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The Whiting Tower
 - Capt. Matthew Coughlin

 - Cmdr. Greggory Gray

 - Command Master Chief (AW/SW) Alton Smith

 - Jay Cope

The Whiting Tower is an authorized publication for mem-
bers of the Naval Air Station Whiting Field team, tenant 
commands, their family members and retirees in the sur-
rounding area.  The contents of this publication do not nec-
essarily reflect the views of the U.S. Government, the De-
partment of Defense or the Department of the Navy, and 
do not imply endorsement thereof.  The editorial content is 
prepared, edited and provided by the Public Affairs Office 
of Naval Air Station Whiting Field.

Whiting Field Newsg
Artesia, NM Hosts TRAWING-5 Detachment

- (Cont. on Page 6)

By Ensign Lindsey Stevenson, Public Affairs Of-
fice 
 Training Air Wing FIVE deployed a detach-
ment of aircraft and personnel to Artesia, New Mex-
ico for ten weeks to conduct primary flight training 
operations.  
Artesia was chosen for detachment operations after 
careful statistical analysis of different weather met-
rics that impact U.S. Navy primary flight training 
operations showed that the clear skies of Southeast-
ern New Mexico would allow for more sorties than 
at NAS Whiting Field during the same time frame.  
Good weather in New Mexico affords the wing to 
fly students more often than possible if training was 
conducted exclusively at Whiting. The detachment is 
deployed with the intent of improving efficiency and 
reducing the cost of producing a combat ready pilot.
 The close proximity of the Municipal airport 
at Artesia to the forward operating base at the Ro-
swell International Air Center, combined with Arte-
sia’s long, wide runways also made it an ideal location 
for conducting landing pattern training for fledgling 
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard pilots.
 “We’re very fortunate to enjoy the close coopera-
tion of the Roswell Air Traffic Control Facility to in-

crease safety and prevent negative impacts to the civilian 
aviators in the area while we practice our maneuvers in 
the vicinity of airports like Artesia. Additionally, with the 
enthusiastic support of local airfields such as the Artesia, 
we’ve been able to increase our training effectiveness and 

Cover Photo
 The Navy’s premier training squadrons have called Na-
val Air Station Whiting Field home for over 70 years. During that 
time frame many different types of aircraft and thousands of Sail-
ors also called NAS Whiting Field home. To pay homage to the 
rich history and traditions of these squadrons and to honor their 
Sailors and family members, NAS Whiting Field erected a new 
addition to their aircraft static display collection just inside of the 
base’s main gate last week.  The H-60B aircraft is located just in-
side the front gate beside the F/A-18 Blue Angel Hornet aircraft.  
Sailors and Marines from CNATT Det Milton AMO School and 
NATTC took part in the clean-up, maintenance, and painting of 
the aircraft a few weeks ago.  Over 100 maintenance man-hours 
were needed to get the aircraft prepared.  They gave the aircraft a 
plane wash and a fresh coat of paint, keeping these tributes to our 
past in ship-shape condition.  AM1 Dale Dickerson and AM2 Ty-
ler Means from NATTC provided most of the grunt work getting 
the aircraft ready.  They were instrumental in custom building 12 
aircraft skin panels and performing the necessary servicing to get 
the aircraft safely to the front gate.  It was a team effort from Team 
Whiting Field once the aircraft was on spot.  Mike Kurtzke, Doug 
Kelly, David Archer, Amanda Turner and Larry Paul were instru-
mental in the assistance getting the aircraft on spot and hanging 
the rotor blades.  The next time you drive by the static display 
H-60B aircraft, consider pulling into the parking lot nearby and 
walking around this tribute to our rich history and the proud tradi-
tions of the United States Navy’s training squadrons of yore.

