
 
 
 
 

Produced by NSA Souda Bay 
Public Affairs 

 

“Courage is the most 
important of all  

virtues, because with-
out it we can't practice 
any other virtue with 

consistency. “ 
 

~ Maya Angelou 
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NSA Souda Bay’s Marathi 
NATO Pier Complex is one of 
the busiest ports in the 
Mediterranean Sea for U.S and 
NATO floating assets.  With a 
strategic location in the Eastern 
Med, we are able to carry out 
one of our missions, extending 
the war fighting capability by 
providing, operating and 
sustaining superior facilities and 
services dedicated to combat 
readiness and security of ships 
and personnel.  Souda Bay’s 
Harbor Patrol Unit (HPU) 
Security Force is the first in line 
to carry out said mission. 
 
As described by Master-at-Arms 
(MA) 3rd Class Kara 
Thompson, Chief of the Guard, 
“we are the first line of defense 
for USS and USNS high value 
asset ships while in port.”  True 
to form, Souda’s HPU Sailors 
maintain vigilance pier side and 
on the water any time we have 

ships moored at Marathi’s piers.   
 
By standing guard, the HPU 
team supports the mission by 
providing unparalleled security 
to our ships so that they may 
continue on in support of their 
mission, whether it is heading 
down range at the start of a 
deployment, coming in mid-
deployment allowing the ship’s 
crew a  liberty break or one of 
the final stops before heading 
home after being out to sea for 
six plus months.   
 
The Harbor Patrol Sailors stand 
guard 24/7, 365 days a year 
providing a “Safe and secure 
environment for U.S. and Allied 
Ships, allowing them to be fully 
mission capable” stated MASN 
Kaydan Field.   
 
The biggest misconception 
about the Harbor Patrol Unit 
seems to be “that harbor 
security doesn’t work as hard or 
have a mission” noted MASA  
Melody MCCarrell, HPU 

coxswain, “but we do!”   
 
Protecting waterborne assets 
and personnel who pull in and 
out of port is a mission that is 
carried out on a day to day basis 
by some of Souda Bay’s finest 
Sailors who work very hard 
maintaining 360 degree 
situational awareness and force 
protection measures at all times 
in the harbor area. 
 
As only a small segment of the 
overall master-at-arms rate, 
MA3 Sara MontClair is glad to 
be “working in the harbor and 
getting the chance to see a 
different side of base security.”  
Souda Bay should be proud of 
the hard work and dedication 
the Harbor Patrol Unit does on 
a daily basis maintaining 
vigilance in and around the 
Marathi NATO pier complex at 
Souda.  Continue your steadfast 
dedication to the global war on 
terror and combat readiness and 
security of transiting ships and 
personnel. 
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On any given day, at NSA Souda Bay, our team of more than 1000 professional Sailors, Airmen and Civilians are working together to 
perform our mission: To extend Joint and Fleet war fighting capability through operational support to U.S., Allied and Coalition Forces 
deployed within the EUCOM/CENTCOM/AFRICOM AOR by providing, operating and sustaining superior facilities and services dedi-
cated to combat readiness and security of ships, aircraft, detachments and personnel. The imagery on these pages provides a glimpse of 
the recent activity both on the airfield and at the nearby Marathi NATO pier facility. 

SERVING THE FLEET               

(Mar. 06, 2014)  The guided-missile destroyer USS Truxtun 
(DDG 103) departs the Marathi NATO pier facility following a 
scheduled port visit.  (photo by Paul Farley) 

(Mar. 04, 2014)  Military Sealift Command fleet replenishment 
oiler USNS John Lenthall (T-AO 189) departs Souda Bay.  
(photo by MC2 Jeffrey Richardson) 

(Mar. 10, 2014)  Military Sealift Command fleet replenishment 
oiler USNS Big Horn (T-AO-198) arrives in Souda Bay for a 
scheduled port visit.   (photo by MC2 Jeffrey Richardson) 

(Mar. 12, 2014)  The  Oliver Hazard Perry class frigate, USS 
Taylor (FFG 50) arrives in Souda for a scheduled port visit.  
(photo by MC2 Jeffrey Richardson) 

(Mar. 10, 2014)  .  Military Sealift Command USNS Robert E. 
Peary (T-AKE-5) departs Souda Bay after a port visit.  (photo 
by MC2 Jeffrey Richardson) 

(Mar. 26, 2014)  The guided-missile frigate USS Elrod (FFG 
55) departs Souda Bay following a scheduled port visit.  (photo 
by Mr. Paul Farley) 
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War Fighting First, Operate Forward, Be Ready! 
 

The Sailors, Airmen, US and Local National civilians assigned to “Team Souda” have a long history and a stellar reputation of 
providing 24/7 sustained superior support to the fleet, NATO and partner nations. 

FLIGHTLINE ACTIVITY          

(Mar. 11, 2014)  Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey transits Souda Bay. 

(Mar. 17, 2014)  U.S. Navy C-9 makes a brief stop in NSA 
Souda Bay. 

(Mar. 11, 2014)  Two C130 aircraft sit on the tarmac at  
NSA Souda Bay. 

(Mar. 11, 2014)  C-2s from Fleet Logistics Support Squadron 
(VRC) 40 sit on deck at NSA Souda Bay. 

(Mar. 27, 2014)  F18s from United States Marine Corps depart NSA Souda Bay after a brief stop on the island. 
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March brought Fleet Logistics Support Squadron (VRC) 40, the Rawhides, and their fleet of C-2 Greyhound aircraft to NSA 
Souda Bay for a short stay.  While on deck, the squadron made logistical runs to the U.S.S. George H.W. Bush (CVN 77).  

Pictured below are maintainers and aircrew of VRC-40 going through pre-flight inspections.  (photos by Peggy Bebb) 

Noteworthy Events 
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War Fighting First, Operate Forward, Be Ready! 
 

