
Naval Air Sta  on Corpus Chris  , Texas August 7, 2014Vol. 20, No. 16

Titanic Cup Time!
Oh, yeah...there’s this really cool Navy Rega  a too

The 52nd Annual Navy Rega  a, Aug. 9-10, features yacht races 
and the Titanic Cup. In a memorable Titanic Cup, U.S. Coast 
Guard Sector Corpus Chris  ’s ‘Rum Runner’ easily won the race 
of homemade boats Aug. 4, 2012 – but seconds a  er crossing the 

fi nish line, its bow fi lled with water, capsizing it. A dozen boats 
entered that Titanic Cup; about half made it to the fi nish line. 
For more on this year’s event, see the Command Master Chief’s 
Column on page 2. NASCC PA photos

Islanders’ Basketball Team trains Marine Corps style

Two members of the Texas A&M Corpus Chris   men’s basketball team square off  with pugil s  cks 
during a TAMUCC-MATSG-22 teambuilding event Aug. 5.

Story & photos by Rod Hafemeister
Texas A&M University Corpus 

Christi’s men’s basketball team got 
a different kind of workout Aug. 5 – 
lugging logs and ammo cans instead 
of doing layups and free throws.

It was the culmination of a 
series of joint events with the 
Marines of MATSG-22 this summer, 
with the Islanders getting a taste of 
Marine Corps log drills and pugil 
stick training.

The workout started in the 
pre-dawn hours with some basic 
warm-up calisthenics.

Then the Islanders formed four-
man teams for the log drills, which 
involved carrying a heavy log and 
a 35 pound ammunition can around 
an almost one mile course – starting 
with 10 seconds to memorize a 
display of nine random items.

TAMUCC con  nued on page 5
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H a v e 
nothing to do this 
weekend? 

Please come 
out and see and 
support the 2014 
Titanic Cup on 
Saturday at 4 pm 
at Sunfi sh beach. 

The Titanic 
Cup has been a 
part of the annual 
Navy  Rega t t a 
since 1987 – and 
always provides 

laughs and excitement as teams attempt to 
get their homemade vessels all the way to 
the fi nish line.

It took years and millions of dollars to 
build the Titanic. 

Our engineers this weekend are only 
allowed $75to build their Awesome Sail 
Boat!!!! 

Come out and support your team. Hope 
to see you all out there.

 

Titanic Cup Rules

1.  The craft must fl oat.

2.  The boat must be powered by “wind.”

3.  Craft must be equipped for towing 
to start line.

4.  The craft must be of unconventional 
construction (NOT incorporating boats/
aircraft or parts of boats/aircraft). 

 Construction cost shall not exceed $75, 
and should be built by rational beings (as 
opposed to engineers), the crew, or other 
volunteers.

5.  The craft must be commanded by an 
offi cer or mate capable of maintaining good 
order and discipline among the crew.

6.  The craft must be capable of sailing 
50 meters downwind without sinking other 
contesting crafts, and stay afl oat at the same 
time.

7.  Entries will be judged on originality, 
most devious interpretations of the rules, 
deportment of the crew, and adherence to the 
traditional values of mariners.

8 .   Judging  wi l l  be  conducted 
by a committee of Sailors, the NASCC 
Commanding Offi cer, and/or a nominated 
offi cial.

9.  The winning military organization will 
receive a suitable trophy for displaying until 
the next Regatta, at which time this “Auld 
Mug” will be again contested.

10.  There must be at least one person per 
fl oating vessel to compete.

11.  Power-assisted vessels may not assist 
or impede the racers.

12.  If your sailing vessel SINKS - you 
will be required to retrieve it from the waters!

13.  HAVE FUN AND BE SAFE!

Faith and religion have always played an 
important role in the shaping of our Nation, 
and subsequently our military. 

The chaplaincy dates back to the founding 
of our military services and chaplains have 
served military members and their families 
in often very unique ways. 

One such way at Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi is a service called the Aviator’s 
Blessing, or Blessing of the Wings. 

During WWII many Chaplains began 
blessing the wings worn by Catholic aviators, 
and other liturgical Christians. 

This tradition continued throughout the 
years and eventually became a “Blessing of 
the Wings” Service in Chapels around the 
world. 

Eventually the service included 
other Christian traditions and became the 

“Aviator’s Blessing” at NAS Corpus Christi, 
accompanied by pinning a set of wings on a 
tapestry hanging in Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Chapel. 

The service is conducted on the morning 
of Winging Fridays, graduation day for new 
aviators having completed their advanced 
fl ight training. This graduation, or ‘Winging’, 
marks the fi rst day that these new aviators can 
wear their wings of gold on their uniforms. 

