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As is Naval
tradition, the
youngest Sailor
in attendance at

" the Navy Birthday
Ball, 19-year
old ACAN John
Albanese, and
the oldest Sailor
in attendance,
86-year old
retired Lt. Cmdr.
Babe Crouch, cut
the ceremonial
birthday cake.
More photos
can be found on
pages 6 & 7.
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as Kingsville Navy Ball salutes Navy’s 237th birthday

Photos & Story by Jon Gagné
NAS Kingsville Public Affairs

More than 200 shipmates and guests
turned out for the annual Navy Birthday
Ball at the NAS Kingsville Captain’s Club
on Saturday, Oct. 13. The event not only
celebrated the Navy’s 237th birthday, but also
the 70th anniversary of the commissioning
of NAS Kingsville. Asst. Secretary of the
Navy (Manpower and Reserve Affairs) the
Honorable Juan M. Garcia III was the guest
speaker.

“We are honored to have Secretary
Garcia here with us this evening to help us
celebrate the Navy’s birthday and the 70th
anniversary of our commissioning,” said NAS
Kingsville Commanding Officer Capt. Mark
McLaughlin. “He’s a native of South Texas, a
former Texas state representative and a fellow
Naval Aviator, and I’m extremely pleased that
he was able to get NAS Kingsville on his busy

schedule to be with us here tonight.”
Garcia, who was nominated for his
position as Asst. Secretary of the Navy
(M&RA) by President Barrack Obama in
2009, has been extremely busy during his
three years in office promoting Navy and
Marine Corps programs that benefit not
only the active duty Sailor and Marine,
but also spouses, family members, retirees
and their families, and Navy and Marine
Corps Reservists. His latest program, the
21st Century Sailor and Marine Initiative,
combines a set of new and existing objectives
and policies, in an effort to maximize Sailor
and Marine readiness. It’s divided into
five different categories; readiness, safety,
physical fitness, inclusion, and continuum
of service. The initiative seeks to ensure
all Sailors and Marines are mentally and
physically sound, while providing the
awareness, skills and support needed to excel
long after they’ve hung up their uniform.

During his remarks at the Navy Ball,
Garcia spoke briefly about the program and
what the Navy hopes to benefit from it.

“It has never been harder to become a
U.S. Sailor or Marine, and it has never been
tougher to stay a U.S. Sailor or Marine,”
said Garcia. “We are getting Sailors who are
technically savvy, with higher ASVAB scores
and traditional education backgrounds. The
Navy has the most qualified force it has ever
had. Right now we have the best of the best
serving in uniform.”

Garcia also spoke about how involved the
Navy is around the globe — from responding
to global conflicts, to providing humanitarian
and disaster relief, assisting third world
nations with medical care, and standing ready
to answer the call whenever — and wherever
needed.

“The Navy and Marine Corps team truly
is a global force for good,” Garcia said.

see Ball on page 6

Freedom ring --
ET2(SW) Lee Salvo rings a
bell Oct. 12, during a Bell-
Ringing Ceremony marking
the 237th birthday of the U.S.
Navy. The ceremony was held
at the Headquarters Building
at 9 a.m. in conjunction

with all Naval activities.
(Photo by Fifi Kieschnick)

Treats for Tots

from Tables
The Child Development
Center staff is taking their
charges trick-or-treating
Halloween morning, Oct.
31, at the Captain’s Club,
beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Youngsters will go from table
to table collecting treats provided.
If you would like to sponsor
a table -- decorating it and
providing treats for the children
-- contact the CDC at 516-6176.
Although not required,
participants are encouraged
to wear costumes.
Prizes will be given for
best costume, best decorated
table and best theme for
table and costumes.
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Deckplate Leadership

CMDCM(EXW/SW)
Randy Foust
Command Master Chief

Team Kingsville,

First, 1 want to thank the Navy Ball
Committee for all of their hard work, it was
a great Ball!

This week we kicked off the Toy for Tots
campaign. If you can, | would encourage
you to volunteer in this extremely worth-
while program. To volunteer, contact ET1
Samuel Sanchez at 516-6326.

