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www.SQLC.org

The Mirador Speaker Series

www.MiradorRetirement.com

“The Economy, Money and You”
Jim Lee, Ph.D., Professor of Economics
Texas A&M University of Corpus Christi
Tuesday, May 19th, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.

Dr. Lee will talk candidly about issues affecting your immediate financial future, including the current 
performance of stock prices versus fixed-income instruments, problems with Social Security, and health care 
costs. He’ll offer specific perspectives on retirement and the Corpus Christi community.

Our next event:
“Some Rob You with a Pen: A Guide to Protecting Your Assets”
Bob Guess, Author and Host of The Dollars & Sense Radio Show, Founder, Senior Financial Services
Thursday, June 18th, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.

Both events will be held at The Corpus Christi Country Club
6300 Everhart Rd  •  Corpus Christi, TX 78413
Refreshments will be served.  •  Limited Seating.
Please RSVP:  (361) 356-1710

The Future of Retirement and You.
These insightful events will be your chance to preview the resort-style 
world of Mirador, the future of senior living in Corpus Christi. 
Discover Corpus Christi’s first and only Life Care community, 
with the security of health care for life.

How to Keep Your 
Financial Plans on Station. 
Two events to help you navigate 
the dire financial straits.
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CNATRA Art Exhibit
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CCAD Extends Life of 
AF Pave Lows
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NASCC Fire Department grabs Region honors again

Preparing for the 34th Annual Beach to Bay Marathon

NASCC’s Newest 
Master Chief

Page 3

Plus: Chief’s Board 
Deadline May 15

Page 11 Thousands of runners are preparing for the 34th Annual Beach 
to Bay Relay Marathon that will be held here May 16. Last 
year’s runners (above) appreciated a cooling shower as they 
ran through NASCC.

Story and photo by Bob Torres

The Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi Fire Department has been 
named Navy Region Southeast 
Fire Department of the Year (Large 
Category) for 2008. 

Fire Chief John Morris said that 
the honor is even better because it’s 
a repeat – the department won the 
award in 2007, as well. 

“It feels great, especially know-
ing that we are competing against 
large high visibility bases such 
as Pensacola, Jacksonville and 
Mayport as well as a bunch of 
other smaller bases throughout the 
Southeast Region,” he said.

“Though we don’t chase 
awards, the awards process serves 

to validate the fantastic work that 
our personnel do each and every day 
and provides a little extra motivation 
to keep trying new and innovative 
ways of doing things.”

The awards submission in-
cluded details of how busy the Fire 
Department was in 2008:

• 1,653 calls for service, includ-

ing 20 fi res; 
• 211 calls for Emergency 

Medical Services (EMS);
• Supported more than 350,000 

air operations;
• Limited total fire loss to 

$88,000, or .0024% of the total $3.6 
billion at-risk value.

Morris said the secret is hard 
work and sharp focus – and strong 
support from the command.

“Though we are continually 
moving forward on various initia-
tives in Operations, Fire Prevention 
and Training, the support from the 
front offi ce is critical,” he said. “We 
have been fortunate over the last 
three years to have great support 
from the two Skippers and XO’s that 
has allowed us the freedom to fast 
track on some of these ideas. 

“Oh, the other secret is Shanita 
Jones who does a fantastic job of 
maintaining the administrative side 
of the house – which is a lot like 
herding cats.”

by Rod Hafemeister

The men and women of the NASCC Fire Department celebrate being named Navy Region 
Southeast Fire Department of the Year (Large Category) for 2008 with a group photo. Fire continued on page 25

Hundreds and maybe thou-
sands of runners are preparing for 
the 34th Annual Beach to Bay Relay 
Marathon that will be held here 
May 16.

The marathon begins on the 
beach, just South of Bob Hall Pier, 
comes through the Air Station, goes 
up Ocean Drive and finishes at 
Cole Park near downtown Corpus 
Christi.

The marathon entails a six-
person team and runners have come 
from as far as England and Kenya 
to run the “Beach to Bay.”

“We’re really excited about 
this year’s race, because we already 
have record numbers signing up,” 
said Doug McBee, race coordinator. 
“This year we have a special race 
being added. 

“An Army unit in Tikrit, Iraq, 
will be running a race there, in 
the desert, at the same time we’re 
running ours here. We sent them 

T-shirts, like what we’re wearing 
and they’ll run it there, with our 
t-shirts. It’s a ‘fi rst’ for this type 
race and we’re particularly excited 
about that.”

 “Is it still on,” asked Liza 
Gallegos calling from Austin, TX. 
“I heard it might be called off.”

Lisa, who has run here for the 
past three years, did not want to be 
left out.

The third Saturday in May is 
Armed Forces Day and, since the 
fi rst Beach to Bay in 1976, it’s been 
held on Armed Forces Day to honor 
our nation’s men and women in the 
Military. 

 The race has grown since it’s 
inception in 1976, to 1,719 teams 
in 2008 totaling more than 10,500 
runners.

For more information go to the 
website at: beachtobayrelay.com.

To volunteer, contact MA1 
Ryan West at 961-2288 or EM1 
Jason Kreger at 961-1356.

http://beachtobayrelay.com
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE	
Base Catholic Chapel			
Sunday Mass  - 9:00 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.)	
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

Wingspan
NAS Corpus Christi

“Exceeding Expectations Through 
Pride In Performance”

Commanding Officer
Capt. R.F. Pierson

Public Affairs Officer
Robert D. Torres

Robert.Torres1@navy.mil

 Editor
Rod Hafemeister

rodney.hafemeister@navy.mil
Wingspan is an authorized publication for members of 

the military services, civilian personnel and their families. 
Its contents do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. 
Government, the Department of Defense, Department of 
the Navy or the Department of the Army, and do not imply 
endorsement thereof.

Wingspan is published every other week by D.J. Young 
Publishing, 145 Naples, Corpus Christi, Texas 78404, a 
private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Navy, under 
exclusive written contract with Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi, Texas.

The editorial content is prepared, edited and provided by 
the Public Affairs Office of Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, 
Texas.  Stories and photos not otherwise attributed are written 
by the Wingspan staff.  The address is: Commanding Officer, 
NAS Corpus Christi, Attn:  Wingspan, 11001 D St. Suite 143, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, 78419-5021. All news releases should 
be sent to the above address. 
 Please call (361) 961-2674 for deadline information. 

The appearance of advertising in this newspaper, including 
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by 
the Department of Defense, the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army, 
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, or D.J. Young Publishing, 
of the products and services advertised. Everything advertised 
in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, politi-
cal affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, 
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To advertise in Wingspan, please call D.J. Young Publish-
ing at (361) 814-0866.
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Do you SNORE?

Are you TIRED in the 
morning after  
SLEEPING all night?

Do you ever wake up  
GASPING, CHOKING or 
with a RACING HEART?

Has anyone noticed you  
having DIFFICULTY 
BREATHING at night?

4638 CORONA • Suite 45  •  Corpus Christi, Tx  78411   
361-852-8453  Toll Free 1-800-450-1152

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
www.annaashleyddspa.com

Keep the Sparkle in Your Smile!

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

For our dental phobics we offer:
•	 Nitrous oxide gas
•	 Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
•	 Blankets and pillows  
•	Walkmans 
•	Warm towels 

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

We 
Know 
Kids

SOUTHSIDE	 ALAMEDA	 BAY AREA	 CALALLEN	 PORTLAND
992-6458	 855-7346	 985-1418	 241-9541	 643-2518
5945 Saratoga	 3435 S. Alameda	 7121 SPID	 13725 NW Blvd	 1029 W. Hwy 181
Across from	 Next to	 In the Bay Area	 Across from	 In the
Spohn Hospital	 Driscoll Children’s	 Medical Office	 Calallen High	 Crescent Center
South	 Hospital	 Building	 School	 Building

That’s why so many parents 
choose the Children’s 
Clinic. Our experience and 
compassion allow you to take 
comfort in knowing that your 
child is receiving the best care 
possible. We’ve been doing 
this since 1952. We know a 
thing or two about kids.  
Come by any of our five 
convenient locations and see 
for yourself.

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We take 
all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Aetna, and a  
|Medicaid Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

 

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

The fi nal trash haul included everything 
from thousands of cigarette butts to 
construction debris - and even three HEB 
shopping carts. 

A great MWR lunch wrapped up things 
by noon, and more than 300 trash bags went 
to the dumpsters.

 One major lesson that everybody learned 
was how disappointing it is to clean up 
somebody else’s trash. 

In the spirit of Earth Day and Navy 
pride, I hope every year there is less and less 
to pick up.

Angels. As a division offi cer, why shouldn’t I 
have the same expectation of the people who 
work for me?

Why don’t I 
expect my staff 
to pay attention 
to the smallest 
of details. I have 
p e o p l e  w h o 
come to me with 
true life or death 
situations.

I must raise 
my own personal bar of efficiency and 
profi ciency in the details. 

Then it can trickle down to my staff and 
to those I serve and serve with. 

God is in the details and I must learn to 
be like the famous monk, Brother Lawrence, 
to do any and every task as if I was doing it 
for the Creator Himself.

Skipper’s Column

Chaplain’s Message

Editor’s Corner

Fasnacht

To all who organized and helped with the 
Air Show, I would like to thank you. It was a 
fabulous event that my kids greatly enjoyed. 

On Monday morning, my daughter was 
disappointed to learn that the Air Show was 
over and we would not be attending for the 
fourth day in a row.

The only draw back from the event is that 
I received a more than minor sunburn on my 
face and hair line. 

In Michigan, one never had to worry 
about applying SPF 5000 in the middle of 
April, but I was quickly reminded that I am 
not in Michigan anymore. 

My failure to pay attention to this detail 
has caused me great discomfort. 

As I was training to become a chaplain, 
I was reminded on more than one occasion to 
“pay attention to the details.”

Now that I am a chaplain with staff 
working for me, I have had to repeat the 
same standard Navy line, “Pay attention to 

Pay Attention to the Details
by Lt. j.g. Rob Fasnacht, Chaplain

the details.” 
The idiom, “the devil is in the details,” 

is actually a derivative of, “God is in the 
details.” It becomes a point of perspective.

For too long, I have wasted an unbeliev-
able amount of energy trying to ignore the 
details.

I was always a “measure once, cut twice” 
sort of guy. Now I am learning the importance 
to “measure twice and cut once.” 

I save myself and others around me time, 
money and resources when I don’t have to 
do simple tasks twice. I am learning to be 
effi cient. I am learning to pay attention to 
the details.

While the Blue Angels are flying in 
their diamond formation, every detail must 
be hyper-analyzed. Their lives and the lives 
of the spectators are at risk if they fail to pay 
attention to the smallest of particulars.

As a viewer of the Air Show, I expected 
nothing less than perfection from the Blue 

by Capt. Randy Pierson

Pierson

by Rod Hafemeister

Hafemeister

I  w a n t  t o 
thank everybody 
for showing real 
Navy spirit during 
the base cleanup 
April 20. 

On the day 
after the South 
Texas Shoot-Out 
Air Show, NAS 
Corpus Christi’s 
people proved 
their commitment 
to  the  Navy’s 
Earth Day theme 
by partnering to 

clean up our base and shoreline. 

Navy’s Earth Day 2009:
Partnering for the Planet

In addition to a scheduled FOD Walk-
down by squadron personnel, more than 
250 people from more than 20 commands 
volunteered to help, along with retirees and 
a City of Corpus Christi offi cial.

With Ground Electronics wake-up music 
in the background, NEX provided us with 
coffee and honey bun snacks, and the effort 
kicked off at 8:15 a.m. 

Divided into eight teams, everybody 
put on their sunscreen, hats and gloves, 
grabbed up industrial-sized trash bags and 
trash pickers, and scoured every part of the 
installation.

Don’t Panic
As I write 

this – one week 
into the swine 
flu scare and a 
week before you 
get to read it – I 
am reminded of 
the admonition 
on the cover of 
t h e  f i c t i o n a l 
H i t c h h i k e r s 
G u i d e  t o  t h e 
Galaxy: “DON’T 
PANIC.”

By now, we should have a better idea 
whether we are facing a serious pandemic 
(defi ned as, “An epidemic (a sudden outbreak) 
that becomes very widespread and affects a 
whole region, a continent, or the world”) or 
if the new H1N1 infl uenza strain is not as 
dangerous as feared.

We don’t have a story on it in this 
issue because, with our two-week schedule, 

whatever we print would be hopelessly out of 
date by the time you read it. 

We’ve posted a link on the Website 
to the CDC and will update the site if 
appropriate, but this is a case where the instant 
communications of television and the Internet 
will do a much better job of providing timely 
information.

But… make sure you activate your 
mental garbage fi lters. A quick scan of the 
blogs and discussion boards fi nds a lot of 
misinformation and outright balderdash out 
there.

And it’s not just folks on the “fringe” 
– there are countries out there banning pork 
products or destroying their livestock, despite 
the overwhelming assurances by medical 
experts that you cannot catch this bug by 
eating pork.

Locally, at least some folks appear to 
have hit the panic button early. My wife came 
home from the store and said there wasn’t a 
bottle of bleach or can of Lysol on the shelf 

– people were making a run on disinfectants 
the way they go for bottled water when a 
hurricane threatens.

But so far, the medical types have said the 
most important things you can do is 1) wash 
your hands well and often, and 2) stay home 
if you get sick, so you don’t spread it.

The big question – which may have been 
answered by now – is why people aren’t dying 
from it the way they have in Mexico.

I heard a radio interview with Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
at the National Institutes of Health. He 
suggested that it may turn out the death rate 
is actually very low everywhere – but that 
Mexico had a lot more people infected than 
they had realized, meaning more deaths even 
with a low death rate.

And remember, the CDC says that 
influenza of whatever type results in an 
average of 36,000 deaths (mostly from 

Editor continued on page 19
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The Navy accomplished something 
April 27 that the friends of Senior Chief 
Martin Barnholtz thought they’d never see 
– Barnholtz without something to say.

Minutes after having Master Chief Petty 
Offi cer anchors pinned on his collar, Barnholtz 
drew applause and laughs when he said, “For 
the fi rst time, I think I’m speechless.”

But he quickly recovered, with advice to 
Sailors coming up behind him.

“Always take the hard jobs, the 
challenging jobs,” he said. “Even if you 
don’t think it’s challenging, always do your 
best at it.

“Always do your best at everything and 
you will be recognized for what you do.” 

Barnholtz was born on Jan. 29, 1968 in 
St. Louis Missouri. He graduated high school 
in 1986, joined the Navy in February 1987 and 
completed ET A school in Great Lakes, Ill., 
in September 1988. 

His duty stations have included the 
USS White Plains, Naval Computers and 
Tele-communications Area Master Station 
WESTPAC (Guam), Service Schools 
Command Great Lakes ET “A” School, USS 
Inchon, USS John F. Kennedy, and two tours 
at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. 

After completing two years of his second 
tour aboard NASCC he volunteered for an 
Individual Augmentation tour to Afghanistan 
and returned in November.  

Marty Barnholtz surprised with advancement to Master Chief

NASCC Command Master Chief Pat Flavin (l.) and C.O. Capt. Randy Pierson (r.) show off 
the Master Chief anchors they just pinned on former Senior Chief Martin Barnholtz.

by Rod Hafemeister

  His personal awards 
include the Meritorious 
Serv ice  Medal ,  Navy 
a n d  M a r i n e  C o r p s 
Commendat ion Medal 
(three awards), Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal (four awards), and 
Army Achievement Medal.

The advancement to 
the Navy’s top enlisted rank 
was a surprise, Barnholtz 
admitted – made more 
so by the sudden way it 
happened.

The Master Chief list 
came out that morning, 
and Barnholtz was the only 
Senior Chief at NASCC to 
make the list.

Word went  out  to 
assemble his fellow Chiefs 
and friends and co-workers. 
A n d  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n , 
C o m m a n d i n g  O ff i c e r 
Capt. Randy Pierson and 
Command Master Chief 
Pat Flavin pinned the new 
anchors on Barnholtz in front of NASCC 
headquarters.

Flavin reminded those assembled that, by 
law, only 1 percent of the enlisted force can 

be Master Chiefs.
“If you want to know how to reach Master 

Chief, look at Marty Barnholtz’s record – look 
at what he did,” Flavin said.

Navywide, 396 of 3,329 board-eligible 
active-duty Senior Chiefs were advanced 
to Master Chief in this year’s advancement 
cycle.

Photo by Bob Torres

5544 Kostoryz Road
Corpus Christi, Texas 78415

VA
Approved

361-814-5438

Get in the driver’s seat,
with money to spare.

*Annual Percentage Rate. Current rates range from 3.5% to 10.5%, based on creditworthiness and product, so your rate may differ. Military
special available effective October 1, 2008, is a limited time offer, and may expire at any time. Applications accepted at the branch and by
phone only. Payment example: $20,000 auto loan for 36 months at 4.750% APR, monthly payment of $598.51. This credit union is federally
insured by the National Credit Union Administration. Copyright © 2009 Navy Federal NFCU 11123 (2-09)

Active duty, get a ¼% APR* discount on
auto loans! New, used or refinance from
another lender.

� GAP insurance as low as $249
� Fast pre-approvals
� Some of the best rates around
� Major buying power

Not a member? Join today!
Serving Army, Marine Corps, Navy
and Air Force active duty, retired,
reserve, National Guard, DoD civilians
and their families.

1-888-842-6328
navyfederal.org

undercoat thinned out, allowing your pet to 
stay cooler. 

If you do decide to shave your animals, 
do not shave them too short. Remember that 
their hair coat provides them protection from 
the sun (animals can get sunburns, too) and 
when laying on hot 
surfaces.

White animals 
do not have enough 
color pigment to 
protect their skin 
and thus can easily 
develop skin cancer 
just like people. 
Apply sunscreen to a white dog or cat on their 
nose and ears tips.

