Micronesian DiversAs
sociation; Guam USO; Tango The-
atres; Money Resources|nc.; Jones

& Guerrero Company; Johnson
Controls, and Holiday Resort Guam.
Competition for the GUARNG
Soldier and NCO of theyear began
amost sx monthsago. Soldiersand
NCOs contended in many physical-
ly grueling events such as the
Record Army Physicd FitnessTests,
road marches and land navigation.
Servicemembersalso had to take a
written test and stand before aboard
of Sergeant Majors, who grilled
them on military mettersand current
events. Four Soldiers competed in
the solider of the year category,
while six contended in the NCO of
theyear category. Thewinnersgoon
to battle in the regional competi-
tionstobeheldin San Luis Obispo,
Ca later this month.
Thecompetitioninthe GUANG

MEMS fifth-grade teacher Mae
Hores said the tour gave studentsa
moreredigicview of theweter sys-
tem, enabling them to apply what
they’ve learned to what they’ve
seen.

“What one of our classes did is
build their own water filtration sys-
tem,” shesad. “Thisispart of red-
ly seeing firs-hand a water filtra
tion plant. When they do it in the
classroom, then they see the actud
processand procedure, it givesthem
a better depth of knowledge.”

Hores added that the first-hand
knowledge students gain from the
tour engages them more because it
relateswhat they learn to their own
lives.

“This is the real thing,” Fores
said. “And they’re interested be-
causethisisthewater that goesinto
their homes.”

Sherry Kirby, one of the parent
chaperonesduring thevist, said she
found it interesting to seethe process
ad learn the difference between lake
water and tap water.

“| think it's great for [students]
to know where their water comes
from and how it's cleaned and why
itssafe” shesad. “It'simportant to
[my son] to know the water he's
drinking is safe for him.”

Irmen

spans the entire year. A selection
committeelooksat the accomplish-
ments of the Airman nominees
throughout the year. Things they
look at include leadership opportu-
nities, community service, deploy-
ments and physicd fitness.

“Winnersmove onto viefor top
Airman, among the Pacific Air
Forces Air Guard units, and at the
sametime, go up againg nominees
from 53 other states and territories
acrosstheAir Nationd Guard,” said
Command Chief Master Sergeant
JosephAlcairo, Senior Enlisted Ad-
visor for the GUANG. “If they win
athislevd, they then competeinthe
Air Force wide sdlection of the top
Airmen. Guam Guard Airmeninre-
cent years have won in both higher
level competitions.”



Bull's-Eye: A Guam High School student takes aim during the Far East Guam Regional Marksmanship Competition at Gab Gab Beach on
U.S. Naval Base Guam April 29. U.S. Navy photo by Shaina Marie Santos/ Released

CADETS: Fostering friendships

Continued from Page 1

Bowling, once ayear al DoDEA
Pacific schools gather for a mest,
which has been held in Sasebo,
Japan for the past two years. How-
ever, thiscompetition only includ-
ed half DoDEA Pecific schools,
while the other haf were to com-
pete elsewhere.

“We have meetsfor marksman-
ship and then for drill and in order
for some of the other schools to
get achanceto travel and compete
more often, we add an extra event
per year,” hesaid. “Marksmanship
isthisone.”

Bowling emphasized the impor-
tance of marksmanship asapart of
JROTC programs.

“WEe renot intending for thekids
to become expert marksmen, but
just the exposure for it ant the dis-
cipline of learning how to shoot —
that’sone of thereasonswhy it'san
important part,” he said.

However, Bowling said one of
the most important parts of the
event wasto promote camaraderie
among cadets.

“The biggest thing is the fact
that the kids get to meet the kids
from the other schools,” he said.
“It'saredly good chance for kids
to mingle and get to know each
other from other parts of theworld
and other schools.”

Sasebo Japan’s EJ King High
School’s Senior Naval Scienceln-
gructor Cmdr. Jeffrey Sizek echoed
Bowling's remarks.

