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Visitors of the Battleship Missouri
Memorial and the Pacific Aviation
Museum had an opportunity to see his-
tory re-enacted on Feb. 2 during Living
History Day on Ford Island, Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

The day was, in part, a celebration of
the 70th anniversary of the Battleship
Missouri’s launch along with aviation
history at the Pacific Aviation Museum.

The Battleship Missouri (BB 63) was
launched Jan. 29, 1944 and was the site
of the signing of the Terms of Surrender
by Japan to end World War II.

“Living History Day is a celebration
of all things historical,” said Josh Stutz,
coordinator, education department,
Battleship Missouri Memorial. “It does-
n't all have to do with the Battleship
Missouri. A lot of it does, but we also
have different pieces from the Civil
War, World War II, up through the Gulf
War that we have acted out by our re-
enactors and even up through today
with our active duty military.”

Visitors to the Pacific Aviation
Museum interacted with costumed
interpreters who told the story of the
Civil War, World War II, the Gulf War
and the Vietnam era plus Pan Am (Pan
American World Airways) flight and
command veterans Amelia Earhart,
Rosie the Riveter and other figures
from history.

Historical characters, musical perfor-
mances, swing dance demonstrations,
hands-on activities, and film screenings
were among the events.

“This is the second Living History

Day that we have done, and we
are glad that the Missouri want-
ed to partner with us and so we
have taken it in two different
directions,” said April
Emerson, volunteer who also
dressed as Rosie.

“They have been concentrat-
ing on their anniversary and
the history going along with
that, and then here at the
museum we focused in on
Pacific aviation history.”

Thousands attended the
event, including many chil-
dren who were able to learn about
history and meet people who have
helped shape it.

“There is nothing like seeing a
child and how wide their eyes get
when they can jump in a helicopter
or they can don a flight suit or they
can talk to a Pan Am stewardess or
they can talk to one of our vets,”
said Emerson.

“And what really gets me is when
I see kids, that excitement on their
face, and their parent coming up
behind them and sharing that story
of their own. This kind of event in
this kind of museum gives parents
and children or grandparents and
grandchildren an opportunity, like a
bridge, to share the stories that may
not be shared every day.”

The Pacific Aviation Museum and
the Battleship Missouri
Memorial showcase the
important role of the
United States military’s
history with emphasis on
World War II.

Photo illustration | Photos by MC1 Daniel Barker, MC3 Diana Quinlan, Pacific Aviation Museum
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PACOM/JIOC holds on to defeat HQ PACAF
Story and photo by
Randy Dela Cruz

Sports Editor

Trailing by a point early
in the second half, Pacific
Command/Joint Intelligence
Operation Center (PACOM/
JIOC) went on a 13-0 run
and then hung on to defeat
Headquarters Pacific Air
Forces (HQ PACAF), 38-32,
on Jan. 30 in an intramural
basketball Blue Division
matchup at Hickam Fitness
Center, Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam.

Sparked by the play of
guard Darius Richardson,
a military family member,
PACOM/JIOC slowly took
control before Intelli-
gence Specialist 2nd Class
Rob Tievy connected on a
3-point shot to put the
team out in front, 29-17,
with 10:12 remaining in
the contest.

“Overall, we knew we
were better,” Richardson
said. “It’s the first game of
the year, so everybody is
just trying to get used to
each other. We just played
better. We stepped up,
played better defense, got
a couple of steals and got
a quick six points right off
the bat.”

While PACOM/JIOC
finally pulled away in the
second half, the team
played the entire first half
with HQ PACAF hot on
their heels.

Tied at 4-4, PACOM/
JIOC went on a 5-0 run,
but later in the same half
HQ PACAF evened the

score at 12-12 after 1st Lt.
Eric Griffin put down a
shot with 2:23 remaining
before halftime.

The teams traded 3-
pointers as time wound
down, but a free throw by
Staff Sgt. Trevone Curry
put PACOM/JIOC ahead,
16-15, at the break.

The lead was quickly
lost at the start of the sec-
ond half, but back-to-back
baskets by Richardson
seemed to light a fire
under PACOM/JIOC.

Although the play of
Richardson was the cata-
lyst that eventually led
PACOM/JIOC to victory,
he said that all he was
trying to do was get
everybody on the same
page.

“I’m not an individual
player,” he admitted. “As I
said, we came together
and played better defense.
I just happened to get the
first two baskets after the
break.”

Once Tievy’s trey put
PACOM/JIOC ahead by
double-digits, Richardson
said he knew the game
was in the bag.

“That was the turning
point,” said Richardson
about Tievy’s long-dis-
tance shot. “I told him to
shoot it, so he hit that
three, and we went up by
double digits and evident-
ly it was a wrap.”

A total of 11 players got
on the scoreboard for
PACOM/JIOC, while
Master Sgt. Mark
Sanchez led HQ PACAF
with nine points, which

included a 3-point goal in
the first half.

Sanchez explained that
the team was hurt by
having only eight players
for the game but also
pointed out that it was
the turnovers in the sec-
ond half that really cost
them the most.

“We were not taking
care of the ball,” Sanchez
noted. “I think fatigue got
us. We didn’t have a lot of
players like they did. We
had only three guys on
the bench, so we were
just running with the
guys we had.”

Despite dropping their
first game, Sanchez said
he still believes that HQ
PACAF would be far more
competitive than they
were last season, which
ended with a 3-11 record.

“I played last year and
I don’t think we had as
much participation as we
do this year,” he said.
“I’m hoping that we do
have a better year, but
it’s all about having fun
and just playing basket-
ball.”

Meanwhile, this year it
appears that the Blue
Division will be up for
grabs as several teams
seem ready to make a run
for the divisional crown.

Based on the team’s
personnel, Richardson
said he believes that
PACOM/JIOC will be in
the hunt for the title.

“We got the players, we
got the skills to do that,”
he pointed out.

Senior Airman Ronnie Turner, shooting guard for Pacific Command/Joint Intelligence
Operation Center (PACOM/JIOC), aims for the basket between two defenders from
Headquarters Pacific Air Forces (HQ PACAF).

Pacific Missile Range
Facility Public Affairs

NASA is looking for three
Hawaii college students to par-
ticipate as interns in the
planned low density supersonic
decelerators project at Pacific
Missile Range Facility this
summer.