You should try to keep pets indoors, in the 
air conditioning. If they are left outside, you 
should provide shelter for them from the sun 
and hot weather, such as a dog house. 

When going to the beach or park for 
the day you should leave your pet at home, 
unless you can bring shade and plenty of 
fresh water. 

Avoid leaving a pet under a tree. The 
tree’s shade will rapidly disappear as the sun 
moves across the sky. 

And NEVER leave your pet in a parked 
car. Even a car parked in the shade with 
partially opened windows can become a 
furnace. On an 80-degree day, the inside 
of your car can reach 120 degrees within 
minutes. No pet can survive that heat. 

Next time you decide to take Scruffy to 
the beach with the family remember how hot 
it really is out there. Your pets would rather 
lie on the couch and watch Animal Planet 
all day. 

If they are going to be outside in the yard 
don’t forget the shade and plenty of water. 
Your pets will love you even more for it.

You can imagine yourself sitting in a 
lounge chair, watching the waves, and sipping 
a cool drink. While you are kicking back and 
enjoying the hot weather, you might want 
to give a few thoughts to your four-footed 
friends.

They really don’t see what all the fuss 
is about. As far as your pets are concerned, 
summer time is hot weather, hot cars, and 
long, anxious stays in kennels while you are 
away on vacation. 

We are in South Texas, where the 
summers last about seven months. 

The weather is overwhelming to us at 
times – so imagine what it is like for your 
animals.

Dogs and cats do not sweat; they only 
cool off by panting. As soon as the outside 
temperature reaches the dog’s internal 
temperature of about 101.5 degrees, panting 
no longer works to cool the animal. 

So, dogs and cats rapidly overheat on 
summer days. 

Our furry friends show many different 
signs of trouble when they become overheated. 
Initial signs include rapid breathing or 
panting, rapid heart and pulse rates, weak 
pulse, pale or red gums. 

It progresses to dry gums, excess 
salivation, decreased alertness, coma, seizures, 
weakness, vomiting, diarrhea, and bleeding 
– and heat stroke. 

Heat stroke can lead to organ damage 
of the brain, heart, liver, and kidneys, and 
even death. 

That brings us to our next big question, 
should owners shave their animals during the 
summer months? Well, the jury is still out on 
that matter in veterinary circles. 

You should defi nitely ensure that your 
pet’s coat is clean and well brushed at 
all times. This will help keep the heavier 

Protect your pets in summer heat
by Shauna Moyer, Animal Health Aid, U.S. Army Veterinary Treatment Facility

WASHINGTON – The Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) announced May 1 that 
Veterans can begin submitting applications 
on-line for the Post-9/11 GI Bill.

“There is no better investment than 
education,” said Tammy Duckworth, VA’s 
assistant secretary for public and intergov-
ernmental affairs. “The Post-9/11 GI Bill 
will provide new opportunities that are 
essential to our Veterans, our workforce and 
our economy.”

Veterans, service members, reservists 
and National Guard members with active 
duty since Sept. 10, 2001, may be eligible 
for this benefi t. Veterans will remain eligible 
for benefi ts for 15 years from the date of last 
discharge or release from a period of active 
duty of at least 90 continuous days. 

Eligible applicants must have served for 
an aggregate period of at least 90 days since 
Sept. 10, 2001, or served at least 30 continu-
ous days on active duty since Sept. 10, 2001, 
and received a discharge for disability. 

Benefit payment rates range from 40 
percent of the maximum benefi t for a person 
with at least 90 days, but less than six months 

of aggregate service and up to 100 percent of 
the benefi t for people with at least 36 months 
of aggregate service or 30 continuous days 
and a discharge due to a service connected 
disability. 

Prospective beneficiaries may apply 
on-line through the GI Bill Web site at www.
GIBILL.VA.gov.

Qualifi ed Veterans will receive a “Cer-
tifi cation of Eligibility” as well as additional 
information regarding benefits they may 
qualify for under the Post-9/11 GI Bill, which 
will become effective on Aug. 1, 2009.

The Post-9/11 GI Bill, passed by Con-
gress last year, is the most extensive educa-
tional assistance program authorized since the 
original GI Bill was signed into law in 1944. 
It provides eligible applicants with tuition 
payments to assist them in getting a college 
education. For many participants, it also 
provides a housing allowance and a stipend 
for books and supplies. 

Information about the new program and 
VA’s other educational benefi ts can be ob-
tained through www.GIBILL.VA.gov or by 
calling 1-888-GIBILL1 (1-888-442-4551).

VA taking applications for new GI Bill Benefi ts



May 07, 2009	  Wingspan          Wingspan	 May 07, 2009    4 25

Thrifts & Gifts
Catholic Thrift Store

9902 S.P.I.D. - Flour Bluff
(previous Goodwill location)

361-937-1197

Store Hours:
MON - TUES 
10-5 PM
WED - 10-6 PM
THURS - SAT 
10-5 PM

Come Buy & Visit or check the  
website at www.thrifts and gifts.org.

2 7/16” x 2 3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir. Corpus Christi, Tx 854-2278
2150 W. Wheeler Aransas Pass, Tx 758-5199

114 Lang Rd. Portland, Tx  643-8243

www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

1811 Broadway (aka Fulton Beach Rd.) Rockport, Tx 729-8777

Humpal
Physical
Therapy
& Sports
Medicine
Centers

(also located in Calallen & Alice)

We Proudly Support Our Military!

Pre-school to Adult
Beginners thru Advanced

Piano
Lessons
992-6517

Country Club
Staples/Saratoga/Everhart

With

Mrs.Ronnie 
Gerberich
National Music Teachers Assoc.
University of Rochester BA

Structural Integrity Program Keeps Pave Hawks in the Air
by Brigitte Rodriguez, CCAD Public Affairs

John Adams (right), Director of Aircraft Sustainment for U.S. Air Force Special 
Operations Forces and Combat Search and Rescue, addresses the Corpus Christ 
Army Depot artisans involved and talks about the importance of the Pave Hawk 
Structural Integrity Pilot Program to the Combat Search and Rescue effort. 
Wayne Duffy, CCAD Air Force Liaison instrumental in coordinating the project, 
listens. Photo by Ed Mickley, CCAD Public Affairs

Air Force Combat Search and Rescue 
helicopters continue to save lives, thanks to 
structural upgrades by the Corpus Christi 
Army Depot.

The fi rst HH-60G Pave Hawk to receive 
the upgrade rolled out of CCAD during a 
special ceremony April 7.

The Director of Aircraft Sustainment for 
U.S. Air Force Special Operations Forces and 
Combat Search and Rescue, John Adams, was 
at the depot to accept the prototype Structural 
Integrity Pilot Program Pave Hawk presented 
to the Air Force.

“These are special aircraft,” said Wayne 
Duffy, CCAD Air Force Liaison. “Their 
mission is combat search-and-rescue. They 
go in to rescue airmen and wounded (service-
members). If necessary, they can fi ght their 
way in and fi ght their way out.”

Because the future of the next Combat 
Search and Rescue project to replace the 
HH-60G fl eet, CSAR-X, is awaiting results of 
the Quadrennial Defense Review, this small 
fl eet of 101 Pave Hawks will have to extend 
their service life and workload.

“There’s no longer a timeline for when 
we’ll actually replace the HH-60 and get a 
new platform so that’s why this SIP is all the 
more important,” Duffy said.

“We’re going to have to extend the 
lifetime of this aircraft.”

SIP is designed to prolong the life of the 
aircraft through a structural upgrade that either 

replaces or modifi es parts on the airframe. 
“Basically, we do 100 percent replace-

ment of structure integrity of this aircraft 
to make it last another 10 years or so,” said 
Daniel Prado, Depot Production Manager. 

Pave Hawks are highly modifi ed versions 
of the Army Black Hawk helicopter. The in-
fl ight refueling probe is a noticeable addition 
to the Pave Hawk. Not so apparent is the 
upgraded communications and navigation 
suite.

These differences require special attention 
when being modifi ed. 

The program is not new to CCAD; 
structural  integri ty improvement is 
implemented on other product lines. For 
example, the A2A Black Hawks go through a 
process which accomplishes similar goals. 

Pave Hawks, however, could not use an 
identical process. Instead, a new process for 
modifi cation was engineered due to differ-
ences in part and airframe design. 

A part which fi t perfectly on a Black 
Hawk, for instance, would not fi t on the Pave 
Hawk because of its fuel probe. 

CCAD’s team of professionals went in 
and fashioned the modifi cation, developing 
new tools to get the job done.

Support for the program continues to 
increase. Recently, the program received 
money for a new structure fi xture that will 
decrease work-in-progress time during 
several phases of the program with alignment 

and installation.
Dedicated CCAD artisans have been 

modifying and repairing airframes on HH-
60G Pave Hawk helicopters in the program 
since May 2008. 

During his visit, Adams thanked all those 
involved for their efforts. 

“We would like to thank you for what 

you do every day, turning out about 20 Pave 
Hawks a year to keep us safe and sound and 
to keep those missions going,” he said.

Prado applauded the crew.
“I’m blessed that I have the talent that 

I have right now with these guys,” he said. 
“They applied themselves and they did real 
well on it. They’re pretty innovative folks.”

Classifieds start on 
page 16

South  Texas  Mi l i tary 
Housing Spring Cleanout

South Texas Military Housing is 
proud to announce the second annual 
Spring Cleanout 2009.

This is a base-wide residential 
rummage sale, with more than 60 families 
participating throughout the base. 

The Spring Cleanout is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 9 between 8 a.m. and 
noon.

The Coastal Bend Blood Center truck 
will be in our parking lot, too.

The Public is welcome to come 
and shop around for the best bargains 
anywhere.

Look for Flyers that will be handed 
out at the South Texas Military Housing 
Offi ce and at base locations such as the 
Exchange and the MWR Offi ces. 

Or call the Housing office at: 
361-937-0190.

Overall, the credit goes to the 67 personnel 
who work for him, Morris said.

“We have a great team of highly 
motivated personnel who are solidly behind 
a shared vision and willing to go the extra 
mile,” he said. “We also submitted and were 
highly competitive in the Fire Prevention, 
Fire Offi cer (AFC Mark Weil) and Firefi ghter 
(Capt. Joel Davis) awards categories.

“I am confi dent that these submissions, 
while not selected, did tip the balance in our 
favor in being recognized as Fire Department 
of the Year.”

The awards submission also stated that  
the “First Preventers” of the Fire Prevention 
Division executed 100 percent of the more 
than 650 required quarterly, annual and 
special facility fi re inspections and drills, 
issued 849 hazardous operation permits, 
investigated eight loss-fi res, trained 155 Fire 
Wardens, and delivered high-yield public 
education to more than 7,000 personnel.

And the Training Division readied 68 
professional fi refi ghters for battle through 
more than 36,000 man-hours “of expertly 
planned and executed in-service and formal 
training,” including airfi eld, structural live-
fi re, confi ned-space and rescue training.  

And while awards are nice, the real 
benefit comes from the recognition that 
department manages its resources and people 
effi ciently and effectively, Morris said.

“I see what is happening in other places,” 
he said. “And then I look around here and I see 
$1.5 million in new fi re trucks and a recently 
completed $880,000 training facility.

“We also have the upcoming replacement 
of a badly deteriorated fi re station at Cabaniss 
to improve quality of life, cutting edge 
technology and seemingly never-ending 
advanced training.

“I see all that, and I know that we have 
received the much needed visibility that, 
bottom line, means resources come to us.” 

Fire continued from page 1
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Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio Pools Open - Register for Swim Lessons

Bayside Pool is scheduled to open on 
May 16! Bayside pool family recreation has 
a water slide and baby pool. 

Hours of operation are:
• Monday – Friday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
• Saturday  12 p.m.- 6 p.m.
• Sunday  1 p.m.- 6 p.m.

The Oasis Pool is open for lap swim 
only.

Hours of operation are:
• Monday – Friday 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 4 

p.m.- 6 p.m.
• Saturday & Sunday 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Registration 
for swimming les-
sons, pool parties, 
and pool passes 
will be May 11 
through May 15 
for active duty, 
reservists, retirees 
and their family 
members;  May 
18 through May 
22 for DoD and 
contractors, 4 to 6 p.m. at Bayside Pool. Swim 
lessons are available at $25 each person per 
class. For more information, call Earl Olsen 
at 961-3260.

New Hours for the Child Development 
Center

Beginning May 18, the Child Develop-
ment Center will change hours of operation.

The new hours of operation will be:
Monday through Friday - 5:30 a.m. – 6p.m.

For more information, please call the 
CDC at 961-1165.

Ceramic Kids Summer Camp

Kids are invited to join in on the fun with 
the Ceramic Kids Summer Camp. 

This event will be held every Wednesday 
from June through August until school 
starts.

Kids will learn the art of ceramics from 
pouring of molds, to a fi nished piece. 

POC is Clarice Bookamer, owner of 
Clarice’s Creations and award winning 
artist.

Please call her at 961-2459 to register 
for the Ceramic Kids Camp or for more 
information.

Summer Camp 2009

Registration for Summer Camp begins 
May 1st. 

Come join the Youth Activities Center 
as they “Catch the Magic” this Summer in 
arts & crafts, games, fi eld trips, swimming, 
science projects, theater, sports, library visits, 
and much more. 

MWR updates for Spring and Summer
Breakfast and an afternoon snack are 

included. Weekly fees are based upon total 
family income. 

For more information, please call 
961-2355.

MWR Open Golf Tournament

The MWR Open will be held on Friday, 
May 22, at the Gulf Winds Golf Course. 

This tournament is open to all hands; it 
will be a four-man scramble format with a 
shotgun start at 9 a.m. 

Team meeting begins at 8:30 a.m. 
Come enjoy prizes, food, and great fun! 

Entry fee is $25 per person and includes green 
fees, cart fees and lunch. 

Registration deadline is Wednesday, 
May 20. 

Call the GWGC at 961-3250 for ad-
ditional information.

2009 Armed Forces Kids Run

Registration is going on now for the 2009 
Armed Forces Kids Run. 

Race day is Saturday, May 30th at 
8a.m.

Ages 4-14 are welcome to join. 
Participants will receive a free t-shirt, 

along with snow cones, and lots of after race 
festivities.

For more information, please call the 
Youth Activities Center at 961-2355.
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THE HOLIDAYS
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Anne Waters
Your Personal  

Cruise Specialist
Corpus Christi, TX

(361) 949-1011 
 (877) 775-7245 (SAIL)

Prices per person, double occupancy; port charges included; gov’t fees & taxes and fuel additional limited avail-
ability. Prices shown are min. fares for select departure dates. Not responsible for last minute changes of price 
or itinerary by cruise line, or any errors or omissions in the content of this ad. Some restrictions and cancellation 
penalties may apply. Additional fees may apply. Ships’ Registry: Bahamas, United States, Netherlands, CA 
2006278-40, FLST 35829, IA 655, WA 601698664, NV 2005-0073, 2008© CruiseOne
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7-night Western Caribbean  
New Year’s Celebration
Roundtrip from Galveston, Tx
Royal Caribbean Voyager of the Seas 
12/27/2009

7-night Eastern Caribbean Christmas
Roundtrip from Ft. Lauderdale, Fl
Emerald Princess  12/20/2009

awaters@cruiseone.com  
www.grrr8cruises.com

www.cruiseone.com/awaters

7-night Western Caribbean  
New Year’s Celebration
Roundtrip from Galveston, Tx
Carnival Conquest   12/27/2009

7-night Eastern Caribbean Christmas
Roundtrip from Ft. Lauderdale, Fl
Holland America Line 12/20/2009

from $1219 from $1069

from $1199 from $899

Visit my website and enter to WIN 
a free Cruise. Enroll in our ESavers 
Newsletter and you could WIN!

We know what it means to serve.®

“How many motorcycles have you seen 
today?”

That’s the theme for May, Motorcycle 
Awareness Month, said Dan Miller, motor-
cycle safety instructor for Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi.

Although you can ride motorcycles 
year-round in South Texas, there’s a defi nite 
increase in bikes on the road when the weather 
turns warm.

And the idea is to remind both riders and 
car and truck drivers that they share the road, 
Miller said.

“I’ve identifi ed more than 300 motorcycle 
riders here on NAS Corpus Christi, and 
I honestly haven’t been able to identify 
everyone yet – I’ve still got commands 
coming in with their lists,” he said.

All motorcyclists who ride on a Navy 
installation are required to pass an approved 
motorcycle safety course and wear appropri-
ate protective equipment, including boots, 
gloves, helmet and refl ective material.

“From what I understand, all insurance 
companies give you a discount if you’ve had 
some kind of motorcycle training, so that’s 
another reason to get it,” Miller said.

Since Oct. 1, the beginning of the fi scal 
year, Miller has trained more than 100 
riders: 17 in the Basic Rider Course, 49 in 
the Experienced Rider Course and 38 in the 
Military Sportbike Rider Course.

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month — ‘Share the Road’
Story and photos by Rod Hafemeister

Motorcyclists taking the Experienced Rider Course on the training range along 
the seawall. Training in at  least one of the three courses is mandatory for anyone 
riding on a Navy installation. Training in each of the three motorcycle courses is 
free for all active duty, reserve and retired military members and their dependants 
and government civilian employees. Eligible riders can sign up for a training 
course online at: www.navymotorcyclerider.com

The NASCC Navy Exchange is now 
carrying approved helmets and 
refl ective vests for motorcyclists.