“[Marksmanship] teaches [stu-
dents] asignificant amount of dis-
cipline, asignificant amount of be-
ing able to focus and teenagers
have enough trouble focusing any-
way,” he said. “[Marksmanship]
gets them to pay attention. They
learn to be safewith firearms. This
is Olympic-style air rifle shooting
and it requiresadgnificant amount
of control and alot has to do with
form. You can’'t just walk up and do
thisreal quick, it'salearning thing,
it takes months and months to do
it right.”

Sizek said that overdl, the pro-
gram teaches its cadets lessons
to last them alifetime.

“Thisisacadet run program...
and the cadets do most of the
work,” he said. “The whole idea
here is we teach them honor,
courage, commitment. We teach
them responsibility, we teach
them accountability and then we
actually put them in charge and
do the work because that’s how
they learn. They need to learn
now, all of the stuff they have to
do, and what’sinvolved and lead-
ership.”

Arcelita Franchino agreed with
Sizek. Franchino was present dur-
ing the event to cheer on and take
photos of her daughter, one of the
cadets competing from GHS.

“[JROTC] does alot for her,”
she said. “Especially being re-
sponsible, learning how to work
together with a group. It helps
them grow up, be responsible and
be independent.”

Individual Marksman
First place

Edwin Cantara

Simon Sanchez High School

Second place
Rachelle Columbino
Simon Sanchez High School

Third place
Antonio Herrera
Southern High School

Team Marksmen
First place

Simon Sanchez High School
Varsity

Second place
Southern High School

Third place
E.J. King High School Varsity
Sasebo, Japan

Team Biathalon

First place
M.C. Perry High School
Iwakuni, Japan

Second place
Guam High School

Third place
Father Duenas Memorial School

BROOK: Childrenare part of community

Continued from Page 6

receive recognition from unit lead-
ership and even the president of the
United States for their years of
support, understanding and sacri-
fice on behalf of the military. Mil-
itary children have been a part of
our military community since the
first sonewascast and yet they re-

ceive very little for the years they
may give, and the sacrifices they
makefor the sake of military serv-
ice. In these times of tremendous
change, we need the growing num-
ber of youths who've learned the
adaptability skillsgrowing up mil-
itary provides. They come with
openness to other cultures, first-
hand knowledge of thetriasof liv-

ing amilitary life and are the epit-
omeof resiliency, aresiliency nec-
essary to meet our future challenges
asanation.

For those who sacrifice without
having the choice to serve, who
persevere despite the challenges,
and adapt and flourish - our military
children, I'd like to say thank-you
for your service.

CBCS: Communijcation
Important to missions

Continued from Page 1

become a necessity for both indi-
vidua and industry, satellite trans-
missions have been anationa com-
modity. For the military, communi-
cation capabilities have been aval-
ued asset, especidly in adeployed
environment.

“We establish connection from
our location to enable many usersto
have telephone and Internet capabil-
ity,” sad Staff Sgt. David Fogter,
644th CBCS RF transmissions su-
pervisor. “Without the mgjor con-
nection, thereisnothing that can be
done. Unlesswe get our link estab-
lished, the othersaren’t abledo their
job. Wedso havetacticd radiosthat
dlow ground-to-air communication
and aso enables multiple users to
communicate between each other.”

“We establish the satdllite link,”
he continued. “ Our job isimportant
enoughto require usto be one of the
first out to establish the bare base.
Usudly you'll have security forces,
civil engineersand communications
Airmen. After dl, thefirst part of a
deployment is security, base build-
up and communications. COMM
dlowsthefirst respondersto report
back to main base and let them
know vitd information to mission
success.”

Chrisman compared the satellite
link they make to agarden hose.

“If we were to stretch a garden
hosefrom Eath tothe satdlite, thet's
your path,” he said. “If you send
water through it, that would be the
data you are sending. We as SAT-
COM (satellite communications)
basicdly establish the water hose
that alows user detato flow through
it”

Having to establish the first-line
connection requires urgency. The
SATCOM team worksin lessthan
an eight-hour window aong with
difficulties posed by the environ-
ment where the connection is be-
ing established.