The Aviator’s Blessing is a service 
devoted to recognizing their faith and asking 
God’s blessing upon their lives and new 
career. 

New aviators present a set of wings to be 
blessed and pinned upon the tapestry hanging 
in the Chapel. 

Other military communities, such as 
Surface Warfare, Medical Aircrew, Submarine 

O f f i c e r ,  a n d 
others, have also 
participated in 
the pinning as 
evidenced by a 
variety of pins on 
our tapestry.

Throughout 
t h e  w e e k 
individuals come 
to  t he  chape l 
a n d  p r a y  f o r 
these  av ia tors 
( a n d  o t h e r s ) 
represented by the wings. 

Additionally, prayers are offered at 
Catholic Mass each Sunday at 9 am and 11 
am for those men and women represented on 
the Tapestry.

Chaplain’s Message

Editor’s Corner

Hafemeister

A President in Disgrace

Blessing of the Wings

CMC’s Column
by Command Master Chief Rick Mathis

by Rod Hafemeister

Come Enjoy the Titanic Cup

Warne

by Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Warne, Chaplain
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Wingspan  i s  an  au tho r i zed 
publication for members of the military 
services, civilian personnel and their 
families. Its contents do not necessarily 
refl ect the views of the U.S. Government, 
the Department of Defense, Department 
of the Navy or the Department of the 
Army, and do not imply endorsement 
thereof.

Wingspan is published every other 
week in digital (PDF) format and available 
online on the Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi command website: http://www.
cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrse/installations/
nas_corpus_christi.html

The editorial content is prepared, 
edited and provided by the Public Affairs 
Office of Naval Air Station, Corpus 
Christi, Texas. Stories and photos not 
otherwise attributed are written by the 
Wingspan staff.  

The address is: Commanding Offi cer, 
NAS Corpus Christi, Attn: Wingspan, 
11001 D St. Suite 143, Corpus Christi, 
Texas, 78419-5021. 

All news releases should be sent to 
the above address. 

Please call (361) 961-2674 for 
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Catholic Chapel
Daily Mass Wed-Fri: 11:30 a.m.
Sunday Mass: 9 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Sunday Service: 10:00 a.m.

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas
(7341 McArdle Rd.)
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service  mes, call 992-8550

Mathis

It was Aug. 
8, 1974, and I was 
go ing  th rough 
basic training at 
“Fort Lost-in-the-
Woods” – Fort 
Leonard Wood, 
Missouri – when 
the news broke on 
the radio.

P r e s i d e n t 
Richard Nixon had 
announced that he 
was resigning, 

effective at noon the next day.
It wasn’t a complete surprise; even 

focused on the constant demands from Drill 
Sergeants, we had picked up enough news to 
know the president was in serious hot water 
over the Watergate break-in during the 1972 
campaign.

A few weeks earlier, the Supreme Court 
had rejected administration claims that 
recordings of Nixon’s discussions with his 
staff should not be released to congressional 
investigators.

And when they were released, they 
included what became called “The Smoking 
Gun” – a recording of Nixon ordering the 
FBI to stop investigating the June 17, 1972, 
break-in of Democratic Headquarters.

The FBI had quickly connected the 

fi ve burglars to two operatives, E. Howard 
Hunt and G. Gordon Liddy, who not only 
had connections to Nixon’s Committee to 
Reelect the President (CRP – but commonly 
pronounced “creep” by Nixon opponents) 
but also were deeply involved with the White 
House Plumbers, another secret operation to 
combat security leaks and conduct covert 
activities against people on Nixon’s “enemies 
list.”

Although evidence quickly connected the 
burglars to CRP, the White House successfully 
managed the crisis and Nixon was reelected 
in November by one of the biggest landslides 
in history.

Nixon con  nued on page 9
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Commanding Offi  cer Capt. Jimmy 
A. Bradley fl anked by Cmdr. Nora 
M. Perez, most mature Medical 
Service Corps (MSC) offi  cer, Lt. 
j.g. Niesha M. Guidry, le  , newest 
to the Corps, and other MSC 
staff  celebrate their Corps’ 67th 
anniversary on the quarterdeck 
at Naval Health Clinic Corpus 
Christi Aug. 4, 2014. The MSC 
consists of over 2,900 ac  ve duty 
and reserve officers and is the 
most diverse corps within Navy 
Medicine, comprised of 31 sub-
specialties that are organized 
under three main categories 
of Healthcare Administration, 
Clinician and Scien  st.

Staff from Naval Health Clinic Corpus 
Christi (NHCCC) observed the 67th birthday 
of the Navy Medical Service Corps (MSC), 
Aug. 4. 