According to NASA’s Range
Services Management Office at
the Wallops Flight Facility,
Va., the program is hoping to
attract college sophomores or
juniors from STEM-degree
tracks (science, technology,
engineering, math) for the
launch operations internship at
PMRF.

The selected college interns
will support day-to-day mission
operations as part of the launch
operations group, according to
the internship opportunity
posted at: http://ow.ly/thPbL.

Applicants can apply at the
link. The interns will also
become familiar with scientif-
ic ballooning, supersonic

decelerator technology, solid-
fueled rocket motors, range
operations, and countdown
operations. Each intern will
be assigned to a mentor who
will be responsible for their
detailed duty assignments.
The goal of the internship is
to introduce students to
career possibilities within

NASA and the U.S. Navy.
Students must be U.S. citi-

zens and residents of Hawaii.
Students will be responsible
for their own lodging and
transportation on Kauai for
the duration of the internship
and, there is no relocation
allotment associated with the
internship.

NASA offers student internships at Pacific Missile Range Facility
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Lt. Deni Baykan

Region Legal Service Office Hawaii

The Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Tax Assistance Center is now
open. The hours are Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
through April 20. No appointments will be taken; walk-ins only are
accepted.

The tax assistance center is located at the Navy College, first floor,
classroom 11, 1260 Pierce Street (building 679).

Bring a photo ID for the taxpayer and spouse, Social Security cards
for the taxpayer, spouse and all dependents, all tax forms (W-2s, 1098s,
1099s, receipts, etc., bank account and routing numbers and 2012 tax
return.

VITA-certified tax volunteers can assist with questions as taxpayers
file their return electronically using this year’s self-service program.

Active duty and dependents registered in DEERS can prepare
federal and state returns online for free through
http://www.militaryonesource.com. They must create a free account.

Retirees with AGI of less than $58,000 may file for free using
http://www.myfreetaxes.com/JBPHHTAX.

For more information, call Region Legal Service Office at 473-4717.

JBPHH Tax Assistance Center
is open for military customersMilitary and Family Support Center

Military Saves, a component of America
Saves and a partner in the Department of
Defense’s Financial Readiness Campaign, is a
nonprofit campaign that seeks to motivate, sup-
port and encourage military families to save
money, reduce debt and build wealth.

The program encourages service members
and their families to take the Military Saves
pledge, a commitment to begin the journey
toward financial freedom.

The campaign promotes positive changes in
personal financial behavior through the notion
that everyone can “Start Small, Think Big.”
The theme this year is “Set a Goal. Make a Plan.
Save Automatically.”

Upcoming events in support of Military Saves
at the Military and Family Support Center
(MFSC) include:
• Financial Planning for Retirement class, Feb.
13, 1 – 3 p.m., Hickam MFSC, 655 Vickers Ave,
building 1105.
• Savings and Investment Basics, Feb. 14, 10

a.m. to noon, MFSC, 4827 Bougainville Drive.
• Million Dollar Sailor/Airman (spouses are
welcome to attend), Feb. 18 and 19, 7:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. MFSC, 4827 Bougainville Drive.
• Financially Savvy Retirees (wills and trusts)
presented by Bank of Hawaii, Feb. 19, 9:30 to 11
a.m., MFSC, 4827 Bougainville Drive.
• Couponing, Feb. 24, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
MFSC, 4827 Bougainville Drive. This class will
be presented by Ashley Dougherty, author of
“Couponing in Hawaii.” Participants can learn
to save 50 percent on their grocery bill with
coupons.
• Financial Evening for Single Sailors/Airmen,
Feb. 25, 6 to 7:30 p.m., Beeman Center, building
711, Pierce St. Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam.
• The Art of Retirement Planning, Feb. 27,
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., MFSC, 4827 Bougainville
Drive. This class will be presented by presented
by Roberta Lee-Driscoll, CFP.

Registration is required for the classes. Visit
the website www.greatlifehawaii.com or email
debra.blunt@navy.mil to register to attend.

MFSC to celebrate Military Saves events

Forest City Military
Communities

Upcoming Forest City military
communities events at Navy hous-
ing in Hawaii include:
• Feb. 7, 2 to 3 p.m., Valentine’s
Day card crafting at Pearl City res-
ident services office. The event is
open to all central residents. For
more information, call 839-8670.

• Feb. 12, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.,
Valentine’s treat day at Camp
Stover Resident Services Office. The
event is open to all central resi-
dents. Residents can stop into the
office to pick up a bag of treats. For
more information, call 839-8670.
• Feb. 12, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Valentine’s craft bags at Moanalua
resident services office. The event is
open to all west residents. Residents

can pick up a mini craft bag and cre-
ate a Valentines gift for loved ones.
For more information, call 839-
8640.
• Feb. 14, 2 to 4 p.m., Valentines
treat day at Pearl City resident ser-
vices office. The event is open to all
central residents. For more infor-
mation, call 839-8670.
• Feb. 17, 8 a.m. to noon, “Who is
your favorite president” at

Moanalua resident services office.
The event is open to all west resi-
dents ages 5 to 12. Participants can
write an essay saying who their
favorite president is and why to win
a $25 gift card. For more informa-
tion, call 839-8640.
• Feb. 19, 1 to 2 p.m., keiki game day
at Hele Mai Playground off Savo
Drive and Leyte Street. The event is
open to all central residents. The

event will feature an hour with
beanbag tossing and bucket ball in
an effort to win a prize. Snacks and
juice will be provided. For more
information, call 839-8670.
• Feb. 17. 8 a.m. in honor of
Presidents’ Day, stop by Halsey
Terrace resident services office for
some pastries. The event is open to
all east residents. For more infor-
mation, call 839-8620.

Forest City announces upcoming community events

Story and photo by
Randy Dela Cruz

Sports Editor

Down by three points early in
the second half, Joint Prisoner of
War/Missing in Action
Accounting Command (JPAC)
Ballers went on an 8-0 run to
overtake and then hold on to
beat 647th Civil Engineer
Squadron Bulls, 32-26, on Feb.4
in an intramural Red Division
basketball game at Hickam
Fitness Center.