 - Ensign Lindsay Grover
 - Ensign Lindsey Stevenson

 The New Mexico ROTC students got a rare chance to see 
the  T-6 Texan II aircraft while Training Air Wing FIVE has a 
detachment of instructors and students in the Roswell area for 
winter training.  Photo courtesy of TRAWING-5.
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Across the Fleet

This Day in Naval History
Feb. 19
1900 - President William McKinley signs an Executive Order, placing Tu-
tuila (Samoa) and nearby islands under the Navy Department. 
1942 - The Japanese attack Darwin, Australia in the largest attack by a 
foreign power on country.
1945 - Following pre-invasion naval gunfire and aerial bombardment, U.S. 
Marines land on Iwo Jima, securing the island on March 16. Fleet Adm. 
Chester Nimitz describes the invasion, from which 27 Medals of Honor 
were given, as one “where uncommon valor was a common virtue.”
1942 - The overnight Battle of Badoeng Strait begins when the allied naval 
force (ABDA) commanded by Dutch Rear Adm. W.F.M. Doorman engages 
the Japanese in an attempt to stop the invasion force in Bali. USS Stewart 
is damaged. The Japanese continue the capture of the Dutch East Indies. 
Feb. 20
1815 - During a night engagement off Madeira, Africa, the frigate Constitu-
tion, commanded by Capt. Charles Stewart captures HMS Cyane and HMS 
Levant.
1962 - Lt. Colonel John Glenn, USMC, becomes the first American to orbit 
the Earth. USS Noa (DD-841) recovers him.
1962 - USS Dixie (AD-14) rescues a lone crewman aboard a sailing yawl 
adrift for four days.
1974 - The S-3A Viking Anti-submarine aircraft is officially introduced and 
given to Anti-Submarine Squadron Forty-One (VS-41).
http://www.navy.mil/search/display_history.asp

Williamson Signs ‘Military Saves Week’ Proclamation
By Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class (SW) 
Greg Johnson, Navy Region Southeast Public Af-
fairs
 Rear Adm. Rick Williamson, Commander, 
Navy Region Southeast, signed a proclamation in sup-
port of Military Saves Week on board Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville Feb. 6.
 Military Saves Week runs from Feb. 24 through 
March 1 and is intended to encourage service members 
to make responsible financial decisions to build wealth 
and reduce debt. The proclamation officially recognizes 
the week and calls on all service members throughout 
the Southeast Region to take action to improve their 
individual and household financial situations.
 “Personal financial stability is an important is-
sue for all of our Sailors,” Williamson said. “It’s very 
difficult for Sailors and families who are experiencing 
financial difficulties to focus on the mission. Our goal 
with Military Saves Week is to encourage everyone to 
assess their financial situation and ask themselves what 
they can be doing to improve it. We have financial advi-
sors and resources available through the Fleet and Fam-
ily Support Centers (FFSC) for those who could use a 
little help.”
 Military Saves is a social marketing campaign 
to persuade, motivate and encourage military families 
to save money every month and to convince leaders 
to be aggressive in promoting automatic savings. It is 
a part of the Department of Defense (DoD) Financial 
Readiness Campaign and has been a partner with DoD 
since 2003. 
 “The campaign has been a success for more than 
ten years now,” said Carol Lucius, Southeast Region 
work and family life coordinator. “If a Sailor has a cer-
tain financial goal, whether it’s setting up an emergency 
cash fund, getting out of debt or saving for retirement, 
Military Saves can help them develop those goals and 
take action.”
 The program focuses on helping service mem-
bers achieve their financial goals by providing savings 
advice, financial tools and resources, and motivation. 
According to Lucius, the program has a tremendous 

impact on service members because they routinely face 
extraordinary circumstances.
“Deployments and frequent moves can be big financial 
strains on military households and good financial plan-
ning for both events is essential for success,” Lucius 
said. “FFSC personal financial managers (PFM), who 
are accredited financial counselors, will sit down with a 
family and help them execute a comprehensive financial 
planning worksheet to illustrate their current financial 
situation and to help them plan for the future.  Whether 
a family is in good financial shape or not, PFM’s will 
work with them to improve their financial situation.”
The Military Saves campaign is not only targeted at ser-
vice members, but at the entire family, because spouses 
and children also play a huge role in overall financial 
stability, Lucius said.
“The personal financial readiness of our service mem-
bers and their families directly supports mission readi-
ness, and engaging our military spouses is important, 
as they play a vital role in maintaining financial disci-
pline and stability within a military family,” she said. 
“Another important aspect of the campaign is helping 
kids develop financial skills. The Military Youth Saves 
program is specifically designed to encourage kids and 

