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Atiatihan Dancers lead a parne of elaborately dressed personnel during the annual
Santacruzan Festival, a popular festival highlighting the month-long Flores de Mayo
celebration. '



Submitted By
Lt. Cmdr. Robert Spencer
Command Chaplain,
NAVSUPPFAC Diego Garcia

This past Mother’'s Day was the seventh that | have

experienced without my mom. She is now where |
have written about in previous articles. She's en-
joying her heavenly reward. | still miss her as do
my siblings. Of course my dad misses her the
most. They were married for 58 years. Their mar-
riage was a promise that was kept because on
their wedding day they promised each other and
God that they would stay together until death. It
was upon the death of my mom that both of my
parents had fulfilled their vows.

The love that a mother has for her children can
only be surpassed by God'’s love. It's probably
even more than a father’s love. Why is that? Prob-

ably because our moms love us before we are
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“Mother’s Day Without Mom”

even born. Not that our dads do not but it's the
moms who carry us around in their womb for nine
months before our births. During that time a spe-
cial bond develops between mother and child.
After birthing, the mom then nurtures the child be-
cause they came from her and within her. It's only
natural that they would have this special love that
surpasses other relationships.

My mom had a long and fulfilled life. She did not
feel cheated and her family did not feel short-
changed upon her death at the age of 83. She
was the glue of the family as most moms are. She
had made her mark and she did it with her family.
Her kids are all successful and happy and more
importantly, we all still get along and enjoy each

other's company.

Saying goodbye to her was not easy. | was fortu-

nate to do this a couple of weeks before her death.
This was followed up with a funeral visitation, a fu-
neral Mass, and a graveside ceremony. These are

the ways that people of faith give thanks and say

goodbye. They were sad events but they reassured
us that my mom was now resting in eternity with our

loving Savior and His loving mother, Mary the
Mother of God. Not being a parent myself, | will
never experience the same love that a parent has
for their kids. But | have certainly felt that love that

my parents have for me.

There will always be a void in my life when Mother's

Day is celebrated in the future. That's normal and

to be expected. So how can | continue to honor and

thank my mom even after she has passed away to

better things? If we want to honor those we love to
include those who have died, then we should prac-
tice those virtues that they taught us. We should
also do our best to pass on those same attributes
to our loved ones. That way their goodness will

continue to live on in others.

“. .. and his mother kept all these

things in her heart.”
(Luke 2:51)
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Diego Garcia Celebrates Santacruzan

By NAVSUPPFAC Diego Garcia Public Affairs Office

DIEGO GARCIA, British Indian Ocean Territory —
Decorated arches and elaborately dressed charac-
ters filled the main road of Diego Garcia in celebra-
tion of Santacruzan; a popular religious festival held
in many towns and cities throughout the Philippines.
Service members and civilians participated in the tra-
dition, introduced by the Spanish, which marks the
conclusion of the month-long celebration of Flores de
Mayo.

Diego Garcia is host to more than 1700 Filipinos that
work for the Base Operating Support Contractor and

U.S. government.

“The ladies in the parade represent what the Virgin Mary
represents-hope, faith, justice and much more,” said
Personnel Specialist 1st Class (SW) Nicolas Caranto.
“The highlight is St. Helena-the one who searched and
found Christ’s course.”

According to Caranto, the festival brought many civilians
and service members closer to their roots.

“Diego Garcia has a rich Filipino culture, this gives us a
taste of home,” said Caranto. “For many proud Filipinos,
being able to share one of our many traditions is self-
gratifying. We also have a few Filipino-Americans here

who have never seen or experienced such a parade.”

Diego Garcia, British Indian Ocean Territory (May 27, 2012) -
An Atiatihan dancer perpares to march down DG-1 during the
Santacruzan, a popular religious festival held in many towns
and cities throughout the Philippines. (U.5. Navy photo by
Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Ryan B. Tabios)

During the festival, participants walked over a mile to the
village chapel Sacred Heart of Jesus. For Hospital Corps-
man 3rd Class Christine Camama being asked to partici-
pate in the event fulfilled an item on her bucket list.

‘| have always wanted to be in a Filipino parade as my
cousins and relatives have and this is the first time | have
participated in this type of event,” Camama. "Participating
has a deep meaning to me. | am one hundred percent
Filipino born and raised in American, this is allowed me to
get in touch with my heritage.

°| take immense pride in being a Filipina,” Camama.

“During and after the parade | felt a deeper connec-

tion and understanding of my culture.”
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Merchant Mariners Recognized

on Diego Garcia

By Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class April Adams

DIEGO GARCIA, British Indian Ocean Territory - Mili-
tary Sealift Command (MSC) aboard U.S. Navy Sup-
port Facility Diego Garcia, British Indian Ocean Terri-
tory, celebrated National Maritime Day Friday May 25
at the Seaman's Center.

National Maritime Day is a United States holiday cre-
ated to recognize the maritime industry. Observed
on May 22-the day in which the American Steamship
Savannah set sail on the first ever transoceanic
voyage under steam power.

“National Maritime Day is an annual event where we
recognize and celebrate the merchant seaman work-
ing on ships today and also recognize the merchant
seaman who have come and gone,” said Gary John-

son, Seaman’s Center Director.