Free Lap-Band® Seminar

Schedule A Personal Consultation Today!
Please call to RSVP: 361-985-9500

Saturday, May 23rd
2222 Morgan, Suite 110

10:00 am-11:00 am

Monday, May 18th, 
June 1st, June 15th

4601 Corona @YMCA
6:30-7:30 pm

Seminar hosted by
Dr. Glenn A. Griffin

http://www.navymotorcyclerider.com


May 07, 2009	  Wingspan          Wingspan	 May 07, 2009    6 23
C
M
Y
K

Dining    •    Entertainment    •    Events

Important Changes
 

On May 25th, 2009 the Corpus 
Christi Regional Transportation 
Authority will implement signifi-
cant changes to (15) fifteen routes 
and insert (2) new routes for more 
effective service. The RTA would 
like new and current riders to be 
aware of the significant changes 
and how it may affect their travel.

RTA will be offering Public Ed-
ucation meetings at various loca-
tions around town over the month 
of April and May. If you would 
like an RTA representative to host 
a group presentation or drop off 
information to your school, office 
or organization please call the RTA 
Customer Care Center at 361-883-
2287.
 
Route 2 Hillcrest + Sunday Svc Change
Route 4 Flour Bluff Mini B
Route 5 Alameda/NAS
Route 6 Santa Fe/Malls
Route 8 Flour Bluff/Malls (NEW) + 
Sunday Svc Change
Route 12 Hillcrest/Saxet/Oak Park
Route 16 Agnes/Ruth
Route 17 Carroll/Southside
Route 21 Arboleda + Sunday Svc Change
Route 26 Airline/Malls Connector
Route 27X Robstown/Calallen Express

(NEW)
Route 29 Staples + Sunday Svc Change
Route 31 McArdle/Malls
Route 32 Southside Mini B
Route 37 Crosstown
Route 66 TAMUCC Connector
Route 78 CC Beach Connector

EST. 1949

HOWARD’S

FARMHOUSE BBQ 
& 

CATERING

HOURS:
11 - 3 - Monday - Saturday 

“Best Dang  
Bar-B-Q In Texas!”

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★

15370 S. Padre Island Dr. 
(Just past Whitecap Blvd.)

361-949-7737

Free Delivery on Padre 
Island after 5pm

Island Italian
Restaurant

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Live Music - Thur-Sat

Specializing in Fine Italian Cuisine
Proudly serving Padre Island  
and our military for 22 years!

Mon-Thur 11-9:30 
Fri-Sat 11-10 
Sun 5-9:30

A cut above 
the rest

As an old-fashioned butcher 
shop, we specialize in customer 
service with the finest selection 

of meats. Smoked and fresh 
sausages made here.

SPECIAL ORDERS CALL 
361-992-6512

T. M Moody’s Quality Meats

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-6:30    
Sat. 8:00-6:00  
Closed Sunday

4703 S. Alameda at Airline
(Meadowbrook Shopping Center)

Corpus Christi

 

PIZZA STATE
Check us out at www.pizzastate.com

6133 Ennis Joslin Road
(Corner of Ennis Joslin & Ocean Dr)

993-3283

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!!!!

OPEN
DAILY

Sun thru Thurs 11am to 10pm 
Fri and Sat 11am to 11pm

We love to meet anyone who is  
interested in having some great  

pizza in a fun atmosphere.  
Dine-In, Carry-out or Delivery*,  

we can't wait to take care of you!
*Delivery not valid on Military Appreciation 
Day. Valid DoD ID required at time of order.

EVERY Tuesday 

Area Navy Marine Corps Relief Society honors volunteers

The Navy Marine Corps Relief Society held its annual Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on April 24, recognizing volunteers from Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, 
Naval Air Station Kingsville and Naval Station Ingleside. Pictured, in alphabetical order, are: Sara Conner, Barbara Day, Cmdr. Bryce Gibb, Tammy Hoyt, Susan 
Lacey, Cmdr. Bruce Lankford, Lisa Lankford, Carol McDermott, Kathleen Newman, Tambi Parker, Capt. Randy Pierson, Sherri Pierson, Amy Pincelli, Martha 
Price, Susan Price, Nanci Pruter, Capt. Leland Taylor, Chief Thomas Taylor, Senior Chief Dewite Wehrman and Lynda Wood. Photo by Bob Torres

5017 Saratoga Blvd.
 Between Staples & Everhart

in Regal Plaza
Corpus Christi, TX 78413

361-992-7272(Papa)
WWW.PAPAMURPHYS.COM

Handmade…
Homebaked…

Voted America’s Best Pizza 
Chain 6 years in a row

Home of the  
Tax-Free Pizza

EBT/Lone Star  
Card Accepted

WE OFFER MILITARY DISCOUNT
Military receives 15% discount 

off regular price menu items on 
every pizza and food item with Military ID.

Fresh From 
YOUR Oven

Made fresh daily in our house,  
Baked when and how  

you like it in YOUR home
Phone 
ahead!
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TASTE-TEST SPECIAL  
ONE MEDIUM  

ONE-TOPPING PIZZA
ONLY $899

Dine in or Carry Out
Ask about our Military Special

14493 S.P.I.D.
949-0787

FREE Delivery on the Island
Daily: 11 am to 10 pmBring in or mention ad. Expires 6/30/09

“The Place for Italian Food  
in Corpus Christi”

See our menu and wine list at www.lucianositalian.com

Lunch:	 Monday-Friday
	 11:15 - 1:45 pm 
Dinner:	Monday-Saturday
	 5:15 pm to 9:45 pm

1821 S. Alameda St.
Corpus Christi, TX 78404

361-882-3191

Luciano’s Italian Restaurant
 

Dining    •    Entertainment    •    Events

Visit us on the web  
www.gourmetbrowniekitchen.com

1220 Airline #155 • Corpus Christi
361-992-4300 Fax 361-992-4301

Tues-Sat 10 am to 5 pm

Incredibly delicious,  
distinctive and habit forming

Party Trays  
Nationwide Shipping  
Local Delivery

Military  
DISCOUNT

With DoD I.D.

The ultimate  
chocolate experience!

Monday – Thursday  
11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

   Friday – Saturday 
11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

6646 S Staples, Suite 122
Corpus Christi, Texas 78413
Catering & Delivery Available
(361) 993-6100  •  Fax (361) 993-6102

Come let us take your taste buds on a journey you will never forget!
Featuring homemade pasta, steaks, chicken and desserts

 

 

 

Mediterranean Cuisine 

Come let us take your taste buds on a journey you will never forget! 

 

6646 S Staples, Suite 122 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78413 

Phone: (361) 993 6100 Fax: (361) 993 6102 

Catering & Delivery Available! 
 

 

 

Mediterranean Cuisine 

Come let us take your taste buds on a journey you will never forget! 

 

6646 S Staples, Suite 122 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78413 

Phone: (361) 993 6100 Fax: (361) 993 6102 

Catering & Delivery Available! 

keep
jamming 
24/7

Mobile 
Music 
download and 
manage your
music right
on your phone

mycricket.com/music
© 2009 Cricket Communications, Inc. 2450Q OR 4/09

motorola
hint™QA30
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10514 S.P.I.D.
Corpus Christi

361-WE-STORE
harborcenter@att.net

•	Climate Controlled Units

•	Computerized Gate  

Access 7 days a week

•	Electronic Security  

Systems
•	Fenced & Well Lighted

•	Video Surveillance

•	We Sell Boxes & Supplies

Mini Office and Warehouse

S P I D

Flour Bluff
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W
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n 
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The Harbor
C e n t e rP

NAS Dr.
358

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

Recommended Service

CLASSIFIEDS 
SERVICES

CITRUS SOLUTION 
Carpet Cleaning …

Cleans Better, Dries Faster, Stays 
Cleaner Longer and Smells Great!
Call us TODAY at 361-737-3069 to 

make your appointment. 
www.OrangeGuy.info

The United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., 
meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 
11am at the Silverado Smokehouse on Weber.  
Contact: SubVetBobby@gmail.com or (361) 
876-0042.

ISE is looking for host families to host our 
foreign exchange students. If you would like 
to know more information about hosting one of 
our students contact the area representative at 
(361) 563-8354 or check out our website at www.
culturalexchange.us

U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary “About Boating 
Safety Class.”  May 16th and June 8th. This 
full day course covers basics of boating and 
boating safety.  Great introductory course. $45 
fee includes materials, classroom instruction 
and hands on demonstrations. Contact Monica 
Walker at 361-658-1394 for more information.

Parkinson monthly support group meets 
at the YWCA on the last Saturday of each 
month. Reservations are not required, but if 
anyone needs further information, we can be 
contacted at 949-7719. 

Retired Army military patch collector in Corpus 
Christi interested in trading military shoulder 
patches with other collectors. Call 361-850-7953 
or email hpillsbury@grandecom.net.

notices

HOW TO Place your  
PAID CLASSIFIED AD

All business ads are Commercial/Paid Classified ads 
i.e. FOR RENT, SERVICES etc. ALL ads  
placed by individuals who are not active  

or retired military are PAID ads.

PLACE YOUR PAID CLASSIFIED
IN THE 05/21/09 ISSUE OF WINGSPAN
Your ad will run for two issues. 40 words or less.
Mail your ad and a check for $45 (for two issues)

To:     D. J. Young Publishing • P. O. Box 3100
Corpus Christi, TX   78463-3100

Or email to:  wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com
Call 361-814-0866 with your credit card number.

(deadline 05/16/09 for receipt of copy and payment) 

PENSACOLA, Fla. – Whether it’s 
searching a Dhow in the Persian Gulf for 
hidden weapons, or boarding and inspecting 
a suspected pirate mothership off the coast 
of Somalia, Visit, Board, Search and Seizure 
(VBSS) teams are playing an important part in 
the Navy’s 21st century Maritime Strategy.

Managed by the Center for Security 
Forces (CENSECFOR) in Norfolk, Va., for-
mal VBSS training was created following the 
fi rst Gulf War in 1990 as a way to standardize 
and continue the Maritime Interception 
Operations introduced there as a result of 
U.N. Resolutions.

“The course was designed to standardize 
what was previously done through on-the-job 
training and passdown,” said Kurt Martin, 
Anti-Terrorism Program Manager for CEN-
SECFOR. “We introduced the curriculum in 
1998 and updated it in 2005 to refl ect what the 
teams would be facing in the fl eet.”

Initial VBSS skills training is delivered 
by CENSECFOR at four locations: Chesa-
peake, Va., Mayport, Fla., San Diego, Calif., 
and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The initial training 
continuum includes three courses lasting a 
total of eight weeks, with some team members 
receiving additional follow-on training. Skills 
taught in the VBSS courses include tactical 
movement and shooting, defensive tactics, 
repelling, searching and other team skills.

The center’s training covers both VBSS 
Level I, which focuses on ships that comply 
with the instructions of the inspection team, 
and Level II, which addresses the tactics used 
to board vessels that are non-compliant. Level 
II ships have freeboard (the distance between 
the waterline and the main deck of the ship) of 
25 feet or less above the water. Non-compli-
ant vessels that have greater than 25 feet of 
freeboard, or that are actively opposing the 
boarding, are handled by teams of Special 
Operations Forces (SOF). 

VBSS: Evolving with the mission 
by Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs

Cmdr. Steve Murphy, commanding 
officer of USS Mahan (DDG 72), is cur-
rently operating as part of Combined Task 
Force (CTF) 151, a multi-national task force 
conducting counter-piracy operations in the 
Gulf of Aden. 

“Time and again on this deployment, 
the investment in training of my VBSS 
team has paid off,” said Murphy. “Whether 
in support of the counter-narcotics mission 
or our new, more aggressive approach to 
stopping piracy, extensive training and the 
teamwork and principles of risk management 
that it has instilled has resulted in safe mission 
accomplishment.”

 Although anti-piracy operations are 
getting the lion’s share of the news coverage, 
Martin notes that VBSS teams are not specifi -
cally trained for an anti-piracy mission. 

“You won’t fi nd the term ‘anti-piracy’ 
in any of the CENSECFOR VBSS training 

curriculum,” he said. “The fact that the ships 
depend on the VBSS teams is a by-product 
of the cohesive unit that forms, and their 
ability to deliver the team via Rigid-Hulled 
Infl atable Boats (RHIBs), board vessels and, 
if necessary, defend themselves should the 
situation arise. VBSS teams are on Navy ships 
throughout the world 24/7, keeping the bad 
guys from smuggling everything from guns 
to cocaine.” 

“VBSS teams are an all-volunteer force, 
and generally consist of young, athletic 
Sailors that are gung-ho,” said Senior Chief 
Boatswain’s Mate (SW) Michael Edwards, 
training and readiness action officer for 
Commander, Naval Surface Force Atlantic. 
“It’s an intense program that is challenging 
to complete, but the experience and results 
are worth it. The missions are interesting and 
varied; as a VBSS team member afl oat, life 
is never dull.”

Lt. j.g. Lawrence Heyworth, a boarding offi cer for the guided-missile destroyer 
USS Chung-Hoon (DDG 93) VBSS team, climbs a ladder to board the 
decommissioned amphibious transport dock EX-Duluth (LPD 6) during training 
at Naval Station Pearl Harbor.    U.S. Navy photo by MC1 James E. Foehl
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of doing Business!

 361-814-0866
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Corpus Christi Army Depot employees had a great time getting their hands dirty 
for Arbor Day, April 24. They planted a Hibiscus with bright yellow blooms in 
the Depot’s Building 8 atrium.(l-r) Erica Webb, Manny Ruiz-Vasquez, Lynn 
Gomez, Marissa Arredondo, Tracey Busby, Sgt. Maj. Charles Beckman.

CCAD celebrates Arbor Day

Photo by Ed Mickley, CCAD Public Affairs.
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CLAIM YOUR FUTURE AT 
SAINT LEO UNIVERSITY

EARN YOUR
DEGREE

• Associate’s and Bachelor’s degree programs

• Master’s degree programs (online)

• Open to both military and civilian students

• Flexibility designed for working adults 

• Online and classroom programs

• VA benefits/GI Bill for eligible veterans

CLASSES FORMING NOW.
Call Today for More Information.

What you need for where you’re going.
Founded in 1889

NAS Corpus Christi Office
Building 1731, Room #206

(361) 937-1452 • www.saintleo.edu

Consumers Digest magazine ranked SLU 
in the nation’s top five best values in 

private colleges and universities.

DEGREES OFFERED

Associate of Arts

•	 Liberal	Arts

•	 Business	Administration

Bachelor of Arts

•	Business	Administration	with		

specialization	in

  – Management

  – Technology Management

•	Criminal	Justice

•	Entrepreneurship	and	

Family	Business

•	Human	Resource	Management

Bachelor of Science Degree

•	Computer	Information	Systems	

Certification

•	Homeland	Security
Saint Leo University admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.

Saint Leo University is a proven leader in 
adult education for more than 35 years.

 

Charles C. Smith
Attorney at Law

Former Judge Advocate US Navy

• Personal Injury
• Car Accidents
• Divorce
• Bankruptcy 7 - 13
• Child Custody
• Merit System Protection Board
• Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., Suite A-101 • CORpus Christi  
(361) 937-5513  •  Toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly

William A. Thau III, P.C.

24/7  Wingspan on line at 
www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi

Scroll down to the Wingspan Logo

classified
Vehicles for sale

FOR SALE: 1965 VW BUG Runs great. Ex-
tremely clean! $5500 OBO. 361-244-1840.

FOR SALE: 2007 C-230 Mercedes Benz 
Sport Sedan, 22,500 original miles, one owner 
must see asking $27,800 call 765-9995.

FOR SALE: 22’ Columbia Sailboat, great sail-
ing, fixed keel, excellent sails, sleeps 4, portable 
head, closed cockpit and open cockpit. Ready 
for spring sailing, uses outboard engine. $1265 
or OBO, call (361) 813-9353 or (361) 548-3000.

FOR SALE: 2001 Mustang, GT, Convertible - 
$7875, Excellent, automatic, white exterior, tan 
leather interior and top. Traction Lock, power 
windows – doors – seats - locks, AM/FM CD cas-
sette Premium Sound, A/C, tilt, cruise - 64,230 
miles. No rust or body damage, $7875 or OBO, 
call (361) 813-9353 or (361) 548-3000.

For sale: 2005 Pontiac Montana Van Approx. 
48,000 miles.  Silver.  Fully loaded with all elec-
tric windows, seats, doors, leather interior, dvd 
sytem, chrome rims and more!  Asking 10,500. 
All offers considered. Teresa in Portland, TX 
(434) 509-8957.

Experienced Dental Assistant
Experienced RDA (Dental Asst.) needed for 
busy oral surgery and implant office. Benefits, 
competitive salary, bonuses, and IRA SEP Plan 
provided. Must have 2-10 yrs’ experience. Fax: 
361-387-4023, or 361-857-6201.

help wanted

Office / Clerical Position. Fast-paced office 
person capable of multi-tasking: answering 
phones, taking orders, typing, computer knowl-
edge. Must be dependable, hard worker. Must 
write clearly. Must have A/P experience. Must 
have pleasant phone and people skills. Must like 
animals. No cell phones. No perfume. Mon-Sat 
6 am – 2 pm. Email resume to mtnmedicinal@
yahoo.com

SALON & Spa needs a
· shampoo tech      · licensed stylist
Part time, must work Saturdays and must 
have transportation. Apply Tuesday or 
Thursday at 1220 Airline, Suite 195. Ask 
for Betty.

Part Time Bookkeeper
5 hours each weekend. Some accounting 
background. Experience using QuickBooks 
and Microsoft Word. Busy dental practice. Fax: 
371-857-6201.

Classified continued on page 21

*Shipping and handling nonrefundable, 60-day money-back guarantee. **The WreckingBalm System includes DemoMatic™ with Erosion Head™,
Suffusion™ Gel, DemoBrasion™ Spray, HydraVescent™ Cream, Branding Butter™ Concealer, customer service, and a 60-day money-back guarantee. 

Call now to get your 60-day risk-free trial*of
WreckingBalm™ Tattoo  Fade System**and ask
how to get a FREE SUPPLYwith your order.

