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VT-6 to start training students on T-6Bs

- (Cont. on Page 5)

By Lt. j.g. Megan Dooner, NAS Whiting Field Public Af-
fairs.	
	 For Training Squadron SIX at Naval Air Station 
Whiting Field, the sun is beginning to set on the era of the 
venerable T-34 Turbo Mentor aircraft.  Instructors and stu-
dents have steadily been adjusting to the idea of training 
in the new T-6B Texan aircraft and the final class of T-34 
students recently began training.
	 However, VT-6’s transition has been in progress for 
about nine months.
	 The commanding officer of VT-6, Cmdr. Sean 
Maybee, began sending instructor pilots (IPs) to the T-6B 
FITU (fixed-wing instructor training unit) in the summer of 
2010, including the current executive officer, Lt. Col. Dan-
ny Verda, USMC.  Instructor pilots have been transition-
ing from the T-34 at a rate of a few per month ever since.  
Nineteen of the VT-6 IPs have completed this transition and 

Cmdr. Sean Maybee, commanding officer Training Squadron SIX pre-
pares to cut the ribbon signifying the unit’s readiness to begin transi-
tioning students from the T-34 Turbo Mentor aircraft to the new T-6B 
Texan.  U.S. Navy photo by Jay Cope.

Special from Master Chief Petty Offi-
cer of the Navy (SS/SW) Rick D. West
WASHINGTON (NNS) -- Master Chief 
Petty Officer of the Navy (MCPON)(SS/
SW) Rick D. West released the following 
Chief Petty Officer birthday message to 
the Fleet March 28.
	 “My fellow chief petty officers,
	 On April 1st, our entire Mess will 
pause to celebrate 118 years of the Unit-
ed States Navy Chief Petty Officer, and 
we’re not just celebrating another year of 
chiefs serving the Navy, we’re celebrating 
everything it means to wear the fouled an-
chors we all cherish. 
	 Those anchors are the symbol of 
a culture and a way of life, representing 
character, loyalty, a strong commitment to leadership, our 
core values, and Navy ethos. Our anchors carry with them 

a responsibility to live up to the tradition 
of selfless service, while remembering 
our proud heritage that we’ve spent 118 
years building as we look toward our fu-
ture. 
	 Thank you Chiefs! Through your 
leadership of our Sailors, you continue 
to keep our heritage alive and our Navy 
strong — and as you know our Navy is the 
best it has ever been. Continue to make a 
positive impact on your command, your 
Sailors, yourself and our Mess. 
	 Remember those who have gone 
before us and those who have paid the ul-
timate sacrifice in service to our great na-
tion. 
	 Happy birthday Shipmates! I truly 

appreciate your leadership and the hard work you do ev-
ery day.  Anchor Up and Hooyah Navy Chiefs!” 

MCPON Wishes CPOs a Happy 118th Birthday

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy
Rick D. West
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This Week in Naval History
March 29
1954 - Carrier aircraft began reconnaissance near 
Dien Bien Phu, Indochina.
1960 - The first fully-integrated fleet ballistic missile 
is launched from USS Observation Island (AGM 
23).
1973 - Naval Advisory Group and Naval Forces, 
Vietnam, disestablished, and the last U.S. prisoners 
of war leave Vietnam. 

March 30
1944 - Torpedo squadrons from carriers are used for 
the first time to drop aerial mines - Palau Harbor in 
the South Pacific.
1972 - The Easter Offensive began in Vietnam.
1942 - The Pacific theater is divided into two zones 
to clarify command relations. Adm. Chester W. 
Nimitz commands the Pacific Ocean Area and Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur is over the Southwest Pacific 
Area.

March 31
1854 - Commodore Matthew Perry negotiates the 
Treaty of Kanagawa, opening trade between the 
United States and Japan.
1971 - The Poseidon (C-3) missile becomes opera-
tional when USS James Madison (SSBN 627) be-
gins her third patrol, carrying 16 tactical Poseidon 
missiles.
1992 - USS Missouri (BB 63), the last active Ameri-
can battleship, is decommissioned.

