[image: image1.jpg]



NBSD VEHICLE DECAL ELIMINATION QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q1.) Why is the Navy eliminating the requirement for vehicle decals?
A1.) Since Sept. 11, 2001, 100 percent I.D. card checks have been implemented at all DoD bases.  Authorization to access any DoD base is based on verification of a valid credential or I.D. card.  Vehicle decals were used to ensure vehicles on Navy bases complied with state requirements for vehicle registration and insurance.  State programs have become more uniform and efficient, eliminating one of the main reasons for vehicle decals.  
Other issues prompting the change in policy include:  Expense in administering the program, decals being moved from vehicle to vehicle, counterfeit concerns and cars sold to non-DON personnel with current decal still attached.  All pose additional security risks to Navy bases.   
Q2.)  Will this elimination change the requirement for proper licensing and registration for personnel entering the base?
A2.) Persons using privately owned vehicles on Navy bases will still be required to meet California and local requirements to include valid insurance, vehicle safety inspections, smog checks, registration and, as applicable, proof of motorcycle safety training.

Q3.) How will this affect contractors coming on the base?

A3.) Contractors are managed separately.  Contractors either receive a temporary pass for a one trip visit or they register under the Navy Commercial Access Control System (NCACS).  NCACS issues an annual valid credential for access to Navy bases for official business after background checks and periodic reviews have been conducted.   
Q4.) Will this affect visiting procedures? 

A4.) No. Visitors will continue to use the normal visitor procedures established at NBSD. 
Q5.) I am renting a vehicle.  How does this affect me?

A5.) Rental vehicles are considered privately owned vehicles.  The vehicle rental contract will suffice as proper licensing, registration and proof of insurance for base access.
Q6.) What should drivers do with the decals currently on their cars?

A6.) For visitors to bases requiring decals, the current decal may be left on the vehicle until the expiration date.  Otherwise, it is recommended that the decal be removed.   

Q7.) How will I be able to enter military bases that require decals if I don't have a vehicle decal? 

A7.) This depends on the requirements of that particular service and/or base. You may be required to obtain a visitor's pass. Local San Diego Marine Corps bases (MCRD, Miramar and Pendleton) and Coast Guard bases only require Navy, Army or Air Force active and reserve duty, their dependents, retirees and civilians to have a valid identification card to enter (vehicle decals are NOT required). 

Q8.) How will the elimination of decals affect security on Navy bases?

A8.) In addition to our policy of conducting random Anti-terrorism checks, we will conduct command authorized administrative checks, similar to the way security departments conduct Driving-Under-the-Influence checks.  These administrative checks will verify identification, vehicle licensing, smog certification and other required documentation.  We will also continue to rely on the assistance of the military community to report suspicious or abandoned cars. 
Q9.)  Will NBSD retain the specific billet stickers (i.e. CO/XO/O-6, etc.)?  

A9.)  Yes, those stickers will be retained for issue.

Q10.) Without the vehicle decal, how will security identify individuals who are eligible to park in reserved parking spaces (CO, CMC, O-6, Flag Officer, etc.)?

A10.) Parking will be managed iaw the NBSD parking instruction.  Commands that are assigned parking areas will be responsible for managing their own internal parking plan (i.e. issuing command parking stickers, etc.). “FA” stickers have been issued for NBSD afloat commands.  

Q11.) Will commissioned officers still be saluted? 
A11.) Yes. After checking the identification card, the active duty Sailor gate sentry will render the proper salute, assuming traffic conditions and force protection conditions permit.  As done currently, Navy Civilian Police and Guards will render appropriate respect and deference.

Q12.)  How will Clean Air Act Requirements for privately owned vehicles be verified?

A12.)  Compliance with Clean Air Act requirements for privately owned vehicles not registered in California will be verified when registered at NBSD Pass and Decal in the Consolidated Law Enforcement Operations Center (CLEOC).  Additionally Clean Air Act requirements will be verified by periodic administrative checks utilizing the Selective Traffic Enforcement and Random Antiterrorism Programs (STEP and RAM). Vehicles registered in California comply with the act and no further action is required.
Q13.) My vehicle is not registered in California. How does this affect me?

A13.) Military personnel permanently assigned to NBSD for 60 or more calendar days per year, who operate a motor vehicle registered in a state other than California, will be required to register their vehicles every two years at the NBSD Pass and Decal office.  In order to register your vehicle, you will need to present a valid identification card, vehicle registration, proof of insurance, driver’s license and documentation demonstrating compliance with California emission requirements (smog certificate).  All personnel must carry all documents listed above in the vehicle at all times and present such documentation upon demand during random traffic enforcement stops.
 

Q14.) I am only TAD to NBSD and drive a vehicle that is not registered in California.  Do I need to register my vehicle at NBSD Pass and Decal?
A14.) Only military personnel permanently assigned to NBSD for 60 or more calendar days per year who operate a motor vehicle registered in a state other than California are required to register their vehicles at NBSD Pass and Decal.
Q15.) How will you enforce proper licensing and registration of vehicles and motorcycles driven on base?

A15.) Motorcycle operator safety requirements, barment control and enforcement of state licensing, registration, insurance and safety requirements will be enforced through random vehicle inspections and routine traffic stops.  Failure to adhere to all requirements will result in denial of base access and could result in disciplinary action.
Q16.) My car is registered in California.  Do I need to register my vehicle at Pass and Decal?

A16.) No.  However, you must carry in your vehicle at all times a valid identification card, vehicle registration, proof of insurance and driver’s license.

Q17.) I’m retired and am visiting from out of state.  Do I need to register at Pass and Decal to drive on base?

A17.) No.  These requirements are only for active duty members.

Q18.) I drive a car not registered in my name and work on base.  How does this affect me?
A18.)  The requirements have not changed.  You are required to have in your possession a notarized letter authorizing you permission to drive the car in addition to a valid identification card, vehicle registration, proof of insurance, driver’s license and smog certificate (as required).
Q19.) Is NBSD still going to issue decals after July 1st?

A19.) No.
Q20.)  I drive a car not registered in California and currently have decals.  Do I need to register my car at NBSD Pass and Decal on July 1st?

A20.)  If you have decals, you are currently in CLEOC.  However, to comply with the new requirements, you will have to re-register every two years at NBSD Pass and Decal to verify smog compliance.

Q21.)What happens if I get caught without proper documentation?

A21.)  You will be issued an Armed Forces Traffic ticket (DD Form 1408) and acquire points on your record.  If you accumulate 12 points, you will be barred from Naval Base San Diego.

Q22.) Will I get towed under this new policy if I don’t comply?

A22.) A vehicle will be towed immediately if the driver has previously been issued an Armed Forces Traffic ticket (DD Form 1408) for failing to register their out of state vehicle and has not reported to Traffic Court in the allotted time.  Additionally, if the driver is unable to produce all of the required documentation to register a vehicle during a traffic stop, the vehicle will be towed as well.

Q23.) How can I as a leader in my command help my personnel with the new policy?

A23.) Units/commands can ensure their personnel with out of state vehicles are in compliance by adding a line item to their command check-in sheet and ensuring the sheet is stamped and dated by Pass and Decal. 