1-866-336-0357

Before

TATTOO REMOVAL
without painful laser procedures.

Devastatingly effective home removal kit. 
It’s fast. It’s easy.
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WreckingBalm™ is a combination
treatment using 3 technologies along with an
FDA-approved tattoo removal device as well as all
natural solvents and targeted tattoo pigment bright-
eners. Just 3 simple fast steps every other day and

you’ll be on your way to ridding yourself of that
unwanted tattoo. Whether you have dark greens
and reds, or blue and blacks, WreckingBalm will
fade your tattoo into oblivion. In weeks, you’ll start
seeing your tattoo fade into clear healthier sk in.

WRECKING
BALM™

Ad provided by MediaBids.com. 1-866-236-2259.

Military members and their families can 
enjoy discounted tickets May 11 -16 as the 
Corpus Christi Hooks baseball team holds 
its “Salute to Service Week” at Whataburger 
Field.

The Hooks, the AA-affiliate of the 
Houston Astros, host the San Antonio Mis-
sions May 11-12 and the Frisco Roughriders 
May 13-16.

The Service Salute follows on the suc-
cessful pair of Military Appreciation Nights 
the Hooks hosted last year, this time with a 
different theme each night.

Monday, May 11 – Honoring Aviation 
History in South Texas

• Display of Naval Aviation exhibit from 
the Chief of Naval Air Training exhibit at 
Galvan House 

• Anniversary of enactment of the Air 
Medal in 1942 and honoring local recipients

• Party Areas open – Pool & Spa, AT&T 
Suite Seats (2 owner’s experiences included 
w/booking)

• Reserved Seating $8 (regularly $10) 
and General Admission/Grass $3 (regularly 
$5).

Tuesday, May 12 – Salute to Service 
Half-price Night

• Half-price tickets for military ($5 and 
$2.50) – show IDs at box offi ce

• USS Lexington Night – Lex promotion 
& giveaways, Lt. Lex on hand

• Party Areas open – Pool & Spa (2 
owner’s experiences included w/booking)

Wednesday, May 13 – Awareness Night 
for USO

• Proceeds from ticket sales support USO 
– tickets regular price

• Hooks seat cushions to fi rst 2,500 fans 
courtesy of Coastal Bend Chevy Dealers

• Party Areas open – Champion Club, 
AT&T Suite Seats (2 owner’s experiences 
included w/booking)

Thursday, May 14 – Salute to Service 
Half-price Night

• Half-price tickets for military ($5 and 
$2.50) – show IDs at box offi ce 

• Air Force recruiting table & pre-game 
swearing-in ceremony – available to other 
branch recruiters w/purchase of 250 tickets

• Game to be aired live on Fox Sports 
Net

Friday, May 15 – “Soldiers on the Big 
Screen” 

• Military movie clips for game 
situations

• Recorded messages from servicemem-
bers  here and abroad

Saturday, May 16 – 60th Anniversary 
of Armed Forces Day

• Hooks camo jersey to fi rst 2,000 fans 
courtesy of Citgo

• Flyover
• Color guard
• Patriot Guard Riders around warning 

track pre-game
• Branch songs played in-between 

innings

C. C. Hooks Salute the Services
Stoy and photo by Rod Hafemeister

Tickets can be purchased online at: www.cchooks.com/grouptickets/military
Username: military  Password: cchooks

Hooks promotions coordinator, Seamus Gallivan, also is asking for contact information 
on local Air Medal recipients for the May 11 event and video clips for May 15. He can 
be reached at 361-561-4689 or by email at sgallivan@cchooks.com.

NASCC Color Guard at Hooks’ Military Appreciation Night in 2008

Earth Day Cleanup

NASCC workers spent the morning of April 20 on an Earth Day cleanup of the 
base, including (above) the Ocean Drive property outside the gate. (Inset) Trash 
collected included construction debris and even HEB shopping carts.

Photo by Christina Meza, NASCC Environmental; inset by Rod Hafemeister.

http://www.cchooks.com/grouptickets/military
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(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd.  
& Airport Rd.

Earn your Class A CDL in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7 am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  
courses available

3Tuition reimbursement 
from sponsored companies

3Military tuition assistance available
3Government Grants 

3Job placement assistance

Del Mar College Transportation  
Training Services

Call Now 
To Register

(361)  
698-2707

www.delmar.edu/trucking

Come Stay With Us

Hotel Amenities
•	Business King rooms with microfridge
•	Fitness center
•	Speaker phones with voice mail
•	Free high-speed wireless internet  
• Free local calls
•	Outdoor pool

Red Roof Inn & Suites Corpus Christi
3030 Buffalo St. • I-37 & Nueces Bay Blvd.

(361) 888-7663

www.redroofcorpus.com

Military
Discounts
Available

•	25” TVs with expanded programming
•	Kids under 17 stay free when travel-

ing with their parent or guardian
•	Pets allowed; additional charge may apply
•	Extended stay rooms available with 

fully-equipped kitchens 
•	Business center on-site

Certificate in Ministry Training 
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Master of Divinity

You will find our class schedule on our  
Web Site at www.stscs.org

Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,  
just past TAMU-CC,  or call us at 991-9403

The South Texas SCHOOL of 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association 
with Howard Payne University and Logsdon School 
of  Theology at Hardin-Simmons University. If you are 
interested in a Christian Studies education from a fully 
accredited SACS and ATS institution here in Corpus 
Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably reason-
able, our professors are eminently qualified, and our 
location is convenient. Many of our classes are taught 
in the evening,  typically one night a week.

1-800-778-9804

Photographs highlighting the history of 
Navy air training in South Texas will be on 
display in Corpus Christi for most of May, 
thanks to the Chief of Naval Air Training.

The city’s Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment’s Cultural Services Division will host 
an exhibit of artwork from various photog-
raphers, starting with the beginning of Naval 
aviation up to current aircraft. 

The exhibit, put together by CNATRA, 
will be on display May 4-29 in the Galería 
Galván at Heritage Park. The artwork comes 
from photographic archives from CNATRA, 
DoD and personal collections. 

A free “Meet the Navy” reception will 
take place from 6-8 p.m. on May 7 at the 
Galván House. 

CNATRA took its roots in Corpus Christi 
in 1938 and has been training aviators ever 
since.

Composed of fi ve Training Air Wings 
located at Naval Air Stations in Corpus 
Christi, Kingsville and Florida and  Missis-
sippi, and training nearly 2,000 aviators each 
year, the air wings are home to 17 Training 
Squadrons.

In addition, joint training is also con-
ducted with the Air Force on bases in Texas, 
Oklahoma and Georgia.

For more information regarding the 
Cultural Services gallery schedule, call 361-
826-3449 or visit:www.ccparkandrec.com
(click on “WHAT’S HAPPENING”).

The Galería Galván is located in the beautifully restored Galván House in Heritage 
Park, 1581 N. Chaparral. Hours of operation are Monday through Thursday 9am–5pm, 
Friday 9am–2pm, and Saturday 11am–2pm.

Naval Aviation Art Exhibit part of 
city’s Military Appreciation Month

Photos from CNATRA collection

(above) An F/A-18 Hornet. (below) Early Naval aviation training.

complications rather than the fl u itself) and 
200,000 hospitalizations in the U.S. every 
year.

So this particular one, so far, hasn’t 
shown itself to be especially deadly.

So “Don’t Panic” – at least, not yet.
On a separate note, I meant to write 

something about this last issue but it was 
pre-empted by a more immediate topic.

I suspect most of you are rather proud 
of the way the Navy, and specifi cally some 
SEAL snipers, rescued Capt. Richard Phillips 
from Somali pirates. 

Of course, the political chattering class 
did their best to make it a partisan political 
issue.

From what I’ve read, and especially the 
explanations from Defense Secretary Gates 
and other offi cials, it appears to have been 
relatively free of both political machinations 
and the dreaded micro-management from 
on high that we used to fear in special 
operations.

But one claim jumped out at me: Several 
commentators stated that the rescue was 
accomplished because of “the Navy the 
George W. Bush left for Obama.”

That got my attention because of research 
I did a couple years ago into claims that 
President Clinton gutted the military.

That didn’t quite fi t with my personal 
experience: I remember the fi rst President 
Bush cutting the military as part of the “peace 
dividend” after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union.

In fact, the Army was already reducing 
itself in 1990 when Iraq invaded Kuwait – and 
had resumed cutting forces by the time I, was 
released from active duty in August 1991.

As a military reporter in the mid-1990s, I 
did several stories about military downsizing 
– and how it was essentially following the 
program instituted by the first President 
Bush.

The Department of Defense has a 
marvelous site for looking at military strength 
numbers, http://siadapp.dmdc.osd.mil/
personnel/MILITARY/Miltop.htm.

Dig into those numbers – and keep in 
mind that a president doesn’t really affect 
budgets and troop strength until the fi scal year 
after he takes offi ce.

What you fi nd is that, overall, the military 
lost almost 20 percent of its active duty 
personnel during the four years of George 
H.W. Bush – and almost 19 percent during 
Clinton’s eight years, actually increasing 
again by the end of Clinton’s second term.

Even more relevant is that the second 
President Bush reduced the active duty force 
even after 9/11 – cutting the Navy and Air 
Force faster than he built up the Army and 
Marine Corps while conducting the Global 
War on Terror.

The Navy had 377,810 active duty 
Sailors at the end of the fi nal Clinton budget 
on Sept. 20, 2001. As of Sept. 30, 2008, it was 
down to 332,228 – and the goal for this fi scal 
year is to get down to 329,000.

So the real story is, the men and women 
of the Navy did an outstanding job in the 
rescue – despite what three administrations 
did to them during the past 20 years.

Editor continued from page 2

http://www.ccparkandrec.com/
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For Appointment or Information:
 851-5000

Toll Free: 1-877-851-5000
www.ccwomensclinic.com

Bay Area Hospital • 7121 S.P.I.D.

We Proudly Welcome
Theressa James Nowitzky M.D.
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77

Corpus Christi Women’s Clinic 
is a full service women’s health 

physician practice serving 
the Coastal Bend since 1981.

“Promoting Healthy Living for 
Today’s Woman”

Complete Care in Obstetrics,  
Gynecology & Infertility
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Express Beach 
Soccer Fest

V I C T O R Y
THE NEW AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE

2937 S.P.I.D.
Corpus Christi

(361) 852-7368

"2008 Vision"

Are you looking for a new or  
pre-owned vehicle?  

Call Champion Chevrolet/Cadillac  
 Call 361-654-2100 - Ask for  

Louis Benavides for details about special pricing. 
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are truly grateful. Michael Child, General Manager
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Call 
TODAY!

 
 
 

Now two locations – Corpus Christi & Robstown

if you’re 
not riding, 
you’re not 

living!
Sign up today at www.coastalcycleacademy.com 

Call 558-5148 or stop by our office at Cycle Plaza • 2937 S.P.I.D.

We offer Basic & Experienced Rider Courses

UPON COMPLETION OF THE COURSE: 
Exempt from riding portion of the DPS test

10-15% off your motorcycle insurance
You can ride on the Base!

FREE WITH COURSE:  
Coastal Cycle Academy T-shirt 

10% off merchandise at Cycle Plaza - pictures, key 
chains, and other giveaways
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Entertainment-Events  
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MILLINGTON, Tenn. – The May 15 
deadline is fast approaching for more than 
19,000 fi rst class petty offi cers eligible for 
the FY-10 Active Chief Petty Offi cer (CPO) 
Selection Board who wish to submit cor-
respondence to the board.

“Last year we received 14,492 packages. 
So far (as of April 22) we’ve got 419, but 
the busiest time is two to three days after the 
postmark deadline,” said Lola McGallagher, 
a contractor in Navy Personnel Command’s 
(NPC) Customer Service Center (CSC) who 
processes and logs selection board packages 
at NPC. 

Select ion board packages al low 
candidates to submit missing documents 
from the sections of their enlisted permanent 
personnel record which are viewed by the 
selection board. 

Documents reviewed by the CPO board 
are:

• Procurement, enlistment/reenlistment
 data

• Classifi cation and assignment
• Administrative remarks
• Separation and retirement
• Miscellaneous professional service

 history
• Enlisted performance data
• Training and education
• Decorations, medals, and awards
• Adverse information
A new program announced by NPC Jan. 

14 in NAVADMIN 011/09 makes reviewing 
records and preparing for selection boards 
easier by providing Sailors online access to 
their record.

Web Enabled Record Review (WERR) 
allows Sailors with Internet access to view 
the same documents reviewed by selection 
board members when considering candidates 
for selection for chief, senior chief and master 
chief and other selection boards.

All active duty and Reserve personnel 
with a Bupers On Line (BOL) account, a 
Common Access Card (CAC) and a CAC-
enabled computer can view WERR available 
through https://www.bol.navy.mil.

Sailors unable to access WERR may 
still order a copy of their record on CD 
Rom from the “Request Record on CD” link 
https://www.bol.navy.mil.

Candidates are encouraged to review 
their records before the board meets and 
submit any documents that are missing. 
NAVADMIN 250/08 provides guidance and 
mailing information for those who wish to 
submit a package. 

“Make sure your full name and complete 
social security number, not just the last 
four, are on each document you submit to 
the board,” said McGallagher. “This better 
enables us to make sure the documents get 
to the right record.” 

Sailors can confi rm their package has 
arrived by clicking on the “Selection Board 
Status” link on the NPC web site, or by calling 
the CSC at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC. 

Preparation key to  
acing Chiefs’ Board
by MCC Maria Yager, NPC PA

Chiefs continued on page 18

or her for the rest of your life. That 
love must be refreshed daily.

Keep in mind, that one of the 
most important foundation stones 
for a happy marriage is a sacrifi cial 
love for your spouse that you choose 
to renew daily.

How can my husband and I 
tell that our marriage is healthy and 
thriving?

One sign of a healthy and 
growing relationship is a deepening 
level of intimacy in the interaction 
and communication of those involved 
in the relationship. 

To put it in similar terms, long-
term success and fulfillment in 
marriage depends to a large degree 
on the scope and depth to which a 
husband and wife develop their art 
of communication. 

It is vitally important that you 
and your spouse learn how to listen 
to and understand one another 
and feel comfortable sharing your 
deepest and innermost thoughts, 
feelings, joys, sorrows, hopes, and 
dreams.

Marriage is a lifelong journey 
of adventure with surprises and 
challenges at every turn. 

Learning to communicate 
effectively is also the journey of a 
lifetime. It is neither quick nor easy, 
but it yields increasing rewards of 
intimacy and fulfi llment through the 
years that are well worth the hard 
work required.

What 
is the one 
determinant factor needed in a 
marriage?

The most important determinant 
factor, among several, is love.

 Love in marriage is more than 
just a feeling or an emotion; it is a 
choice. Love is a decision you make 
anew every day with regard to your 
spouse.

Whenever you rise up in the 
morning or lie down at night or go 
through the affairs of the day, you 
are choosing continually to love that 
man or that woman you married.

Understanding that love is a 
choice will help keep you out of 
trouble when temptation comes 
(and it will). 

Knowing you have made a 
decision to love your husband or 
your wife will carry you through 
those times when he or she has made 
you angry, or when you see that 
handsome or attractive coworker at 
the offi ce. 

You could have marr ied 
someone else, but that’s not the 
point. The point is, you made a 
decision.

When you married your spouse, 
you chose to love and cherish him 

Ask Dr. 
Garcia

Q:
Q:

A: A:

Ruben G. Garcia, Ph.D., LMFT is a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist and 
co-founder of The Healing Institute. Submit your questions to Dr. Garcia via email 
at troubadour55@hotmail.com. You can also contact Dr. Garcia at (361) 814-4556.

NASCC’s new home on the Web
The address for the NAS Corpus Christi website has changed. 
The permanent address for the NASCC website is now:
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/CorpusChristi.
This is the offi cial public website for Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. 
If you type in the old address, you will be redirected to the new website for a period 

of one month. Afterward, the old address will be defunct and no longer work.  
Please take note and bookmark this address.
And while you’re there, feel free to look around and suggest any changes, corrections 

or updates.
Email Wingspan Editor and new Web Guru Rod Hafemeister at:
rodney.hafemeister@navy.mil and put “Website” in the subject line. 

“We get them logged in pretty quickly, 
but it may take a few days longer when the 
big rush comes in,” said McGallagher. 

The selection board reviews the records 
of all eligible candidates and selects the best 
and fully qualifi ed Sailors based on consider-
ations identifi ed in the precept. The precept, 
which may change from one selection board 

to another, is a written order signed by the 
chief of naval personnel, providing general 
and specifi c guidance to the selection board. 

The FY-10 Active Chief Petty Offi cer 
Selection Board convenes June 22 and is the 
largest selection board conducted in the Navy. 
The board typically lasts fi ve weeks, with 
their results forwarded to the chief of naval 
personnel for fi nal approval.

Chiefs continued from page 11

https://www.bol.navy.mil
https://www.bol.navy.mil
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Crosswinds defines innovation, efficiency, luxury and service. You’ll 
love the impressive amenity package and convenient location. Choose a 
uniquely-styled 1,2 or 3 bedroom apartment. Guaranteed to feel just like 
home the moment you arrive.

•	 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
•	 Walk-in Closets
•	 Ceiling Fans
•	 Decorative Mini-Blinds
•	 Designer Kitchens
•	 Refrigerator w/Ice Maker
•	 Full-Size Washer/Dryer Connection
•	 Laundry Facility

•	 Covered Parking Available
•	 Bay Windows
•	 Patios (In selected units)
•	 Swimming and Lounging Pool
•	 Resident Referral Program
•	 Fitness Center
•	 Storage Units Available
•	 Controlled Access Gates

6617 Weber • Corpus Christi, Texas 78413
(361) 852-1600

1/2 Off—First 30 Days!