Commanding Offi cer Capt. Jimmy A. 
Bradley, fl anked by Cmdr. Nora M. Perez, 
most mature Medical Service Corps (MSC) 
offi cer, Lt.j.g. Niesha M. Guidry, newest to the 
Corps, and other MSC staff cut the traditional 
birthday cake during a brief ceremony on the 
quarterdeck. 

Congress enacted the MSC in 1947 where 
251 plank owners were commissioned as 
Medical Service Corps offi cers. 

The MSC  consists of more than 2,900 
active duty and reserve offi cers and is the 
most diverse corps within Navy Medicine, 
comprised of 31 sub-specialties that are 
organized under three main categories of 
Healthcare Administration, Clinician and 
Scientist. 

The MSC has been active in the military 
long before the formal establishment. Sixty-
fi ve pharmacists and chief pharmacists where 
given temporary commissions in the medical 
corps during World War I. 

Likewise, 1,429 officers were given 
temporary appointments in the hospital corps, 
and 825 healthcare specialists and scientists 
were given temporary appointments with 
naval Reserve offi cers in World War II. 

Now the MSC serves at  sea on 
deployments, humanitarian missions, clinics 
and patient facilities in other commands 
around the world. 

“Our diversity is our strength,” said Rear 
Adm. T. J. Moulton, director of the Medical 
Service Corps, in a Navy-wide letter to 
celebrate the birthday. 

“I want to thank you for all that you do 
to provide high quality health care to our 
war fi ghters, their families and those who are 
trusted to our care.” 

According to Moulton, the next focus 

for the MSC is mentoring the next generation 
of leaders. 

Moulton challenges Sailors to find a 
mentor, become a mentor or continue to 
mentor and emphasizes the leadership and 
professional fundamentals that make the MSC 
strong and prepared for any challenge that 
may lie ahead. 

NHCCC and its Naval Branch Health 
Clinics located in Kingsville and Fort Worth, 
Texas provide ambulatory care services to 
over 13,000 enrolled benefi ciaries comprised 
of military active duty, their family members, 
retirees and their family members. 

Moreover, the NHCCC San Antonio 
Detachment provides primary care services 
to Navy students at the Medical Education 
and Training Command at Fort Sam Houston, 
and case management services and medical 
board management to Navy and Marine Corps 
Wounded, Ill and Injured Warriors at San 
Antonio Military Medical Center. 

NHCCC is part of a global healthcare 
network of 63,000 Navy medical personnel 
around the world who provide high-quality 
health care to more than one million eligible 
benefi ciaries. 

Navy Medicine’s highly trained men 
and women deploy with Sailors and Marines 
worldwide, providing critical mission support 
aboard ship, in the air, under the sea and on 
the battlefi eld. 

Find out more about NHCCC at http://
www.med.navy.mil/sites/nhccc and be sure 
to like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
nhccc.

CAPTION: Commanding Offi cer Capt. 
Jimmy A. Bradley fl anked by Cmdr. Nora M. 
Perez, most mature Medical Service Corps 
(MSC) offi cer, Lt.j.g. Niesha M. Guidry, left, 
newest to the Corps, and other MSC staff 
celebrate their Corps’ 67th anniversary on the 
quarterdeck at Naval Health Clinic Corpus 
Christi Aug. 4, 2014. The MSC consists of 

Celebra  ng 67 Years of Service in Support of Na  on, Navy, Marine Corps

Story and photo by NHCCC Public Aff airs Offi  ce

over 2,900 active duty and reserve offi cers 
and is the most diverse corps within Navy 
Medicine, comprised of 31 sub-specialties 

that are organized under three main categories 
of Healthcare Administration, Clinician and 
Scientist. 
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The Operation Homefront Back-to-
School Brigade program is coming to Naval 
Air Station Corpus Christi.

The program provides free school 
supplies to military kids and is in full swing 
now with Dollar Tree stores collecting school 
supplies donated by customers as they check 
out of stores at the rate of several thousand 
items per week. 

Operation Homefront will host an event 
at the Catalina Club on board NAS Corpus 
Christi on Aug. 20 from 9 am to 3 pm, giving 
supplies military kids in preparation for the 

new school year.
This event is for service members E1-

E6, Active Duty, Reserve, National Guard, 
Wounded Warriors & Retirees of all b ranches 
of services. 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  r e q u i r e d  a t : 
h t t p s : / / d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / f o r m s /
d / 1 M n B 5 P W J h 0 v E v f u 9 - R a S W U -
j 9 y D X W _ M x Z 7 x r v d Y m P R q k /
viewform

For more information, visit www.
operationhomefront.net 

Back to School Brigade Program gets 
Military Kids ready for school

Navy optometrist Nichole A. Olson was 
promoted to commander Aug. 1 during a brief 
ceremony on the quarterdeck at Naval Health 
Clinic Corpus Christi with Capt. Jimmy A. 
Bradley, commanding offi cer, offi ciating.

