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Volunteers Place Flags in Honor of Memorial Day

By Shaina Marie Santos   
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs 
SANTA RITA, GUAM (May 30, 2012) – Service members, retirees and local residents worked together to place more than 3,000 Guam and American flags at the Asan Beach Memorial Park May 26. 

Coordinated by the National Park Service (NPS), 1,866 American and 1,667 Guam flags were placed in tribute to the lives lost on Guam during World War II (WWII).

NPS Park Ranger and event coordinator Ben Hayes directed volunteers throughout the flag placement. 

“It’s a powerful image,” he said. “This is something we’ve done several times in the past. We want to make it an annual tradition here at the park and with the community.”

Hayes said volunteer support is critical; adding that this year’s volunteer turn out was much like last year’s.

“We couldn’t do this unless we had significant support from the community, in particular, the military has been very supportive of this event,” he said. “It’s all about volunteers and getting them engaged and involved in the park and having something they can share, we can share with everyone else.” 

Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 25 Aviation Warfare Systems Operator 3rd Class Will Bennett was one of many volunteers from HSC-25 who volunteered in the event, pounding holes into the earth to fit each flag.

“[We’re] just here to put these flags out in memory of our fallen comrades,” he said. “The Marines when they stormed the beach, the Navy and the Coast Guard.”

Bennett said he appreciated the support from local residents who also participated.

“It’s very supportive, it shows that the community is really behind us and supports us,” he said. “People remembered what people do and the military is here to help and [local residents] have our back and support us a lot.” 

The event also attracted a number of retirees, including Army retired 1st Sergeant Jesse Cruz, who placed flags with his granddaughter. 

“Just thinking of a couple of my relatives and some of my friends who gave their life in Vietnam and I guess this is a small tribute to them,” he said. “To remember the people that gave their life for us to enjoy the freedom that we have. It’s a little token, on my part anyway, to show the appreciation of what they did.” 
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 349-4055/3209.