Lieutenant Colonel John Glenn, USMC becomes the first 
American to orbit the Earth, Feb. 20, 1962. Photo Courtesy 

Rear Admiral Williamson signing the ‘Military Saves Week’ 
Proclomation. US Navy Photo by Bill Dougherty
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Solid Curtain / Citadel Shield - NAS Whiting Field will par-
ticipate in Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield ’14, an anti-terrorism/
force protection exercise that will be conducted on all continental 
United States Naval installations Feb. 18 - 28.  These exercises are 
designed to enhance the training and readiness of Navy security 
forces to respond to threats against installations and units.  The two 
exercises stress different areas of the Navy’s anti-terrorism and 
crisis management programs to enhance the training and readiness 
of Naval Security Force personnel. Measures have been taken to 
minimize disruptions to normal base and station operations, but 
the exercises may cause increased traffi c around the base, diver-
sions of normal traffi c patterns, and delays in base access.visitors 
should factor in additional time for getting through gates to con-
duct business aboard the base.  Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield are 
regularly scheduled exercises and are not being held in response 
to any specifi c threat.
College Prep Meeting for Parents - The School Liaison Offi cer 
from NAS Whiting Field will host a Parent Information Meetings 
dealing with Post-Secondary Education. This meeting will take 
place on Tuesday February 18th at 6:00 PM in Building 2998.  
This is the conference room that FFSS uses for its “TAPS” classes 
and is located near the old package store. This meeting is open to 
anyone with base access. Please encourage your high school de-
pendents to join us so they can ask any questions they might have. 
For more information, Please contact Chris Hendrix at 850-665-
6105 or email him at christopher.p.hendri@navy.mil
Energey Savers - The Naval Air Station Whiting Field Public 
Works Department recognizes the following buildings for their 
effortson energy conservation as compared to 2013 costs for the 
same time frame. Bldg. 2977 (HT-8/HT-18), at -40.9 percent; 
Bldg. 2981 (VT-2/VT-6), at -23.3 percent; and Bldg. 1423/VT-3 at 
-13.7 earned the honors for January.
Navy League Annual FIOY/SOY Banquet - All are cordially 
invited to attend the Navy League 2014 Sailors of the Year and 
Flight Instructors of the Year Recognition Banquet on Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2014 at 6:30 in Sikes Hall on board Naval Air Station 
Whiting Field.  NAS Whiting Field and TRAWING FIVE person-
nel please R.S.V.P. and pay by Friday, February 14, 2014 to Ms. 
Robin White, Commodore’s Secretary at robin.a.white@navy.mil 
or 623-7555.  Active Duty Personnel are $15.00 per person.  Navy 
League members and Community Friends are $20.00 per person.  
Come and help honor top Sailors and fl ight instructors from 2013.
Troy University Global Open House - Troy University will host 
a Global Open House on Thursday, Feb. 20 to assist prospective 
students in the areas of academic strategy for career development, 

