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YIGO, Guam (NNS) --
Sailors aboard the Arleigh
Burke-class, guided-missile
destroyer USS Michael
Murphy (DDG 112) partici-
pated in a community rela-
tions (COMREL) project
Nov. 8 to help preserve the
natural beauty of the island
of Guam and strengthen
relations with the local
community.

Michael Murphy is home-
ported at Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam.

Eleven crew members
volunteered for the project
which involved cleaning
and picking up trash in 
and around Marble Cave.
Marble Cave is naturally

filled by rain water and is a
local favorite spot for swim-
ming and picnicking.

“When we arrived at 
the cave, we were simply
amazed,” said Chief Fire
Controlman Ryan York,
lead organizer of the com-
munity relations project. “It
was such a beautiful sight.
Neatly tucked away was
this scenic cave filled with
fresh, clean water.”

Upon arrival at the site,
Sailors grabbed gloves and
trash bags and went to
work cleaning up trash
around the cave.

“There were mounds of
full garbage bags, a rusted
air conditioning unit, and a
wheelbarrow with no
wheels thrown in the woods
around the cave,” said
York. “We pulled it all out
and made a nice pile so

that it could be picked up
later.”

Volunteers spent nearly
three hours removing all
the trash from the cave and
surrounding area. After
Sailors finished cleaning,
some enjoyed the fruits of
their labor by taking a
swim in the newly cleaned
pool.

“We wanted to do some-
thing good for the commu-
nity and help have a posi-
tive impact during our
visit,” said York. “It was a
great opportunity to help
keep such a treasure main-
tained for others to enjoy
for years to come.” 

Michael Murphy is
deployed to the U.S. 7th
Fleet area of responsibility
supporting security and
stability in the Indo-Asia-
Pacific region.

USS Michael Murphy Sailors help
preserve local treasure in Guam
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Underwater Construction Team (UCT) 2 at work

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class James Aldrich (left photo), Hospital Corpsman
1st Class James Aldrich (above photo) from Construction Dive Detachment Al-
pha, part of Underwater Construction Team (UCT) 2 from Port Hueneme,
Calif., prepare a pile jacket for concrete during an annual maintenance and
repair procedure at the Sierra piers at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

U.S. Navy photos by MC2 Johans Chavarro
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Submarine Force Pacific
Fleet Public Affairs

Families and friends lined
the submarine piers of Joint
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam,
for a warm aloha welcome
as the Los Angeles-class,
fast attack submarine USS
Columbia (SSN 771) re-
turned Nov. 21 from a sched-
uled deployment to the
western Pacific. 

The excited crowd cheered
and waved signs, banners
and lei as the submarine
came into view in the har-
bor. 

The submarine’s com-
manding officer, Cmdr. John
Friedman, said the crew was
outstanding and productive
throughout the deployment.

“The ship and crew per-
formed extremely well dur-
ing our deployment to the
[U.S.] 7th Fleet,” said Fried-
man. “I am very proud of
their accomplishments and
consider it an honor to have
served with them.”

Columbia successfully
completed several missions
vital to national security and
participated in several
multinational exercises,
which supported ongoing se-
curity theater objectives,
and improved the overall
warfighting readiness of
U.S. and allied forces in the
western Pacific.

In addition to gaining the
experience of operating in
the western Pacific, the de-
ployment afforded Sailors
the opportunity to work on
qualifications. 

Over the course of the de-
ployment, 16 Sailors of the
150-man crew became sub-
marine-qualified and are
now able to wear their re-
spective submarine warfare
insignia, also known as the
“dolphins.”

Ashore, the crew enjoyed
visits to Sasebo and Yoko-
suka, Japan; and Singapore. 

“Singapore was an espe-
cially exotic place with a

very different culture from
America,” said Sonar Tech-
nician (Submarines) Sea-
man Angelo Cosentino of
Winchendon, Mass. “There
were many different cus-
toms, and it was a very 
diverse population with dif-
ferent tastes.”

Friedman commended the
crew on their conduct while
in other nations as well.
“They were exemplary am-
bassadors of the United
States and represent the
best the country has to of-
fer,” said Friedman. 

The submarine’s chief of
the boat, Master Chief Ma-
chinist’s Mate Wayne 
Fetterly, said the crew per-
formed exceptionally well
considering many were on
their first deployment, not-
ing that the crew is now
ready to wind down and en-
joy some much needed rest
and relaxation. 

“Having successfully
completed several missions
on deployment, the crew is
now looking forward to be-
ing home in Pearl Harbor
and spending time with
their loves ones,” said Fet-
terly. 

Corey Lambert, fiancé of
Columbia Sailor Yeoman

2nd Class David Copeland,
said she is looking forward
to seeing his face and giving
him a big hug. 

“We are getting married
in a couple of weeks, and I’m
so excited!” said Lambert.

Also among the excited
crowd were newborn chil-
dren, waiting to see their
dads for the first time. 

Patty Ranger, wife of Ma-
chinist’s Mate 2nd Class
David Ranger of Haines
City, Fla., said she can’t
wait to introduce their new-
born baby boy to her hus-
band.

“He is so excited. We have
been waiting for this day,”
said Ranger. 

USS Columbia, commis-
sioned in 1995, was the last
Los Angeles-class subma-
rine to be built at Electric
Boat Shipyard in Groton,
Conn. One of the most ver-
satile ships in the world, the
submarine is capable of nu-
merous types of missions in
myriad regions including
long-range Tomahawk
strike operations, anti-sub-
marine and surface ship
tracking operations, surveil-
lance and intelligence gath-
ering, and special forces
insertions. 

USS Columbia returns from deployment

Machinist’s Mate 1st Class Christopher Brohammer of the
Los Angeles-class, fast attack submarine USS Columbia
(SSN 771) is welcomed home Nov. 21 by his daughter at the
submarine piers at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam following
the return of the submarine from a six-month scheduled
deployment to the western Pacific region. 