“I was pleasantly surprised,” Olson said 
about receiving the news of her promotion, 
“because the Medical Service Corps is very 
competitive and I was in a group with some 
really good candidates – actually I was 
thrilled!”

Olson, from Albuquerque, N.M., served 
in the Navy enlisted ranks as an Ocean System 
Technician (analyst) until her discharge in 
1988. 

After obtaining her bachelor’s degree 
from the University of New Mexico in 1997, 

Olson attended Nova Southeastern University 
where she earned her Doctor of Optometry 
(O.D.) in 2001.

Her fi rst assignment as an optometrist 
was in the U.S. Public Health Service where 
she served for one year at Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation, an Oglala Lakota Native 
American reservation located in South 
Dakota.

Following that tour of duty, Olson 
transferred her commission to the Navy.

Before reporting to NHCCC Optometry 
Clinic in 2013, Olson served at Naval Air 
Station Oceana, Va.; Yokosuka, Japan; Naval 
Station Norfolk (formerly Sewells Point) 
Branch Medical Clinic, Va.; and Naval 
Hospital Naples, Italy. 

NHCCC Optometrist promoted to 
Commander
From NHCCC Public Aff airs Offi  ce

Navy optometrist Nichole A. Olson is all smiles as husband, Sco  , a  aches her 
new command shoulder boards during a promo  on ceremony at NHCCC Aug. 1. 

Photo by HM2 Jacob L. Welch

The Navy Exchange Service Command 
(NEXCOM) has been offering students a 
chance to help pay for college through its 
A-OK Student Reward Program since 1997. 

The A-OK Student Reward Program 
offers all qualifi ed students to participate in 
a quarterly drawing for monetary awards of 
$2,500, $1,500, $1,000 or $500 for a total of 
$5,500 per quarter. 

The next drawing will be held at the end 
of August 2014.

Any eligible full-time student that has a 
B-grade point average equivalent or better, as 
determined by their school system, may enter 
the drawing. 

Homeschooled students can also qualify 
with acknowledgement that the student 
has a “B” average or equivalent record of 
accomplishment. 

Eligible students include dependent 

children of active duty military members, 
reservists and military retirees enrolled in 1st 
through 12th grade. 

Dependent children without an individual 
Dependent Identification Card must be 
accompanied by their sponsor to submit their 
entry. 

Each student may enter only once each 
grading period and must re-enter with each 
qualifying report card.   

To enter the drawing, stop by any 
NEX with a current report card or progress 
report and have a NEX associate verify the 
eligibility. 

Then fi ll out an entry card and obtain 
an A-OK ID, which entitles the student to19 
discount coupons for NEX products and 
services.  

Along with the award, each winner will 
receive a lapel pin, certifi cate and medallion 

NEX gives back to students with its 
A-OK Student Reward Program  
From NEXCOM Public Aff airs

ribbon “In Honor of Academic Excellence.”
Since the program’s inception, NEXCOM 

has awarded more than  $640,000 to students 
with the help of its generous vendor partners. 

Every two years, NEXCOM does a 
food survey to get customers’ input on 
how food vendors are doing, what food 
outlet they would like to have on base, get 
suggestion on improvements, etc.  

NEXCOM  uses the results to make 
improvements and changes. 

The survey is open to all authorized 
patrons who eat at any of our food service 
outlets. The survey is open through 31 
Aug.

The link to the survey is:
 https://www.nexresearch.com/

nex_food  (underscore between nex _ 
food)

NEXCOM food service survey

Have fun at lunch!  
Beginning Tuesday, Aug. 5, Lighthouse 

Lanes Bowling Center is offering a lunch 
time bowling special!  Tuesday - Friday from 
11am until 2 pm.

Military in uniform bowls FREE!  
All others pay only $2 per game; shoes 

included!  
Subway, located inside Lighthouse 

Lanes, is offering a bowling lunch special 
Tuesday - Friday from 11 am until 2 pm - 
receive a 6” regular sub (choice of meatball, 
cold cut trio, ham, spicy Italian, veggie or 
BLT), chips and a 21 oz. drink for only $4.59!

Lighthouse Lanes Bowling Center
Building 1707
Hours of Operation
Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 8 pm
Sunday, Monday & Holidays  Closed

Lunch Bowling Special

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1MnB5PWJh0vEvfu9-RaSWU-j9yDXW_MxZ7xrvdYmPRqk/viewform
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Along the way, there were stops to do 
“log presses” over the head, “log crunches,” 
“log squats,” and push-ups while other team 
members hold the log up.

