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By Shaina Marie Santos
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs 
Santa Rita, Guam (Sept. 19, 2012) – Service members of several branches and commands joined island residents in an effort to clean up Guam’s beaches as a part of the island’s 18th Annual International Coastal Cleanup Sept. 15. 

Air Force, Coast Guard, Army, Marines and Navy commands including Joint Region Marianas, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 5 (EODMU 5), Naval Facilities Engineering Command Marianas, Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 25, Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 74 and Naval Airborne Warfare Maintenance Unit 1.  

EODMU 5 Master-at-Arms 1st Class (SW) Altic Hughkong served as the site leader for cleanup efforts at Oka Point in Tamuning.

“The International Coastal Cleanup of Guam asked me to run this site and I offered my services to do that, to come out and help make a difference here, to help clean this beautiful island,” he said. “There’s a lot of trash that has accumulated over a year period so we wanted to show our support from EODMU 5 and from the Navy to help clean up.”

Hughkong emphasized the importance of Sailors joining Guam’s residents and offering their support for the greater good. 

“We have approximately 20 personnel from EODMU 5 and they all range from different time frames of being here on island and they all wanted to contribute and make a difference,” he said. “(Guam) being such a military-oriented island and being a U.S. protectorate also, it’s important for the Navy to show its support.”

According to Guam Environmental Protection Agency Public Information Officer Tammy Jo Anderson-Taft, the cleanup brings together a large number of volunteers yearly.

“Last year we had 3,000 volunteers and I think we’ll have more this year,” she said. “It’s really one of those events that everybody makes it an annual stop on their calendar and it’s really great to see so many people come out.”

Anderson-Taft said that last year, 11 tons of trash was pulled from Guam’s coasts and taken to the proper facilities, greatly reducing possible hazards to the ocean and marine life.

“Marine debris is a really big issue,” she said. “We’re talking about plastics that never go away, plastics, that when they go into the ocean, they don’t biodegrade they photodegrade so they just break down into smaller pieces.They end up impacting the food chain, they impact all animals they actually have a huge impact on habitat.”

In recent years, the cleanup has also introduced recycling efforts to further protect the environment. 

“Now, at every single site (volunteers) sort out aluminum cans and plastic bottles and glass and metal and cardboard,” Anderson-Taft said. “They sort out all the things that can be recycled, which is really great to see because it reduces the amount that is going into the landfill and it also keeps it from going into the ocean.”

EODMU 5 Yeoman Seaman Abigail Hill was one of the numerous Sailors that volunteered at Oka Point, picking up trash and debris.  

Though Hill grew up on Guam and has spent her whole life on the island, she was surprised to find how much trash is accumulated in a year and said that she was glad to be a part of the event’s efforts. 

“I’m very happy to come back and help and everything and pick up the trash, it’s just amazing how much we accumulate throughout a year in such a small area,” she said. “We had a really good turn out with everybody here. We definitely had a lot of people from my command that showed up today and I’m very proud of that.”

The cleanup was in participation of the Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup, which is in its 26th year, saving the Earth’s oceans from tons of waste. 
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 349-4055.