With the win, the Ballers are
now 2-0, while the Bulls have
opened the season with back-to-
back losses.

JPAC entered halftime
behind, 14-13, and saw the
deficit grow by a basket, when
Bulls guard Airman 1st Class
Jurel Burton popped in three
consecutive shots to put his team
ahead at 24-21 with under 10
minutes to go in the contest.

However, at the 6:47 mark,
Ballers guard Tech. Sgt. Jorge
Verlejo pulled up at the top of the
key and swished a trey to tie the
score up at 24-24.

“That was huge,” said Ballers
head coach Maurice Honeywood,
a Department of Defense civil-
ian. “I don’t know if it was the
turning point because I don’t
think it was just one play. It was

defense and a constant grinding.
We just played hard.”

Three straight free throws by
Ballers post-player Master Sgt.
Rick June extended JPAC’s lead
to three at 27-24, before the team
added another basket to com-
plete the 8-0 run and gain a com-
fortable 29-24 advantage with
only 1:14 left on the clock.

Verlejo turned out to be the big
gun for JPAC as the shooting
guard tallied six points in the
first half and finished with a
game-high 16 points.

While Verlejo controlled the
perimeter for JPAC, teammate
June gave the team enough of a
presence inside the paint and
scored eight points.

“June is a tremendous player,”
Honeywood said. “June has a lot
of heart, a lot of hustle and is
obviously blessed with ability.
He’s pretty much our leader out
there.”

After struggling in the first
half, Honeywood said that he
knew that the team had to turn
up the heat after the break.

A few tweaks on defense
seemed to do the trick, as the
Ballers held the Bulls to only 12
points for the entire second half.

“We actually changed some of
our defensive schemes to take
away some of the drives they
were getting,” he pointed out.
“And it’s only the second game,

so it’s all about chemistry – play-
ers getting used to each other.”

Burton, whose energetic play
for the Bulls seemed to give his
team the early momentum, said
that a few calls disrupted their
offense.

“We was trying to run our
offense,” he said. “I think we ran
it to perfection, but some calls
didn’t go our way. They made a
lot of free throws and we were in
foul trouble. I think that’s what
sealed the game for them.”

Although the Bulls have
opened the season with two
straight losses, both defeats were
against two of the top teams in
the division.

In order to get things going,
Burton said that they would
have to leave the losses behind
them.

“It’s one game at a time,” he
offered.

With two wins in their pocket,
Honeywood said that JPAC is
right on target to achieve their
season’s goal.

When he was approached to
coach the team, Honeywood said
that he would do it only under
one condition.

“When the season started, I
got these guys together and said
that I’m here for only one rea-
son,” he said. “I’m out here to win
a championship. I have fun when
I win.”

JPAC Ballers come from behind to beat CE Bulls

Story and photo by
Randy Dela Cruz

Sports Editor

The 324th Intelligence
Squadron (324 IS) Tigers
broke open a close game in
the early moments of the
second half to get past the
8th Intelligence Squadron
(8 IS) Exploiters, 54-38, on
Feb. 4 in an intramural
basketball Red Division
basketball showdown at
Hickam Fitness Center,
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam.

Up 22-16 at halftime,
the Tigers immediately
opened the second half by
scoring a basket on a long
baseline-to-baseline pass
from Tech. Sgt. Tim Harris
to Tech. Sgt. Terrance
Gist.

Moments later, Harris
touched a lay-up off the
glass for two more points to
put the Tigers ahead by
double digits for the first
time at 26-16.

The win kept the Tigers
tied for the division’s lead
at 2-0, while the Exploiters
dropped their first game of

the season and now hold a
1-1 mark.

“The coaches talked to
us and told us to calm
down,” said Harris about
the team’s strong second
half. “(We had to) move the
ball like we know how to
move the ball, run our
plays, run our sets and
switched from man to a
two-three. They didn’t
know what to do with the
two-three.”

While the 324 IS was
able to pull away in the sec-
ond half, the game was a
seesaw affair in the first
half with the lead changing
four times before the break.

Tied at 13-13, the
Exploiters forged ahead at
16-13 on a 3-point shot
from guard Airman 1st
Class Juan Nunez.

However, two free
throws from Airman 1st
Class Brian Vanderpool cut
the lead down to one before
a basket by Harris
regained the advantage for
the Tigers.

Another lay-up by Harris
gave the Tigers a 19-16
lead before Senior Airman
A.J. Abdul sank a clutch 3-

point shot as the first half
came down to a close.

“I think that was huge,”
said Abdul about his long-
distance bomb to end the
half. “We came out and had
to fight. They (Exploiters)
made a big push and really
tested us. I think it (shot)
gave us the momentum.”

Although the Exploiters
got big numbers from
Nunez and Capt. Anwar
Johnson, the tough 324 IS
defense limited the damage
from the duo by shutting
down the rest of the team.

Johnson hit three 3-point
shots, while Nunez connect-
ed on two from long dis-
tance and finished with 16
points.

With the Tigers defense
smothering the Exploiters,
the 324 IS started to get
their fast-break offense in
gear.

Harris said that at half-
time he and his teammates
all agreed to press the
action whenever they got
the ball.

“We definitely got condi-
tioning,” Harris explained.
“We kept running the ball
and they got tired.”

For the game, Harris
chipped in with 15 points,
while Abdul also contribut-
ed 15 on two treys, two bas-
ket-and-ones and three free
throws.

The strong inside play of
the Tigers also played a big
role in helping the team to
its lopsided victory.

Abdul said that aggres-
sive play by the Tigers gave
them control of the boards.

“We noticed that they
were sending three or four
rebounders to the bucket,”
Abdul noted. “So we told
our guys, total group effort.
They all got down on the
boards, got down deep and
out with the victory.”

Abdul said that getting
out of the gates with two
straight wins has given the
Tigers a strong sense of
confidence.

With the team running
on all cylinders, he believes
that the Tigers should keep
the streak alive.

“We practice hard,” he
said. “We have a lot of tal-
ent this year. We’re very
deep and if we stay focused,
stay injury free, we’ll be
right there at the end.”

