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What is the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service?
After a long struggle, legislation was signed in 1983 creating a
federal holiday marking the birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. In 1994, Congress designated the Martin Luther King Jr.
Federal Holiday as a national day of service and charged the
Corporation for National and Community Service with leading
this effort. Taking place each year on the third Monday in January,
the MLK Day of Service is the only federal holiday observed as a
national day of service – a "day on, not a day off." The MLK Day of
Service is a part of United We Service, the President's national call
to service initiative. It calls for Americans from all walks of life to
work together to provide solutions to our most pressing national
problems. The MLK Day of Service empowers individuals,
strengthens communities, bridges barriers, creates solutions to
social problems, and moves us closer to Dr. King's vision of a
"Beloved Community."

Why Serve on MLK Day of Service?
Dr. King recognized the power of service. He famously said, “Everyone can be
great because everybody can serve.” Observing the Martin Luther King, Jr. federal
holiday through service is a way to begin each year with a commitment to making
your community a better place. Your service honors Dr. King’s life and teachings
and helps meet national challenges. The MLK Day of Service is a way to transform
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life and teachings into community action that
helps solve social problems. That service may meet a tangible need, or it may meet
a need of the spirit. On this day, Americans of every age and background celebrate
Dr. King through service projects that strengthen communities, empower
individuals, bridge barriers, and create solutions.
Schools, offices and federal agencies are closed for the holiday. On Monday there
are quiet memorial services as well as elaborate ceremonies in honor of Dr. King.
On the preceding Sunday, ministers of all religions give special sermons
reminding everyone of Dr. King's lifelong work for peace. All weekend, popular
radio stations play songs and speeches that tell the history of the Civil Rights
Movement. Television channels broadcast special programs with filmed highlights
of Dr. King's life and times.
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