“Thebiggest difficulty inabare-

base environment for SATCOM, |
would say, would be finding the
right satellite to connect to,” Chris-
mansad. “ Therearetimesthat mul-
tiple satellites are around the same
area in space, 0 it is possible to
track thewrong satdllitein orbit. We
canfindit, but youwon't bedlowed
totranamit information to thewrong
saelite. The hardest thing is mak-
ing surethat weare on the appropri-
ate satdllite and that the equipment
communicates properly.”

“Occasiondly, you find unstable
satellites that are difficult to con-
nect to,” he continued. “Wejust hap-
pentobeinavery good region here,
where we are usng a new, stable
Wideband Gap System satellite.”

In addition to the difficulties of
finding theright satellite, Foster said
that lack of manpower and amount
of equipment can aso affect thejob
pace for SATCOM on thefield.

“Manpower isaso alimiting fac-
tor inthiskind of environment,” he
sad. “You haveto have enough peo-
pleto operatethetermind. If SAT-
COM goes down, and I'm a my
security job, they would haveto go
out there and relieve me so | can
take care of the problem.”

Both downrange and on base, RF
transmission services are on high
demand.

But despite the mergers and the
occasiona difficulties of the job,
both noncommissioned officersare
aware of the importance of their
role, especidly out on thefield.

“I redlly likemy job, andit's def-
initely important,” Foster said.
“When you' redoing real missions,
communicetion isvitd.”

“I likealot of agpectsof my job,”
Chrisman said, echoing Foster’sap-
preciation of being in their career
field. “I'm starting to learn more of
the networking side and redlly en-
joy that aspect. | lovetactical satel-
lite equipment and proud to servein
the military, do my job and defend
my country in the process.”

Communication is Key: The 644th Combat Communications Squadron Airmen set up a
satellite dish that allows the team to be current with the latest world events during Exer-
cise Dragon Thunder at Andersen Air Force Base April 19. Satellite transmission is the
main source of communication and information in a deployed environment. U.S. Air Force
photo hy Airman 1st Class Marianique Santos/Released
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Ready to Load: These Mark 84 munitions are one of several differ-
ent types of munitions built and transported during the Combat Am-
munition Production Exercise (CAPEX) on Andersen Air Force Base
April 24. CAPEX tested Andersen Air Force Base's strategic capabilities
in the area of munitions readiness. U.S. Air Force photo by Senior Airman

CAPEX IS @ SUCCESS: Tes

By By Senior Airman Veronica McMahon
36th Wing Public Affairs

The Combat Ammunition Production Exer-
cise (CAPEX) concluded with an outbrief April
27 announcing the CAPEX’s success, testing the
36th Munitions Squadron’s and deployed-in
forces' ability to build munitions and support
combat sorties.

The non-rated exercise, conducted April 23-
26, isdone once ayear and only in the Pacific Air
Forces (PACAF) command. Working 24-hour
operations, the 250 personnel involved were able
totrainin various areas. Not only did they meet,
but they exceed Andersen’s expectations by build-
ing 1,500 munitions in a four-day
period.

“CAPEX isagreat exercise
that tests the abilitiesand ca-
pabilities of a wing to pro-
duce awartime-scenario mu-
nitions build,” said Col. Herb
Phillips, Logistic Readiness
division chief at PACAF
Headquarters and CAPEX
team lead. “It gives that
wing the opportunity to
take that wartime require-
ment, translate it into an air

tasking order or a flying schedule, and then for
the ammo and munitions personnel to build to
that schedule, deliver and get the munitionsto the
arcraft.”

The evaluators assessed the Airmen in multi-
ple categories to include conventional air-
launched cruise missiles, break out, munitions
control, big bombs, accountability, line delivery
and weapons in check. The evaluators were im-
pressed with what they saw.

“The exercise has been quite impressive, the
wing certainly knows how to build bombs,”
Phillips said. “Watching the Airmen at all of the
different sights as they breakout the bombs and
as they build them up and transport them off,
has been quite incredible.”