What’s next?

Here is a quick rundown of upcoming

events:

Nov. 4, the clocks “fall back” one hour,
so we can look forward to it getting dark
earlier. This is also a great time to change
the batteries and test your smoke detectors
to ensure another six months of fire safety in
your residency.

Nov. 11 is Veterans’ Day, keep your eyes
open for an announcement for the Veteran’s
Day Parade.

Nov. 17 is the annual King Ranch “Ranch
Hand Breakfast.” We still need volunteers to
assist with parking. More than 4,000 peo-
ple are expected to attend the event, which
serves as the largest fundraising event for
the La Posada de Kingsville Celebration.
This is an awesome way for us to give back
to our local community. Contact the Public
Affairs Office at 516-6375, to volunteer.

Also on Nov. 17, MWR has charted a

trip to watch the Dallas Cowboys play. If
you’re a Cowboys fan and would like to go
on this trip, contact ITT at 516-6449.

We will have our holiday safety stand
down on Nov. 21, at the Captain’s Club.
This will lead into the Thanksgiving week-
end. Please plan early what you plan to do
that holiday weekend making sure you al-
low ample time to travel. And, have a back-
up plan because “Murphy” strikes at the
most inopportune time!

A special reminder for our future Chief
Petty Officers (FCPO) ... now is the time to
log on to BUPERS Online (BOL) and ver-
ify your record. Review your Official Mili-
tary Personnel File (OMPF) and Personnel
Summary Record (PSR) -- these contain the
documents used by the Selection Board.

Keep cool, stay safe and have fun!

CMC

CPO frocking --
Congratulations to ETC(SW)
Monseise Madrigal who

was frocked to Chief Petty
Officer recently. Pictured
right, ABFCS(AW) William
Tirado, left, and ETC(SW)
Eric Smith pin on Madrigal’s
anchors. Pictured bottom right,
CMDCM(EXW/SW) Randy
Foust, command master
chief, reads the letter frocking
Madrigal. Next to Madrigal

is Smith, and standing next
to Foust is ACC(AW) Dale
Wagner. Pictured below,
Capt. Mark McLaughlin, NAS
Kingsville commanding officer,
presents NAS Kingsville’s
newest CPO with his frocking
certificate, while members

of the CPO mess look on.
(Photos by Jon Gagné)

Flying K

The Flying K is published every other
week by DJ Young Publishing, a private
firm in no way connected with the U.S.
Navy, under exclusive written contract
with Naval Air Station Kingsville, Texas.
The Flying K is an authorized publication
for members of the military services and their
families. Its contents do not necessarily reflect
the official views of the U.S. Government, the
Department of Defense, the Navy, Naval Air
Station Kingsville, or DJ Young Publishing,
of the products and services advertised herein.
Everything advertised in this publication
shall be made available for purchase, use or
patronage without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, gender, national origin, age, marital sta-
tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or
any other non-merit factor of the purchaser,
user or patron. If a violation or rejection of
this equal opportunity policy by an advertiser
is confirmed, the publisher may refuse to print
advertising from that source until the violation
is corrected. All editorial content is edited, pre-
pared and provided by the Naval Air Station

Kingsville Public Affairs Office.

Comments, letters, or suggestions should be

sent via e-mail to: kngv-pao@navy.mil. Com-
manding Officer’s Direct Line Input: Submit
questions or comments for the Commanding
Officer to: kngv-pao@navy.mil, on the info line
add: Direct Line.

To advertise in the Flying K, call DJ Young
Publishing at (361) 814-0866.

Capt. Mark McLaughlin
Commanding Officer

Cmdr. Scott Wilmot
Executive Officer

Jon Gagné
Public Affairs Officer
Managing Editor

Fifi Kieschnick
Public Affairs Specialist / Editor

Contact Line
Hurricane Information Line
(855) 267-9173

This paper is published for people
like ACAN Caleb Fearing who just
reported to Air Operations from
Naval Air Technical Training Cen-
ter in Pensacola, Fla. The Flower
Mound, Texas, native has been in
the Navy since August 2011.
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Native son honored during
memorial ceremony Oct. 12

A ceremony honoring the memory of Kingsville
native MS3 Ronchester Santiago was held on the
Oct. 12, at Santa Gertrudis Memorial Cemetery
where he is buried. Santiago was one of 17 Sailors
killed when USS Cole (DDG 67) was attacked by
suicide bombers while it harbored and refueled in
the Yemen port of Aden Oct. 12, 2000.