fi nancial assistance, admissions, and credit transfers. Arrive before 
6:00 p.m. at Troy University’s Pensacola location at 21 New War-
rington Road in West Pensacola.  Application fees will be waived 
for those who apply for admission to TROY during a Global Open 
House event at any location or online on February 20.  Open Hous-
es will also be held at TROY’s four Alabama campuses and 22 
of its Global Campus locations, and online. The university will 
host two virtual open house sessions that day: 11:00 a.m. and 8:00 
p.m.  Register for the event by location online at http://www.troy.
edu/openhouse by Monday, February 17.  For more information, 
please contact the TROY Pensacola location at 850-455-5836 or 
pensacola@troy.edu. 
SAPR Info - SAPR Offi ces have relocated to the Atrium Building 
in Rooms 166 and 167.  They can still be reached at 850-623-7177.  
Interested in becoming a SAPR Victim Advocate?  SAPR Victim 
Advocates deliver the services directly to the victims and assist 
victims in navigating and understanding the system.  They will 
also be certifi ed by the Defense Sexual Assault Advocate Certifi -
cation Program (D-SAACP).  The next SAPR VA training will be 
conducted March 10-14.  For more information, contact the Base 
SARC, Kristen Klein at Kristen.klein@navy.mil, Civilian VA, 
Jennifer Walker at Jennifer.l.walker@navy.mil, or call the FFSC 
623-7177.
Panhandle Community Theatre Presents - The Panhandle Com-
munity Theatre will showcase the Pulitzer Prize winning play 
“Crimes of the Heart” for its February production.  This tragic 
comedy tells the story of the three Magrath sisters who  gathered 
to await news of the family patriarch, their grandfather, who is 
living out his last hours in the local hospital. The play relates how 
the characters escape the past to seize the future - but the telling 
is so true and touching and consistently comical that it will linger 
in your mind long after the fi nal scene has concluded.   Note: Al-
though this play is about family values, it contains some language 
that may not be suitable for children.  The play will run February 
20-23, 27-28, March 1-2 with evening showings at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m.  Tickets are $12 for adults and $7 for 
children (12-under).  A Special “Low-Dough” pricing is in effect 
for Thursdays for $9.  Call 850-221-7599 or email: panhandle_
community_theatre@yahoo.com for reservations.
Roller Derby Pancakes - The Emerald Coast Roller Derby as-
sociation will host a pancake breakfast Saturday, Feb. 22 at 8 a.m. 
at Ollie’s Neighborhood Grill in Milton.  Plates are $5 for Adults 
and $3 for Kids fi ve and under.  See your favorite Roller Derby girl 
for tickets, and if you don’t have one, look them up on Facebook@
Emerald Coast Roller Derby

News and Notes

Energy Conservation
Conserving energy remains an important goal in the op-
eration of Naval Air Station Whiting Field.  Steps taken 
during the past year by Public Works continue to pay 
dividends in our energy conservation programs.  Please 
help decrease usage even more by remembering to turn 
off lights, shut down computers and printers, and  limit 
usage of non-essential equipment.
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Fleet and Family Support Center Classes
Family Assistanceyy

By Ensign Lindsay Grover, NAS Whiting Field Public 
Affairs
 NAS Whit- ing Field Fleet and Family Support 
Centers (FFSC) will once again be participating in the Mili-
tary Saves Week Campaign, Feb. 24 – Mar. 1, to promote 
change in personal financial behavior and encourage savings.  
Military Saves is part of the DOD’s Financial Readi-
ness Campaign in a partnership with America Saves 
and is a social marketing campaign directed at per-
suading, motivating, and encouraging financial well-
ness and savings for service members, and their 
families. NASWF will provide events and educational op-
portunities throughout the week in support of this campaign.
 The importance of financial wellness can-
not be overemphasized as it is not just a concern 
for personal well-being but professional as well.
  According to Eugene Jackson, FFSC Financial 
Educator, “It is important that we take actions to be pro-
active in our financial health as opposed to reactive. Mis-
sion readiness can be compromised due to a loss of se-
curity clearances. The number one reason for the loss or 
denial of a security clearance is financial considerations.”
 When an individual says that they cannot afford to save for the 
future, Jackson responds with, “They cannot afford not to.”
 The Goal of the Military Saves Week Campaign 
is to encourage those who work on NASWF to “Set a 

goal. Make a plan. Save Automatically.” and to take the 
Military Saves Pledge. This pledge provides newsletters 
and information to specifically address financial goals 
of each individual. Whether the goal is to save for the fu-
ture or freedom from debt, a specified plan can be created.

NAS Whiting Field Prepares for  Military Saves Week

NAS Whiting Field Commanding Officer Captain Matthew 
Coughlin signs the Military Saves Proclamation, kicking off 
last years Military Saves Week Campaign.  US Navy Photo by 
Jay Cope.

