Children enjoy dance class at NAF Atsugi
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STORYTELLING

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI, Japan — “Where are my tap dancers?
Why aren’t my tap dancers stage right?” calls Jessica Griffith, a 25
year old dance instructor from Cumberland, Maryland from across the
stage at Cinema 77.

Immediately, three laughing children launch themselves from
behind the red velvet curtains stage left to stage right just before their
number begins.

It’s the last practice before the afternoon dance recital and
everyone is on edge making sure everything is in place for the show.

But Griffith, fondly known as Ms. Jessica to her students and
their parents, pushes forward. This recital is nothing new to her. She’s
been teaching the children at Naval Air Facility (NAF) Atsugi for seven

months and dancing since she was three.



“I really love working with kids and I always looked up to my
dance teachers,” said Griffith. “They were my greatest role models. So
when | was told that they needed a dance teacher on the base, | ran in
and was like ‘Oh, please let me do it’. | just love working with the
kids.”

When it comes to teaching very young children, Ms. Jessica is
very flexible.

Besides teaching the children technique and vocabulary, the 25-
year-old allows her students to add to the choreography so that they
may include their own creativity in the routine and also remember the
steps better.

“She enjoys her classes,” Kiki Cordrey said of her daughter,
Mai Le. “She says that they’re so much fun. She wanted to take more
classes but there are only so many days in the week.”

Usually, the dance instructor manages 15 classes which average
anywhere from two to 10 students each. Her youngest is 2 years old
and Ms. Jessica also instructs an adult class.

“What she has that other teachers do not have is she wants her
students to have fun,” said Cordrey.

Perfection is not the goal of Ms. Jessica’s dance class however.
It’s more about the enjoyment of the children.

“A lot of them are more confident now,” said Griffith. “At first

they wouldn’t come up on stage in the little theater where we practice.



Especially the younger ones. Now they’re up there just grinning and
just having a good time. And if they forget a step, that’s okay because
they’re up there and they’re showing off and having fun.”

For more information, please contact the central registration

office at the Child Development Center at 264-3588.
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