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 Naval  Air  Faci l i ty  (NAF) Atsugi  hosted i ts  inaugural  Father  

Daughter  Bal l  on base at  the Off icer’s  Club,  Feb.  10.   

 Fathers  and daughters  were encouraged to  a t tend and par t ic ipate  

in  the  night’s  fes t ivi t ies  intending to  highl ight  the importance of  the 

re la t ionship between a  fa ther  and daughter .  

 The event  was brought  together  by the McLaurin family af ter  

having experienced the benefi ts  in their  family af ter  Cmdr.  Matt  

McLaurin and his  daughter  Corynn at tended a  couple  of  bal ls  back in  

the s ta tes .    

 “We real ly  wanted to  br ing the idea of the fa ther  daughter  

re la t ionship to  the base,”  said Corynn,   “Especial ly  with the dads being 

gone a  lot  in  the mil i tary to  make sure  that  re la t ionship stays  s t rong.“  

 “I  know in my experiences ,”  said Corynn.  “I t  has  been real ly  

important  to  have my dad and have a  good relat ionship with him.” 



 The Bal l  received a  posi t ive and overwhelming response.  

 “Our hear ts  are  hurt ing a  l i t t le ,”  said  Courtney McLaurin,  Matt’s  

wife ,  “Because,  wel l  yes ,  i t  i s  a  success  but  then again how much of  a  

success  is  i t  when we have to  turn people  away from something l ike 

this .”   

 Courtney said that  they regret ted having to  turn away over  60 

people  because of  space capaci ty  and funding in  which they could only 

accommodate  around 100 people .   

“Atsugi  Enl is ted Spouse Associat ion (AESA) has  real ly  been 

wonderful ,”  said Matt .  “AESA has s tepped up said that  for  next  year  

and beyond they would l ike to  help out  and be the sponsor  for  us .”   

Only because of  AESA and their  t iming and exci tement  for  the 

bal l  that  the  McLaurin family was able to  move forward with the event ,  

sa id  Courtney.  

The night  s tar ted off  with fa thers  and daughters  having their  

pic ture  taken together .   

Some gir ls  didn’t  have a  fa ther  to  a t tend with them and were 

brought  by a  mentor  or  in  the case of  one nine year  gir l ,  her  thir teen 

year  old brother  escorted her .   

Deiondre Simmons,  13 year  old brother  to  9  year  old Jordyn,  said 

i t  fe l t  great  being at  the  Bal l  because people  came up to  him and gave 

him compliments  about  how most  brothers  wouldn’t  do something l ike 

this  for  their  s is ters .  



 Mat t  and his  daughter  Corynn each gave a  speech giving their  

points  of  view of  the importance of maintaining a  s t rong rela t ionship.   

 Matt  touched on how while  deployed he t r ies  to  make t ime to  cal l  

Corynn and help her  with her  homework over  the phone.  While  home,  

they take the t ime to  have father  daughter  dates  where they just  spend 

t ime ta lking about  the books they are  reading together  and other  topics .  

 Mat t  then led the fa thers  in  reading a  covenant  to  their  daughters .   

The covenant  s ta ted that  the  fa thers  promise before  God to  be 

their  daughters’  authori ty  and protect ion in  the areas  of  fa i th ,  puri ty ,  

in tegr i ty  and character .   

The covenant  cont inued with,  fa thers  wil l  be  t rue in  their  own 

l ives  as  men,  husbands and fathers .  Fathers  wil l  be  men of  fa i th ,  pur i ty ,  

in tegr i ty  and character  as  they lead,  guide and pray over  their  daughters  

and famil ies  and wil l  be  the spir i tual  heads of  their  homes.  

 The daughters  then s igned their  own name as  wi tnesses  to  their  

fa thers’  convent .  

 The fathers  presented their  daughters  with a  white  rose and 

toasted to the s t rengthening their  re la t ionships .   

 Dancing f inished off  the night .  

 “My favori te  par t  of the night  was spending t ime with my 

daughter  and dancing,”  said Michael  DeFamio,  as  his  four  year  old 

daughter ,  Rebecca,  echoed him about  dancing with her  fa ther .  



 “Our plan is  to  cont inue this  on and def ini te ly  do this  next  year ,”  

said  Matt .  
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