Capt. Mark McLaughlin, commanding officer
of NAS Kingsville, spoke about the ship, USS
Cole, the Sailor, Ronchester Santiago, and the
memorial in Virginia. And, told those assembled
that the air station’s new $2 million fitness center —
MS3 Ronchester Santiago Fitness Complex -- was
dedicated in his honor this past June.

The memorial in Virginia is a 10-foot-tall
monolith encircled by 17 granite slabs overlooking
the bay, where ships leaving and returning from
sea pass by. The names of those who died are
inscribed on two brass plaques and a third one
reads, “In lasting tribute to their honor, courage
and commitment.”

McLaughlin said the 22-year old Santiago was
two months away from returning to Kingsville when
he died. He was on the mess decks doing his job
when the attack occurred.

The ceremony was sponsored by the Kingsville
VFW Post 2375, which included a wreath-laying
and a rifle volley and taps at the conclusion of the
ceremony.

Right, after placing a wreath on Ronchester’s
grave, Capt. Mark McLaughlin, NAS Kingsville
commanding officer, thanks Simeona and
Rogelio Santiago for their son’s service.
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In the Break

Cmdr. Brian Beck, left, relieves Cmdr. Quino Alonzo of command of Training Squadron 21
(VT-21), as Lt. Mark Haley, command chaplain, looks on. A change of command ceremony
was held Oct. 5, a the Captain’s Club. (Photos by Fifi Kieschnick)

VT-21’s helm changes as Beck assumes command

Cmdr. Brian Beck relieved Cmdr. Quino
Alonzo of the helm of Training Squadron
21 (VT-21) during a change of command
ceremony on Oct. 5.

“You and Joy have always taken care of
family, shipmates and the community around
you,” said Capt. Joe Evans, commander of
Training Air Wing TWO, to Alonzo and his
wife. “You’ve always been there leading the
charge in community involvement, gone to
bat for all your people, and let your people
grow into their jobs.

“As you look back, you’ll see you did
those things that count the most,” Evans
added.

As he departed, Alonzo told those
assembled in the NAS Kingsville Captain’s
Club, “All my successes as your commanding
officer have been because of your successes.”

Alonzo is heading to Virginia where he
will serve as operations officer aboard USS
Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71).

Beck said that when Alonzo took
command of VT-21 15 months ago, the
squadron was undermanned, instructor pilots
were undertrained, and inefficiencies lead to
a student backlog.

“Now we’re fully manned with a well
trained instructor pilot cadre and continue
to work hard training with a high level of
success,” Beck said. “I hope to continue to
empower our instructors to ‘make’ the best
aviators in the world.”

Beck said that he remembers standing in
that Captain’s Club 14 years ago as a VT-21
student, getting his wings and acknowledged
that a lot of people had helped him along the
way. “I wouldn’t be here either without the

help of a lot of leaders, peers, and family;
especially my wife Rona with her grace,
strength, and compassion.”

Rona Beck pins the command pin on her
husband Cmdr. Brian Beck as he assumes
command of VT-21.
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MWR Calendar of Events

Oct. 20, 27
Tailgate Party
5to 7 p.m.
TAMUK Football Stadium
Free food, drinks, game tickets.

Oct. 20
Haunted Softball Tourney
Turn in rosters by Oct. 15
Call 516-6494 for info.

Oct. 22 & 24
3 v 3 Indoor Soccer Tourney
Call 516-6494 for info.

Oct. 29
Spooky Story Time
5 p.m. for 3-7 year-olds
6 p.m. for ages 8 and older
Costumes encouraged!
Call 516-6271 for details.

