COMMANDER, JOINT REGION MARIANAS[image: image1.jpg]



Public Affairs Office
Main: (671) 349-4055/3209
Fax:   (671) 349-1201

E-Mail: CJRMPAO@fe.navy.mil


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Press Release 12-057
Exercise Tests Guam’s Typhoon Readiness

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs 

and Airman 1st Class Mariah Haddenham

36th Wing Public Affairs 
SANTA RITA, Guam (June 20, 2012) – Local and military agencies on Guam participated in Exercise Typhoon Pakyo (PUHK-dzoo), a typhoon preparation and recovery exercise from June 10 -15. 
The exercise simulated steps that would be taken in a real-life situation, honing the skills of Joint Region Marianas (JRM), Andersen Air Force Base (AFB), U.S. Naval Base Guam and Government of Guam (GovGuam) personnel and educated civilians on the proper course of action island response teams would take in the event of a typhoon.
“[Exercise] Typhoon Pakyo [20]12 is a joint exercise with Joint Region Marianas and the Government of Guam preparing the island for the typhoon season that began June 1,” said Maj. Bruce Murren, 36th Wing inspector general. “It allows us here on Andersen AFB the opportunity to educate newcomers on the hazards associated with tropical cyclones before they affect us and to practice the processes we have in place for securing our facilities and recovering from a typhoon in order to return the base to operational status.”

This year’s exercise also involved the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and Commander, Navy Installations Command (CNIC) Emergency Management teams. 

“Every year we come out to assess the region’s mission readiness and this year we decided to come during the Pakyo exercise,” said Randy Morgan, CNIC training readiness officer. “We evaluated many aspects of the exercise including their prep, response and recovery phases.”

Evaluators observed the region’s staff, installations and tenant commands to determine the state of typhoon readiness through the use of the typhoon condition of readiness categories, increases with associated heavy weather planning meetings and personnel accountability via Navy Family Accountability and Assessment Systems.  

“Our main scenario was getting logistic materials from Saipan because our airport was down,” JRM Training and Readiness Officer Timothy Moon said. “We simulated three amphibious ships, USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6), USS Tortuga (LSD 46) and USS Denver (LPD 9), transporting supplies from Saipan to Guam.”

As a weather flight forecaster, Staff Sgt. Jacquelyn Payn, 36th Operation Support Squadron, said her unit has the responsibility of notifying all military facilities on island of the storm’s track. 

“This is all important information to relay, so families can prepare by making sure their outside items are secure, their shutters are closed and that they have obtained ample supplies for any power or water outages,” she said. “Even though you are forecasting bad weather, it’s all worth it when your forecast is correct and everyone was prepared.”
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
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