While members from the 36th Munitions
Squadron made up most of the Airmen,
there were many deployed in troops
from across the Air Force.
A loading exercise was also
held in conjunction with the
CAPEX to test the skills
of the new 36th Ex-
peditionary Air-
craft Mainte-

nanceSquadron (EAMXS) deployed in from
Minot Air Force Base (AFB), N.D.

“This LOADEX (loading exercise) is unique
because it is done in conjunction with CAPEX
and we have enough training shapes to do afull
load,” said Maj. William Babbit, 36 EAMXS
commander. “A full load on the B-52 is eight
CALCMs (conventional air-launched cruise
missle) and 12 joint air-to-surface standoff mis-
siles (JASSM).”

These exercises conducted simultaneously al-
lowed for atimeline for both the bomb builders
and the loaders. The CALCMs and JASSMswere
two of the main bombs built during this training
exercise.

“The more experience we have loading these
missiles the quicker we are at providing assets,
and doing this along with the CAPEX gives

Night Vision: Airmen from the 36t
place bombs on a rack during the
tion Exercise (CAPEX) on Ander
Members from the 36th MUNS bui
to support the CAPEX mission. U.S
Benjamin Wiseman/Released
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Building Ammo:
Airman from the 36th
Munitions Squadron
(MUNS) build a Mark
84 bomb during the
Combat Ammunition
Production Exercise
(CAPEX) on Andersen
Air Force Base April
24, U.S. Air Force photo

by Senior Airman Jeffrey
Schultze/Released

(s capabilities, builds 1,500 bombs

h Munitions Squadron (MUNS)
Combat Ammunition Produc-
sen Air Force Base April 25.
t munitions through the night
Air Force photo by Senior Airman
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Keen, 36th EAMXS
jef deployed in from
 good training to keep
oroficient.”

the capabilities is not
g Airmen, but benefits
the Air Force.

“APEX are extremely
- Force for a couple of
said. “Number one, it
to hone our wartime
'not get to exercise on
ber two, it gives us a
that our adversaries,
/ be, know that we are
1 able to execute our
it anytime.”

men not only made a
10n the evaluators, but
rship expressed their
he hard work involved

u had a chance to gen-
ons, and 96.2 percent
e,” said Col. Donald
Ving vice commander.
yand you all should be
ves. Today you should
' you’ ve accomplished
e proven what we do

Y

Teamwork: Airmen from the 36th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, upload a training Conventional Air-Launched Cruise Missile during the Combat Ammunition Production Exercise (CAPEX)

on Andersen Air Force Base April 23. U.S. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Alexandre Montes/Released
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Delicioso: A plate of Mexican food is served at a home in Chalan Pago April 30. Mexican
food is one way to indulge in celebration of Cinco de Mayo which falls on May 5 this year.
U.S. Navy photo by Shaina Marie Santos/ Released

Contemporary holiday celebrates

culture,

By Shaina Marie Santos
Joint Region Edge Staff

or those on Guam cel-
ebrating Cinco de
Mayo, there are a
number of events on
U.S. Naval Base
Guam (NBG) and An-
dersen Air Force Base
(AFB) you can partake in to cele-
brate the Mexican holiday thisyear.

The holiday, which isheld on May
5, has become a popular celebration
of the Mexican culture in the Unit-
ed States, providing Mexican-Amer-
icans a chanceto celebrate their her-
itage and share it with others.

On NBG, Molly McGee's Irish
Pub will be hosting their Cinco de
Mayo celebration with a live band,
south of the border-style food and
other festive favorites.

NBG Morae, Welfare and Recre-
ation Food and Beverage Director
Robert Walter said the celebration
isjust oneway MWR offersdiverse
events.

“It'sacultural tradition,” he said.
“This is a reason to celebrate. You
don’'t have to be from that heritage
or that culture to appreciate the
event. It helps with awareness and

diversity, gives pride. We're a na-
tion of multi-cultures and each are
important in their own way.”

Walter added that it is an honor
to serve who he calls the best cus-
tomers in the world.

“We're serving those who serve,
keeping us safe,” he said. “We're
just glad to be there for them and
make their lives easier, bring alittle
home to them.”