 - (Cont. on Page 7)
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Around the Base
Artesia
- (Cont. from Page 2)
safety by evenly distributing our operations and pre-
venting the over-crowding of any single field,” said Lt. 
Col. John Payne, TRAWING-5 Operations Officer.
 Primary students in Artesia are receiving in-
struction in visual – flight relying on visual cues out-
side the aircraft as opposed to instruments inside the 
cockpit, - aerobatic, and formation flying, as well as 
instrument and visual navigation.  
 The Primary Flight Training Syllabus takes ap-
proximately 28 weeks for a student to complete. While 
only deployed for 9 weeks, Training Air Wing FIVE has 
carefully selected students for training in New Mexico 
who are in a phase of the syllabus that requires the best 
weather, minimizing  the impact that bad weather has 
on “time to train” back home. While the detachment 
will be on the ground in New Mexico for about 10 
weeks, most students will be on site for only about 2 to 
3 weeks at a time as they take advantage of the weather 
they need to advance in the visual portion of the sylla-
bus.
 Costs associated with securing the necessary 
airport facilities and rental vehicles as well as provid-
ing lodging and meals to the deployed force will likely 
total around $900,000 over 10 weeks. 
“Experience has proven that conducting training de-
tachments in favorable locations actually improves the 
regularity and quality of training during the challenging 
winter months back home. This in turn reduces student 
pilot “time-to-train” and generates a net savings in the 
process – a good value for all concerned,” Payne ex-
plained.

INVITE A PROVIDER TO BECOME 
TRICARE-AUTHORIZED
 If you know a provider who is not yet 
TRICARE-authorized but is interested in treating 
TRICARE beneficiaries, let him or her know that 
it is not necessary to become a network provider 
by signing a contract with your regional contrac-
tor. Most providers with a valid professional 
license (issued by a state or a qualified accredita-
tion organization) can become TRICARE-autho-
rized, and TRICARE will pay them for covered 
services.
 To invite your provider to become TRI-
CARE-authorized, you can visit www.tricare.mil/
findaprovider and click “Invite a Provider to Join 
TRICARE” to download a flyer to give to your 
doctor. The flyer explains the benefits of being 
TRICARE-authorized and includes information 

TRICARE Notes

teens to develop good savings habits at a young age.”
 According to Williamson, raising awareness 
about Military Saves and promoting effective financial 
planning and decision making is the responsibility of 
all leaders 

throughout the region, not only during Military Saves 
Week, but year round.
 “I think it’s important for leaders at all levels 
of the chain of command to spread awareness about 
the Military Saves program and the resources available 
to our Sailors,” Williamson said. “While we look to 
observe Military Saves Week later on this month, re-
sponsible financial planning is a year-round effort and 
there is always somewhere to turn for Sailors in need of 
assistance. I encourage leaders throughout the region to 
make sure that message is heard.”
 Service members or dependents that would like 
more information about resources and services offered 
through Military Saves, or organizations who would 
like to find out how they can support the program, 
should contact their local FFSC. In addition, more in-
formation is available at http://www.militarysaves.org/ 

Williamson
- (Cont. from Page 3)
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Around the Base

Ways of avoiding getting a ticket on Naval Base part II.  1) Watch your speed while driving on base.  All 
roads on Naval Base’s have the speed limit posted along the side of the road.  Be aware of the slow speed 
limit when you are entering and exiting the gates.  Driving too slowly; impeding the fl ow of traffi c will 
get you a ticket too.  2) No California rolls at stop signs.  A California roll is where you slowly come to a 
stop sign and keep going without stopping.  You should come to a complete stop at stop signs.  3) Yield for 
vehicles when you come to a yield sign.  4) Don’t drink and drive or drive under the infl uence of drugs, 
enough on this.  5) Not wearing protective equipment on motorcycles, scooters and mopeds.  6) Don’t fol-
low to close to the vehicle in front of you.  7) Leaving your vehicle running unattended will get you that 
little pink ticket.  8) Parking in non-parking areas or reserved parking spots.  9) Accidents are sometimes 

avoidable, but if you’re at fault be prepared to receive a ticket.  10) Being uncooperative and belligerence or use of profanity toward a 
Police Offi cer (civilian or military) will get you one.  Now there are other things that would get you ticket aboard a Naval Base, from 
loud music to failure to stop for a school bus.  If you follow the rules of the road on base as out in town, you should be ok.