Then fi nishing with a “casualty” – one 
team member who was declared unable to 
move and had to be transported, along with 
the log and ammo can, to the fi nish line.

All for time, with time added for letting 
the log touch the ground at any point and for 
failing to recall the items displayed at the start.

Then selected members of each team 
received a short block of instruction on how 
to fi ght with rifl e and bayonet, in preparation 
for the pugil stick competition.

Once armored up with helmets, fl ak vests 
and other protection, Islanders faced off in a 
single elimination tournament, ultimately won 
by redshirt junior Bryce Douvier.

By 8 am, it was all over – except for 
contestants still recovering from the unusual 
workout.

“I think it’s an awesome experience and I 
think it’s really important for the development 
of our basketball team,” Islanders head coach 
Willis Wilson said, in a statement from 
TAMUCC.

 “Our guys have to get comfortable going 
places they haven’t been before. When you 
go to the NCAA tournament it’s so foreign 
compared to what you face during the regular 
season and you have to be comfortable getting 
out of your routine. 

“I think this sort of training will really 
parallel something that we will be able to draw 
upon for later in the season.”

TAMUCC con  nued from page 1
Islander men’s basketball 
team members from Texas 
A&M University Corpus 
Chris   do calisthenics to 
warm up for log drills as 
part of a team building 
exercise with the Marines 
o f  M a r i n e  Av i a t i o n 
Training Support Group 
22. The Aug. 5 event 
concluded with a pugil 
s  ck tournament.
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In support of the ongoing “Feds 
Feed Families” campaign, Fleet 
Logistics Center Jacksonville, NAS 
Corpus Christi (FLCJ NASCC) held 
a fundraiser in Bldg 10 on Thursday, 
July 24.   

Donations were collected from 
building tenants (CNATRA N6/
DDCT/CCAD Quality Directorate/
FLCJ) for a hot dog/bag of chips/
drink and a choice of several 
homemade desserts. 

The sale was organized by 
FLCJ NASCC’s Management 
Assistant, Esther Haigood and Mail 
Clerk Patty McGee.  

N A S  C o r p u s  C h r i s t i ’s 
Commanding Offi cer, Capt. Stephen 
Banta, his wife Sarah, and the 
installation chaplain Lt. Cmdr. 
Stephen Warne were among the 
attendees.  

The following week, theater 
style bags of freshly popped popcorn 
were offered for donation in support 

of the same drive.  
FLCJ NASCC’s Site Director, 

Lt. Cmdr. Bryan Boudreaux, took 
the popcorn scoop in hand and fi lled 
many of the bags.  

The total amount collected for 
this worthy event: $446! 

Bravo Zulu to all who gave 
their time to help organize these 
events, and much appreciation to 
the generous folks throughout Bldg 
10 who donated their hard-earned 
cash to help those less fortunate than 
themselves. 

Awards and Achievements
Winging — August 1
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Winging offi  cials, from le  : Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Warne, Chaplain; Lt. Col. Kevin Heartwell, Execu  ve Offi  cer, MATSG-22; Cmdr. Jason Wood, 
Commanding Offi  cer, Training Squadron 35; Capt. John Kelsey, Commodore, Training Air Wing 4; Cmdr. Ma  hew Foster, Commanding Offi  cer, 
Training Squadron 31; Rear Adm. Roy Kelley, Chief of Naval Air Training.

Wingees, in alphabe  cal order: 1st Lt. Daniel Robert-Russell Connolly, USMC; 1st Lt. Hunter Allen Kennedy, USMC; Ensign Terry David Krohe; 
Ensign Nicholas Val Mar  n; Lt. j.g. Preston Grant Nicholl; 1st Lt. Nicholas D. Possen  , USMC; 1st Lt. Nathan Benne   Roberts, USMC; Lt. j.g. 
Amanda Marie Robinson, USCG; Lt. j.g. Rebekah Ann Seifer, USCG; 1st Lt. Colton Sco   Sizemore, USMC; 1st Lt. Tessa L. Snow, USMC; Ensign 
Donovan Lee Sorenson; 1st Lt. John Andrew Winegart, USMC.