Fast-breaking Tigers race to second straight victory

Tech. Sgt. Jorge Verlejo, guard for Joint Prisoner of War/Missing in Action
Accounting Command (JPAC) Ballers, goes up for a shot against 647th Civil
Engineer Squadron Bulls.

Senior Airman A.J. Abdul, guard for 324th Intelligence
Squadron (324 IS) Tigers, floats in the lane for two-point
shot against the 8th Intelligence Squadron (8 IS) Exploiters.

Online http://www.hookelenews.com/ or visit

https://www.cnic.navy.mil/Hawaii/index.htm
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Your Weekly Fun with MWR
Visit www.greatlifehawaii.com or subscribe to
MWR’s digital magazine Great Life Hawaii.

Reid Tokeshi

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam Morale,
Welfare and Recreation

Kayak excursions are some of the most
popular activities offered by Joint Base
Pearl Harbor-Hickam’s Morale, Welfare
and Recreation Outdoor Recreation
Program.

A twist on these activities is available
this month with MWR’s moonlight paddle.
Available when the moon is at its fullest,
the moonlight paddle provides a different
perspective to kayakers on the waters of
Hickam Harbor. In stark contrast to the
day, paddling at night means participants
are limited to what they can see in front of
them.

Guide Kyle Candilasa said it can create
a small adrenaline rush because partici-
pants are surrounded by darkness. “It’s
sort of a rush seeing only what your head-
lamp show in front. It’s a little eerie and
fun at the same time,” Candilasa said. The
next moonlight paddle at Hickam Harbor
will begin at 7 p.m. Feb. 14. Participants
need to sign up by Feb. 10.

“You can watch the full moon rise, and if
it’s not cloudy you can see the stars over the
ocean as you paddle out,” Candilasa said.

Patrons who prefer land over water can
take a moonlight hike instead. OAC will
host a moonlight hike to Makapu’u light-
house at 5:30 pm. Feb. 15. Participants
need to sign up by Feb.12. This is a fami-

ly-friendly hike and headlamps will be
provided.

For more information, call Hickam
Harbor at 449-5215 or OAC at 473-1198.

Moonlight excursions provide outdoor recreation

TTRRXX  LLeevveell  11  TTrraaiinniinngg  CCoouurrssee will
be held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam Fitness Center.
Patrons can visit trxtraining.com
to register. FMI: 1-415-640-
6382.

AAnniimmee  &&  CCoonncceepptt  AArrtt will be
held from 3:45 to 5:15 p.m.  on
Wednesdays from Feb. 12 to
March 12 at the Hickam Arts &
Crafts Center. The class is for
“tweens” and teens who like to
draw manga/comic/cartoon art.
FMI: 448-9907.

IInnttrroo  ttoo  IIlllluussttrraattiioonn will be held
from 5:45 to 7:15 p.m. on
Wednesdays from Feb. 12 to
March 12 at the Hickam Arts &
Crafts Center. The class is open
to youth ages 12 years old and
older. Some previous basic draw-
ing and painting experience is
recommended. FMI: 448-9907.

CCaallll  ffoorr  CCrraafftteerrss  ffoorr  SSpprriinngg  CCrraafftt
FFaaiirr sign-ups begin Feb. 14. The
39th Annual Hickam Spring Craft
Fair will be held May 3 on the

lawn of the Hickam Arts & Crafts
Center and is open to the public.
Interested crafters should sign
up at the sales store to sign up.
All items must be handmade by
the crafter. FMI:  448-9907.

FFrreeee  AAddvvaannccee  SSccrreeeenniinngg  ooff
““PPoommppeeiiii” will begin at 7 p.m.
Feb. 15 at Sharkey Theater. In
the movie, a slave turned gladia-
tor finds himself in a race against
time to save his true love, who
has been betrothed to a corrupt
Roman senator. As Mount
Vesuvius erupts, he must fight to
save his beloved as Pompeii
crumbles around him. The movie
is rated PG-13. The ticket booth
will be open at 5:30 p.m. for
assigned seating. FMI: 473-
0726.

BBoottttoomm  FFiisshhiinngg  aatt  HHiicckkaamm
HHaarrbboorr will begin at 2:30 p.m.
Feb. 15 at Outdoor Recreation-
Hickam Harbor. Participants
need to sign up by Feb. 13.
Fishing gear, bait and boat and
some instruction will be provided.
FMI: 449-5215.

LLeeaarrnn  ttoo  SSttaanndd--uupp  PPaaddddlleebbooaarrdd
will begin at 9:30 and 10:45
a.m. Feb. 16 at Outdoor
Recreation-Hickam Harbor.
Participants need to sign up by
Feb. 13. An experienced guide
will teach the basics.
Participants must be able to
swim without a lifejacket. FMI:
449-5215.

FFaasshhiioonn  IIlllluussttrraattiioonn will be held
from 3:45 to 5:15 p.m. on
Mondays from Feb. 17 to March
17 at Hickam Arts & Crafts
Center. The class is open to
youth ages 12 years old and
older. Participants will create
stylized fashion sketches. Basic
sketching and painting experi-
ence is a plus but is not
required. FMI: 448-9907.

BBeeggiinnnniinngg  AAdduulltt  WWaatteerr  CCoolloorr
will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. on
Tuesdays from Feb. 18 to March
25 at the Hickam Arts & Crafts
Center. Students will apply  prac-
tical elements of art to compose
and paint pictures. FMI: 
448-9907.

Photo courtesy of Shutter Stock
A kayaker paddles at sunset.

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam Morale, Welfare
and Recreation

The Hickam Library is
not just for books any
more. It offers audio and e-
books, music, online learn-
ing and other ways to
expand the mind.  

Library know how is
offered one Saturday a
month. It is a free instruc-
tional session where adult
and young patrons can
learn how to get the most
out of this resource on
base.  This month’s session
will be held Saturday. 

The session includes a

refresher on the Dewey
Decimal system, so cus-
tomers can find the subject
they are looking for within
the rows of shelves.

Young children are
shown the joy of reading
through pre-school story
time, which is held on the
second and fourth
Wednesday of each month.  

Themes change each ses-
sion, often matching the
season, holiday or special
occasion.  Parents are
encouraged to bring their
children down to the
library to be entertained
through the stories.