Officers have chance to study foreign language abroad 
	 - Scholarship supports SECDEF desire to increase language skills and cultural knowledge

	 Naval officers desiring to learn a foreign language 
and study abroad have a unique opportunity with the an-
nouncement of the 2012 Olmstead Scholarship.
	 The program offers two years of graduate study 
using a foreign language while providing overseas cultur-
al and travel opportunities.  The opportunity often leads to 
a graduate degree at a foreign university. Language train-
ing for scholarship recipients begins summer/fall 2012.  
Study at a foreign university starts in 2013, and the pro-
gram completes in 2015. 
	 The Navy may nominate up to 15 candidates from 
which as many as ten may be selected. October 2011 to 
select up to 15 nominees from which the olmsted founda-
tion selection board may select up to ten navy scholars at 
its February or March 2012 meeting. Application pack-
ages are due no later than Sept. 2. DLAB/GRE scores and 
official college transcripts may be submitted by separate 

correspondence no later than Sept. 30. 
	 This is a unique opportunity to support the Sec-
retary of Defense emphasis on developing language 
skills and regional cultural knowledge across the force.  
According to NAVADMIN 098/11, the Navy is looking 
for young leaders who display the qualities of dedicated 
career officers who aspire to command as line officers. 
While a minimum grade point average is not specified, all 
applicants must have demonstrated scholastic ability in 
their undergraduate transcript. Factors such as academic 
major, participation in varsity sports, steady scholastic 
improvement, etc., are also taken into consideration. 
	 Applicants must also have a strong desire to learn 
a foreign language, live, study, and travel abroad. Final-
ists will be interviewed by the Olmsted foundation. 
	 The program is limited to active duty line or full-
	 - (Cont. on Page 7)



News and Notes
Artists Needed for Arts Festival (Date Change) - The 
Santa Rosa Arts and Culture Foundation (SRACF), is calling for 
all artists, entertainers, performers, historic and ethnic cultural 
groups, vendors and volunteers for the 23rd Riverwalk Arts Fes-
tival. The Festival will take place April 8, 9 and 10 in downtown 
Milton. Call 850-393-0121 for more information. 
Navarre Fun Fest - The Navarre Area Chamber of Com-
merce will present their 27th Annual Fun Fest Friday, April 29, 
and Saturday, April 30, at Navarre Beach.  The family two-day 
event is sponsored in part by Santa Rosa Medical Center.  Applica-
tion forms for: Artists & Crafters, Food Vendors and Sponsors are 
located on the Navarre Chamber website at: www.navarrecham-
ber.com.  The event is seeking painters, potters, stain glass artists, 
beach arts and all types of crafts welcomed.  Spaces are avail-
able for $100.00 per 10 x 10 space.  Any artist or crafter seeking 
information may contact Connie Jones at: 939-7964, For general 
information about Fun Fest, call: 939-3267.
CPO Golf Tournament - Join the NAS Whiting Field Chief 
Petty Officers for “The Goat Rope” the Inaugural Chiefs Birthday 
Golf Tournament presented by the NAS Whiting Field CPOA.  The 
scramble tournament will be held Apr. 1, at 8 a.m. with a shotgun 
start at 9 a.m.  Cost is $35 per person, and prizes will be held for 
top 3 teams, closest to the pin, longest and “shortest” drive.Contact 
ACC Carl Proffen at 623-7045 or via email at carl.proffen@navy.
mil for reservations. 
Plant Sale - The University of Florida 14th Annual Emerald 
Coast Flower and Garden Festival will be held at the Pensaco-
la State College Milton Campus Friday, April 8 through Sunday 
April 10.  The event is sponsored by the University of Florida Mil-
ton Campus Student Club.  Plant sale proceeds are donated to the 
UF-Milton scholarship fund.  Contact Robin Vickers, the plant sale 
coordinator at (850) 983-5216 ext. 113 or via email at rvickers@
ufl.edu for more information about the plant sale.  Also, for more 
information about UF Milton Campus see www.miltongators.com.
Army of Hope Summer Camp - The Florida Elks Youth 
Camp is providing a six day sleep away camp FREE to the de-
pendents of active military because they care.  The camp will run 
from July 31 to Aug. 6 and is available to all dependents of active 
military ages 9 to 16.  The program provides a recreational camp 
where children can just be a kid for a week.  Contact 800-523-1673 
extension 249 for an application.
Luxury Cruise – The Panhandle Community Theatre will 
present the Comedy, Luxury Cruise April 7-10, and 14-17 at the 
Storage Masters Retail Plaza on Woodbine Road in Pace. “Luxu-

