
 
 

 
 

NIPPI,  Marines  say goodbye to  CH-46 
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GOODBYE 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan – During the Vietnam War in  

the mid 60s,  the  cargo hel icopter  FORTY SIX (CH-46)  made i ts  

mil i tary debut .   

 For  the Navy and the Marine Corps i t  i s  known as  “The Sea 

Knight” .  According to  Marines .com,  i ts  main mission was to  t ransport  

t roops,  equipment  and suppl ies .  

 Now, over  40 years  la ter ,  the CH-46 is  being ret i red.  I t ’s  s low 

path to  ret i rement  is  fe l t  by maintainers .  

 “The CH-46 has  been in  service s ince the 60s,”  said 1st  Lt .  

Jonathan Hoy,  f l ight  l ine ass is tant  off icer- in-charge of  the HMM-265 

squadron.  “I t ’s  a  cool  community and t radi t ion to  be apart  of ,  the  very 

end of  a  long,  long s tory.   To see the las t  a i rcraf t  come out ,  i t ’s  cool  to  

be apart  of .”  

 For  as  long as  the CH-46 has  been around,  Nippon Hikouki  



 
 

 
 

(NIPPI)  has  been there  to  perform extensive maintenance and repairs  on 

the aircraf t .  

 According to  NIPPI off ic ia ls ,  NIPPI is  a  Japanese based 

aviat ion company that  has  been working with US Navy and Marine 

Corps s ince 1955.  They’ve been the main aviat ion maintenance and 

repair  faci l i ty  not  only for  Carr ier  Air  Wing FIVE (CVW 5) ,  but  for  

Marine aircraf t  based in  Iwakuni  and Okinawa as  wel l .   

 “These guys do a  great  job up here ,”  said Gunnery Sgt .  Jeffrey 

Schoen,  qual i ty  assurance chief  of  the HMM-265.  “They’re  

professionals ,  they do everything by the book.  To the “T”.  These guys 

bend over  backwards just  to  make sure  everything is  the way i t  should 

be.  They give us  the most  pr is t ine a i rcraf t  they can give us .  They take a  

lot  of  pr ide in  what  they do.”   

 To date ,  NIPPI has  performed repairs  and maintenance on a  

total  of  456 CH-46s.    

 “I’ve spent  15 years  working on the CH-46,”  said Hiroshi  

Kawaguchi ,  an electr ic ian leader  for  NIPPI.  “The CH-46 is  an old 

a i rcraf t .  I t  sometimes makes i t  tough to  t roubleshoot  because the 

problem comes from outs ide of  my expectat ions.  But  that’s  why I  love 

i t .”   

 According to  members  of  the HMM-265,  there  are  current ly  

only f ive Marine squadrons across  the world s t i l l  working with the CH-

46.  What  used to  be the biggest  community in  Marine aviat ion is  



 
 

 
 

rapidly becoming the smalles t .  

 The mission of  the CH-46 Sea Knight  wil l  not  be  replaced by 

just  one aircraf t .  Combined effor ts  of  the V-22 Osprey and P-3 Orion 

wil l  replace the CH-46 mission.  

 “I  just  hate  to  see the CH-46 go,”  said Juno Olaes ,  a i rcraf t  

examiner  with  NIPPI for  the Sea Knights .  “To me,  i t ’s  more l ike 

looking at  a  car  that’s  a lmost  a  c lass ic .  I t ’s  so very rel iable .  The pi lots  

love f lying i t .  I ’m sure  NIPPI personnel  hate  to  see i t  go.”  
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