(Mar. 19, 2014)  Souda Bay’s Harbor Security department stands vigilant while protecting U.S. assets by providing water-
borne anti-terrorism measures.  Harbor Patrol is a twenty four hour/seven day a week operation.  (photos by Peggy Bebb) 

Noteworthy Events 
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(Mar. 1, 2014)  Volunteers from the 494th Fighter Squadron brought smiles to the faces of the residents of the Chania Boy’s 
Care Center by providing a bbq lunch, donating athletic equipment and playing a game of soccer. 

(Mar. 6and 20, 2014)  Sailors from NSA Souda Bay (left) and USS Taylor (right) assisted with a multi-day painting project at 
the Daily Care Center for Autistic Children. 

Noteworthy Events 

(Mar. 4-5, 2014)  USS Truxtun volunteers, escorted by Mr. Kostas Fantaousakis from Souda Bay Public Affairs Office, 
painted 3 rooms, moved some debris and did general cleaning around the Chania Senior Citizens home. 
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Noteworthy Events 
(Mar. 13, 2014)  NSA Souda Bay Sailors prepare to take the 2nd  Class Petty Officer exam. 

(Mar. 25, 2014) Souda Sailors attend Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST) and role-played a bridge jumper 
scenario where class participants took turns applying skills they had learned to successfully prevent the possible suicide. 

(Mar. 3, 2014)  Transient Marines take advantage of the base MWR facilities by playing foosball and accessing the free wi-fi 
offered at Players Club. 
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All awardees gather for a group photo along with Command leadership.  From left to right: MA3 Nicole Foy, MA1 Joseph 
Blair, BM2 Kyle Burch, MA3 Ryan George, MA1 William Franklin, AC1 Gregory Cunningham, MACS Paul Parrish, CDR 
Demetries Grimes, LCDR Alvin Montgomery, MA1 David Nolf, MA1 Arthur Penrod, MAC Jeremy Centeno, LS2 Gemeni-
ano Portillo, Mr. Michael Taras and Ms. Marina Baxevani. Congratulations to all awardees on a job well done.  

Letter of Commendation 
(LOC) 

  
BM2 Kyle Burch 

MA3 Ryan George 

Navy Commendation Medal 
(NCM) 

 
MA1 Joseph Blair 

2013 NAVSUP FLC 
Sigonella -  

Civilians of the Year 
 

Mr. Michael Taras (US) 
Ms. Marina Baxevani (LN) 

March Awards Quarters 

Navy Achievement Medal
(NAM) 

 
AC1 Gregory Cunningham 

MA1 William Franklin 
MA1 David Nolf 

MA1 Arthur Penrod 
LS2 Gemeniano Portillo 

MA3 Nicole Foy 

Souda Bay’s Executive Officer, CDR Demetries Grimes pre-
sents MA2(EXW) Martin Flores with a plaque during his 
reenlistment cceremony. 

MA2(EXW) Martin Flores recites the Oath of Enlistment 
given to him by his reenlisting officer, LT Chris White. 

MA2(EXW) Martin Flores Reenlists  (Mar. 13, 2014) 



 

9 NSA SOUDA BAY - THE BEACON 

War Fighting First, Operate Forward, Be Ready! 
 

Welcome Aboard 
Indoc class for the week of 10 March 2014 

Indoc class for the week of 24 March 2014 
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Souda Bay’s 2nd Class Association and Naval Munitions Command clean 
up St Nektarios Girls Care Center’s Summer Camp on 21 March 2014 
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Happy 72nd Birthday Seabees 
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Congratulations Navy Gateway Inns & Suites (NGIS) Souda Bay 
 for being recognized as a 2013 Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt 5 Star 

award winner.  Bravo Zulu on a job well done. 

NSA Souda Bay Commanding Officer, CAPT James Gibson 
and NGIS manager, Mr. Vinny Hall hold the 2013 Admiral 
Zumwalt 5* rating plague that Souda Bay’s NGIS staff won. 

The staff of NGIS are recognized during a Navy Lodging appre-
ciation pot luck luncheon held in the lobby of Navy Gateway.   

Navy Gateway Inns and Suites housekeeping staff gather for a 
photo during a potluck luncheon during Navy Lodging Appreci-
ation Day. 

Navy Gateway Inns and Suites employees were recognized for their hard work and dedication during Navy Lodging’s Appreciation 
Day on March 26, 2014.  The employees were treated to a pot luck luncheon and had the opportunity to win a few prizes.  Prior to 
the luncheon, NSA Souda Bay’s Commanding Officer, CAPT James Gibson congratulated the employees on achieving the Admiral 
Zumwalt 5* rating. 
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War Fighting First, Operate Forward, Be Ready! 
 

Partnership: Striding Forward Together 

MWR Happenings  

(Mar. 12, 2014)  Participants in the NMIOTC 7K run, pictured above, include military members from both the  
U.S. and Hellenic forces.   

(Mar. 04, 2014)  NSA Souda Bay’s basketball team joined in some local friendly competition with  
Kydon, a local team from the  city of Chania.  
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Day Kayak Trips (Mar. 5, Mar. 6, Mar. 15 and  24, 2014) 

MWR Happenings  

St. Patrick’s Day 5K (Mar. 18, 2014) 
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War Fighting First, Operate Forward, Be Ready! 
 

MWR Happenings  

Cereal Day 5K Fun Run (Mar. 7, 2014) 

 Rock Climbing at Monte Vardia (Mar. 22, 2014) and  
Irini Gorge Hike (Mar. 8, 2014) 
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Marathi Pier 5K  (Mar. 28, 2014) 

MWR Happenings  

Greek Night (Mar. 26, 2014) 
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