ry Cruise” is a rollicking comedy set aboard an ocean liner with 
three acts, each in a different suite. It is a story about three pairs 
of passengers who embark upon a cruise around the world. The 
entire audience will have the opportunity to win a dolphin harbor 
cruise for two via a raffle sponsored by Chase-N-Fins of Pensacola 
Beach. Performances begin at 7:30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays 
with Sunday matinees at 2:30 p.m.  Tickets are $12, and there is 
limited seating available.  Please call 221-7599 to make reserva-
tions or email panhandlecommunitytheatre@yahoo.com.
Outdoor Adventures - MWR’s new Outdoor Adventure Pro-
gram (OAP) will hold its grand opening Apr. 4 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m.  Look for food, door prizes, demos, and some great deals on 
rental equipment and upcoming trips. The newly launched facility 
is NOW open for business from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday and until 6 p.m. Fridays. The OAP is located in Bldg 
2958 Room 8157/8158.  Please call 623-7670. 
Disney on Ice - ITT has received Disney on Ice tickets. Open-
ing night, April 19th tickets are $15.00 and April 20th tickets are 
$21.00. Shows start at 7:00 PM.  Please contact ITT at 623-7032 
or 665-6250 if you have any questions. 
Milton Community Center New Offerings - Martial 
Arts and Zumba classes are now being offered at the Milton Com-
munity Center, 5629 Byrom St.  Martial Arts classes begin on 
April 4 and will be held every Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Children’s classes start at 6 p.m. and adult classes begin at 7 p.m. 
The start-up fee is $59, which includes a uniform, and the monthly 
fee is $80. Discounts are offered for additional family members. 
Martial Arts classes will be taught by Grandmaster Gary Nichols 
(Chen Jia Li)  seventh degree Black Belt and Master Level Black 
Sash.  Zumba classes begin on April 5 and will be held every Tues-
day and Thursday from 6 to 7 p.m. The classes will be taught by 
Brandee Walker and cost $5 each.  For more information, contact 
Linsey Williamson at (850) 983-5466 ext 4208 or go online to: 
www.miltonparks.webs.com.
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Celebrating a Milestone
Navy Exchange manager, Linda Larrabee, and Shannon Hartley, 
store manager, put up new signage celebrating the 65th anniversary 
of the NEX.  Around the globe, stores are recognizing the milestone 
with various events.  The celebration officially kicks-off April 1 and 
stores, including Naval Air Station Whiting Field, will hold a cake 
cutting ceremony to begin the year-long festivities.  Anniversary 
sales started with the March 30 flyer and will continue through 
April 3.  Also, look for customer appreciation promotions and a 
large anniversary sweepstakes.  NAS Whiting Field’s cake cutting 
will be held Friday at 11 a.m.  U.S. Navy photo by Jay Cope.

Santa Rosa County Fair - The 20th annual Santa Rosa 
County Fair opens Tuesday April 5 at the Santa Rosa County 
East Recreational Complex for a week of fun, festivities, and 
of course, food.  This year’s event will feature midway rides, 
monster truck rides, livestock exhibits, mechanical bull rides, 
entertainment and lots of vendors.
   Parking is free, but daily admission and ride bands vary by day.    
The fair opens at 5 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and at noon Sat-
urday and Sunday.  The event closes at 10 p.m. Tuesday through 
Thursday, at midnight on Friday and Saturday and at 6 p.m. on 
Sunday.  Call 623-1115 or go to www.srcfair.com for details.
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April 1, 0900 - CPOA Golf Tournament - Golf Course
April 8, 1300 - Winging Ceremony - Auditorium
April 10-16 - National Volunteer Week

April 21, 1300 - Winging Ceremony - Auditorium
April 22, 1230 - DADT Repeal Training NASWF - Auditorium
April 25, 0700 - Start of HURREX 2011

Upcoming Events

Fleet and Family Support Center classes
Home Buying Class - Thursday, March 31, 1 to 3 p.m.
Are you in the market for a new home?  We can help!  From finding the best agent, to negotiating price, types of mortgage loans, and 
how to get the best interest rates, we can help!  Find out how to buy a home and maintain your lifestyle.  For more information call FFSC 
at 623-7177.
Grief and Loss Support Group - April 5, 2 to 3 p.m.
We experience grief and loss for a variety of reasons; death or sickness of a loved one, ending of a relationship, losing a job, 
experiencing trauma.  Our reactions can vary, (e.g., anger, sadness, anxiety, etc).  Come gather for support and learn strate-
gies for coping.  Call 623-7177 for details.
Raising a Financially Fit Kid - Thursday, April 7, 1 to 3 p.m.
Every parent desires to raise children who are healthy, happy and capable of managing life as an adult in an increasingly complex world. 
This complex world includes the world of money. How do our kids learn to manage money? At school? By watching TV? From their 
friends?... By their own mistakes? From watching their parents manage their money?
VA Representative - Friday April 8 & 22 (Call for Appointment), 8 a.m. to Noon - 623-7177.