The library also holds

Hickam Library opens new world of knowledge for young minds

MWR Marketing photo
Patrons learn how computers can enhance their library experience during a
library know-how class.

special activities and events
intended to not only encourage
reading, but also other forms of
expression.  

A friendship book exchange will
be held on Feb. 12. Children can
bring a new, wrapped book and
exchange it for another.  

In March, the library will start
a book club for fourth and fifth
graders that will meet once a
month.  Also in March, the library
will begin accepting submissions
for the annual creative writing
contest.  Patrons from ages 6 to
adult are encouraged to submit
their original short story or poem.

All these activities are free. For
more information, stop by to talk
with the staff or call 449-8299. 
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NOW — The Cost of Living (COLA) Living Pattern Survey is
now online and will be available through Feb. 28. Service
members are asked to help the Department of Defense (DoD)
determine what Hawaii COLA should be by taking the COLA
Living Pattern Survey. The survey provides DoD critical infor-
mation for determining rates for Hawaii. The survey takes
approximately 30 minutes to complete. The data collected
identifies the types of the local economy outlets where military
members shop and the amount each of these outlets are
used by military members. DOD then compares the prices in
Hawaii to averages in the continental United States and the
resulting COLA reflects the difference.  Visit
https://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/lps-hawaii.cfm to take
the survey. This link is also available at www.pacom.mil by
clicking on the graphic that says “COLA Living Pattern Survey
Hawaii.” 

SATURDAY — Pacific Aviation Museum Pearl Harbor will
hold a hangar talk titled “Tuskegee Airmen Then and Now”
from 2 to 4 p.m. in the museum theater. Tuskegee Airman
Philip Baham, Dr. Dorothy Goldsborough and a panel of
experts will discuss stories and the legacy of the first African-
American military aviators to serve during World War II. The
event is free with regular museum admission and to museum
members. FMI: FMI: 441-1000 or
www.pacificaviationmuseum.org.

FEBRUARY
11 — An Armed Forces Communications and Electronics
Association (AFCEA) luncheon event will be held at Hale
Ikena Club, Fort Shafter. Check-in is at 11 a.m. and the buffet
begins at 11:30 a.m. FMI: http://afcea-hawaii.org or call 441-
8565 or 441-8524. 

12, 18 — Tripler Army Medical Center Blood Donor Center
has updated its schedule of upcoming blood drives as part of
the Armed Services Blood Donor Program. Currently sched-
uled drives include Feb. 12, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Pearl Harbor
Memorial Chapel, Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam; Feb. 18,
11 a.m. to 3 p.m., NEX, Tripler Army Medical Center. FMI:
433-6699 or 433-6148 or email
michelle.lele@amedd.army.mil.

20 — Naval Health Clinic Hawaii will hold a Healthy Heart
Fair and Great American Spit-Out Awareness Day from 10:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Pearl Harbor Navy Exchange mall rotun-
da to promote health and tobacco-free living. FMI: 471-2280
or 473-2444, ext. 507.

For the first time in movie history, audiences will truly see and feel what it was like when dinosaurs ruled the Earth.
Recent discoveries and a breakthrough in technology will introduce new and unique dinosaurs that are more real
than ever before and put moviegoers in the middle of a thrilling prehistoric adventure.

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS (PG)

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME
Preschool story time will be held from 9 to 10 a.m. Feb. 12 at
the Hickam Library. The theme will be Valentine’s Day.” FMI:
449-8299.

FREE GOLF CLINIC
There will be a free golf clinic at the Navy-Marine Golf Course
beginning at noon Feb. 13. FMI: 471-0142.

MWR SUPER GARAGE SALE
The MWR Super Garage Sale will be held from 8 a.m. to noon
Feb. 15 at Richardson Field. Admission is free for shoppers.
FMI: 473-0792.

KAYAKING THE MOKULUA ISLANDS
There will be a kayaking excursion to the Mokulua Islands at 9
a.m. Feb. 16. Departures are from the Outdoor Adventure
Center at the Fleet Store. Transportation and gear is provided.
The location is subject to change due to weather conditions.
The registration deadline is Feb. 13. FMI: 473-1198.

FORD ISLAND HISTORICAL TOUR
There will be a Ford Island historical tour from 8:30 to 10:30
a.m. Feb. 19. Ford Island played a significant role in World War
II, and this tour will visit often-overlooked historical battle sites.
FMI: 448-2295.

MWR NEWCOMERS LUNCH
A free MWR Newcomers Lunch will be held beginning 11 a.m.
Feb. 19 at the Tradewinds Enlisted Club. This event features
lunch, MWR information booths, sponsor tables and activities
for kids. This event is open to all military-affiliated personnel.
FMI: www.greatlifehawaii.com.

YOUTH SPRING NFL FLAG FOOTBALL
Registration for NFL Flag Football for youths ages 5-15 runs
now through Feb. 21. The season runs March through June.
FMI: www.greatlifehawaii.com or 473-0787.

CHINATOWN FOOD, HISTORIC TOUR
A tour of Honolulu’s Chinatown featuring a traditional dim sum
lunch will be held from 8:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Feb. 22. The
tour departs from Tickets & Travel-Hickam. FMI: 448-2295.

SHARKEY THEATER
TODAY 2/7
7:00 PM  47 Ronin (PG-13)

SATURDAY 2/1
2:30 PM  Walking with Dinosaurs (3D) (PG)
4:40 pm  The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (PG)
7:00 pm  Paranormal Activity: The Marked Ones (R)

SUNDAY 2/9
2:30 PM  Walking with Dinosaurs (3D) (PG)
4:30 pm  The Legend of Hercules (PG-13)
7:00 pm  Lone Survivor (R)

THURSDAY 2/13
7:00 PM  American Hustle (R)

HICKAM MEMORIAL THEATER
TODAY 2/7
6:00 PM  The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (PG)    

SATURDAY 2/8
4:00 PM  Walking with Dinosaurs (PG) 
7:00 PM  Studio Appreciation Advance Screening  

Free Admission – Rated PG13*. Tickets available
at your local exchange food court. Seating open
to non-ticket holders 30 minutes prior to show-
time

SUNDAY 2/9
2:00 PM  Walking with Dinosaurs (PG)

THURSDAY 2/13
2:00 PM  Lone Survivor (R)



Football dreams of Navy’s first black admiral
Review by Bill Doughty

Long before becoming Navy's
first black admiral, Samuel L.
Gravely Jr., had his sights set on
becoming a football coach.  He
loved the game, but his father —
“deathly afraid” about injury —
didn’t want him to play.  Gravely
Sr., a World War I veteran and
pullman porter, thought his son's
future lay with the post office.