Military Discounts

If you want to
own a home,
we’re here for you.
Whether you’re buying, building, refinancing or improving 

your home, we are ready to help you get the financing 

you need quickly and easily. American Bank’s resources 

mean you can count on:

• expert, personal attention

• lenders who can meet with you anytime, anywhere

• an in-house mortgage processing and underwriting 
 department to ensure your application gets prompt, 
 experienced attention

• competitive rates and attractive terms

• a wide variety of loan programs including fixed rate, 
 adjustable rate and specialized loans with minimal 
 down payment

• FHA, VA and FNMA programs for first-time buyers

• Texas Veterans Land Board home loan 
 programs available

• the flexibility to tailor a program to 
 your needs and goals

• an impressively quick response

Please give us a call – we're here to 

answer all your home loan questions.

EQUAL
HOUSING
LENDER

OFFICE (361) 653-5273  |  CELL (361) 815-6195  |  rsolomon@americanbank.com  |  www.americanbank.com

Member FDIC    Member Independent Bankers Association of Texas
©2009 American Bank, N.A.

Corpus Christi | Port Aransas | Rockport | Goliad | Victoria | Austin

Renee Solomon
Mortgage Lending OfficerMortgage Center

Golf Course Views…Country Club Lifestyle

Upscale Ocean Drive…Enjoy the Lifestyle

A Great Place to Call Home…Bring Your Family

Country Club Manor Apartments
5402 Saratoga Blvd.

Corpus Christi, TX 78413
361-991-2504

Bay Tree Ocean Drive Apartments
4645 Ocean Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-991-4164

Alameda Apartments
4422 S. Alameda St.

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-992-6578

Military
Discounts

From
$615

From
$564

From
$615

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Premier Locat ionsPremier Locat ions

All of our homes  
are Energy Star 
certified and qualify 

for VHAP loans

ENERGY
STAR
PARTNER

Come see how to qualify 
for $8000 credit when 
buying 
this 
house.

985-0515/985-0033
Over 20 Years

www.AltyEnterprises.com 

$229,000
•	4 Bedroom / 3 Bath
•	2 Car Garage 
•	Open Kitchen w/Granite  

Countertops
•	Large Front Porch
•	Pool Size Yard

3921 Gladstone

NEW 
HOME

For 
Sale

NEW 
HOME

For 
Sale

S.
 S

ta
pl

es

S.P.I.D.

Saratoga Blvd.

Yorktown

Ai
rli

ne
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dd
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ld

Slough Rd.

PGreyStone
Subdivision

to Padre Island

Boutique Du Jour
Salon & Spa - Call 855-2323 Today!
1220 Airline (Next to Toys ‘R Us)
www.boutiquedujour.com

$59 Champagne Package
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Champagne 30 Minute Facial

$199 Heavenly Du Jour
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Le Stone One Hour Facial
Champagne Manicure 
Champagne Pedicure
One Hour Massage  
Make-over  •  Lunch & Wine

$139 Pamper Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Body Wrap
Paraffin Manicure  
Paraffin Pedicure

❑

❑

❑

$99 Mother’s Day Special
One Hour Massage
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure

$159 Make Me Wine
One hour Mud Wine Wrap
30 Minute Massage
30 Minute Wine Facial
Make-over and Wine

❑

❑

For your convenience you can  
purchase printable Gift  
Certificates online at  
www.boutiquedujour.com

from 11:00am to 4:30pm at Robert’s Point Park 
(just off the ferry landing) in Port Aransas, TX. 
Charity event to provide assistance to Coastal 
Bend Law Enforcement and Military Families 
in need. Live entertainment by Lyrical Bynge. 
Great live auction and raffle ticket items. There 
will be a Coast Guard Cutter, watercraft, and 
helicopter display and a Search and Rescue 
demonstration at 3:00pm. This year’s event is 
in memory of our friend the late Petty Officer 
Amy Ignatowski, U. S. Coast Guard Sector Corpus 
Christi. A donation will be made in her memory 
to the U. S. Coast Guard signature charity “First 
Book” which provides new books to lower 
income children. 

Saturday, May 9, 2009

4th Annual Coastal Bend 
Law Enforcement  

CHILI Cook OFF

Classified continued on page 20

For Rent San Diego CA
CLASSIFIEDS 

HomeS for sale/lease

SERVICES
Experienced housekeeper –  Mature house-
keeper with established customer base 
would like to add two additional clients. Will 
clean your home, condo and/or office.  Will 
bring my own supplies or can use yours if 
you prefer.  Call 361-429-4504.

How to Place your FREE Classified 

ad in the next issue of WINGSPAN 
 

Active Duty, DoD and Retired Military are 
eligible to place FREE (non-commercial) ads. 

ALL OTHERS ARE PAID ADS
Classified ads: 25 words or less.

Email by 05/13/09 to:
wingspanfreeclassified@gmail.com

(no telephone calls please)

FOR SALE:  2100 sq ft, 4 Bdrm, lg den/living 
w/woodburning fireplace. Formal DR, Large 
Kitchen. Brick Home. AVAILABLE IMMEDIATE-
LY. Quiet Street & neighborhood.  30 Yr roof 1 
yr ago.  Completely remodeled 3 yrs ago. Many 
quality extras. email:  kenaiken@sbcglobal.net.  
361 855 9432.  cell 361 779 6274. 

FOR LEASE – Prestigious Ocean Drive address. 
Downtown Corpus Christi 3 minutes away. Style, 
quality and traditional design in this one bedroom 
apartment with walk-in closet, large kitchen, 
covered parking and storage facility. $625 per 
month plus deposit. One year lease, no pets.  
Call 991-8450 for appointment.

FOR RENT: Corian kitchen with new appliances. 
Premium Southside rental. 1,700 sq.ft. new tile 
and paint 3/2/2 $1,395 per month. 361-813-8398.

South San Diego. Beautiful 5 bedroom/2 bath, 
featured at www.ahrn.com. Quiet cul-de-sac, 
renovated, all new kitchen appliances. Por-
celain flooring throughout, washer/drier, new 
horizontal blinds, large front yard, large gated 
back yard, RV space, close to Naval Base San 
Diego and commissary. $2,250 month. Please 
call (619) 804-8142.

For sale:- 3/2+1/2-1,768 sq. ft.  newly remod-
eled home. Huge kitchen and living room w/wood 
burning fireplace and saltillo tile floors. Large 
Brick patio with in ground pool, cabana w/toilet, 
sink and shower.  Stonegate Subdivision, Holly/
Weber/Everhart  $169,000  call: 361-533-3328.

For sale: 4bdr, 2 1/2 bath, 2 car garage- 2700 
sq ft, in-ground pool. Large backyard covered 
patio & storage shed. PVC fence surrounds 
backyard. 2837 Summer Ridge Dr. asking 
$162,000. Call- 361-779-7875 or 361-353-4278.

All I really want for 
Mom’s Day is:

Ros re-ups on the USS Lexington

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi Commanding Offi cer Capt. Randy Pierson 
presents EO2 Mardi Ros with a congratulatory plaque after Ros re-enlisted 
for six years on April 30. The re-enlistment took place aboard the historic USS 
Lexington.

Photo by Rod Hafemeister

25% Discount with DoD ID

•	 S A F E
•	 A F F O R D A B L E
•	 15 MINUTE PROCESS
•	 NO TAKE HOME KIT
•	 NO HIDDEN FEES

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

4659 Everhart #103
www.bleachbrightofcorpuschristi.com

(361) 695-1774

$99 Only

“Teeth Whitening at  
the Speed of Light”

•	 SAFE
•	 AFFORDABLE

•	 NO TAKE HOME KIT
•	 NO HIDDEN FEES

•	 15 MINUTE PROCESS
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Right on the water… 
Right on Ocean Drive!

Prices starting at $537 
Up to 1 month free on a  

12 month lease

FEATURES
• Private lighted fishing pier
• 1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms  • Two sparkling pools  
• Covered parking
• Floorplans from 584 to 1329 sq. ft.
• Washer/dryer* connections
• Elevators in five-story buildings
• 10x16 storage units available
• Ceiling fan/decorator colors
• 5% discounts - military, medical,  

law enforcement and students
* In select plans

361-853-0871
4224 Ocean Drive  

Corpus Christi EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Resort by the Sea

An Ocean Drive address  
you can afford. 

Help...only a phone call away

5034 Holly Road • Corpus Christi, TX 78411

Lora specializes in Military  
relocation. Her 26 years of 
military life offer a unique 
insight and understanding of the 
complexities and frustrations of 
relocating and home ownership.

Lora Marksbury
Military Relocation Specialist

Please call me today.
Office.................... (361) 992-9231 or (800) 825-5050
Home................... (361) 993-8648 or (800) 992-3439
Mobile....................................................(361) 533-8648
E-mail: lmarksbury@corpuschristi-homes.com

If you are considering a move- or 
know of someone who is - I can help.

PACESETTER STEEL REALTORS

• •

• •

Auto • Home • Life • Business
Delma A. Tamez  
(361) 854-2539  
5622 McArdle, Suite A
McArdle Plaza
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
dtamez@farmersagent.com

F A R M E R S

We deliver the  
protection you need with 
comprehensive insurance 

coverage you can afford.

... Accidents Happen

ASK ABOUT OUR EXCELLENT 
Military Discount on Auto Insurance

FREE ESTIMATES 

 To find out more about the coverage 
options available to help 	

protect you and your family,	
call me today!

Se Habla Español

361-854-2539

Serving NASCC since 1967…
800-621-6980

HOMES FOR SALE
Visit www.grouponecc.com

 (search all properties)

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Some offering military discounts
919 Elizabeth  2/1................................ $695
1011 Ennis Joslin #107  2/1.5............... $895
4302 Ocean #32 (Riviera Condos) 2/2.1...... $995
13837 Longboat  3/2/2..................... $1300
2725-A Santa Fe................................... $795
135 Fannin  2/1................................... $425
5817 Corsica  4/2/2........................... $1650
6025 Suffolk  3/2.5/2....................... $1650
6837 Brockhampton  4/2.5/2............ $1500

f
o
r

l
e
a
s
e

Being relocated? For excellent service,  
let us put you in touch with one of our 

 “Leading Real Estate Companies of the World”  
in your new location.

Supplies are limited. Not valid with any other offer.

$1999
from +s/h 

Mother’s Day
Bouquets

Order ONLY at
proflowers.com/celebration 

or call 1-866-367-1535 

FREE
Glass Vase
with aNY fLOraL purchaSe

CLASSIFIEDS 
Items for sale

MOVING SALE: Bunk bed set GREAT Shape 
$300. Cinderella child electric motor car $100. 
Beginner Electric Guitar Fender Squire w/AMP 
$130. CA King water bed, complete w/2 sets of 
pedestal’s $250. Coffee & end table dark cherry 
$60. Work Bench $50. Mens golf clubs $60. Wo-
mens golf clubs $60. 1.7 cu mini fridge $50. Call 
361-877-2517. 

For sale: Portable Hot Tub, teal green, ex-
cellent condition, cover, steps, equipment and 
supplies, 220 power. No cracks or discoloration, 
$1125 or OBO, call (361) 813-9353 or (361) 
548-3000.
 
For sale: Evinrude 9.9 hp engine, excellent 
running condition, electric start, long shaft – re-
cently, overhauled locally. $575 or OBO, call (361) 
813-9353 or (361) 548-3000.
 
For sale: Moving Boxes: small, medium, large, 
extra large, wardrobe sizes, ½ price of new boxes, 
great for a DITY move! Total package $175, call 
(361) 813-9353 or (361) 548-3000.

For sale: 52” projection TV HD ready $800. 
Pioneer stereo system, w/cassette, cd, and turn-
table, $400. Call 361-946-2337.

Wingspan on line at www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi
Scroll down to the Wingspan Logo

For sale: Apartment sized refrigerator 3.1 
with top freezer (black). Good condition $50. 
Baby crib with bedding and new mattress $65. 
Coffee table glass $30. Double standard stain-
less steel sink $20. Call 937-1614 anytime.

FOR SALE: Frigidaire Washer, like new $50. 
25’ barn fence with gate and posts - $25 O.B.O 
Trailer and Kayak $400 O.B.O. Call 937-3375.

Classified continued on page  17

FOR SALE: Love seat, plaid color, $45. Love 
seat, green color, $45. Area rug, red in color, 7' 
x 8', $30. Piano, 1935, Starr upright, black in 
color.  $500 OBO.  Colonel (Ret) Paul or Celia 
Bennett, (361) 452-2434.

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF  WINGSPAN

CALL (361) 814-0866
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com 

Three more minesweepers leave Ingleside

USS Pioneer (MCM 9) departs Naval Station Ingleside on April 20, one of three 
mine countermeasures ships that left that day for their new homeport in San 
Diego, Calif. The change of homeport of Pioneer, USS Champion (MCM 4) and 
USS Devastator (MCM 6) was caused by the 2005 Defense Base Relocation and 
Closure Commission’s decision to close NAS Ingleside and consolidate mine 

warfare surface assets in one location to align resources, consolidate expertise 
and increase cost savings in maintenance, training and operations. The fi rst two 
Avenger Class ships – USS Warrior (MCM 10) and USS Chief (MCM 14) – left 
Ingleside March 9 for their month-long journey to the West Coast and arrived 
in San Diego on April 17.

Padula says ‘Farewell’ to HM-15

Departing HM-15 Commanding Officer Cmdr. David Padula receives a 
commissioning pennant from Master Chief Carrie Williams at his change of 
command ceremony April 23. Padula’s next assignment is to the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces, Washington, D.C. Photo by Richard Stewart
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Buc Days Rodeo 
Military Appreciation Night

April 23 was opening night of the 
Buc Days PRCA Rodeo — and their 
2nd Annual Military Appreciation 
Night with a theme of “Homecoming 
Heroes.” An All-Services Honor Guard 
presented the colors and NASCC Chief 
Petty Offi cer Charles Kittle sang the 
National Anthem, with Katie Murch, 
Miss Deaf Texas, signing the anthem. 
Then it was rodeo time, with bucking 
broncs, rodeo clowns and the crowd 
favorite, mutton-busting — where 
young children attempt to ride sheep. 
The rodeo also held special events for 
Corpus Christi Army Depot on April 
24 and the U.S. Coast Guard on April 
25.

The Buccaneer Commission is a non-
profi t organization that uses it’s 11-
day festival to raise money for youth 
scholarships.

Photos by Richard Stewart and Rod Hafemeister Offi cial party, from left: Lt. j.g. Robert Fasnacht, Chaplain; Butch Escobedo, Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce; Lt. Col. Robert K. Blagg, 
USAF, XO, VT-35; Maj. Steven Cogar, Operations Offi cer, MATSG; Cmdr. Dennis R. Crews, CO, VT-31; Cmdr. Mark F. Springer, CO, VT-35; 
Capt. David R. Price, Commodore, Training Wing 4; Rear Adm. William F. Moran, Commander, Patrol and Reconnaissance Group.

Wingees in alphabetical order: 1st Lt. James Paul Balcom, USAF; Lt. j.g. Warren Anthony Barlow; 1st Lt. James Michael Brophy, USMC; Ensign 
Michael Christopher Caruso; 2nd Lt. Trevor James Cook, USAF; 1st Lt. Nathan Reynold Dillon, USMC; 2nd Lt. Albert Nicholas Hainsfurther, 
USAF; 2nd Lt. William Tutt Holland, USAF; Ensign Phillip Daniel Jenkins; 2nd Lt. William Gilbert Kerr IV, USAF; Lt. j.g. Brendon William 
Kiely; Lt. j.g. Michael Krasniewski; 2nd Lt. Loren Matthew Miller, USAF; 2nd Lt. Chrystina Lynnai Short, USAF; 2nd Lt. Russell Baldwin 
Stanfi eld, USAF; Ensign Christopher David Stiphout; 2nd Lt. Dominick Michael Tatangelo, USAF; Capt. Jared  D. Thompson, USAF; Lt. j.g. 
Patrick Elzear Veillette III.

Awards and Achievements
Winging Ceremony — April 24

Photos by Hugh Lieck Event Photography
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Training Wing 4 Civilian Awards

At the April 24 winging ceremony, Capt. Dave Price, Commodore of Training 
Air Wing 4, recognized three civilians for their exceptional performance. Above, 
from left: Angel Acosta, VT-31 supply technician, earned the NSPS Civilian 
Employee of the Quarter for Technical Support Award; Stu Nagel, TW-4’s 

Student Control Offi cer, earned the NSPS Civilian Employee of the Quarter 
for Program Management award; and Bill Tinsley, TW-4’s Ground School 
Instructor, was recognized for his 35 years of service to the Navy.

MILITARY APPRECIATION NIGHT Awards and Achievements
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At the April 24 winging ceremony, Capt. Dave Price, Commodore of Training 
Air Wing 4, recognized three civilians for their exceptional performance. Above, 
from left: Angel Acosta, VT-31 supply technician, earned the NSPS Civilian 
Employee of the Quarter for Technical Support Award; Stu Nagel, TW-4’s 
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Right on the water… 
Right on Ocean Drive!

Prices starting at $537 
Up to 1 month free on a  

12 month lease

FEATURES
• Private lighted fishing pier
• 1, 2 & 3 Bedrooms  • Two sparkling pools  
• Covered parking
• Floorplans from 584 to 1329 sq. ft.
• Washer/dryer* connections
• Elevators in five-story buildings
• 10x16 storage units available
• Ceiling fan/decorator colors
• 5% discounts - military, medical,  

law enforcement and students
* In select plans

361-853-0871
4224 Ocean Drive  

Corpus Christi EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Resort by the Sea

An Ocean Drive address  
you can afford. 

