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LICENSING 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan – Attaining a  Status  of  Forces  

Agreement  (SOFA) l icense on Naval  Air  Faci l i ty  (NAF) Atsugi  comes 

with several  requirements .  

 The requirements  vary with different  age groups and different  

ranges of  experience.   

 Licenses  avai lable  to  the NAF Atsugi  community are  temporary 

or  permanent  l icenses .    

 “The temporary l icense is  for  those who have not  been able  to  

get  into  the [Area Orientat ion Brief  and Inter-cul tural  Relat ions  

(AOB/ICR)]  course,”  said Takashi  Horiuchi ,  t raff ic  safety manager .   

 The complet ion of  the AOB/ICR course is  a  requirement  to  

obtain  a  permanent  l icense.  Because the schedule  of  the  course  may 

vary due to  hol idays and other  s i tuat ions,  complet ing the course may 



take t ime.  In  this  event ,  an individual  may be el igible  to  receive a  

temporary l icense.   

 With the temporary l icense,  however ,  an individual  can only 

dr ive on base.  Permanent  l icenses  a l low individuals  to  venture  off  base.  

 Other  requirements  consis t  of  mil i tary orders  or  a  le t ter  of 

employment ,  current  s ta teside l icense or  internat ional  permit  and proof  

of  the complet ion of  cer ta in  course relevant  to  the individual  among 

other  documents .  

 There  are  those who are  not  act ive mil i tary and haven’t  been in  

the s ta tes  for  several  years ,  said  Richard Sussman,  instal la t ion safety 

manager .  For  them, a  one t ime waiver must  be s igned and issued and 

they must  complete  the  f i rs t  t ime dr iver’s  course.   

 The f i rs t  t ime dr ivers  course  is  offered by a  pr ivate  instructor  

and the fee  is  covered by the s tudent  or  their  sponsors .  

 Requirements  for  obtaining a  l icense,  though general  in  most  

cases ,  can vary in  a  case by case instance.   

 For  more information,  please contact  the  Safety Adminis t ra t ion 

off ice  a t  264-3678 or  011-81-467-63-3678 i t  cal l ing from the U.S.  
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