Gravely’s biography, “Trailbl-
azer: The U.S. Navy’s First Black
Admiral,” is the heartfelt tale of
how education, hard work, perse-
verance and luck came together for
a remarkable and inspirational
leader, whose training to become
an officer actually preceded the
Golden Thirteen (first naval offi-
cers).

Gravely played football despite
his father’s fears.  He had to hide
his uniform behind the refrigerator
during high school — until his
father found it.  

After high school he attended
the all-black Virginia Union
University in his hometown of
Richmond, Va. where football
changed his life.

Gravely writes:  “One difference
from high school was that I was
able to play football without my
father knowing it. The college had
a gym with lockers, so it was no
longer a case of trying to hide my
uniform at home. One of the foot-
ball trips in 1940 had beneficial
consequences down the road.  At
the time, my sister Christie was
going to school at Virginia State
College in Petersburg.  I went over
there once with a bunch of football
players, and my sister introduced
me to one of her roommates, Alma
Clark. Several years later, Alma
and I were married...”

One year later, World War II
started in the Pacific with Imperial
Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor on
Dec. 7, 1941.  Gravely enlisted in
the Navy after the Navy
announced a new policy (April 7,
1942) to accept black Sailors into
general service ratings. 

It was a giant leap for the young
man whose only life experiences
were in the segregated south
where every school he attended
was all black and where he had to
sit in the back of the streetcar or
bus but in the front of the train,
“which was the first place the coal
hit.”

At Great Lakes Naval Training
Station and Hampton Institute,
Gravely excelled in study, but
learned, “I wasn't as technically
minded as I thought I was.”  He
came out as a nonrated fireman.
The east coast would have seemed
like a natural selection as a duty
station.

“But I was influenced by one of

my roommates to look in another
direction,” Gravely writes.
“[Roger] Gibbons had been a
schoolteacher.  He’d been one of the
great football players of Prairie
View A&M, a black college in
Texas ...” Gibbons suggested they
take Horace Greeley's advice and
“Go West, young man.” They asked
for and got orders to San Diego,
which at the time was even more
segregated than Richmond, he
writes.

Gravely studied at UCLA. He
considered his future and began
taking pre-med classes, temporari-
ly questioning his childhood dream
of becoming a football coach.

He followed opportunity back to
New York and Asbury Park, N.J.
and excelled as a midshipman,
studying at Columbia University.
He expresses regret that instead of
an assignment at sea in 1944 he
was assigned to teach back at
Great Lakes.

Soon, though, Gravely was serv-
ing aboard PC-1264, a submarine
chaser homeported at Staten
Island, New York City and operat-
ing along the east coast, especially
near Florida.  PC-1264 and USS
Mason were the only two combat-
ant ships with black officers
aboard during WWII.

When PC-1264 went to Norfolk
for a shipyard period to prepare for
deployment to the Pacific, Gravely
struck up a friendship with a work-
er there and joined his semi-pro
football team, the Brown Bombers.
Sadly, while on liberty in Miami,

he was arrested for “impersonating
an officer” because the white mili-
tary policeman had never seen a
“Negro Navy officer.”

After WWII, like a lot of his con-
temporaries, Gravely decided to
leave the military and use the GI
Bill to continue his education.  He
attended Virginia Union and got
serious about his studies, majoring
in history.  And he played football.
His coach was Sam Taylor, who
had been the coach for his former
roommate Roger Gibbons at
Prairie View.

Another turning point came in
1949 when Gravely was invited to
come back on active duty.  The year
before President Harry S. Truman
issued an executive order (9981)
which said, “It is hereby declared
that there shall be equality of
treatment and opportunity for all
persons in the armed services
without regard to race, color, reli-
gion, or national origin.”

It was also a turning point for
civil rights in the nation. (Like
Seattle Seahawks quarterback
Russell Wilson and his father
would ask in the next generation:
“Why not me?  Why not us?”)

Gravely became a coach and
leader not of football players but of
Sailors.  He would go on from
recruiter duty to serve aboard the
battleship USS Iowa, heavy cruiser
USS Toledo, USS Seminole and
USS Theodore E. Chandler.  He
would serve throughout the
Korean, Vietnam and Cold Wars.

He made history Jan. 31, 1962

when he became CO of USS
Falgout in Pearl Harbor.  “I guess
it’s been said that this was the first
time a black had command of a
U.S. Navy ship since Robert
Smalls captured a small frigate out
of the Charleston Harbor and
turned it over to the Union forces
during the Civil War,” Gravely
writes.

In 1963 he was invited to the
White House where he and Alma
met President Kennedy and Vice
President Johnson.  He was in
Washington, D.C. as part of the
Emancipation Proclamation cen-
tennial celebration.

Gravely next served at the
Naval War College and Defense
Communications Agency.  He com-
manded USS Taussig and then
USS Jouett, a guided-missile
frigate, later redesignated a guid-
ed-missile cruiser.

In 1971, Gravely was frocked
to rear admiral, blazing anoth-
er trail for naval officers.  He
served as director of naval com-
munications and commander of
Cruiser-Destroyer Group Two
and then Eleventh Naval
District.  

In September 1976, back in
Pearl Harbor, Gravely assumed
command of U.S. 3rd Fleet, based
in Hawaii. (Since then C3F has
relocated to San Diego.)

Details of Gravely's assign-
ments, new technologies, housing
challenges, duty in the Pacific,
“racial disturbances in the fleet,”
and the profound influence of

CNO Adm. Zumwalt and his Z-
grams are all included in
“Trailblazer.”

In addition to his accomplish-
ments, Gravely shares his chal-
lenges and personal tragedies.  In
1978 his son Robbie was killed
while driving on Ford Island in
Pearl Harbor.