Hot Dog Lunch raises money for Feds Feed Families
Story and photo by Pete Lutz, FLCJ NASCC

Left to right: Lynda Gauntt, 
Laura Martinez and Phil Goff 
get ready to dress their dogs at 
the July 24 Fleet Logis  cs Center 
Jacksonville, NAS Corpus Chris   
fundraiser for the ‘Feds Feed 
Families’ campaign.
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NASCC Fire & Emergency Services on July 
31 hosted their annual blood drive that 
also serves as a bragging rights contest 
between local area Fire Departments 
and Law Enforcement Agencies. This 
year’s blood drive was a resounding 
success. The goal was 24 donors, and 
last years ‘old record’ of 31 was crushed 
by this year’s 35 donors. The crew in the 
blood mobile was busy the en  re  me, 
and probably could not have processed 
any more than they did. Great turnout 
by NASCC and tenant commands!

Blood Drive a ‘record smashing’ success

Photos from NASCC F&ES

Marines become blood donors 34 & 35
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FORT LEE, Va. (July 31, 2014) – Back 
by popular demand are the commissaries’case 
lot sales. 

This time they have a new name, 
Commissary Customer Appreciation sales, 
but offer the same great savings of 50 percent 
or more on club pack and full case items.

Each stateside commissary, Alaska and 
Hawaii included, and Puerto Rico, will have a 
two- or three-day case lot sale event between 
Aug. 14 and Sept. 30. 

Customers can go to the Commissary 
Customer Appreciation page at http://
www.commissaries.com/stores/html/store.
cfm?dodaac=N&page=case_lot_dates to fi nd 
out when their store is having the sale.

Customers can also fi nd sale information 
on their store’s Web page: Just log on to the 
DeCA website, click the “Locations” link, 
access the “Alphabetical Listing” link from 
the dropdown menu and click on your store. 
Overseas stores may hold substitute events 
such as sidewalk sales.

“It’s been nearly two years since our 
last case lot sale, and we are really excited to 
bring these back since they are so popular with 
customers,” said Randy Chandler, the Defense 
Commissary Agency’s director of sales. 

“These events can help families stock up 
for back to school, and they’re also a great 
way to get your everyday bulk items at great 
prices.”

Customers have a variety of products to 
choose from. 

The list includes:
Back-to-school items for all ages, such 

as trail mix, nuts, fruit bars, 100 percent 
juice, peanut butter, sports drinks and kids 
complete meals 

Pet supplies to include bagged and 
canned food, treats, and cat litter 

Pasta sauces, rice and condiments 
Cookies, brownies and pudding 
Canned tuna and chili 
Paper products and cleaning supplies 

such as bathroom tissue, fabric sheets and 
laundry detergent. 

Health and beauty care including diapers, 
wipes, shampoo and conditioner.

Stateside case lot 
sales return

From DeCA Public Aff airs

T h e  N A S C C 
Commissary  Customer 
Appreciation Sale is  
August 29, 30 and 31.

The sale will run 
Friday 10 am – 7 pm; 
Saturday 9 am – 5 pm 
and Sunday 10 am – 6 
pm. 
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Cmdr. Reinaldo Morillo, right, Naval Opera  onal Support Center Corpus Chris   
commanding offi  cer, gives the Oath of Reenlistment to MAC Roger Reyes on July 19.

Photo by MC1 Ruben Perez

But by early 1973, it was starting to 
unravel.

In February, the Senate voted to establish 
a select committee to investigate Watergate.

Although most of the major media had 
not dug deeper into the story, Washington Post 
reporters Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein 
started a series of articles, with some of the 
information coming from a high ranking 
insider they dubbed “Deep Throat.”

The mantra became, “Follow the money.”
One of the convicted burglars claimed 

there was perjury in their trial and that they 
were pressured to keep silent – which stirred 
the media pot even more.

Nixon claimed the media’s “liberal bias” 
was blowing the event out of proportion.

But soon a number of his closest aides 
were under investigation, including his 
personal counsel, and Nixon had to accept 
their resignations. 

Nixon was forced to appoint a new 
Attorney General, Elliot Richardson, with 
authority to appoint an independent special 
counsel to investigate the alleged cover-up.

Archibald Cox, the special counsel, took 
his job seriously – to Nixon’s dismay.

The Senate Committee hearings were 
televised live from May into August, 1973.

One of the key moments happened on 
July 16, 1973, when chief minority counsel 
Fred Thompson (the sometimes actor, 
sometimes politician) asked a White House 
assistant if there were any recording devices 
in the White House.

Alexander Butterfield reluctantly 

answered that there was a new system in the 
White House that automatically recorded 
everything in the Oval Offi ce, the Cabinet 
Room and others, as well as Nixon's private 
offi ce in the Old Executive Offi ce Building.

Cox immediately subpoenaed the tapes, 
as did the Senate; Nixon refused to turn them 
over, citing “executive privilege.”