On Andersen AFB, patrons can
celebrate by the beach at Bamboo
Willies. Attendees will be treated to
aMexican-stylefiestaand Latin mu-
sic from 5:30-11 p.m.

Bamboo Willies Manager Willie
Williamson hopes for patrons and
their families to enjoy themselves
this Cinco de Mayo.

“1 think people are expecting to
come down and have good food,
good fun, and take a moment to re-
member what [the holiday] isabout,”
he said. “It'sapart of our history. It
lets us know that we have come a
long ways in alot of freedoms that
we have are tied to the people who
have sacrificed.”

Cinco de Mayo, which means
May 5, celebrates the defeat of
French forces at the Battle of Puebla
on May 5, 1862.

Cinco de Mayo

Cinco de Mayo at Molly McGee’s Irish Pub

May 5 at 7 p.m.

Live music from “Empty Pockets”

Enjoy a fiesta plate along with other Cinco de Mayo favorites
For more information, call 564-1834

First Friday at Top of the Rock

May 4 at 4:30 p.m.

Lots of great food, fun, a DJ and prize drawings.

Free for Club Members and their family members and $5 per
person for nonmembers ans their family members.

For more information call 366-6166

Cinco de Mayo Celebration at Bamboo Willies

May 5 from 5:30 p.m.to 11 p.m.

There will be a Mexican-style fiesta featuring a Taco Bar and
homemade salsa, a disc jockey playing your favorite Latino
hits and beverage specials.

The “Andersen’s Got Talent” contest will also start at 7 p.m.
The Mexican-style fiesta is $9.95 for club members, $11.95 for
non-members and free for ages five and under.

For more information, call 366-6166



By Shaina Marie Santos
Joint Region Edge Staff

In observance of Department of De-
fense Education Activity (DoDEA) Pecif-
ic's Science Technology Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) Awareness week,
students a Guam High School (GHS)
witnessed a mock oil spill a the school
in AganaHeightsApril 26.

Nava Facilitiesand Engineering Com-
mand (NAVFAC) Maianasand DZSP21
environmental specialists performed the
spill and informed students abouit differ-
ent kindsof chemica spillsand how they
aem .

NAVFAC Marianas Environmental
Management Assstant Carlo Unpingco
said the presentation wasto cregte aware-
ness for students about environmental
concernsthat arisewhen an oil spill tekes

ace.

“Wildlife around the world face envi-
ronmenta contamination from humanin-
fluences on the naturd world,” he sad.
“As animals are threatened by environ-
menta contamination, we need to exam-
ine what can be done to minimize the
risk of contamination and maximize the

response to such problems.”

NAVFAC Marianas Environmental
Protection Speciaist Blaise Koki echoed
Unpingco's remarks and added thet the
demondtration was to tesch students to
identify what it takes and what happens
during an actua oil spill.

“It'sgoing to show the kids how to ?o
about and what we do to clean up aspill,”
hesad. “It givesthem more of an aware-
ness when there's a spill — what to do
about it. It'simportant to protect the en-
vironment, to make sure that the kids
know what’s going on out there and know
how to handle the Stuation.”

Instead of oil, water was used to
demongtrate how an il spill iscontained
Witgtheuseof absorbent socks, padsand
sand.

DzSP21 Environmental Protection
Specidig Olivia ldechiil said she hopes
learning about the environment can in-
Soire sudentsto protect it.

“This environment is the only place
we've got,” she said. “If we destroy it,
WEe re not going to go anywhere.”

GHS science teacher Eric Eisaman
said having afirst-hand look at environ-
menta practicesmakesdl thedifference.

“Wefeed from pictures, wefeed from

to hanale oll sp

the internet and books but whenever re-
a peoplecomeinto expresstheactivities
they engagein day to day life, that’swhat
rega(]}I ly gets the ball moving faster,” he
sa

Eisaman d s said having studentswit-
nessfirg-handimprovesthear understand-
ing of the importance of teamwork.

“1t'smorethan just knowing stuff, it's
working together asateam,” he said. “I
wanted the kids to see a mock drill be-
causeyou get to see the coordination be-
tween the people and redize that it'sjust
asimportant to be a good people person
asitisto know theraw facts”

GHSPrincipd Phil Kem said STEM's
coursawork is directly related to job ex-
perience, specifically to high-end science
positions.

