THE WINGSPRE&

a former: membar Qf the 4‘-lt!:
Fighter Group. stationed

gressional Medal of Homor,
wan officially credited with
forty enemy aircraft de-
stroyed in aerial combat
Major Bong was killed in
i jet aircraft accident in

1'her United States j’;ugust
6Lh, 1945,

i _r hghting so mlﬁy and
ably for the ideals we cherish,
I send particular greetings, con.
| fident of their ultimate victory”
P The Secretary of the Air
Force, Harold Taibott: “The
\Department. of the Air Force|
e&. wgtther wn:h tiu A.rmy ami

ofiis

Y. hge';aiut ‘effort to pregerue
world peace and to insure our
mumnal security. ‘Power for
Heace’ means that a strang
[America -can  be a peaceful
| America, As our strength in:
creases, the Air Foree will kmp
inmind the need for teamwork
in the Armed Forces and for
'mnrtiinatad ‘effort - among all
our citizens. [n this way wecan
ibeat pr.otect our hema;ze of
freedom.”

Sales,

s (6016th Leads

Raffle Ticket
FSS Next

After the first week of sales,
the Headguarters  Squadron,
6016th Air Base Wing is lead-
ing the Carnival raffle contest
for the prize of $150. They have
sold 59 tickets. -Food Service
(ol!uws with 56 sold.

Also sellimg  tickets for the
first week, were: 40th Medical
- Group, 48, AP Squadron, 36
Motor Vehwle 4, AIO, ’L%
Supply, 25; Crsmmlmwatmnﬁ 25;
Postal, 10, The Officers and
NCO Wives Clubs have sald 115
in the TX,

No reports  were fram the
Maintenance, Air Rescue, AACS,
20:20 Weather, st RSM, and
Postal  squadrons, the §11th
hC&W (;mup, the I\orlhe:m

Division.

the first three days. The draw-
ing will be at eight o'clock the

last day of the carnival,

MdndayduWedneschy
« Instructor- " Room T1me
-SiSgt. Tmllieg LB 18001945
S/Sgt. Trolliet B 2000.2145
'Miss Rachal 3 2000-2145
© Miss Rachat 2 18001945
Pyt Chamberlin 2 2000-2145
- Futher: Gaudry 3 1800.1M5
2 1000-1200
oom Time
3 2000-2145
2 2000-2148
Fry 3 1800-1945
Mmc}ni«hmﬂy - 2 1800-1948
; Sngr Sheppard S5 1800145
: 8 200-2145
5 2000-2145
B 18001045
i ?ICJacks(m 5 Hu&by JMOZH-S ;

“Thank You'" Party To

|0'Misawa Town Officials

Colonel  Cy Wilson, com-
mander of the 508th St:me'rlc
Fighter Wing (SAC) ang wmj,
staff officers gave & "thank you’

| party last weelk to officials of the

village of O'Mimawa who huve
“contributed so muth to the
wing’s enjoyable stay in Japan.”

Among those attending Col.
onel Wilson's party were Mr,
(YMisawa,  Mr. Osari-
Kube, Chairman of tha Town
Assembly, Dr. Keiichi Igarashi,]
Director of the Misawa Cenrer
Hospital, and Dr. Sachire

the hospital,

Colonel Wilsou will depart
for thé ZI seon after having
been stationed here as com-

‘marder of the rotational SAC
Fighter Wing.

here. ‘Major Richard Jra|’
 Bang, winner of the Con-|"

Two booths will be set up on|
the grounds, and will be sold{:

508th Commander Gives |

Tomio Kohivuimaki, Mayor of |
Yuzo, |
Chief of Polu.e, Mr, Kichijyuro|

Kojika, alsa a representative of |

Cnns\l vuction first began on
Misawa Air Base back in
1937, just a few miles from
where Clyde Pangborn took
off on his non-slop flight
across the Pacific in-193L
Misdwa was built initially for
the purpose of defending the

‘northern half of the island of - -
Japan, doring the.

Honshu,
existing war with China, and
also'to base long range bom-
erg which eould be launched
toward Alaska in event of &

‘began the constroction.
When Waorld War IT was
started, Misawn was almost
finished, with runways com.
pleted and capable’ of hand-

fingr large four-engined air-

craft, but at that time, was
used for Navy trainer and
fighter planes.

The 2nd Fighter Wing, a
part of the combined Japan-
ese Fleet and the Genzan
Flying Corps was brought
here under command of Rear
Admiral Matsunaga Zyoichi.
At that time, because of the
over-confidence of the Japan-
ese forces, very few precau-
toins were taken in the build-

warning systems.

In April, 15, just a few
months before the war was
ended, the Yokosuka Flying

tests un new aircraft designs,
Improvements were made on
the Zero and Raider Fighter
planey,

Two months later, at the

was started, using wooden

fdummys of the B-29's. The

Japanese were bitterly afraid
of the superforts, and they
were making plans to sabo-

tagge them, no matter what

the risk,
pilots . and

s0 the Iamm-w
crewmen  weré

‘them to their home bases and

make their way o the supér-

{forts. The J'.;]m!lm knew the

effective plang for! aal:aulagc

plan never developed because

‘the war-ended top soan.

Still inJuly, only one month
before the war was aver, the
United States Navy Grumman

fighters bombed and strafed

war with the United States. -
1 The Japanese Linperial Navy

ing of air raid shelters and

Corps took over and began

first part of July, 1945, a B-29
sabotage training program’

taught how to destroy them;
Jtheir plans were to foliow

of the superforts, but! their 4

that day’s raid, bf:sawa
her A:rt‘mft Repau: Cﬂ

uwugh in. ad‘vnnc:e,' #nd their]
plans were not well enotgh]

Known to successfully de[end it

the hase,
A few days i:tter July 3lst, :
the Japanese personnel of Mi-§
sawd got their first sightofth
B-295, but for an unexplained
reason, were not bombed . ..
aweck later they came bac

This raid was more success-|

ful, and they bombed Misa-}
wa severly, causing them so
much damage that they were!
practically crippled.
On August 8th, and 9th, Lh& :
Navy Grummans came bagk
in. n  formation of .thirty. §
Their raid crippled Misawaf

completely, destroving alithef

communications, and knock
ing out:all of the 46 aircraft)
that never lefc the ground.} -
This was the laﬁ: ﬁud an Mi« ;

sawa. i
When the Empetor mmcd
bis message to surrender, fol
Iowing the raid by the Grum-
mans, the officers and enfist §
ed ranks alike were in blind§
and blank state cauged I:y mc e
‘shock of losing the war. .o F -
they were overrun il:m'aech =
ately by the townspeople mr-_

‘rounding the base, who came}

into salvage what wasleft
after the bombing, ;
Captain Stark and his fam- §
ous “Wild Cat Troops” weref .
the first Americans to occupy |
the base. They cameinSep-{

tember of 1945 wnd took over |

the base until it was rebuilt]
by the 32nd hnguiéiars_"' i
After reconstruction of u“:lp i
base was completed, it
turned over 1o tha-s&rhl?ig

wait for them to land. During . accupi
the darkness, they were Lo
and their own planes: and’

1
the “WildCat Tt
Engmeers,-tgth&
L16th Fighter ihmlb

‘cupation, buit resip
the Defonss  of
Japan, under the .Fam .!t
D(,Eemeluroe.