NAS Whiting Field to Participate in Security Exercise
NAS Whiting Field Public Affairs 
Office
 Naval Air Station (NAS) Whit-
ing Field, FL - NAS Whiting Field will 
parti
cipate in Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield 
’14, an anti-terrorism/force protection 
exercise that will be conducted on all 
continental United States Naval instal-
lations Feb. 18 - 28.
 These annual exercises, coordi-
nated by Commander, U.S. Fleet Forc-
es, and Commander, Navy 
Installations Command are designed 
to enhance the training and readiness 
of Navy security forces to respond to 
threats against installations and units.  
The two exercises, each with a distinct focus, stress differ-
ent areas of the Navy’s anti-terrorism and crisis management 

Military Saves

programs to enhance the training and 
readiness of Naval Security Force per-
sonnel to respond to and recover from 
real-world threats.   
 Measures have been taken to mini-
mize disruptions to normal base and sta-
tion operations, but there may be times 
when the exercises cause increased traf-
fic around the base, diversions of nor-
mal traffic patterns, and delays in base 
access.  
 Military personnel, civilian em-
ployees, retirees, family members and 
visitors should factor in additional time 
for getting through gates to conduct 
business aboard the base.  
 Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield are 

regularly scheduled exercises and are not being held in re-
sponse to any specific threat.

According to research provided by America Saves, 86% 
of individuals reported an increase in savings with a fi-
nancial plan in place whereas only 43% reported progress 
who did not implement a plan. These statistics support 
the importance of having a savings plan and maintain-
ing it. This campaign encourages individuals to set up a 
plan of automatically deducting money from each pay-
check into a savings account in order to reduce debt 
and promote wealth, as well as establishing good credit. 
 The NASWF Fleet and Family Support Center is 
teaming up with Pen Air Federal Credit Union, Morale, 
Welfare, and Recreation (MWR), the Commissary, and Ex-
change to inform those who work on NASWF of opportuni-
ties in which they can save on base.
 NAS Whiting Field Commanding Officer Capt. 
Matthew Coughlin will also show support by signing the 
Military Saves Proclamation declaring the week of Feb. 24 – 
Mar. 1 as Military Saves Week. 
One of the main events during the campaign is the Poker Run 
organized by MWR. The Poker Run consists of “running” to 

each designated location (FFSC, MWR, Commissary, Ex-
change, Pen Air) to learn about the services and opportuni-
ties that are provided. After completing the task, at each of 
the five locations, the participants will receive one playing 
card and the individual with the best hand at the completion 
of the run will win a prize.
The FFSC Financial Advisors will set up financial display 
booths around base throughout the week as well and provide 
classes covering such topics as Thrift Savings Plan, Home 
Buying Process, Budget Planning, Saving and Investing and 
Credit Management.  
 “Taking The Saver Pledge is one of the most im-
portant aspects of this week. It is my goal to not only reach 
military service members, but also their families, including 
children,” said Jackson. “I am not focusing on a specific tar-
get group; I am hoping this week provides support to every-
one. It is my hope to reach everyone and open up dialogue 
so that I may help individuals financially before their habits 
become problematic and overwhelming.”   
 For more information regarding the 2014 Military 
Saves Week Campaign visit http://www.militarysaves.org, 

- (Cont. from Page 5)

SECURITY CHECKPOINT
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Congratulations to TRAWING-5 Scholars

ENS Christopher A. Boynton, USN; ENS Cody R. Robison, USN (Commodore’s List); ENS Brett A. Kruhoeffer, USN recieved 
their Academic Achievement Award Feb. 14 in the Training Air Wing FIVE headquarters building.

From TRAWING-5

LTJG Michael D. Klakring, USCG, (Commodore’s List with Distinction); ENS Marco G. Raciti, ITN recieved their Academic 
Achievement Award Feb. 7 in the Training Air Wing FIVE headquarters building.