“The kids actualy get to experience
real world occurrences and how to ded
withthose” hesaid. “[ Themock ail spill]
gave them ared-life scenario to be able
to seehow the STEM programworksdi-
rectly from science to an actua occur-
rence. It's redly a philosophica change
in educetion inthat it's promoting teech-
ing to be geared directly towards problem
solving in the real world.”

Cleaning Up: DZSP 21 environmental protection spec

ist Olivia [dechil

explains how to control an oil spill during a mock oil spill demonstration
at Guam High School in Agana Heights April 26. The presentation, hosted
by Naval Facilities Engineering Command Marianas,

was in observance of the Department of Defense

Education Activity’s Science, Engineering,

Technology and Mathematics Awareness week.

U.S. Navy photo by Shaina Marie Santos/

Released

JSNH Guam Sailor reads to children

Story Time: Lt. Cmdr. Andrew Tarrant, or
U.S. Naval Hospital Guam, begins to read,
“The Napping House,” by Audrey and Don
Wood to children at the Morale Welfare and
Recreation (MWR) Library during story time
onU.S. Naval Base Guam April 25.Story time
isa volunteer program which allows service
members to read to children of all ages at
MWR Library every Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
(U.S. Navy photos by Mass Communication
Specialist 2nd Class Jeremy M. Starr/Re-
leased)

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd

Class (SWIAW) Jeremg Starr
Joint Region Edge Staff

More then a dozen children and
perantsatended agyingreedingevat
atheMorde Wefareand Recretion
(MWR) library on U.S. Navd Bas
Guam (NBG) April 25.

Lt. Cmar. Andrew Tarart, of U.S
Navd Hospitd (USNH) Guam, was
asked by thelibrarian to reed to chil-

drenandchosetoreed Audrey andDon
Woaod's* TheNgopingHouse” abook
Hetted from hisparsord library.

“I brought my o book, becausel
thaughtthekidswouldlovetoreedahig
bodk,” hesdd

Taran, afahe of four, vigtstheli-
brary regualy with hisfamily and e+
courages them and other children to
reed, notanly textbooks but storybooks
aswll.

“[Reeding] ststhemupfor suocess
inthefuture” hesad.“ Ithelpsthechild

havesf-confidenceandtogrowvtobe
anaticuateadult”

Ensign Brian Bonzo, assigned
USNH Guam, ateded theevert with
hisdeughte, apreki Sudert
a Omdr. WilliamC.McCod Bemerr
tary/Midde Schod.

“Welovetotheligentothe Salors
reed the ories evay wek,” Borzo
sd. “My wifeand Kar cometothe
library every day dter shod toreedand
pick out bookstotekehome”

MWRlibray employee Sepherie

Osonsadshetakesenjoyssesaingchil-
dren vist thelibrary as esddeto
wetch them leem and grow with eech
evary book they reed.

“I love wetching the kids every
Wedheday,” she sad. “ Sometimes
thereisalat, someimesthareisonly a
little, and sometimesweget somedf the
smekids”

FomMay 151y 25theMWRLI-
bray will hogaSummer ReedingRo-
gam for dl ages induding children
younger then 1. Theprogram isfund-

e by the Navy Genard Library Pro-
graminWeshington, D.C. Thedjjet
o theprogramistohaveSalasandther
families continue to reed through the
umme months Evary patidipentwill
recdve a oatificate and gift beg. Top
reedars of eech categary, whichrange
fromyounger then 1to19yearsad, will
recdveadditiond prizes

For more information with the
MWR Library, please visit
hitp/Amwwifaoetook conmypegesMW
R-Library-Guam or call 564-1836.

From DoDEA Pacific District Guam
Public Affairs

Jeff Arrington, acting super-
intendent, Department of De-
fense Education Activity (Do-
DEA) Pacific Guam Schools,
would like to announce the
newly elected school board
members and extend congratu-
lations to Allen E. Blend,
Michelle Dana and Michael
Gadsden, as new members of
our school board for the 2012-
2013 school year.