Oct. 31
Liberty Movie “The Bounty”
Run for Your Life 5K
Call 516-6494 for info.

Bowling Leagues
In the Doghouse League
Standings as of Oct. 9

Place Team Won  Lost
1 Los Leones 20 8
2 Alley Cats 10 10
3 Here 4 the Beer 16 12
4 DNA 16 12
5 3 Minds/Gutter 13 15
6  Threel’s 12 16
7  Spare Tires 8 16
8 Ghost 0 0

High Score Game-Men: Bryan Hastings,
233; Jerry Brooks, 224.

High Score Series-Men: Jerry Brooks,
611; Bryan Hastings, 576.

Wednesday Nite Mixed
Standings as of Oct. 10

Place Team Won  Lost
1 IBowlers 14 10
2 Rattlers 13 11
3 DUH’s 12 12
4 Laugh Out Loud 12 12
5 | Can’t Believe 12 12
6  Petes Angels 11 13
7  Big KRollers 10 14
8  Slow Moving 9 15

High Score Game-Men: John Zapalac,
245; Michael Shipley, 241; JD Monroe,
233; Ralph Duffy; 233.

High Score Series-Men: John Zapalac,
662; Buddy Wilson, 618; Eric Joles, 615.
High Score Game-Women: Carmen
Arevalo, 245; Shirlie Duffy, 209; Lucy
Clarkson, 194.

High Score Series-Women: Carmen
Arevalo, 563; Delia Monroe, 495; Shirlie
Duffy, 488.
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Having a ball!

Ball from page 1

This year’s Navy Ball theme focused on
history — from the proud 237 years of Navy and
Marine Corps service on land, sea and in the air
— to NAS Kingsville’s 70-year anniversary of its
commissioning back on July 4, 1942,

Master of ceremonies AC1(AW) Patrick
Harrison read a brief history of the air station to kick
off the ceremony Saturday, from the first steps taken
by local civic leaders to bring the Navy here — to
the mission of the base that is the same today as it
was 70 years ago.

“The mission of NAS Kingsville is the same
today as it has been for the past 70 years,” Harrison
said, “to provide reliable and sustainable shore
infrastructure and services in support of training
student Naval aviators and Training Air Wing
TWO, and to enable and support the fleet, fighter
and family.”

The ceremony included the NAS Kingsville
color guard, with AC3 Lattie Honeycutt, ET2 Jessica
Korenek, AC3 Thomas Debenedittis and ACAN
Meghan Thrasher performing, while Korenek read
the Missing Sailor tribute and Debenedittis rang the
ship’s bell. The ceremonial cake-cutting included
the oldest Sailor in attendance, 86-year old retired
Lt. Cmdr. Babe Crouch, and youngest Sailor in
attendance, 19-year old AC3 John Albanese. Crouch
served at NAS Kingsville from 1942-1943.

The event was coordinated by the NAS Kingsville
Navy Ball Committee, comprised of departmental
and command representatives of all commands

and activities aboard the air station, and chaired b . ; ,
ETC(SW) Eric Smith Y o the Chiefs!: Command Master Chief Randy Foust offers a toast the Navy’s  Fojlowing the dinner and traditional ceremonies, the dance floor was open for business.
: Chief Petty Officers during the official toasting ceremony.

ACC(AW/SW)
Curtis Malone
enjoys a dance
with his wife
Brenda.

Capt. Mark
McLaughlin presents
an NAS Kingsville
plaque to the
Honorable Juan
Garcia lll, Asst.
Secretary of the
Navy (Manpower
and Reserve Affairs)
for serving as the
guest speaker for
the evening.

Above, AC3 Thomas Debenedittis rings the ship’s bell e ; ]
during the Missing Sailor ceremony. Pictured left, the NAS . L ) o ) .
Kingsville Color Guard presents the colors. From left are: Capt. Joe Evans, Commander, Training Air Wing TWO, delivers  Air Wing TWO and NAS Kingsville today.
ET3 Jessica Korenek, AC3 Thomas Debenedittis, AC3 remarks about the history of the Navy and the role of Training

Lattie Honeycutt, and ACAN Meghan Thrasher.
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Have you met ?.....