Help...only a phone call away

5034 Holly Road • Corpus Christi, TX 78411

Lora specializes in Military  
relocation. Her 26 years of 
military life offer a unique 
insight and understanding of the 
complexities and frustrations of 
relocating and home ownership.

Lora Marksbury
Military Relocation Specialist

Please call me today.
Office.................... (361) 992-9231 or (800) 825-5050
Home................... (361) 993-8648 or (800) 992-3439
Mobile....................................................(361) 533-8648
E-mail: lmarksbury@corpuschristi-homes.com

If you are considering a move- or 
know of someone who is - I can help.

PACESETTER STEEL REALTORS

• •

• •

Auto • Home • Life • Business
Delma A. Tamez  
(361) 854-2539  
5622 McArdle, Suite A
McArdle Plaza
Corpus Christi, TX 78412
dtamez@farmersagent.com

F A R M E R S

We deliver the  
protection you need with 
comprehensive insurance 

coverage you can afford.

... Accidents Happen

ASK ABOUT OUR EXCELLENT 
Military Discount on Auto Insurance

FREE ESTIMATES 

 To find out more about the coverage 
options available to help 	

protect you and your family,	
call me today!

Se Habla Español

361-854-2539

Serving NASCC since 1967…
800-621-6980

HOMES FOR SALE
Visit www.grouponecc.com

 (search all properties)

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Some offering military discounts
919 Elizabeth  2/1................................ $695
1011 Ennis Joslin #107  2/1.5............... $895
4302 Ocean #32 (Riviera Condos) 2/2.1...... $995
13837 Longboat  3/2/2..................... $1300
2725-A Santa Fe................................... $795
135 Fannin  2/1................................... $425
5817 Corsica  4/2/2........................... $1650
6025 Suffolk  3/2.5/2....................... $1650
6837 Brockhampton  4/2.5/2............ $1500
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Being relocated? For excellent service,  
let us put you in touch with one of our 

 “Leading Real Estate Companies of the World”  
in your new location.

Supplies are limited. Not valid with any other offer.

$1999
from +s/h 

Mother’s Day
Bouquets

Order ONLY at
proflowers.com/celebration 

or call 1-866-367-1535 

FREE
Glass Vase
with aNY fLOraL purchaSe

CLASSIFIEDS 
Items for sale

MOVING SALE: Bunk bed set GREAT Shape 
$300. Cinderella child electric motor car $100. 
Beginner Electric Guitar Fender Squire w/AMP 
$130. CA King water bed, complete w/2 sets of 
pedestal’s $250. Coffee & end table dark cherry 
$60. Work Bench $50. Mens golf clubs $60. Wo-
mens golf clubs $60. 1.7 cu mini fridge $50. Call 
361-877-2517. 

For sale: Portable Hot Tub, teal green, ex-
cellent condition, cover, steps, equipment and 
supplies, 220 power. No cracks or discoloration, 
$1125 or OBO, call (361) 813-9353 or (361) 
548-3000.
 
For sale: Evinrude 9.9 hp engine, excellent 
running condition, electric start, long shaft – re-
cently, overhauled locally. $575 or OBO, call (361) 
813-9353 or (361) 548-3000.
 
For sale: Moving Boxes: small, medium, large, 
extra large, wardrobe sizes, ½ price of new boxes, 
great for a DITY move! Total package $175, call 
(361) 813-9353 or (361) 548-3000.

For sale: 52” projection TV HD ready $800. 
Pioneer stereo system, w/cassette, cd, and turn-
table, $400. Call 361-946-2337.

Wingspan on line at www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi
Scroll down to the Wingspan Logo

For sale: Apartment sized refrigerator 3.1 
with top freezer (black). Good condition $50. 
Baby crib with bedding and new mattress $65. 
Coffee table glass $30. Double standard stain-
less steel sink $20. Call 937-1614 anytime.

FOR SALE: Frigidaire Washer, like new $50. 
25’ barn fence with gate and posts - $25 O.B.O 
Trailer and Kayak $400 O.B.O. Call 937-3375.

Classified continued on page  17

FOR SALE: Love seat, plaid color, $45. Love 
seat, green color, $45. Area rug, red in color, 7' 
x 8', $30. Piano, 1935, Starr upright, black in 
color.  $500 OBO.  Colonel (Ret) Paul or Celia 
Bennett, (361) 452-2434.

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF  WINGSPAN

CALL (361) 814-0866
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com 

Three more minesweepers leave Ingleside

USS Pioneer (MCM 9) departs Naval Station Ingleside on April 20, one of three 
mine countermeasures ships that left that day for their new homeport in San 
Diego, Calif. The change of homeport of Pioneer, USS Champion (MCM 4) and 
USS Devastator (MCM 6) was caused by the 2005 Defense Base Relocation and 
Closure Commission’s decision to close NAS Ingleside and consolidate mine 

warfare surface assets in one location to align resources, consolidate expertise 
and increase cost savings in maintenance, training and operations. The fi rst two 
Avenger Class ships – USS Warrior (MCM 10) and USS Chief (MCM 14) – left 
Ingleside March 9 for their month-long journey to the West Coast and arrived 
in San Diego on April 17.

Padula says ‘Farewell’ to HM-15

Departing HM-15 Commanding Officer Cmdr. David Padula receives a 
commissioning pennant from Master Chief Carrie Williams at his change of 
command ceremony April 23. Padula’s next assignment is to the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces, Washington, D.C. Photo by Richard Stewart



May 07, 2009	  Wingspan          Wingspan	 May 07, 2009    12 17

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Crosswinds defines innovation, efficiency, luxury and service. You’ll 
love the impressive amenity package and convenient location. Choose a 
uniquely-styled 1,2 or 3 bedroom apartment. Guaranteed to feel just like 
home the moment you arrive.

•	 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
•	 Walk-in Closets
•	 Ceiling Fans
•	 Decorative Mini-Blinds
•	 Designer Kitchens
•	 Refrigerator w/Ice Maker
•	 Full-Size Washer/Dryer Connection
•	 Laundry Facility

•	 Covered Parking Available
•	 Bay Windows
•	 Patios (In selected units)
•	 Swimming and Lounging Pool
•	 Resident Referral Program
•	 Fitness Center
•	 Storage Units Available
•	 Controlled Access Gates

6617 Weber • Corpus Christi, Texas 78413
(361) 852-1600

1/2 Off—First 30 Days!

Military Discounts

If you want to
own a home,
we’re here for you.
Whether you’re buying, building, refinancing or improving 

your home, we are ready to help you get the financing 

you need quickly and easily. American Bank’s resources 

mean you can count on:

• expert, personal attention

• lenders who can meet with you anytime, anywhere

• an in-house mortgage processing and underwriting 
 department to ensure your application gets prompt, 
 experienced attention

• competitive rates and attractive terms

• a wide variety of loan programs including fixed rate, 
 adjustable rate and specialized loans with minimal 
 down payment

• FHA, VA and FNMA programs for first-time buyers

• Texas Veterans Land Board home loan 
 programs available

• the flexibility to tailor a program to 
 your needs and goals

• an impressively quick response

Please give us a call – we're here to 

answer all your home loan questions.

EQUAL
HOUSING
LENDER

OFFICE (361) 653-5273  |  CELL (361) 815-6195  |  rsolomon@americanbank.com  |  www.americanbank.com

Member FDIC    Member Independent Bankers Association of Texas
©2009 American Bank, N.A.

Corpus Christi | Port Aransas | Rockport | Goliad | Victoria | Austin

Renee Solomon
Mortgage Lending OfficerMortgage Center

Golf Course Views…Country Club Lifestyle

Upscale Ocean Drive…Enjoy the Lifestyle

A Great Place to Call Home…Bring Your Family

Country Club Manor Apartments
5402 Saratoga Blvd.

Corpus Christi, TX 78413
361-991-2504

Bay Tree Ocean Drive Apartments
4645 Ocean Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-991-4164

Alameda Apartments
4422 S. Alameda St.

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-992-6578

Military
Discounts

From
$615

From
$564

From
$615

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Premier Locat ionsPremier Locat ions

All of our homes  
are Energy Star 
certified and qualify 

for VHAP loans

ENERGY
STAR
PARTNER

Come see how to qualify 
for $8000 credit when 
buying 
this 
house.

985-0515/985-0033
Over 20 Years

www.AltyEnterprises.com 

$229,000
•	4 Bedroom / 3 Bath
•	2 Car Garage 
•	Open Kitchen w/Granite  

Countertops
•	Large Front Porch
•	Pool Size Yard

3921 Gladstone

NEW 
HOME

For 
Sale

NEW 
HOME

For 
Sale

S.
 S

ta
pl

es

S.P.I.D.

Saratoga Blvd.

Yorktown
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Slough Rd.

PGreyStone
Subdivision

to Padre Island

Boutique Du Jour
Salon & Spa - Call 855-2323 Today!
1220 Airline (Next to Toys ‘R Us)
www.boutiquedujour.com

$59 Champagne Package
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Champagne 30 Minute Facial

$199 Heavenly Du Jour
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Le Stone One Hour Facial
Champagne Manicure 
Champagne Pedicure
One Hour Massage  
Make-over  •  Lunch & Wine

$139 Pamper Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Body Wrap
Paraffin Manicure  
Paraffin Pedicure

❑

❑

❑

$99 Mother’s Day Special
One Hour Massage
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure

$159 Make Me Wine
One hour Mud Wine Wrap
30 Minute Massage
30 Minute Wine Facial
Make-over and Wine

❑

❑

For your convenience you can  
purchase printable Gift  
Certificates online at  
www.boutiquedujour.com

from 11:00am to 4:30pm at Robert’s Point Park 
(just off the ferry landing) in Port Aransas, TX. 
Charity event to provide assistance to Coastal 
Bend Law Enforcement and Military Families 
in need. Live entertainment by Lyrical Bynge. 
Great live auction and raffle ticket items. There 
will be a Coast Guard Cutter, watercraft, and 
helicopter display and a Search and Rescue 
demonstration at 3:00pm. This year’s event is 
in memory of our friend the late Petty Officer 
Amy Ignatowski, U. S. Coast Guard Sector Corpus 
Christi. A donation will be made in her memory 
to the U. S. Coast Guard signature charity “First 
Book” which provides new books to lower 
income children. 

Saturday, May 9, 2009

4th Annual Coastal Bend 
Law Enforcement  

CHILI Cook OFF

Classified continued on page 20

For Rent San Diego CA
CLASSIFIEDS 

HomeS for sale/lease

SERVICES
Experienced housekeeper –  Mature house-
keeper with established customer base 
would like to add two additional clients. Will 
clean your home, condo and/or office.  Will 
bring my own supplies or can use yours if 
you prefer.  Call 361-429-4504.

How to Place your FREE Classified 

ad in the next issue of WINGSPAN 
 

Active Duty, DoD and Retired Military are 
eligible to place FREE (non-commercial) ads. 

ALL OTHERS ARE PAID ADS
Classified ads: 25 words or less.

Email by 05/13/09 to:
wingspanfreeclassified@gmail.com

(no telephone calls please)

FOR SALE:  2100 sq ft, 4 Bdrm, lg den/living 
w/woodburning fireplace. Formal DR, Large 
Kitchen. Brick Home. AVAILABLE IMMEDIATE-
LY. Quiet Street & neighborhood.  30 Yr roof 1 
yr ago.  Completely remodeled 3 yrs ago. Many 
quality extras. email:  kenaiken@sbcglobal.net.  
361 855 9432.  cell 361 779 6274. 

FOR LEASE – Prestigious Ocean Drive address. 
Downtown Corpus Christi 3 minutes away. Style, 
quality and traditional design in this one bedroom 
apartment with walk-in closet, large kitchen, 
covered parking and storage facility. $625 per 
month plus deposit. One year lease, no pets.  
Call 991-8450 for appointment.

FOR RENT: Corian kitchen with new appliances. 
Premium Southside rental. 1,700 sq.ft. new tile 
and paint 3/2/2 $1,395 per month. 361-813-8398.

South San Diego. Beautiful 5 bedroom/2 bath, 
featured at www.ahrn.com. Quiet cul-de-sac, 
renovated, all new kitchen appliances. Por-
celain flooring throughout, washer/drier, new 
horizontal blinds, large front yard, large gated 
back yard, RV space, close to Naval Base San 
Diego and commissary. $2,250 month. Please 
call (619) 804-8142.

For sale:- 3/2+1/2-1,768 sq. ft.  newly remod-
eled home. Huge kitchen and living room w/wood 
burning fireplace and saltillo tile floors. Large 
Brick patio with in ground pool, cabana w/toilet, 
sink and shower.  Stonegate Subdivision, Holly/
Weber/Everhart  $169,000  call: 361-533-3328.

For sale: 4bdr, 2 1/2 bath, 2 car garage- 2700 
sq ft, in-ground pool. Large backyard covered 
patio & storage shed. PVC fence surrounds 
backyard. 2837 Summer Ridge Dr. asking 
$162,000. Call- 361-779-7875 or 361-353-4278.

All I really want for 
Mom’s Day is:

Ros re-ups on the USS Lexington

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi Commanding Offi cer Capt. Randy Pierson 
presents EO2 Mardi Ros with a congratulatory plaque after Ros re-enlisted 
for six years on April 30. The re-enlistment took place aboard the historic USS 
Lexington.

Photo by Rod Hafemeister

25% Discount with DoD ID

•	 S A F E
•	 A F F O R D A B L E
•	 15 MINUTE PROCESS
•	 NO TAKE HOME KIT
•	 NO HIDDEN FEES

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

4659 Everhart #103
www.bleachbrightofcorpuschristi.com

(361) 695-1774

$99 Only

“Teeth Whitening at  
the Speed of Light”

•	 SAFE
•	 AFFORDABLE

•	 NO TAKE HOME KIT
•	 NO HIDDEN FEES

•	 15 MINUTE PROCESS
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For Appointment or Information:
 851-5000

Toll Free: 1-877-851-5000
www.ccwomensclinic.com

Bay Area Hospital • 7121 S.P.I.D.

We Proudly Welcome
Theressa James Nowitzky M.D.

78
51

77

Corpus Christi Women’s Clinic 
is a full service women’s health 

physician practice serving 
the Coastal Bend since 1981.

“Promoting Healthy Living for 
Today’s Woman”

Complete Care in Obstetrics,  
Gynecology & Infertility
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Corpus Christi, Tx

Express Beach 
Soccer Fest

V I C T O R Y
THE NEW AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE

2937 S.P.I.D.
Corpus Christi

(361) 852-7368

"2008 Vision"

Are you looking for a new or  
pre-owned vehicle?  

Call Champion Chevrolet/Cadillac  
 Call 361-654-2100 - Ask for  

Louis Benavides for details about special pricing. 

VCCO-0479 • 10.25x11.5 • spot/red-blue • 1/20 • max

OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2004 AutoNation, Inc.

STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 • SAT 9-6 • SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 • SAT 8-1

6650 South Padre Island Drive • At The AutoMall • Between Airline & Nile

1-866-242-2709NEW
CARS
CALL:

PODEMOS AYUDARLE EN ESPAÑOL

Roger
Clemens
Spokesperson

COUPON

BRING THIS COUPON IN AND GET AN
EMPLOYEE PRICE

ON  ALL NEW & USED CHEVYS & CADILLACS*

On behalf of the of
Corpus Christi, Texas, we would like to Express our
most sincere appreciation to all UNITED STATES
MILITARY PERSONNEL and their families. We at 

are truly grateful. Michael Child, General Manager

Champion Chevrolet, Cadillac

$500$500TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2005 AutoNation, Inc.

Military personnel must bring this AD 
to qualify for special pricing and/or 
rebate. Rebates apply to new vehicles 
ONLY and special pricing will apply 
to all vehicles new and pre-owned.  
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Call 
TODAY!

 
 
 

Now two locations – Corpus Christi & Robstown

if you’re 
not riding, 
you’re not 

living!
Sign up today at www.coastalcycleacademy.com 

Call 558-5148 or stop by our office at Cycle Plaza • 2937 S.P.I.D.

We offer Basic & Experienced Rider Courses

UPON COMPLETION OF THE COURSE: 
Exempt from riding portion of the DPS test

10-15% off your motorcycle insurance
You can ride on the Base!

FREE WITH COURSE:  
Coastal Cycle Academy T-shirt 

10% off merchandise at Cycle Plaza - pictures, key 
chains, and other giveaways

This issue at a glance

MONEY SAVING Classified 
ads start on page 16

BEST Bites Dining 
Entertainment-Events  
start on page 22

MILLINGTON, Tenn. – The May 15 
deadline is fast approaching for more than 
19,000 fi rst class petty offi cers eligible for 
the FY-10 Active Chief Petty Offi cer (CPO) 
Selection Board who wish to submit cor-
respondence to the board.

“Last year we received 14,492 packages. 
So far (as of April 22) we’ve got 419, but 
the busiest time is two to three days after the 
postmark deadline,” said Lola McGallagher, 
a contractor in Navy Personnel Command’s 
(NPC) Customer Service Center (CSC) who 
processes and logs selection board packages 
at NPC. 

Select ion board packages al low 
candidates to submit missing documents 
from the sections of their enlisted permanent 
personnel record which are viewed by the 
selection board. 

Documents reviewed by the CPO board 
are:

• Procurement, enlistment/reenlistment
 data

• Classifi cation and assignment
• Administrative remarks
• Separation and retirement
• Miscellaneous professional service

 history
• Enlisted performance data
• Training and education
• Decorations, medals, and awards
• Adverse information
A new program announced by NPC Jan. 

14 in NAVADMIN 011/09 makes reviewing 
records and preparing for selection boards 
easier by providing Sailors online access to 
their record.

Web Enabled Record Review (WERR) 
allows Sailors with Internet access to view 
the same documents reviewed by selection 
board members when considering candidates 
for selection for chief, senior chief and master 
chief and other selection boards.