“Trailblazer” is written with
Paul Stillwell, who in the preface
notes that Gravely was born just
60 years after the Civil War.  The
afterward is a very personal
account by Alma B. Gravely, writ-
ten in 2010, of her life together
with her “Sammie.”  Adm.
Gravely passed away in 2004.

In 2009, the Samuel L. Gravely
Jr. Elementary School was dedi-
cated in Prince William County,
Va..  Inside the front door of the
school is the motto that Alma
says expresses the admiral’s phi-
losophy:  “Success = Education +
Motivation + Perseverance.”

The dust jacket of
“Trailblazer,” published by the
Naval Institute Press, notes:
“The U.S. Navy commissioned the
guided-missile destroyer USS
Gravely (DDG 107) in 2010 in
tribute to a man who relished
destroyer service and set an
example for generations of Navy
men and women.”

(Doughty writes and posts to Navy
Reads – www.navyreads.blogspot.com
– on weekends, even on Super Bowl
Sunday. The Navy Reads blog sup-
ports the CNO’s professional read-
ing program and related books.)
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Celebrate love with MWR Valentine-themed events
Emily McNulty

Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam Morale, Welfare
and Recreation

Love is in the air and
Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam’s Morale, Welfare
and Recreation has activi-
ties to help patrons sweep
their special one off their
feet.

Joint Base Catering,
located at the Hickam
Officers Club, will host an
“XOXO Valentine’s Day
Dinner” where Chef
Robert will prepare a five-
course meal for $45 for
members, $40 for non-
members and an extra $25
per person for wine pair-
ings. Patrons of all ranks
can sign up, but reserva-
tions are required before
Feb.12. For more informa-
tion, call 448-2271. 

Patrons can also stop by
Sam Choy’s Island Style
Seafood Grille, located on
Mamala Bay Drive just
past Hickam Harbor, for a
four-course dinner on the
water for $89.99 per cou-
ple. The dinner includes a
bottle of wine. For reserva-
tions, call 422-3002. 

In addition, Seven
Palms Bar and Grille can
also be a part of patrons’

Valentines Day. They can
share a romantic dinner
and a bottle of champagne
with their special some-
one. For reservations, call
421-7267. 

Schooners Restaurant,
located down the road
from the Arizona
Memorial, will host a fam-
ily Valentine’s Day seafood
and prime rib buffet at
$29.95 person, $15 for chil-
dren ages 6 to 12 and free
for children 5 years and
younger. For reservations,
call 423-0790. All of these
dinners occur during nor-
mal dinner hours on Feb.
14. Visit
www.greatlifehawaii.com
to view Valentine’s Day
menus and hours.

Hickam and Naval
Bowling Centers can also
help with Valentine’s gifts
this year. Patrons can stop
by between now and Feb.
11 during open bowling
times and receive an entry
to win a dinner or lunch
for their love. The first
prize is a dinner date for
two at Schooners or lunch
for two at Seven Palms.
Second prize winners will
receive a box of chocolates.
The winners will be noti-
fied Feb. 11. 

For more information,
call call 448-9959 or 473-

2574. Patrons who can’t
get enough of bowling can
also bring their date to the
Naval Station Bowling
Center from 7 to 9 p.m.
Feb. 14 and receive one
free game of bowling for
them and their beloved.
For more information, call
473-2574. 

Hickam and Wahiawa
Annex Fitness Centers
will also hold Valentine’s-
themed athletic events.
Patrons can run a 5k
beginning at 8 a.m.  Feb. 8
starting and ending at the
Hickam Fitness Center or
beginning at 7 a.m. Feb. 13
at the Wahiawa Annex
Fitness Center. 

Both runs are free, with
no registration required.
The top three male and
female finishers will
receive prizes. For more
information, call 448-2214
or 653-5542.

The Hickam Teen Center
will hold a Valentine’s Day
social from 6 to 9 p.m. Feb.
14 for teens ages 13 to 18.
The cost of the event is $5
per youth with current reg-
istration.

Teens will be treated to
a night of food, games,
music and a photo booth. 

Registration forms can 
be downloaded from
www.greatlifehawaii.com.

For more information, call
448-0418.

Hickam Fitness Center
Spa can also bring couples

together. Throughout
February the Valentine’s
special is a couples mas-
sage. For $130 per couple

($65 per person), patrons
can treat themselves and
their significant other to a
60-minute massage. A 24-
hour cancellation policy
applies for all appoint-
ments. Call 448-2214 for
more information. 

Patrons can also bring
their children to the
Hickam Arts & Crafts
Center from 2:30 to 4:30
p.m. on Feb. 8 for Valentine
origami.  The cost of the
session is $10 per person
and includes supplies. For
more information, call 448-
9907.

For those who love the
movies and bowling,
Sharkey Theater will give
away a small bag of popcorn
at the 7 p.m. movie Feb. 14.
Then they can bring their
movie ticket to the Naval
Station Bowling Center and
receive a free game of bowl-
ing for each movie ticket
purchased. The offer is good
only on Feb. 14 until the
bowling center closes at 11
p.m. For more information,
call 473-0726.

For more informa-
tion on all events, visit
www.greatlifehawaii.com
or facebook.com/greatlife
hawaii.

MWR Marketing photo
Chef Robert Souza will provide a five-course Valentine's Day
Dinner at the Hickam Officers Club.

HOSC accepting scholarship applications
The Hickam Officers’ Spouses Club (HOSC) is currently accepting scholarship

applications from all college bound military dependents, including high school
seniors, current college students and spouses. Dependents from all branches of ser-
vice are eligible.

Scholarship applications can be found on line by visiting
http://www.hickamosc.com/.  The deadline for applications is March 10.

Last year, the HOSC awarded dependent high school seniors, current college
students and spouses more than $30,000 in scholarships.

For more information about HOSC scholarships and eligibility, visit
http://www.hikcamosc.com/ or email the scholarship coordinator at scholar-
ships@hickamosc.com.