Jennifer Rodela

Jennifer Rodela is NAS Kingsville’s new
Agency Program Coordinator (APC). As
APC she oversees the government purchase
card and travel card programs, as well as
serves as a travel administrator.

“What that really means is that | ensure
the supplies and/or services that are purchased
are within the regulations,” Rodela said.
“When using the purchase card, we have
spending limits and regulations as to where
we can shop and what we can purchase.
There is also a process in which we must
procure items.

“I oversee the approving officials and
cardholders to ensure we are following
those regulations and ensure program
participants stay up-to-date on all of the
training requirements.”

She also does the same thing with travel —
making sure that charges made to government
travel cards are made based on travel and that
payments are made timely.

The single mother of two has worked in
retail management most of her life.

“| started my civil service career here
at the NAS Kingsville Navy Exchange in
1999,” she said.

And, Rodela has been working with
government credit cards since 2008, when
she oversaw purchases at now-closed Naval
Station Ingleside and NAS Corpus Christi.
Now, she is managing APC programs in
Kingsville, as well as those in Corpus Christi.

“I truly enjoy working with people,”
Rodela said. “It’s an honor to be a part of our
military family.

“| try everyday to be a blessing to others
and hope that at the end of the day | have
helped someone. | believe everyone is going
through some battle, and I try to help so that
their battle is not with one of my credit card
programs,” she adds with a smile.

Rodela

The San Antonio native says her goal
in life is to raise her two children to be
successful, loving, faith-filled and kind. And,
she says that her favorite part of the day is
being with her children.

Rodela says that if there is one thing
people should know about her it’s that her
nickname at work aboard NAS Corpus
Christi is “Mom.” “I was given that name
because | am always making sure everyone
has something to eat as well as my nature to
help, if I can.”

You can usually find her in the NAS
Kingsville Headquarters Building, second
deck, on the first and third Wednesdays of
the month. And, can be reached most of the
time in Corpus Christi at (361) 961-4505.

NEX going ‘Navy Blue

By Kristine M. Sturkie
NEXCOM Public Affairs

The Navy Exchange Service Command
(NEXCOM) announced recently that NEXs
worldwide will be taking a new approach to
the holiday shopping season. NEXs will offer
sales and specials throughout the holiday
season beginning in early November instead
of starting off the holiday shopping season
with a big sale the day after Thanksgiving.

Also new this year, deployed Sailors will
be able to take advantage of holiday specials
by shopping on-line.

“For the 2012 holiday shopping season,
we have revised and refreshed our approach
to the traditional ‘Black Friday’ sales events.
We are calling it “‘Navy Blue Friday,”” said
Robert J. Bianchi, chief executive officer,
NEXCOM. “We will also provide broader
access to NEX sale items for afloat and
deployed Sailors.”

NEX customers will still find a wide
variety of holiday gifts on sale as they have in

this holiday season

the past. The prices on the items for sale will
last for the duration of the sale, not be limited
to a certain day or time period. NEX events
will begin, worldwide, at 6:00 a.m. on Friday
morning, featuring all-day Friday specials
and additional sale items will be available
across the entire three-day weekend.

“We took this approach so customers
wouldn’t feel obligated to get up early
and leave their families to go shopping
for the holidays,” said Tess Paquette,
NEXCOM senior vice president and chief
merchandising officer.

NEXCOM also looked into how it could
better serve its deployed customers. Based
on feedback gained through focus groups,
NEXCOM will run a special sale event for
afloat Sailors at mynavyexchange.com three
days prior to Thanksgiving, with exclusive
sales tailored specifically to their needs.
Deployed customers will start receiving
electronic or paper copies of the sales flyer
on board their ship in mid-November through
their supply officer or sales officer.