Blend, Master Sergeant, U.S.

DODEA school hoard e

Army National Guard, has
coached high school football.
He has experience working with
children as a youth coach for
the Guam National Youth Foot-
ball Federation. He would like
to be a school board member to
represent the interests of de-
ployed soldiers and their fami-
liesaswell asall Guam Nation-
al Guard service members. He
has children attending Ander-
sen Elementary School and
Guam High School.

Dana, military spouse, has a
degree in nursing and is cur-

rently attending American Mil-
itary University. She has been
actively involved in the school’s
Parent Teacher Organization, a
member of the Utah Land Trust
Board, a classroom volunteer
and avolunteer with Red Cross.
She was a teacher at a Chil-
dren’s House Montessori
School in Utah. She has been a
cub scout den leader and Sun-
day school teacher. Dana stat-
ed that she wanted to be a
school board member to serve
the DODEA community.

“| am community service ori-

ented having served on a state-
side local emergency planning
committee (co-chair), regional
response planning committee
(vice- chair), Utah regions plan-
ning committee, and communi-
ty emergency response team
board,” she said.

She has children attending
Cmdr. William C. McCool Ele-
mentary/Middle School.

Gadsden, FBI Special Agent,
has a bachelor’s of science de-
gree from University of South
Carolina and DeVry. Gadsden
is aschool volunteer as well as

ects SY 2012-2013 hoard members

atutor. He teaches tennisin his
spare time. As a member of the
school board, he wants to assist
DoDEA in improving educa-
tion.

“| am a passionate advocate
for educating our children,” he
said. “I feel that my contribu-
tions will make a positive dif-
ference.”

He has children attending
Andersen Middle School and
Guam High School.

For more information, please
contact the district superinten-
dent’s office at 344-9167.
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Chapel Schedule

U.S. Naval Base Guam
Office Hours: Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Roman Catholic Mass
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 9 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 5 p.m.

Protestant Worship Service
Sunday Service: Traditional and
Contemporary Service:

10:30 a.m.

Jewish Shabbat

Friday, 6:30 p.m.

Naval Hospital Guam
Roman Catholic Mass
Monday-Friday, 11:30 a.m.
Chapel of Hope: Sunday, 9 a.m.
Women'’s Bible Study: Every
second and fourth Saturday of
the month at 8:30 a.m. at the
Fellowship Hall, Building 61

Andersen Air Force Base
Roman Catholic Mass (Chapel 1)
Weekday Mass: Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday, 11:30 a.m.
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5 p.m.
Sunday Mass: 9:30 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday, 4:30-4:50 p.m.
Military Council of Catholic
Women: Second and fourth
Tuesday of the month, Chapel 1
Annex, 6:30 p.m.

Catholic Youth of the Chapel:
Second and fourth Wednesday
of the month, Chapel 1 Annex,
6:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal: Chapel 1,
Saturday 4-5 p.m. and Sunday,
8-9 a.m.

Protestant Worship Service
Praise Service: Sunday, Chapel
2,9 am.

Gospel Service: Sunday,
Chapel 2, 11:30 a.m.
Emerging Worship Service:
Sunday, Lighthouse, 6 p.m.
Protestant Women of the
Chapel: Second Monday of each
month, Chapel 2 Annex, 6:30
p.m.

Protestant Men of the
Chapel: Wednesday,
Lighthouse, 7 p.m.

Protestant Youth of the
Chapel: Thursday, Chapel 2
Annex, 7 p.m.

Protestant Young Adults:
Thursday and Saturday,
Lighthouse, 6 p.m.

Protestant Sunday School:
(September-May) Sunday,
Chapel Activity Center,

10:15 a.m.