MFSC announces upcoming classes on
finances, communication, interviews
JBPHH Military and
Family Support
Center

The Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam Military
and Family Support
Center (MFSC) offers free
programs to help Air Force
and Navy service mem-
bers, their families and
Department of Defense
civilians to develop skills,
improve relationships, and
handle the military way of
life. Upcoming classes
include:
• Acing the interview

class, 10 a.m. to noon Feb.
11 at MFSC Pearl Harbor.
This workshop provides
knowledge and skills train-
ing to help prepare partici-
pants for an effective inter-
view. It identifies various
interview scenarios, differ-
ent question types, how to
prepare effective answers,
what to bring and how to
dress for the interview.   
• Good communication
with your children class,
10 a.m. to noon Feb. 12 at
MFSC Pearl Harbor. This
seminar is designed to
show participants how to

talk to their children on
their level of understand-
ing, learn how to listen to
and connect with their feel-
ings and learn the gentle
art of active communica-
tion.
• Financial planning for
retirement class, 1 to 3 p.m.
Feb. 13 at MFSC Hickam.
Topics will include how to
calculate what is needed to
live a life of financial free-
dom at retirement age.  

Register online at
www.greatlifehawaii.com
under the MFSC class 
calendar. 



Lt. Cmdr. Jason Ayeroff

Regional Voting Assistance
Officer

In order to vote in a fed-
eral primary or special elec-
tion in March, April or May
2014, service members can
visit www.FVAP.gov for
information on registering
to vote and requesting an
absentee ballot according to
state deadlines and
requirements.

States must provide
requested ballots 45 days
before an election. If the
requested state ballot is not
received at least 30 days
before an election, prepare,
print and sign the backup
Federal Write-In Absen-
tee Ballot (FWAB) at
www.FVAP.gov.

All uniformed service
members residing outside
of their voting jurisdiction,
their eligible family mem-
bers and citizens residing
outside the U.S. who are
residents of these states
and would like to partici-
pate in these elections
should submit a Federal

Post Card Application
(FPCA), which acts as a
request for voter registra-
tion and a request for an
absentee ballot. FVAP rec-
ommends using the online
assistant to prepare, print
and sign an FPCA at
FVAP.gov.

Service members should
include an email address,
phone number and/or fax
number on the FPCA in the
event a local election official
must contact them. Many
states allow submission of
the FPCA electronically and
are required to deliver the
blank ballot electronically 
by email or fax or provide
online ballot access. 
Go to FVAP.gov or your
state’s election website to
see how you can return your
forms.

The FWAB is a backup
ballot. If the requested
state ballot has not been
received 30 days before the

election or you think you
will not receive your state
ballot in time to return your
ballot, prepare and print

the FWAB at FVAP.gov.
Sign and submit the FWAB
to the local election official.
The FWAB is also available
in embassies, consulates
and military installations
around the world.

The state’s election web-
site can be checked for spe-
cific information on candi-

dates, elections, contact
information and links to
local election offices.

For more information on
the Federal Voting
Assistance Program or help
with the absentee voting
process, call FVAP at 
1-800-438-8683 or DSN
425-1584 and visit

www.FVAP.gov for the
complete 2014 primary
election calendar. Unit or
installation voting assis-
tance officers can also pro-
vide information or assis-
tance.

Visit the Facebook 
page DoDFVAP or Twitter
@FVAP.
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Federal Voting Assistance Program website provides information on voting 

Terri Moon Cronk

American Forces
Press Service

W A S H I N G -
TON (NNS) --
Tax season is here
and service members
should gather documen-
tation to file their 2013 taxes. 

In an interview with
American Forces Press
Service and the Pentagon
Channel, Barbara
Thompson, the director of
the Pentagon’s office of fami-
ly policy/children and youth,
suggested visiting the
Military OneSource website
for tax filing resources and to
learn what will be necessary
to file, such as W2 forms,
Social Security numbers and

receipts for deductions
such as child care,

education, medical
expenses and
donations, among
other write-offs.

Tax preparers
at Military

OneSource will do
short-form tax filing free

of charge for service mem-
bers and their families,
Thompson said.

Relocations and deploy-
ments have tax implications,
Thompson noted. For exam-
ple, deployed service mem-
bers can receive an extension
to file taxes after the normal
April 15 filing date, she said.
“It’s very helpful to have
someone who is experienced
to help you through the cum-
bersome issue of taxes and

tax returns,” she added.
The tax preparers at

Military OneSource are up to
date on changes in tax laws
and can answer military-spe-
cific questions, Thompson
said.

Installations also offer vol-
unteer income tax assistance
to service members and their
families, while certain banks
and credit unions provide
education and training on
tax preparation, Thompson
said. She advised that ser-
vice members organize their
taxes by starting a file begin-
ning each Jan. 1 for the fol-
lowing year’s tax papers,
such as receipts and other
write-offs.

“You don’t want to wait
until the last minute,” she
said.

Service members and fam-
ilies who prepare long-form
taxes with deductions such
as mortgages and rental
properties might want to
consider hiring a tax expert
to file for them, Thompson
said. “It’s best to get advice to
make sure you have every-
thing covered,” she added.

People who do their own
taxes need to stay on top of
current tax information,
Thompson said. “Sometimes
tax laws change, so you have
to be really smart about
doing your own taxes,” she
added. States’ tax laws often
vary, too, she said, and
because of relocations, some
service members have to file
local taxes in more than one
state.

“That’s where [tax consul-

tants] can really be of great
value to make sure you know
what the requirements are
for states,” Thompson said.

Filing federal and state
tax returns usually results in
either a tax refund or money
owed back to the govern-
ment. Expecting to receive a
tax refund, but instead find-
ing out that money is owed
can be a shock, Thompson
said. Looking at W2s to
determine how much money
in taxes is being withheld is a
good indicator of whether or
not one will owe money, she
suggested.

Service members who
receive a tax refund face
important decisions on what
to do with the money,
Thompson said.

“Do you use it to buy down

debt, or put it in a savings
account?” she asked, advis-
ing people to not blow their
tax refunds in a spending
frenzy of unnecessary pur-
chases.

A tax refund also can be
deposited into a retirement
savings account, she added.
“It’s important to think about
what you’re going to do with
that money and how you can
best utilize it for your finan-
cial well-being,” she said.

Meeting with a financial
planner to learn the “lay of
the land,” and what tax
deductions might apply to a
service member’s finances is
a good idea, Thompson said.
“It’s really important to be
savvy about that.”

For more information, see
page B-3.

DoD advises service members to prepare for tax season


