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SCOUTING 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan – The Boy Scouts  of  America 

(BSA) organizat ion is  a l ive and wel l  on Naval  Air  Faci l i ty (NAF) 

Atsugi .  

 This  year  they celebrated their  55th year  on the insta l la t ion in  

August  with  an event  never  done before,  but  hoped by some to cont inue 

through the years .  

 On October  13,  1957 the f i rs t  char ter  was s igned for  the Boy 

Scouts  to  be on Naval  Air  Stat ion Atsugi .  Nearly seven years  af ter  NAS 

Atsugi  was f i rs t  es tabl ished.   

 Since then,  the organizat ion has  had i ts  ups and downs through 

the years ,  including the insta l la t ions name change from Naval  Air  

Stat ion to Naval  Air  Faci l i ty .  

 But  for  2011,  the BSA is  looking to make their  presence known.   



 “We give kids  another  opt ion,”  said Rob Weddermann,  Distr ic t  

Commissioner ,  Far  East  Counci l ,  Japan Distr ic t .  “Other  than sports ,  

af ter  school  act ivi t ies  and video games,  what  they learn at  Boy Scouts  

is  something they’l l  keep with them for  l i fe .”  

 The responsibi l i t ies  the  scouts  keep range from maintaining the 

ins tal lat ion’s  nature t rai l  to  ass is t ing the scouts  from Tama Hil ls  with  

the clean up of  their  scout ing campsi te .   

 For  their  55th year  celebrat ion,  the  scouts  invi ted their  Japanese 

counterpar ts  to  par t ic ipate  in  an al l  day event .  

  Act ivi t ies  began on a  Fr iday night  for  the young scouts .  

Through heavy rains ,  scouts  were able  to  help secure the hourglass  

tower ,  construct  tents  to  s leep in ,  and s tand witness  to  a  f lag re t i rement  

ceremony.  

 I t  was an event  that  Joe Mort imer ,  of  the Veterans  of  Foreign 

Wars  (VFW) and the ceremonial  off icer  hoped would have an impact  on 

the scouts .  

 “I t ’s  a  sense of  purpose,”  said Mort imer .  “As to what  the  f lag is  

a l l  about  and to  understand the importance of  rendering honor  to  a  f lag 

that  is  no longer  serviceable  and no longer  a  f i t t ing symbol  of  our  

country.”  

 Saturday morning found the scouts  r is ing ear ly  for  breakfast  and 

morning s t retches  before  compet ing in  the day’s  events .  



 Compet i t ions  included tug-o-war ,  pinewood race car  derbies  and 

water  bal loon launches.  

 Among the scout ing t roops that  were present  f rom NAF Atsugi  

and other  bases ,  the  Gir l  Scouts  were  in a t tendance as  wel l  as  members  

of  the Scout ing Associat ion of  Japan,  enhancing the re la t ionship 

between the two associat ions.  

 “Just  to  interact  with  [ the Japanese Scouts]  and their  

t radi t ions,”  said  Weddermann.  “I t ’s  amazing.  You’re  learning different  

cul tural  exper iences .  We teach them and they teach us .”  

 Scout ing on NAF Atsugi  has  offered many opportuni t ies  to  the 

l ives  of  young boys and gir ls  that  great ly  inf luences them as  wel l  as  

their  leaders .   

 “I  real ly  bel ieve in  the Boy Scouts  program,” said Weddermann.  

“If  everybody sees  that  we’re  doing a  good thing in  the community,  the 

kids  are  coming along,  they’re  learning respect  and responsibi l i ty ,  

they’l l  want  to  be apar t  of  that  program. Every generat ion wil l  br ing in  

new people ,  new exci tement  and i t  wi l l  keep going forward.”  

 I f  you would l ike to  be involved in  scout ing on NAF Atsugi ,  

please contact  Rob Weddermann at  DSN: 264-5074 or  email  a t  

weddmann@msn.com.  
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