DoD seeks information on 
helicopter pilot injuries
	 If you are or were a U.S. military helicopter pi-
lot or crewmember, the Department of Defense wants to 
know if you suffered back/neck pain or injury (not result-
ing from an aviation mishap) that may be related to your 
service in helicopters. 
	 Back pain afflicts approximately 20 percent of the 
general population, but studies have indicated military he-
licopter crews are reporting unusually high rates of back 
pain and related injuries. A Department of Defense-spon-
sored study is under way to better understand the mecha-
nisms of those injuries, the impact such injuries may have 
on operational readiness, safety and quality of life, and to 
identify the best options available for reducing such inju-
ries in the future.
	 Researchers for the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense are urging current and former military pilots 
and crewmembers to complete this short online survey at 
www.DoDhelicopterseatsurvey.com.
	 Completed surveys are anonymous and should 
only be taken once. If you participated in a similar Janu-
ary 2010 Navy and Marine Corps survey, please do not 
complete this survey, as the results will be merged with 
this study.  The survey will be available online from April 
1 through April 30, 2011.
	 For more information please contact Kristin Har-
mon at info@IHSolutionsConsulting.com.
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VT-6
- (Cont. from Page 1)

seventeen are in the pipeline at the FITU.
	 Verda explained that the process is moving smoothly 
due to the teamwork of the squadrons and the shared experi-
ence of instructors. Training Squadron THREE completed 
this transition first and, along with the FITU, has aided the 
unit’s T-6B instructors.
	 “One of the reasons the transition is going well is 
because VT-3 paved the way for us. We have also been pro-
vided plenty of aircraft and a full, up and running FITU that 
has done an extremely good job of facilitating this move,” 
Verda said.

	 Even the smoothest of transitions have challenges. 
Most of the VT-6 instructors are now flying the T-6, which 
leaves the few IPs who are still flying the T-34 with a full set 
of students to train. The T-34 instructors are carrying twice 
the load that they would normally carry. 
	 An ease to this burden will come soon, as VT-6 ac-
cepted its last T-34 student class two weeks ago.  These stu-
dents are expected to finish by the end of the September, at 
which point VT-6 will be finished with the T-34 and only 
Training Squadron TWO will still be flying the aircraft.  The 
remaining T-34 IPs who will not transition to the T-6 will 

fly T-34 students with VT-2 to assist their 
production efforts.
 	 Currently, VT-6 IPs who are FITU 
complete have been flying T-6 students 
with VT-3, which is the only squadron 
that has completed their transition.  VT-6 
is expecting its first 15 T-6 students to 
arrive in April and begin flying in May 
after a one-month ground school.
	 The T-6 instructors are very excit-
ed about flying this new aircraft. Verda 
says that although the aircraft has more 
capabilities, it also has more challenges, 
which the instructors readily welcome. 
“IPs love flying the airplane. It’s more 
capable, more powerful, faster and more 
agile. It’s a lot of fun to fly, but the chal-
lenge increases with all of those abilities. 
They’re pilots though, so of course they 
love the challenge.”
	 This change is unique because with 
a new aircraft, there is not a large in-
structor base to provide years of experi-
ence to the new IPs. Because of this, the 
VT-3 IPs have been invaluable. Another 
resource that has been implemented 
to facilitate learning is the new ground 
school for those going through the FITU. 
In this ground school, IPs study lessons 
learned, past hazard reports, flight proce-
dures, etc. This addition has allowed for 
a greater understanding of the aircraft 
and its operating environment before the 
IPs begin training their students.
	 “This is truly an enterprise endeav-
or. VT-6, Training Air Wing FIVE, the 
FITU, the commanding officer and ex-
ecutive officer of VT-3 all agreed that if 
we are going to be successful, we must 
work together,” Verda stated.
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US Navy P-3C, USAF A-10 and USS Barry Engage Libyan Vessels
	 - Attack renders three Libyan Coast Guardwater craft ineffective
From Joint Task Force Odyssey Dawn Public Affairs
USS MOUNT WHITNEY, At Sea (NNS) March 29, 2011 -- A U.S. Navy P-3C Orion maritime patrol aircraft, U.S. 
Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt attack aircraft and guided-missile destroyer USS Barry (DDG-52), engaged Libyan Coast 
Guard vessel Vittoria and two smaller craft March 28.
	 The vessels were engaged after confirmed reports that Vittoria and accompanying crafts were firing indiscrimi-
nately at merchant vessels in the port of Misrata, Libya.
	 The P-3C fired at Vittoria with AGM-65F Maverick missiles, rendering the 12-meter patrol vessel ineffective 
and forcing it to be beached after multiple explosions were observed in the vicinity of the port. 
	 Two smaller Libyan craft were fired upon by the A-10 using its 30mm GAU-8/ Avenger cannon, destroying 
one and forcing the other to be abandoned.
	 Barry provided situational awareness for the aircraft by managing the airspace and maintaining the maritime 
picture.
	 The P-3C, A-10 and Barry are currently supporting operations for Joint Task Force Odyssey Dawn. 
	 Joint Task Force Odyssey Dawn is the U.S. Africa Command task force established to provide operational and 
tactical command and control of U.S. military forces supporting the international response to the unrest in Libya and 
enforcement of United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1973. UNSCR 1973 authorizes all necessary 
measures to protect civilians in Libya under threat of attack by Qadhafi regime forces. 
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Early out