All active duty and Reserve personnel 
with a Bupers On Line (BOL) account, a 
Common Access Card (CAC) and a CAC-
enabled computer can view WERR available 
through https://www.bol.navy.mil.

Sailors unable to access WERR may 
still order a copy of their record on CD 
Rom from the “Request Record on CD” link 
https://www.bol.navy.mil.

Candidates are encouraged to review 
their records before the board meets and 
submit any documents that are missing. 
NAVADMIN 250/08 provides guidance and 
mailing information for those who wish to 
submit a package. 

“Make sure your full name and complete 
social security number, not just the last 
four, are on each document you submit to 
the board,” said McGallagher. “This better 
enables us to make sure the documents get 
to the right record.” 

Sailors can confi rm their package has 
arrived by clicking on the “Selection Board 
Status” link on the NPC web site, or by calling 
the CSC at 1-866-U-ASK-NPC. 

Preparation key to  
acing Chiefs’ Board
by MCC Maria Yager, NPC PA

Chiefs continued on page 18

or her for the rest of your life. That 
love must be refreshed daily.

Keep in mind, that one of the 
most important foundation stones 
for a happy marriage is a sacrifi cial 
love for your spouse that you choose 
to renew daily.

How can my husband and I 
tell that our marriage is healthy and 
thriving?

One sign of a healthy and 
growing relationship is a deepening 
level of intimacy in the interaction 
and communication of those involved 
in the relationship. 

To put it in similar terms, long-
term success and fulfillment in 
marriage depends to a large degree 
on the scope and depth to which a 
husband and wife develop their art 
of communication. 

It is vitally important that you 
and your spouse learn how to listen 
to and understand one another 
and feel comfortable sharing your 
deepest and innermost thoughts, 
feelings, joys, sorrows, hopes, and 
dreams.

Marriage is a lifelong journey 
of adventure with surprises and 
challenges at every turn. 

Learning to communicate 
effectively is also the journey of a 
lifetime. It is neither quick nor easy, 
but it yields increasing rewards of 
intimacy and fulfi llment through the 
years that are well worth the hard 
work required.

What 
is the one 
determinant factor needed in a 
marriage?

The most important determinant 
factor, among several, is love.

 Love in marriage is more than 
just a feeling or an emotion; it is a 
choice. Love is a decision you make 
anew every day with regard to your 
spouse.

Whenever you rise up in the 
morning or lie down at night or go 
through the affairs of the day, you 
are choosing continually to love that 
man or that woman you married.

Understanding that love is a 
choice will help keep you out of 
trouble when temptation comes 
(and it will). 

Knowing you have made a 
decision to love your husband or 
your wife will carry you through 
those times when he or she has made 
you angry, or when you see that 
handsome or attractive coworker at 
the offi ce. 

You could have marr ied 
someone else, but that’s not the 
point. The point is, you made a 
decision.

When you married your spouse, 
you chose to love and cherish him 

Ask Dr. 
Garcia

Q:
Q:

A: A:

Ruben G. Garcia, Ph.D., LMFT is a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist and 
co-founder of The Healing Institute. Submit your questions to Dr. Garcia via email 
at troubadour55@hotmail.com. You can also contact Dr. Garcia at (361) 814-4556.

NASCC’s new home on the Web
The address for the NAS Corpus Christi website has changed. 
The permanent address for the NASCC website is now:
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/CorpusChristi.
This is the offi cial public website for Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. 
If you type in the old address, you will be redirected to the new website for a period 

of one month. Afterward, the old address will be defunct and no longer work.  
Please take note and bookmark this address.
And while you’re there, feel free to look around and suggest any changes, corrections 

or updates.
Email Wingspan Editor and new Web Guru Rod Hafemeister at:
rodney.hafemeister@navy.mil and put “Website” in the subject line. 

“We get them logged in pretty quickly, 
but it may take a few days longer when the 
big rush comes in,” said McGallagher. 

The selection board reviews the records 
of all eligible candidates and selects the best 
and fully qualifi ed Sailors based on consider-
ations identifi ed in the precept. The precept, 
which may change from one selection board 

to another, is a written order signed by the 
chief of naval personnel, providing general 
and specifi c guidance to the selection board. 

The FY-10 Active Chief Petty Offi cer 
Selection Board convenes June 22 and is the 
largest selection board conducted in the Navy. 
The board typically lasts fi ve weeks, with 
their results forwarded to the chief of naval 
personnel for fi nal approval.

Chiefs continued from page 11

https://www.cnic.navy.mil/CorpusChristi
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(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd.  
& Airport Rd.

Earn your Class A CDL in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7 am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  
courses available

3Tuition reimbursement 
from sponsored companies

3Military tuition assistance available
3Government Grants 

3Job placement assistance

Del Mar College Transportation  
Training Services

Call Now 
To Register

(361)  
698-2707

www.delmar.edu/trucking

Come Stay With Us

Hotel Amenities
•	Business King rooms with microfridge
•	Fitness center
•	Speaker phones with voice mail
•	Free high-speed wireless internet  
• Free local calls
•	Outdoor pool

Red Roof Inn & Suites Corpus Christi
3030 Buffalo St. • I-37 & Nueces Bay Blvd.

(361) 888-7663

www.redroofcorpus.com

Military
Discounts
Available

•	25” TVs with expanded programming
•	Kids under 17 stay free when travel-

ing with their parent or guardian
•	Pets allowed; additional charge may apply
•	Extended stay rooms available with 

fully-equipped kitchens 
•	Business center on-site

Certificate in Ministry Training 
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Master of Divinity

You will find our class schedule on our  
Web Site at www.stscs.org

Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,  
just past TAMU-CC,  or call us at 991-9403

The South Texas SCHOOL of 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association 
with Howard Payne University and Logsdon School 
of  Theology at Hardin-Simmons University. If you are 
interested in a Christian Studies education from a fully 
accredited SACS and ATS institution here in Corpus 
Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably reason-
able, our professors are eminently qualified, and our 
location is convenient. Many of our classes are taught 
in the evening,  typically one night a week.

1-800-778-9804

Photographs highlighting the history of 
Navy air training in South Texas will be on 
display in Corpus Christi for most of May, 
thanks to the Chief of Naval Air Training.

The city’s Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment’s Cultural Services Division will host 
an exhibit of artwork from various photog-
raphers, starting with the beginning of Naval 
aviation up to current aircraft. 

The exhibit, put together by CNATRA, 
will be on display May 4-29 in the Galería 
Galván at Heritage Park. The artwork comes 
from photographic archives from CNATRA, 
DoD and personal collections. 

A free “Meet the Navy” reception will 
take place from 6-8 p.m. on May 7 at the 
Galván House. 

CNATRA took its roots in Corpus Christi 
in 1938 and has been training aviators ever 
since.

Composed of fi ve Training Air Wings 
located at Naval Air Stations in Corpus 
Christi, Kingsville and Florida and  Missis-
sippi, and training nearly 2,000 aviators each 
year, the air wings are home to 17 Training 
Squadrons.

In addition, joint training is also con-
ducted with the Air Force on bases in Texas, 
Oklahoma and Georgia.

For more information regarding the 
Cultural Services gallery schedule, call 361-
826-3449 or visit:www.ccparkandrec.com
(click on “WHAT’S HAPPENING”).

The Galería Galván is located in the beautifully restored Galván House in Heritage 
Park, 1581 N. Chaparral. Hours of operation are Monday through Thursday 9am–5pm, 
Friday 9am–2pm, and Saturday 11am–2pm.

Naval Aviation Art Exhibit part of 
city’s Military Appreciation Month

Photos from CNATRA collection

(above) An F/A-18 Hornet. (below) Early Naval aviation training.

complications rather than the fl u itself) and 
200,000 hospitalizations in the U.S. every 
year.

So this particular one, so far, hasn’t 
shown itself to be especially deadly.

So “Don’t Panic” – at least, not yet.
On a separate note, I meant to write 

something about this last issue but it was 
pre-empted by a more immediate topic.

I suspect most of you are rather proud 
of the way the Navy, and specifi cally some 
SEAL snipers, rescued Capt. Richard Phillips 
from Somali pirates. 

Of course, the political chattering class 
did their best to make it a partisan political 
issue.

From what I’ve read, and especially the 
explanations from Defense Secretary Gates 
and other offi cials, it appears to have been 
relatively free of both political machinations 
and the dreaded micro-management from 
on high that we used to fear in special 
operations.

But one claim jumped out at me: Several 
commentators stated that the rescue was 
accomplished because of “the Navy the 
George W. Bush left for Obama.”

That got my attention because of research 
I did a couple years ago into claims that 
President Clinton gutted the military.

That didn’t quite fi t with my personal 
experience: I remember the fi rst President 
Bush cutting the military as part of the “peace 
dividend” after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union.

In fact, the Army was already reducing 
itself in 1990 when Iraq invaded Kuwait – and 
had resumed cutting forces by the time I, was 
released from active duty in August 1991.

As a military reporter in the mid-1990s, I 
did several stories about military downsizing 
– and how it was essentially following the 
program instituted by the first President 
Bush.

The Department of Defense has a 
marvelous site for looking at military strength 
numbers, http://siadapp.dmdc.osd.mil/
personnel/MILITARY/Miltop.htm.

Dig into those numbers – and keep in 
mind that a president doesn’t really affect 
budgets and troop strength until the fi scal year 
after he takes offi ce.

What you fi nd is that, overall, the military 
lost almost 20 percent of its active duty 
personnel during the four years of George 
H.W. Bush – and almost 19 percent during 
Clinton’s eight years, actually increasing 
again by the end of Clinton’s second term.

Even more relevant is that the second 
President Bush reduced the active duty force 
even after 9/11 – cutting the Navy and Air 
Force faster than he built up the Army and 
Marine Corps while conducting the Global 
War on Terror.

The Navy had 377,810 active duty 
Sailors at the end of the fi nal Clinton budget 
on Sept. 20, 2001. As of Sept. 30, 2008, it was 
down to 332,228 – and the goal for this fi scal 
year is to get down to 329,000.

So the real story is, the men and women 
of the Navy did an outstanding job in the 
rescue – despite what three administrations 
did to them during the past 20 years.

Editor continued from page 2

http://siadapp.dmdc.osd.mil/personnel/MILITARY/Miltop.htm
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CLAIM YOUR FUTURE AT 
SAINT LEO UNIVERSITY

EARN YOUR
DEGREE

• Associate’s and Bachelor’s degree programs

• Master’s degree programs (online)

• Open to both military and civilian students

• Flexibility designed for working adults 

• Online and classroom programs

• VA benefits/GI Bill for eligible veterans

CLASSES FORMING NOW.
Call Today for More Information.

What you need for where you’re going.
Founded in 1889

NAS Corpus Christi Office
Building 1731, Room #206

(361) 937-1452 • www.saintleo.edu

Consumers Digest magazine ranked SLU 
in the nation’s top five best values in 

private colleges and universities.

DEGREES OFFERED

Associate of Arts

•	 Liberal	Arts

•	 Business	Administration

Bachelor of Arts

•	Business	Administration	with		

specialization	in

  – Management

  – Technology Management

•	Criminal	Justice

•	Entrepreneurship	and	

Family	Business

•	Human	Resource	Management

Bachelor of Science Degree

•	Computer	Information	Systems	

Certification

•	Homeland	Security
Saint Leo University admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin.

Saint Leo University is a proven leader in 
adult education for more than 35 years.

 

Charles C. Smith
Attorney at Law

Former Judge Advocate US Navy

• Personal Injury
• Car Accidents
• Divorce
• Bankruptcy 7 - 13
• Child Custody
• Merit System Protection Board
• Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., Suite A-101 • CORpus Christi  
(361) 937-5513  •  Toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly

William A. Thau III, P.C.

24/7  Wingspan on line at 
www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi

Scroll down to the Wingspan Logo

classified
Vehicles for sale

FOR SALE: 1965 VW BUG Runs great. Ex-
tremely clean! $5500 OBO. 361-244-1840.

FOR SALE: 2007 C-230 Mercedes Benz 
Sport Sedan, 22,500 original miles, one owner 
must see asking $27,800 call 765-9995.

FOR SALE: 22’ Columbia Sailboat, great sail-
ing, fixed keel, excellent sails, sleeps 4, portable 
head, closed cockpit and open cockpit. Ready 
for spring sailing, uses outboard engine. $1265 
or OBO, call (361) 813-9353 or (361) 548-3000.

FOR SALE: 2001 Mustang, GT, Convertible - 
$7875, Excellent, automatic, white exterior, tan 
leather interior and top. Traction Lock, power 
windows – doors – seats - locks, AM/FM CD cas-
sette Premium Sound, A/C, tilt, cruise - 64,230 
miles. No rust or body damage, $7875 or OBO, 
call (361) 813-9353 or (361) 548-3000.

For sale: 2005 Pontiac Montana Van Approx. 
48,000 miles.  Silver.  Fully loaded with all elec-
tric windows, seats, doors, leather interior, dvd 
sytem, chrome rims and more!  Asking 10,500. 
All offers considered. Teresa in Portland, TX 
(434) 509-8957.

Experienced Dental Assistant
Experienced RDA (Dental Asst.) needed for 
busy oral surgery and implant office. Benefits, 
competitive salary, bonuses, and IRA SEP Plan 
provided. Must have 2-10 yrs’ experience. Fax: 
361-387-4023, or 361-857-6201.

help wanted

Office / Clerical Position. Fast-paced office 
person capable of multi-tasking: answering 
phones, taking orders, typing, computer knowl-
edge. Must be dependable, hard worker. Must 
write clearly. Must have A/P experience. Must 
have pleasant phone and people skills. Must like 
animals. No cell phones. No perfume. Mon-Sat 
6 am – 2 pm. Email resume to mtnmedicinal@
yahoo.com

SALON & Spa needs a
· shampoo tech      · licensed stylist
Part time, must work Saturdays and must 
have transportation. Apply Tuesday or 
Thursday at 1220 Airline, Suite 195. Ask 
for Betty.

Part Time Bookkeeper
5 hours each weekend. Some accounting 
background. Experience using QuickBooks 
and Microsoft Word. Busy dental practice. Fax: 
371-857-6201.

Classified continued on page 21

*Shipping and handling nonrefundable, 60-day money-back guarantee. **The WreckingBalm System includes DemoMatic™ with Erosion Head™,
Suffusion™ Gel, DemoBrasion™ Spray, HydraVescent™ Cream, Branding Butter™ Concealer, customer service, and a 60-day money-back guarantee. 

Call now to get your 60-day risk-free trial*of
WreckingBalm™ Tattoo  Fade System**and ask
how to get a FREE SUPPLYwith your order.

1-866-336-0357

Before

TATTOO REMOVAL
without painful laser procedures.

Devastatingly effective home removal kit. 
It’s fast. It’s easy.
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WreckingBalm™ is a combination
treatment using 3 technologies along with an
FDA-approved tattoo removal device as well as all
natural solvents and targeted tattoo pigment bright-
eners. Just 3 simple fast steps every other day and

you’ll be on your way to ridding yourself of that
unwanted tattoo. Whether you have dark greens
and reds, or blue and blacks, WreckingBalm will
fade your tattoo into oblivion. In weeks, you’ll start
seeing your tattoo fade into clear healthier sk in.

WRECKING
BALM™

Ad provided by MediaBids.com. 1-866-236-2259.

Military members and their families can 
enjoy discounted tickets May 11 -16 as the 
Corpus Christi Hooks baseball team holds 
its “Salute to Service Week” at Whataburger 
Field.

The Hooks, the AA-affiliate of the 
Houston Astros, host the San Antonio Mis-
sions May 11-12 and the Frisco Roughriders 
May 13-16.

The Service Salute follows on the suc-
cessful pair of Military Appreciation Nights 
the Hooks hosted last year, this time with a 
different theme each night.

Monday, May 11 – Honoring Aviation 
History in South Texas

• Display of Naval Aviation exhibit from 
the Chief of Naval Air Training exhibit at 
Galvan House 

• Anniversary of enactment of the Air 
Medal in 1942 and honoring local recipients

• Party Areas open – Pool & Spa, AT&T 
Suite Seats (2 owner’s experiences included 
w/booking)

• Reserved Seating $8 (regularly $10) 
and General Admission/Grass $3 (regularly 
$5).

Tuesday, May 12 – Salute to Service 
Half-price Night

• Half-price tickets for military ($5 and 
$2.50) – show IDs at box offi ce

• USS Lexington Night – Lex promotion 
& giveaways, Lt. Lex on hand

• Party Areas open – Pool & Spa (2 
owner’s experiences included w/booking)

Wednesday, May 13 – Awareness Night 
for USO

• Proceeds from ticket sales support USO 
– tickets regular price

• Hooks seat cushions to fi rst 2,500 fans 
courtesy of Coastal Bend Chevy Dealers

• Party Areas open – Champion Club, 
AT&T Suite Seats (2 owner’s experiences 
included w/booking)

Thursday, May 14 – Salute to Service 
Half-price Night

• Half-price tickets for military ($5 and 
$2.50) – show IDs at box offi ce 

• Air Force recruiting table & pre-game 
swearing-in ceremony – available to other 
branch recruiters w/purchase of 250 tickets

• Game to be aired live on Fox Sports 
Net

Friday, May 15 – “Soldiers on the Big 
Screen” 

• Military movie clips for game 
situations

• Recorded messages from servicemem-
bers  here and abroad

Saturday, May 16 – 60th Anniversary 
of Armed Forces Day

• Hooks camo jersey to fi rst 2,000 fans 
courtesy of Citgo

• Flyover
• Color guard
• Patriot Guard Riders around warning 

track pre-game
• Branch songs played in-between 

innings

C. C. Hooks Salute the Services
Stoy and photo by Rod Hafemeister

Tickets can be purchased online at: www.cchooks.com/grouptickets/military
Username: military  Password: cchooks

Hooks promotions coordinator, Seamus Gallivan, also is asking for contact information 
on local Air Medal recipients for the May 11 event and video clips for May 15. He can 
be reached at 361-561-4689 or by email at sgallivan@cchooks.com.