Schedules subject to change. To
confirm times or for information
about other programs, call the
chapels at:

Andersen Air Force Base:
366-6139

U.S. Naval Base Guam
339-2126

U.S. Naval Hospital Guam:
344-9127

By Lt. Matthew Drayton
U.S. Naval Base Guam Chaplain

What kind of people are
church people? Do these words
help you to picture a certain kind
of person? What do they look
like? What do their hearts look
like? Do you likethem? Arethey
the kind of people you’' d want to
hang out with? Are they friend-
ly?Istheir faith genuine or super-
ficial? Any way you cut it, the
term to many can sound a bit
stiff.

In the first century, Jesus at-
tempted to clarify for the disci-
ples what church people should
be because he was frustrated with
what they had become. A once
courageous and faithful people
had become legalistic, hypocrit-
ical and self-righteous, and it had
all become a big show devoid of
substance and value. Unfortu-
nately, the problem is not foreign
to us and all too often we suffer
the same problem today.

In Mark 12:41-44, we find the
story of the widow and her of-
fering. So many have considered
this passage to be about giving
money, but its not. Instead, this
passage is about heart, the heart
God wants his people to have.

Churceh

0

This is why ahidst a crowd of
people, many of whom rich and
flaunting their giving, Jesus sees
this lowly widow and points out
her meek offering of
two copper coins
worth less than a
cent,and says that
her offering ismore.

But why is it more?
Ironically their location
was the court of the Gen-
tiles, where there were large
coffers. These coffers are where
peoplewould give their offering,
and as they gave it would clang
loudly. The more the coins the
more the noise and attention the
giver would receive. In addition

[

it was Called the bird offering.
The bird offering was designated
specifically for the building of
the temple or God's church. Je-
sus highlights not the rich

but the widow to his

disciples because it

will not be chief exec-

utive officersand high

finance that will build
God's church, but people
with hearts like the widow.

In addition, thereligious dlite

had made a law that stated that
the minimum that could be of-
fered to the bird offering wastwo
copper coins. This was all the
widow gave because it was all
that she had. The rich gave out of

their abundance, but the widow
gaveal her grocery money. Even
more powerful and telling, the
Greek text gives away the true
weight of her offering because
the verse is actually translated
“she gave her whole life.” Said
in another way: Thiswidow, held
nothing back for herself and
‘gave her wholelife’ for the sake
of God’s church. It was an ac-
tion that required real faith, real
trust in God to provide and came
at apersonal cost, acost thewid-
ow paid willingly. This not only
reflected the heart of Jesus, but
mirrored what he was about to
do upon the cross.

When we consider the heart
God wants for his people, Jesus
pointsto the widow, because her
offering shows us a heart that tru-
ly bucksthe system, and itswith
thiskind of collateral that Christ
will build his church.

Imagine what the Christian
church today would look like if
it didn't care as much about its
worldly appearance and worldly
tendencies and instead built it-
self upon people who had afaith
and trust in God as real as the
widows. Perhaps then every ref-
erence to church people would
then be wonderfully positive. |
do believe this is what we are
striving for.



Turnho Kicking

the pounds away

“One, two, three, kick!”: Joanna Wyatt, right, instructs women and children stu-
dents during her turbo kick class at the Charles King Fitness Center on U.S. Naval Base
Guam April 26. Turbo lick is a combination of intense kickboxing moves which incor-
porates dance moves all choreographed to high energy and motivating music. U.S.
Navy Photos by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW/AW) Jeremy
Starr/Released

Plavers compete

In 2012 TAG Golf
Tournament

Par: Master Sgt Jake Barnes, right, eyes the ball following his putt, while his golf teammate and
son, Staff Sgt. Coby Barnes, Chief Warrant Officer 2 Robert Castro and Private 2nd Class Bill Penn,
from the Guam National Guard (GUNG), look on during the 2012 TAG (The Adjutant General) Golf
Tournament at the Admiral Nimitz Golf Course in Barrigada April 14. The father-and-son team rep-
resented the 254th Air Base Group and won 2nd place in the tournament. The golf tournament is
one of 14 events in this year's GUNG TAG Cup. The TAG cup is GUNG's annual sporting event intend-
ed to foster camaraderie and esprit de corps among the Soldiers, Airmen, dependents and retirees
of the Guam National Guard. U.S. Army phato by Capt. Ken Ola/Released
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