Cox refused Nixon’s order to give up 
the subpoena and, on Oct. 20, 1973, Nixon 
demanded the resignations of attorney 
general Richardson and his deputy, William 
Ruckelshaus, for refusing to fi re the special 
prosecutor. Cox ultimately was fi red by then-
Solicitor General Robert Bork in what quickly 
was called “The Saturday Night Massacre.”

A new special prosecutor, Leon Jaworski, 
was named – and was no more compliant 
than Cox.

In March 1974, seven of Nixon’s aides 
were indicted by a grand jury – which also 
secretly named Nixon an “unindicted co-
conspirator” only after Jaworski convinced 
them that a sitting president could not be 
indicted.

Several other aides had already pleaded 
guilty, including former presidential counsel 
John Dean, who had given damning testimony 
to the Senate committee.

After much internal discussion, on April 
29, 1974, Nixon announced the white House 
would release “relevant” recordings, redacted 
for national security issues.

Even edited, the tapes were damning, 
revealing a profane, venal and vindictive 
president.

Many Republican leaders and other 
former supporters began denouncing Nixon, 
including strong criticism from Vice-President 
Gerald Ford.

On July 24, the Supreme Court declared 
the claim of executive privilege void and 
ordered all the tapes be turned over to the 
special prosecutor.

Only July 27, the House Judiciary 
Committee voted to recommend impeachment 
of the president for obstruction of justice. 
That was followed with charges of abuse of 
power on July 29 and contempt of Congress 
on July 30.

On July 30, Nixon complied with the 
Supreme Court order and released the tapes 
to the special prosecutor – and the public.

On August 5, the White House released 
another tape – the Smoking Gun – a June 23, 
1972 recording of Nixon and chief of staff 
H.R. Haldeman devising a plan to have the 
CIA stop the FBI’s investigation in its tracks 
by claiming it was a national security matter.

The 10 congressmen on the House 
Judiciary Committee who had voted against 
impeachment now announced they would 
vote for it.

On Aug. 7, Sen. Barry Goldwater, Sen. 
Hugh Scott and Rep. John Jacob Rhodes met 
with Nixon and told him that not only would 
the House vote to impeach him, but the Senate 
would overwhelmingly vote to convict.

The next evening, Nixon announced he 
was resigning.

In less than two years, Nixon had gone 
from the chants of “Four More Years” on 

election night in 1972 to leaving offi ce in 
disgrace.

Ford, who became president, in September 
1974 issued a “full and unconditional 
pardon” to Nixon that precluded any criminal 
prosecution.

But overall, 48 government officials 
were convicted of various crimes related to 
Watergate. 

And Watergate overshadowed any 
positive legacies of Nixon’s presidency, 
including his elimination of the draft, winding 
down of the Vietnam War, opening relations 
with China, etc.

Watergate led to a number of changes 
in government, including restrictions on 
campaign financing, strengthening of the 
Freedom of Information Act, and fi nancial 
disclosure requirements for government 
offi cials.

Today, scandals of all kinds get the 
“-gate” suffi x, whether appropriate or not.

And despite a short period of bipartisan 
agreement that a president needed to be 
removed from offi ce, politics has become 
much more divisive and factionalized.

Historians still debate the “why” – Why 
was the burglary committed in the fi rst place? 

Those involved in the burglary and 
cover-up have given many confl icting stories; 
it’s unlikely, 40 years later, we’ll ever have a 
defi nitive answer.

But the overarching lesson, seen 
repeatedly in scandals since then, is that the 
cover-up almost always is worse than the 
original offense.

Nixon con  nued from page 2

MAC Reyes reenlists in the Reserve
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The Navy-Marine Corps Relief Society 
at NAS Corpus Christi is happy to announce 
they will be celebrating National Thrift Shop 
Week at the Thrift Shop on base.  

August 18, 19, and 21, the NASCC 
Thrift Shop will have $2 bag sales each day 
to celebrate Thrift Shop Week.  

The Thrift Shop is a great place to get 
just about anything you need for your home. 

They have everything from books and 
movies, kitchen tools, clothes for every 
member of your family, and even uniforms 
for service members.  

And the best part is their inventory 
changes daily, so you’ll fi nd something new 
you need each time you go. 

Donations are also accepted daily at the 

base Thrift Shop.  
Furniture and larger household items are 

accepted during normal operating hours.  
Smaller items can also be dropped off 

after hours at the convenient drop- box, which 
is located near the parking lot and front door 
of the Thrift Shop.  

The Thrift Shop is located at on East 
Street in building 1738, behind the Auto 
Shop and is open Mondays, Tuesdays, and 
Thursdays from 9:30 am – 1:30 pm.  

For more information you can call the 
Thrift Shop at (361) 961-3375 or visit https://
www.facebook.com/nmcrscc.  

