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National Weather Service designates  
NAS Kingsville ‘StormReady’ 

 
NAS KINGSVILLE, TX -- The National Weather Office announced the designation of Naval Air 

Station (NAS) Kingsville, Texas, as a ‘StormReady Community’ Sept. 26.  NAS Kingsville joins 

128 other Texas communities currently designated, and becomes the first military installation in 

South Texas to achieve ‘StormReady’ status.  John Metz, Warning Coordination Meteorologist for 

the National Weather Service in Corpus Christi, presented a ceremonial ‘StormReady’ sign to 

NAS Kingsville Commanding Officer Capt. Mark McLaughlin and NAS Kingsville Emergency 

manager Monette Walker to mark the accomplishment. 

 

“Obtaining ‘StormReady’ status for the command is something we have been working towards 

for some time now,” said Walker.  “This recognition is certainly a team award because reaching 

this goal took the combined efforts of all NAS Kingsville departments and tenant activities. 

Gaining ‘StormReady’ status shows that all NAS Kingsville activities know what it is required to 

react and respond to weather contingencies in an effective and coordinated manner.” 

 

Walker added that gaining ‘StormReady’ status compliments active duty personnel and their 

dependents, and civilian employees and contract personnel as well. Without a total team effort, 

Walker stated, the command would not be able to provide a cohesive response to weather 

emergencies. Team work, she adds, is what’s required to respond efficiently and effectively. 

 

‘StormReady’ is a nationwide community preparedness program that uses a grassroots approach 

to help communities develop plans to handle all types of severe weather – from tornadoes to 

tsunamis. The program encourages communities to take a new, proactive approach to improving 

local hazardous weather operations by providing emergency managers with clear-cut guidelines 

on how to improve their hazardous weather operations.  
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To become ‘StormReady,’ a community must: 

o Establish a 24-hour warning point and Emergency Operations Center. 

o Have multiple ways to receive notification and alert the public of severe weather 

warnings and forecasts. 

o Create a system that monitors weather conditions locally.  

o Promote the importance of public readiness through community seminars.  

o Develop a formal hazardous weather plan, which includes training severe weather 

spotters and holding emergency exercises. 

o Pass a site-visit conducted by the National Weather Service & State Emergency 

Manager.   

 

“NAS Kingsville has exceeded all the requirements for StormReady status,” said Metz, who works 

closely with military commands, communities and businesses throughout the year to promote 

situational readiness.  “During the site inspection, the Command’s Emergency Manager and her 

team demonstrated the command’s ability to continuously monitor for hazardous weather, their 

unique system for base notifications, and audible siren system.  It’s this type of advanced 

planning that saves lives when hazardous weather moves through.  That’s what the StormReady 

program is all about.” 

 

For information on the ‘StormReady’ program, visit http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/. 

 

 

http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/
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STORM-READY:  NAS Kingsville Commanding Officer Capt. Mark McLaughlin, far left, is joined by  

John Metz, warning coordination meteorologist for the National Weather Service in Corpus 

Christi, and Monette Walker, NAS Kingsville emergency manager, in announcing the command’s 

recent designation as a ‘StormReady Community’ by the National Weather Service and the  

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. (Photo by Jon Gagné, NAS Kingsville Public 

Affairs). 