Change Furnace Filters
	 Yes it’s easy to forget, but it’s important to replace 
or clean furnace filters once a month during the heating 
season. Dirty filters restrict airflow and increase energy de-
mand. Here’s a worry-saving tip: mark a monthly check on 
your calendar.  Better, consider switching to a permanent 
filter, which will reduce waste and hassle. Did you know 
that disposable fiberglass filters trap a measly 10 to 40 per-
cent of debris? Electostatic filters trap around 88 percent, 
and are much better at controlling the bacteria, mold, vi-
ruses and pollen that cause illness and irritation. They cost 
$50 to $1,000 or more. Another good choice is a genuine 
HEPA filter, which can remove at least 99.97 percent of 
airborne particles. HEPA filters are based on Department 
of Energy standards. But avoid “HEPA-like” filters, which 
can be vastly less effective.  If your entire furnace is in 
need of replacement, it will cost a lot more -- but replacing 
an inefficient burner for a modern machine will save you 
every month through the heating season. Be sure to take 
advantage of federal tax credits for new furnaces, which 
can cover 30 percent of the cost, up to $1,500.

See www.thedailygreen.com for more tips.

Scholarship
- (Cont. from Page 2)

time support line officers with the designators 111x, 112x, 
113x, 114x, 131x, 132x, 181x, 182x or 183x, with the fol-
lowing qualifications may apply for the program: Addition-
ally, applicants must have at least three years of commis-
sioned service but not more than 11 years of total active 
federal service as of April 1 2012. 
	 For more information about the program, see the 
Olmsted Foundation website at www.olmstedfoundation.
org. Point of contact for the scholarship is Billie Colonna 
at (850) 452-1001, menu option 3, ext 2219 or via email at 
billie.colonna@navy.mil. 

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Patrick 
Gordon, Defense Media Activity - Navy
PASCAGOULA, Miss. (NNS) -- The Navy christened 
its newest amphibious transport dock ship, USS Arlington 
(LPD 24), during a ceremony at Northrop Grumman ship-
building in Pascagoula, Miss., March 26. 
	 The ship is named for the city of Arlington, Va., 
honoring the 184 victims in the air and on the ground, who 
lost their lives when American Airlines Flight 77 crashed 
into the Pentagon Sept. 11, 2001.
	 “Sailors of the Arlington, you are the spirit that will 
carry this ship forward,” said Vice Chief of Naval Opera-
tions Adm. Jonathan Greenert. “This is the ship we’ll need 
for the future. She’s exactly what we called for when we 
looked out on our cooperative strategy for the 21st century.” 
	 Joyce Rumsfeld, wife of former Secretary of De-
fense Donald Rumsfeld, sponsored the ship and brought it 
to active service by breaking a bottle of champagne across 
the bow of the ship. 
	 “To those of you responsible for building this ship, 
you have done something quite remarkable,” said Rums-
feld. “It represents the remembrance of those lost in the 
Pentagon attack, it represents the clarity of purpose that the 
attack initiated and it represents so well what we as a nation 
are able to accomplish if we do work together.”
	 By its namesake, the ship also honors the military 
and civilian employees, and the emergency, fire and rescue 
personnel of Arlington and surrounding communities who 
provided critical assistance after the attack.
	 The Arlington is the U.S Navy’s eighth and latest 
San Antonio class amphibious transport ship, and the third 
to bear the name. The ship’s overall length is 684 feet and 
can reach speeds in excess of 22 knots. Arlington’s arma-
ment includes two Bushmaster II 30 mm close in guns; two 
rolling airframe missile launchers and 10 .50-caliber ma-
chine guns. 

Joyce Rumsfeld, wife of former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, 
christens the amphibious transport dock ship Pre-Commissioning Unit 
(PCU) Arlington (LPD 24) at Northrop Grumman shipbuilding in Pas-
cagoula, Miss. Arlington is the third San Antonio-class ship that will 
be named in remembrance of the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Dale Patrick.