October 19, 2012



10  oOctober 19, 2012

NAS Kingsville Flying K

Midshipmen air power behind Reynolds sinks Central Michigan

Freshman quarterback Keenan Reynolds
stepped in for injured starter Trey Miller on
Saturday, Oct. 12, and added a new aerial
threat to the Navy’s triple-option offense.
The result was a convincing performance
for the young freshman as he became the
first quarterback since Chris McCoy in 1997
to throw three touchdown passes in a game.
Behind Reynolds, the Midshipmen claimed
a 31-13 victory.

Reynolds (6-11, 139 yards) also
contributed 59 yards on the ground to a
combined team effort of 258 yards rushing.

Navy (3-3) held a 17-10 lead at the half
and added 14 points in the third quarter.
The difference in the game turned out to
be converting on third and fourth downs

as Navy converted 7 of 16 opportunities on
third down, while Central Michigan was only
2-for-10. The Midshipmen also converted
5-of-5 fourth down attempts, while CMU
went 0-for-1.

Time of possession also favored Navy
with the Middies controlling the clock for
just over 35 minutes compared to 24 minutes
for CMU.

Coming off a big, overtime win over Air
Force Oct. 5, Navy evened its season record
heading into a game this week with the
University of Indiana (2-4). The Hoosiers
nearly upset Ohio State this past weekend,
losing 52-49.

The road ahead for Navy includes
traveling to East Carolina on Oct. 27, hosting

LDO/CWO programs provide
commissioning opportunities for enlisted

The Navy is seeking applications from
highly qualified Sailors in pay grades E-6
through E-9 for the Fiscal Year 2014 Active
Duty Limited Duty Officer (LDO) and Chief
Warrant Officer (CWO) programs, officials
said Sept. 20.

“LDOs and CWOs bring a variety
of technical expertise and a seasoned
perspective into the wardroom from their
enlisted service,” said Lt. Shane Walker,
assistant LDO/CWO community manager,
Bureau of Naval Personnel and an LDO.
“These programs deliver to the officer corps
seasoned technical professionals with proven
leadership abilities.”

LDOs and CWOQOs are composed of
Sailors from the enlisted ranks who serve in
56 different officer technical fields. These
programs serve as a path to commissioning
for qualified Sailors, but more importantly
the LDO and CWO communities support
the warfighting capability and readiness of
naval forces through leadership, technical
proficiency, and experience, according to
Walker.

“They are the primary manpower source
for technically specific billets not best suited
for traditional unrestricted line, restricted
line or staff corps career path officers,” said
Walker, “Using critical enlisted experience,
they are committed to the continuous
leadership, improvement, training and
mentoring of Sailors.”

The LDO and CWO communities have
designators in the surface, submarine,

aviation, information dominance,
expeditionary, and general series as well
as staff corps communities and serve in a
variety of leadership billets within their
technical fields, ranging from division officer
to commanding officer ashore.

Eligibility requirements for LDO include
US citizenship, serving in pay grade E-7
through E-9 or an E-6 who has passed the
exam for E-7 and been determined board
eligible. Active-duty applicants for LDO
must have at least eight, but not more than
15 years of active-duty service.

Eligibility requirements for CWQO include
US citizenship, serving in pay grade E-7
through E-9. Active-duty applicants for
CWO must have at least 13, but not more
than 22 years of active-duty service.

These programs do not require applicants
to have a college degree. Applications must
be postmarked no later than Nov. 1, 2012. The
in-service procurement board is scheduled to
convene Jan. 7, 2013. NAVADMINs 285/12
contains additional application criteria and
guidance. Nuclear qualified candidates
must also refer to NAVADMINs 099/12 and
238/12.

Eligible Sailors should apply for the
designator for which they are most qualified,
regardless of their current rating. Upon
commissioning, Sailors selected for LDO/
CWO will attend the four-week Officer
Development School in Newport, R.1. (From
Navy Personnel Command Public Affairs)

NAS Kingsville Religious Services Offered

Sunday

at McFall Memorial Chapel
10:30 a.m. - Family Bible Worship
12:30 p.m. - Catholic Mass

Wednesday

7 p.m. - Officer Christian Fellowship
at Hunter’'s Cove Community Center

Thursday

11:30 - Luncheon Bible Study
in the Chapel
4:30 p.m. - Catholic Choir Practice
5:30 p.m. - Protestant Music/Prayer
6 p.m. - Dinner Fellowship
with Bible Study

Florida Atlantic on Nov. 3, visiting Troy,
Ala., on Nov. 10, and hosting Texas State
Nov. 17. Navy will conclude its regular
season against Army in Philadelphia on Dec.
8, with the Commander-In-Chief’s trophy
on the line.

