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Thousands Support Relay for Life

By Shaina Marie Santos
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs 
SANTA RITA, GUAM (May 30, 2012) – Thousands of local residents and service members gathered in teams to support Relay for Life 2012, an annual cancer-awareness event held at George Washington High School in Mangilao May 25. 

The event, which lasted from 6 p.m. Friday to 7 a.m. Saturday, promoted health with a walk where multiple organizations participated and a luminaria ceremony which involved rows of lit paper bags bearing the names of cancer victims and survivors. 

Staff Sgt. April Duerr was one of the service members present from the Andersen Air Force Base (AFB) 36th Medical Group, whose team went by the name Medics for a Cure. 

“Today we’re hoping to raise cancer awareness, let people know, ‘hey, there are medics out there that do care for you’,” she said. “We do see patients that are diagnosed with cancer and we help treat them.”

Duerr said overall, the team’s goal was to inform the population that they are there to help.

“It’s really family oriented, especially here on Guam,” she said. “A lot of us are new to Relay for Life, but I really love the atmosphere that folks have out here. [We’re] just creating more ties, more friendships.” 

Duerr added the event was also a chance for service members to commemorate the people in their lives who have battled cancer.

“We have family, so all of us, at the back of our shirt, we have our own dedication,” she said. 

554th RED HORSE Airman 1st Class Darren Sharp echoed her remarks and added the event held a special meaning for him. 

“I’m going to be walking in memory of my great grandmother who passed away from cancer,” he said. “Get out there and show everyone that there is a reason to fight; there is a reason to push forward, just show the survivors.”

Sharp said the event is also a good opportunity to support the local community.

“Everyone should get out here and volunteer….show the community that you do care,” he said. “I think if locals see the military trying to get out in the community, it’ll ease the pressure between the two of us and help us get along better and show we’re normal people just like them.”

Andersen Middle School administrative assistant Debra Gallo has been the team captain of the largely Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA) Pacific-powered team, Love Conquers All. 

“We just thought love is what conquers all when it comes to cancer,” she said. “Even when you’re losing your battle; the love is still there with your family and friends.”

Gallo said teachers encourage student learning during the event through volunteer opportunities such as set up of the luminaria and other activities. 

“It’s important to teach the students about community support,” she said “If we don’t find the cure for cancer, then their children will also have to deal with cancer.”
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 349-4055/3209.
