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RECOGNITION 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI,  Japan – Sai lor  of  the  week is  a  t i t le  

granted to  a  different  Sai lor  on board Naval  Air  Faci l i ty  (NAF) Atsugi  

once a  week who has  shown exemplary ski l l  and work ethic  within their  

shop and rate .  

 This  week’s  Sai lor  of  the Week is  Personnel  Special is t  3rd Class  

(PS3)  Candelar io  Contreras ,  I I I ,  a  2010 graduate  f rom Westwood High 

School  in  Aust in ,  Texas.  Contreras  is  the son of  Carina and Candelar io  

Contreras ,  Jr .  of  Cedar  Park,  Texas.  

 As Sai lor  of  the Week,  Contreras  was the guest  host  of  the base’s  

weekly show, Captain’s  Cal l ,  wi th  the Commanding Off icer  Capt .  

Steven Wieman and Command Master  Chief  Carl ton Duncan.  

Short ly  after  graduat ing High School ,  Contreras  joined the Navy 

in  February,  2011.  “I  joined because I  wanted to bet ter  myself ,”  said 



Contreras .  “I  saw what  was happening around me back home and didn’t  

want  to  be par t  of  that .”  

 After  complet ing boot  camp,  Contreras  t ransferred to  Meridian,  

Miss  to  begin his  t ra ining at  the  Personnel  Special is t  Inst ruct ion 

School .   

 Contreras admires  the pol i teness  of  the Japanese people  and the 

t radi t ional  ceremonies  conducted to  show their  respect  to  their  e lders  

and rel igious gods.  

 Contreras said  that  the  Japanese people  are  very nice and that  he 

l ikes  that  they show respect  to  e i ther  their  e lders  or  their  gods by the 

upkeep of  their  t radi t ional  ceremonies .   

 Contreras works as  a  mil i tary pay clerk for  Personnel  Support  

Detachment  (PSD) at  NAF Atsugi .  

 “I  process  everyone’s  OHA [overseas  housing al lowance],  BHA 

[basic  housing al lowance] ,  and s tar t  and s top ent i t lements ,”  said  

Contreras .  “If  anybody ever  has  any pay quest ions,  I ’m the guy to  go 

to .”  

 “He processed over  100 pay ent i t lements  for  NAF Atsugi ,  HSL 51 

[Hel icopter  Anti-submarine Squadron Light  FIVE ONE] squadron and 

reserve personnel ,”  said Personnel  Special is t  Chief  Ernesto Malicdan,  

Contreras’  leading chief  pet ty  off icer .  

 Contreras has  ensured al l  pay ent i t lements  were completed 

accurately and on t ime which has  contr ibuted to  Atsugi’s  PSD 



consis tent  accuracy rate  while  a lso methodical ly  t racking HSL 51’s  

deployment  and their  changing pay ent i t lements  without  missing a  beat .  

 “His  [Contreras’]  sect ion received outstanding resul ts  f rom recent  

unannounced examinat ion of  disbursing and personnel  operat ions from 

Field Examinat ion Group San Diego and NPPSC [Navy Pay and 

Personnel  Support  Center]  Qual i ty  Assurance,  Assis tance,  

Standardizat ion and Training Group,”  said Malicdan.  

 Contreras  was not  only recognized as  the Sai lor  of  the Week,  but  

he was also named NAF Atsugi’s  Blue Jacket  of  Year  for  2011 for  his  

unprecedented work performance.   

 “PS3 Contreras’  performance has  been outs tanding,”  said 

Malicdan.  “He is  an exemplary professional ,  h ighly motivated and 

knowledgeable  Personnel  Special is t .”  

 When Contreras  is  not  in  the off ice ,  he spends his  f ree  t ime going 

to  the gym, hanging out  with f r iends and spending some t ime the 

ki tchen or  outs ide barbecuing.  “I  most ly  l ike  to  gr i l l ,  preferably steak,”  

said Contreras .  

 While  Contreras  says he misses  his  family,  and some “real  Texas 

barbecue” back home,  he hopes to  achieve senior  chief  pet ty  off icer  

during his  service in  the Navy.  

 “I  want  to  pass  on my knowledge to  my junior  Sai lors ,”  said 

Contreras.  
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