Texas A&M Kingsville
ends four game losing skid

Texas A&M Kingsville came out on top
of a nail-biter at Javelina Stadium Oct. 12,
claiming a 20-17 win over a tough Incarnate
Word squad that took the fight down to the

final minutes of the game. The Javelinas,
who held a 10-3 lead at the half, took a 20-10
lead with just 3:49 left to play. But Incarnate
Word came right back, putting together a
6-play, 73-yard scoring drive to close the gap
to 20-17 with 1:52 remaining. After that, the
Javelinas were able to run out the clock and
hold on for the win.

The Javelinas (3-4) will travel to
Stephansville, Texas, this week for a clash
with Tarleton State, and return to Kingsville
the following week for homecoming against
Angelo State.

ONR-sponsored scientist receives Nobel Prize

A scientist whose work has been funded by the Office of Naval Research
(ONR) for more than 30 years received the Nobel Prize in physics Oct. 9 for his
investigations into the quantum mechanics of matter and light-research that has
resulted in the world’s most accurate clock.

A physicist at the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and
the University of Colorado-Boulder, Dr. David J. Wineland was hailed for his
contributions to the measurement and control of individual quantum systems, or
isolating and trapping atoms and photons to scrutinize the relationship between
light and matter.

This practice lies at the heart of the quest for precision clocks and the world’s
most powerful computers.

“Dr. Wineland is the 63rd Nobel laureate that we’ve sponsored,” said Chief of
Naval Research Rear Adm. Matthew L. Klunder. “This significant achievement
underscores the vision and skill of ONR program officers to identify and invest
in the best scientific talent in the U.S. and around the world.”

ONR in 1977 provided the first funding outside of NIST for Wineland and
fellow researchers when they began exploring the possibilities of laser cooling to
manipulate atoms using light.

“This technique has found its way into many aspects of experimental atomic
physics, and through our continued funding from ONR has enabled us to now
realize the world’s most precise clocks,” said Wineland, whose research into
trapped-ion atomic clocks continues to be supported by ONR.

His recent research helped create a clock that would not stray more than a
second from actual time over the course of 30 billion years. Dr. Charles Clark, who
oversees ONR’s Atomic, Molecular and Quantum Physics Program, said this level
of precision opens up a world of possibilities for Sailors and Marines, who rely
on atomic clocks stationed on satellites to provide accurate GPS measurements
for operations on land, at sea and in the air.

“Greater precision in the measurement of time also leads to greater precision
in measurement and control of the frequencies of electromagnetic waves,” Clark
said. “These have many uses in U.S. Navy applications such as enhanced sensitivity
of radar, greater security of communications and improved sensing of changes of
Earth’s magnetic and gravitational fields, among others.”

Wineland’s research-along with that of co-recipient Serge Haroche, a professor
at the College de France and Ecole Normale Superieure in Paris-also moves
scientists closer to creating quantum computers that one day could solve complex
problems at speeds unheard of with today’s machines.

Wineland previously received the National Medal of Science from then-
President George W. Bush in 2007.

The Nobel Prize is awarded each year to trailblazers in cultural and scientific
fields. As Nobel laureates, Wineland and Haroche will receive a medal, a diploma
and share a $1.2 million prize.

ONR provides the science and technology necessary to maintain the Navy
and Marine Corps’ technological advantage. Through its affiliates, ONR is a
leader in science and technology with engagement in 50 states, 30 countries,
1,035 institutions of higher learning and more than 900 industry partners. ONR
employs approximately 1,065 people, comprising uniformed, civilian and contract
personnel, with additional employees at the Naval Research Lab in Washington,
D.C. (From Office of Naval Research)
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