The NMCRS and Thrift Shop Volunteers 
look forward to celebrating National Thrift 
Shop Week with you. 

(top) One of the several rooms of inexpensive items at the NMCRS Thri   Shop. 
(bo  om) An NMCRS worker collects items le   in the outdoor drop-box at the 
Thri   Shop.

Celebrate Na  onal Thri   Shop Week 
with NMCRS - August 18, 19 & 20

Photos by Rod Hafemeister

What is the Survivor Benefi ts Plan?
by Lt. Ryan P. Kilpatrick, JAGC, RLSO SE BROFF Kings Bay, Legal Assistance A  orney

The Survivor Benefi t Plan (SBP) pays 
a portion of your active duty or retirement 
income to your surviving spouse, former 
spouse or dependent child in the event that 
they outlive you. 

Colloquially, this is often referred to as a 
“widow’s pension.” 

For many retirees whose retirement 
income consists of their military retirement 
and social security, not electing SBP coverage 
can impoverish your spouse if he or she 
outlives you, as he or she only has social 
security to live off. 

If you die on active duty, your spouse will 
collect SBP automatically. 

If you wish to retain this benefi t into 
retirement, however, you must enroll at the 
time of retirement and pay monthly premiums. 

How much will SBP cost?
The cost of SBP depends on the level of 

coverage you choose. 
If you elect full coverage, the cost of SBP 

coverage will be based on 6.5 percent of your 
full gross pay. 

For example, if you receive $1,000 of 
retired pay each month, and elect full SBP 
coverage, your monthly cost to cover your 
spouse under the plan will be $65 each month. 

You can also elect a lower level of SBP 
coverage. 

For example, if you receive $1,000 of 
retired pay each month, you can elect to have 
your coverage based only on $700 of your pay. 

In this case, we would calculate 6.5 
percent of $700, and the monthly cost to cover 
a spouse under SBP would be $45.50. 

There is, however, a minimum level of 
coverage required and that the amount is 
unique to each retiree.

What are the advantages of SBP?
You will leave a guaranteed income to 

your benefi ciary. 
Eligible benefi ciaries under the plan will 

receive 55 percent of the retiree’s elected 
amount of coverage.

SBP benefi ts are infl ation indexed, and 
coverage and cost are not affected by illness 
or age. 

Unlike many private life insurance 
policies, SBP coverage will not be cancelled 
or revoked due to any illness you may have 
or your age. 

Whether you retire at age 45 or 80, you 
or your spouse’s age or health will never be 
considered a liability and never impact the 
cost of the program. 

In addition, the receipt of survivor 
benefi ts will not be affected by Social Security 
benefi ts. 

Finally, the SBP annuity is protected 
against infl ation, increasing each December 
with a Cost of Living Adjustment based on 
the Consumer Price Index. 

You can pay for SBP benefi ts with a 
pre-tax payroll deduction. 

For nearly all retirees, Survivor Benefi t 
Plan premiums are automatically deducted 
from your gross pay prior to the deduction of 
federal income tax. 

This decreases your total taxable income, 

and thus your overall tax liability.
What are the disadvantages of SBP?
A monthly deduction is taken from 

your retirement income to pay for your SBP 
coverage. 

This can be as much as, but no more than, 
6.5 percent of your gross retired pay. 

You might consider the relationship 
between the cost of the program and its 
benefi ts. 

To earn an even return on your investment, 
your beneficiary typically must receive 
payment for seven months for every fi ve years 
you pay SBP premiums.

Once you enroll, changing your election 
is diffi cult. 

Although it may seem unnecessary 
to consider providing for your loved ones 
until later on in life, please be aware that the 
decisions you make at retirement regarding 
your SBP can be diffi cult to change. 

For example, if, at retirement, you have 
an eligible spouse or children and decide not 
to have them covered under the plan, it will 
be very diffi cult to have your current or any 
future spouse or children covered under the 
plan in the future.

If you fail to elect SBP at the time of 
retirement, you may not be able to elect it 
in the future. 

One of the only exceptions to this rule 
is if you were not married at the time of 
retirement and you get married later and wish 
to elect SBP for your spouse. 

Enrolling in the SBP may be one 
component of your overall estate plan. 

When making decisions about your 
estate you may choose to consult with an 
accountant, a fi nancial advisor or an attorney 
for additional assistance.

For more information on SBP: http://
www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/provide/
sbp.html.

If you need further assistance, you 
can meet with an attorney at Region Legal 
Service Offi ce Southeast. 

Please visit us at http://www.jag.
navy.mil/legal_services/rlso/rlso_
southeast.htm for more information or to 
fi nd out the location of the legal assistance 
offi ce closest to you.