“We join Americans everywhere celebrating our nation's
rich and diverse maritime history and take this opportu-
nity to show our appreciation to the men and women of
the American merchant marines,” said Lt. Benjamin
Thornton, Diego Garcia MSC Executive Officer.
According to Johnson, MSC ships play a vital role in
Diego Garcia, as it serves as a supply hub for various
ships and commands forward deployed in the region.
“They [merchant marines] play a vital role in the war on
terrorism-delivering supplies and ammunition to forces
around the world,” said Johnson. “We have ten preposi-
tioned ships on the island that also deliver food and
other supplies to help sustain and effective force.”

Chief Mate Kevin Stith, the celebration’s guest speaker,

spoke on the importance of merchant marines.

DIEGO GARCIA, British Indian Ocean Territory (May 25, 2012) — Lt. Benjamin Thornton Executive Officer of MSC, Diego Garcia speaks on
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the importance of the Merchant Marines during the National Maritime Day Ceremony at the Seaman’s Center May 25. National Maritime Day
is a United States holiday created to recognize the maritime industry. (Photo provided by DG 21)

“The U.S. Merchant Marine has played a vital role in
every war that has been fought,” said Stith, stationed
aboard the Motor Vessel LTC John U. D. Page. "We
must be grateful to the patriots that stood in harm's way."
The ceremony included a reading of the Presidential
Proclamation for the Merchant Marines, a cake cutting
ceremony and food for all guests.

“The celebration went really well this year,” said Johnson.
“We had a good turnout of personnel from merchant mari-
ners, Navy Sailors and civilians-probably about 275

people attended the ceremony.”

MSC operates approximately 110 noncombatant, civilian-
crewed ships that are strategically prepositioned around
the world to replenish U.S. Navy ships, conduct special-
ized missions, and move military cargo and supplies used

by deployed U.S. forces and coalition partners.
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Diego Garcia Focuses on Safety

By NAVSUPPFAC Diego Garcia Public Affairs Office

DIEGO GARCIA, British Indian Ocean Territory — As
we enter the 101 Critical Days of Summer, U.S. Navy
Support Facility Diego Garcia, British Indian Ocean
Territory, held a Focus Group emphasizing the im-
portance of safety throughout the island.

Led by Kordeen Kor, Occupational Safety and Health
Director, Navy Region Japan, the sessions gave ser-
vice members and civilians the opportunity to voice
their concerns about safety issues on the island.

“I not only came here [Diego Garcia] to assess the
safety program onboard, but also get a general con-
sensus of whether or not personnel were satisfied
with it,” said Kor. “Furthermore, | wanted to see if in-
dividuals understand their roles when it comes to

safety.”

\

By dividing the groups by rank and demographics, Kor
was able to get an overall assessment and perspective
of the island’s safety program.

"Separating service members and civilians allowed them
to speak freely and not be afraid to speak,” said Kor. "I
was able to see that opinions differed among the groups.
For example service members in supervisory roles
agreed that safety was everyone's responsibility, on the
other hand junior personnel expressed that the upper
chain of command was responsible.”

According to Kor, civilians showed more ownership of
the island than their military counterparts.

“The majority of the military folks are not here for longer
than a year, on the other hand the civilians have been

here for quite a long time and have called this island
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their home away from home,” said Kor. “Safety is their
primary concern-they have more invested. They were the
more vocal group.”

During the sessions, the importance of Operational Risk
Management and integrating it into daily activities was
emphasized.

‘It is a simple concept,” said Religious Program Specialist
(FMF) Akil Blackmon. “By remembering to be respon-
sible, we can prevent mishaps from occurring and safe-
guard the Navy's most valuable asset-it's Sailors.”
Blackmon added, “We [Sailors] often tend to let the idea
of having a good time affect our judgment, which can lead
to unplanned situations that can get us in deep water.”
Just as any focus group, changes and concerns were

brought up in the hopes that they will be fixed over time.
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“Across the board, Diego Garcia has a successful pro-
gram, but there are things that can be improved,” said
Kor. “While most personnel were concerned about the
quality and quantity of the vehicles on the island, others
were concerned about trip and fall hazards-for example
coconuts on bike trails.”

For Marilou Monton, the concept of near misses is what
she will remember the most from the session. Near miss
is the term used to describe narrowly avoided mishaps-
events that usually go unreported.

“Minor mishaps can lead to major injuries,” said Monton.
“It is important that they get reported because although
one may barely avoid an injury, the next person might not
be so lucky. By reporting these incidents, something can

be done now and not after the fact.”
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MWR

MOVIES

Friday
1

Basic Sailing Class

Marina
5p.m.to7 p.m.

Warhorse
Drama
PG
8 p.m.

My Week With
Marilyn
Drama
PG 13
10 p.m.

Saturday
2

Team Triathlon
Marina
8:30 a.m.

Contraband
Action
R
8 p.m.

Red Tails
Action
PG 13
10 p.m.

Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
3 4 5 6 7

MWR Sailing Queen’s Diamond Dominoes 2 X 75M Freestyle/  Powerboat Class
Regatta Jubilee 5K Fun Run Tournament Breast Stroke Basic Boating
Marina Jake's Place Island Room Swim Competition Marina
2 p.m. 8 p.m. 6:30 p.m. Base Pool 4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

Woman in Black The Grey Mission Impossible: Ghost Rider: Spirit Extremely Loud &
Drama Action Ghost Protocol of Vengeance Incredible
PG 13 R Action Action Adventure
8 p.m. 8 p.m. R PG 13 PG 13

8 p.m. 8 p.m. 8 p.m.
Island Room
SEXUAL A,S%(&'?WQ@?RESFDNSE
e Ve tidlor saX ult.
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