NASCC Color Guard at Hooks’ Military Appreciation Night in 2008

Earth Day Cleanup

NASCC workers spent the morning of April 20 on an Earth Day cleanup of the 
base, including (above) the Ocean Drive property outside the gate. (Inset) Trash 
collected included construction debris and even HEB shopping carts.

Photo by Christina Meza, NASCC Environmental; inset by Rod Hafemeister.
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10514 S.P.I.D.
Corpus Christi

361-WE-STORE
harborcenter@att.net

•	Climate Controlled Units

•	Computerized Gate  

Access 7 days a week

•	Electronic Security  

Systems
•	Fenced & Well Lighted

•	Video Surveillance

•	We Sell Boxes & Supplies

Mini Office and Warehouse
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The Harbor
C e n t e rP

NAS Dr.
358

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

Recommended Service

CLASSIFIEDS 
SERVICES

CITRUS SOLUTION 
Carpet Cleaning …

Cleans Better, Dries Faster, Stays 
Cleaner Longer and Smells Great!
Call us TODAY at 361-737-3069 to 

make your appointment. 
www.OrangeGuy.info

The United States Submarine Veterans, Inc., 
meets on the 2nd Saturday of each month at 
11am at the Silverado Smokehouse on Weber.  
Contact: SubVetBobby@gmail.com or (361) 
876-0042.

ISE is looking for host families to host our 
foreign exchange students. If you would like 
to know more information about hosting one of 
our students contact the area representative at 
(361) 563-8354 or check out our website at www.
culturalexchange.us

U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary “About Boating 
Safety Class.”  May 16th and June 8th. This 
full day course covers basics of boating and 
boating safety.  Great introductory course. $45 
fee includes materials, classroom instruction 
and hands on demonstrations. Contact Monica 
Walker at 361-658-1394 for more information.

Parkinson monthly support group meets 
at the YWCA on the last Saturday of each 
month. Reservations are not required, but if 
anyone needs further information, we can be 
contacted at 949-7719. 

Retired Army military patch collector in Corpus 
Christi interested in trading military shoulder 
patches with other collectors. Call 361-850-7953 
or email hpillsbury@grandecom.net.

notices

HOW TO Place your  
PAID CLASSIFIED AD

All business ads are Commercial/Paid Classified ads 
i.e. FOR RENT, SERVICES etc. ALL ads  
placed by individuals who are not active  

or retired military are PAID ads.

PLACE YOUR PAID CLASSIFIED
IN THE 05/21/09 ISSUE OF WINGSPAN
Your ad will run for two issues. 40 words or less.
Mail your ad and a check for $45 (for two issues)

To:     D. J. Young Publishing • P. O. Box 3100
Corpus Christi, TX   78463-3100

Or email to:  wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com
Call 361-814-0866 with your credit card number.

(deadline 05/16/09 for receipt of copy and payment) 

PENSACOLA, Fla. – Whether it’s 
searching a Dhow in the Persian Gulf for 
hidden weapons, or boarding and inspecting 
a suspected pirate mothership off the coast 
of Somalia, Visit, Board, Search and Seizure 
(VBSS) teams are playing an important part in 
the Navy’s 21st century Maritime Strategy.

Managed by the Center for Security 
Forces (CENSECFOR) in Norfolk, Va., for-
mal VBSS training was created following the 
fi rst Gulf War in 1990 as a way to standardize 
and continue the Maritime Interception 
Operations introduced there as a result of 
U.N. Resolutions.

“The course was designed to standardize 
what was previously done through on-the-job 
training and passdown,” said Kurt Martin, 
Anti-Terrorism Program Manager for CEN-
SECFOR. “We introduced the curriculum in 
1998 and updated it in 2005 to refl ect what the 
teams would be facing in the fl eet.”

Initial VBSS skills training is delivered 
by CENSECFOR at four locations: Chesa-
peake, Va., Mayport, Fla., San Diego, Calif., 
and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The initial training 
continuum includes three courses lasting a 
total of eight weeks, with some team members 
receiving additional follow-on training. Skills 
taught in the VBSS courses include tactical 
movement and shooting, defensive tactics, 
repelling, searching and other team skills.

The center’s training covers both VBSS 
Level I, which focuses on ships that comply 
with the instructions of the inspection team, 
and Level II, which addresses the tactics used 
to board vessels that are non-compliant. Level 
II ships have freeboard (the distance between 
the waterline and the main deck of the ship) of 
25 feet or less above the water. Non-compli-
ant vessels that have greater than 25 feet of 
freeboard, or that are actively opposing the 
boarding, are handled by teams of Special 
Operations Forces (SOF). 

VBSS: Evolving with the mission 
by Ed Barker, Naval Education and Training Command Public Affairs

Cmdr. Steve Murphy, commanding 
officer of USS Mahan (DDG 72), is cur-
rently operating as part of Combined Task 
Force (CTF) 151, a multi-national task force 
conducting counter-piracy operations in the 
Gulf of Aden. 

“Time and again on this deployment, 
the investment in training of my VBSS 
team has paid off,” said Murphy. “Whether 
in support of the counter-narcotics mission 
or our new, more aggressive approach to 
stopping piracy, extensive training and the 
teamwork and principles of risk management 
that it has instilled has resulted in safe mission 
accomplishment.”

 Although anti-piracy operations are 
getting the lion’s share of the news coverage, 
Martin notes that VBSS teams are not specifi -
cally trained for an anti-piracy mission. 

“You won’t fi nd the term ‘anti-piracy’ 
in any of the CENSECFOR VBSS training 

curriculum,” he said. “The fact that the ships 
depend on the VBSS teams is a by-product 
of the cohesive unit that forms, and their 
ability to deliver the team via Rigid-Hulled 
Infl atable Boats (RHIBs), board vessels and, 
if necessary, defend themselves should the 
situation arise. VBSS teams are on Navy ships 
throughout the world 24/7, keeping the bad 
guys from smuggling everything from guns 
to cocaine.” 

“VBSS teams are an all-volunteer force, 
and generally consist of young, athletic 
Sailors that are gung-ho,” said Senior Chief 
Boatswain’s Mate (SW) Michael Edwards, 
training and readiness action officer for 
Commander, Naval Surface Force Atlantic. 
“It’s an intense program that is challenging 
to complete, but the experience and results 
are worth it. The missions are interesting and 
varied; as a VBSS team member afl oat, life 
is never dull.”

Lt. j.g. Lawrence Heyworth, a boarding offi cer for the guided-missile destroyer 
USS Chung-Hoon (DDG 93) VBSS team, climbs a ladder to board the 
decommissioned amphibious transport dock EX-Duluth (LPD 6) during training 
at Naval Station Pearl Harbor.    U.S. Navy photo by MC1 James E. Foehl

Is an integral part
of doing Business!

 361-814-0866

for WINGSPAN 
rates and  

information

Corpus Christi Army Depot employees had a great time getting their hands dirty 
for Arbor Day, April 24. They planted a Hibiscus with bright yellow blooms in 
the Depot’s Building 8 atrium.(l-r) Erica Webb, Manny Ruiz-Vasquez, Lynn 
Gomez, Marissa Arredondo, Tracey Busby, Sgt. Maj. Charles Beckman.

CCAD celebrates Arbor Day

Photo by Ed Mickley, CCAD Public Affairs.



May 07, 2009	  Wingspan          Wingspan	 May 07, 2009    22 7
C
M
Y
K

TASTE-TEST SPECIAL  
ONE MEDIUM  

ONE-TOPPING PIZZA
ONLY $899

Dine in or Carry Out
Ask about our Military Special

14493 S.P.I.D.
949-0787

FREE Delivery on the Island
Daily: 11 am to 10 pmBring in or mention ad. Expires 6/30/09

“The Place for Italian Food  
in Corpus Christi”

See our menu and wine list at www.lucianositalian.com

Lunch:	 Monday-Friday
	 11:15 - 1:45 pm 
Dinner:	Monday-Saturday
	 5:15 pm to 9:45 pm

1821 S. Alameda St.
Corpus Christi, TX 78404

361-882-3191

Luciano’s Italian Restaurant
 

Dining    •    Entertainment    •    Events

Visit us on the web  
www.gourmetbrowniekitchen.com

1220 Airline #155 • Corpus Christi
361-992-4300 Fax 361-992-4301

Tues-Sat 10 am to 5 pm

Incredibly delicious,  
distinctive and habit forming

Party Trays  
Nationwide Shipping  
Local Delivery

Military  
DISCOUNT

With DoD I.D.

The ultimate  
chocolate experience!

Monday – Thursday  
11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

   Friday – Saturday 
11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

6646 S Staples, Suite 122
Corpus Christi, Texas 78413
Catering & Delivery Available
(361) 993-6100  •  Fax (361) 993-6102

Come let us take your taste buds on a journey you will never forget!
Featuring homemade pasta, steaks, chicken and desserts

 

 

 

Mediterranean Cuisine 

Come let us take your taste buds on a journey you will never forget! 

 

6646 S Staples, Suite 122 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78413 

Phone: (361) 993 6100 Fax: (361) 993 6102 

Catering & Delivery Available! 
 

 

 

Mediterranean Cuisine 

Come let us take your taste buds on a journey you will never forget! 

 

6646 S Staples, Suite 122 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78413 

Phone: (361) 993 6100 Fax: (361) 993 6102 

Catering & Delivery Available! 

keep
jamming 
24/7

Mobile 
Music 
download and 
manage your
music right
on your phone

mycricket.com/music
© 2009 Cricket Communications, Inc. 2450Q OR 4/09

motorola
hint™QA30
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Important Changes
 

On May 25th, 2009 the Corpus 
Christi Regional Transportation 
Authority will implement signifi-
cant changes to (15) fifteen routes 
and insert (2) new routes for more 
effective service. The RTA would 
like new and current riders to be 
aware of the significant changes 
and how it may affect their travel.

RTA will be offering Public Ed-
ucation meetings at various loca-
tions around town over the month 
of April and May. If you would 
like an RTA representative to host 
a group presentation or drop off 
information to your school, office 
or organization please call the RTA 
Customer Care Center at 361-883-
2287.
 
Route 2 Hillcrest + Sunday Svc Change
Route 4 Flour Bluff Mini B
Route 5 Alameda/NAS
Route 6 Santa Fe/Malls
Route 8 Flour Bluff/Malls (NEW) + 
Sunday Svc Change
Route 12 Hillcrest/Saxet/Oak Park
Route 16 Agnes/Ruth
Route 17 Carroll/Southside
Route 21 Arboleda + Sunday Svc Change
Route 26 Airline/Malls Connector
Route 27X Robstown/Calallen Express

(NEW)
Route 29 Staples + Sunday Svc Change
Route 31 McArdle/Malls
Route 32 Southside Mini B
Route 37 Crosstown
Route 66 TAMUCC Connector
Route 78 CC Beach Connector

EST. 1949

HOWARD’S

FARMHOUSE BBQ 
& 

CATERING

HOURS:
11 - 3 - Monday - Saturday 

“Best Dang  
Bar-B-Q In Texas!”

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★

15370 S. Padre Island Dr. 
(Just past Whitecap Blvd.)

361-949-7737

Free Delivery on Padre 
Island after 5pm

Island Italian
Restaurant

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Live Music - Thur-Sat

Specializing in Fine Italian Cuisine
Proudly serving Padre Island  
and our military for 22 years!

Mon-Thur 11-9:30 
Fri-Sat 11-10 
Sun 5-9:30

A cut above 
the rest

As an old-fashioned butcher 
shop, we specialize in customer 
service with the finest selection 

of meats. Smoked and fresh 
sausages made here.

SPECIAL ORDERS CALL 
361-992-6512

T. M Moody’s Quality Meats

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-6:30    
Sat. 8:00-6:00  
Closed Sunday

4703 S. Alameda at Airline
(Meadowbrook Shopping Center)

Corpus Christi

 

PIZZA STATE
Check us out at www.pizzastate.com

6133 Ennis Joslin Road
(Corner of Ennis Joslin & Ocean Dr)

993-3283

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!!!!

OPEN
DAILY

Sun thru Thurs 11am to 10pm 
Fri and Sat 11am to 11pm

We love to meet anyone who is  
interested in having some great  

pizza in a fun atmosphere.  
Dine-In, Carry-out or Delivery*,  

we can't wait to take care of you!
*Delivery not valid on Military Appreciation 
Day. Valid DoD ID required at time of order.

EVERY Tuesday 

Area Navy Marine Corps Relief Society honors volunteers

The Navy Marine Corps Relief Society held its annual Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on April 24, recognizing volunteers from Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, 
Naval Air Station Kingsville and Naval Station Ingleside. Pictured, in alphabetical order, are: Sara Conner, Barbara Day, Cmdr. Bryce Gibb, Tammy Hoyt, Susan 
Lacey, Cmdr. Bruce Lankford, Lisa Lankford, Carol McDermott, Kathleen Newman, Tambi Parker, Capt. Randy Pierson, Sherri Pierson, Amy Pincelli, Martha 
Price, Susan Price, Nanci Pruter, Capt. Leland Taylor, Chief Thomas Taylor, Senior Chief Dewite Wehrman and Lynda Wood. Photo by Bob Torres

5017 Saratoga Blvd.
 Between Staples & Everhart

in Regal Plaza
Corpus Christi, TX 78413

361-992-7272(Papa)
WWW.PAPAMURPHYS.COM

Handmade…
Homebaked…

Voted America’s Best Pizza 
Chain 6 years in a row

Home of the  
Tax-Free Pizza

EBT/Lone Star  
Card Accepted

WE OFFER MILITARY DISCOUNT
Military receives 15% discount 

off regular price menu items on 
every pizza and food item with Military ID.

Fresh From 
YOUR Oven

Made fresh daily in our house,  
Baked when and how  

you like it in YOUR home
Phone 
ahead!
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Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio Pools Open - Register for Swim Lessons

Bayside Pool is scheduled to open on 
May 16! Bayside pool family recreation has 
a water slide and baby pool. 

Hours of operation are:
• Monday – Friday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
• Saturday  12 p.m.- 6 p.m.
• Sunday  1 p.m.- 6 p.m.

The Oasis Pool is open for lap swim 
only.

Hours of operation are:
• Monday – Friday 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 4 

p.m.- 6 p.m.
• Saturday & Sunday 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Registration 
for swimming les-
sons, pool parties, 
and pool passes 
will be May 11 
through May 15 
for active duty, 
reservists, retirees 
and their family 
members;  May 
18 through May 
22 for DoD and 
contractors, 4 to 6 p.m. at Bayside Pool. Swim 
lessons are available at $25 each person per 
class. For more information, call Earl Olsen 
at 961-3260.

New Hours for the Child Development 
Center

Beginning May 18, the Child Develop-
ment Center will change hours of operation.

The new hours of operation will be:
Monday through Friday - 5:30 a.m. – 6p.m.

For more information, please call the 
CDC at 961-1165.

Ceramic Kids Summer Camp

Kids are invited to join in on the fun with 
the Ceramic Kids Summer Camp. 

This event will be held every Wednesday 
from June through August until school 
starts.

Kids will learn the art of ceramics from 
pouring of molds, to a fi nished piece. 

POC is Clarice Bookamer, owner of 
Clarice’s Creations and award winning 
artist.

Please call her at 961-2459 to register 
for the Ceramic Kids Camp or for more 
information.

Summer Camp 2009

Registration for Summer Camp begins 
May 1st. 

Come join the Youth Activities Center 
as they “Catch the Magic” this Summer in 
arts & crafts, games, fi eld trips, swimming, 
science projects, theater, sports, library visits, 
and much more. 

MWR updates for Spring and Summer
Breakfast and an afternoon snack are 

included. Weekly fees are based upon total 
family income. 

For more information, please call 
961-2355.

MWR Open Golf Tournament

The MWR Open will be held on Friday, 
May 22, at the Gulf Winds Golf Course. 

This tournament is open to all hands; it 
will be a four-man scramble format with a 
shotgun start at 9 a.m. 

Team meeting begins at 8:30 a.m. 
Come enjoy prizes, food, and great fun! 

Entry fee is $25 per person and includes green 
fees, cart fees and lunch. 

Registration deadline is Wednesday, 
May 20. 

Call the GWGC at 961-3250 for ad-
ditional information.

2009 Armed Forces Kids Run

Registration is going on now for the 2009 
Armed Forces Kids Run. 

Race day is Saturday, May 30th at 
8a.m.

Ages 4-14 are welcome to join. 
Participants will receive a free t-shirt, 

along with snow cones, and lots of after race 
festivities.

For more information, please call the 
Youth Activities Center at 961-2355.
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Anne Waters
Your Personal  

Cruise Specialist
Corpus Christi, TX

(361) 949-1011 
 (877) 775-7245 (SAIL)

Prices per person, double occupancy; port charges included; gov’t fees & taxes and fuel additional limited avail-
ability. Prices shown are min. fares for select departure dates. Not responsible for last minute changes of price 
or itinerary by cruise line, or any errors or omissions in the content of this ad. Some restrictions and cancellation 
penalties may apply. Additional fees may apply. Ships’ Registry: Bahamas, United States, Netherlands, CA 
2006278-40, FLST 35829, IA 655, WA 601698664, NV 2005-0073, 2008© CruiseOne
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7-night Western Caribbean  
New Year’s Celebration
Roundtrip from Galveston, Tx
Royal Caribbean Voyager of the Seas 
12/27/2009

7-night Eastern Caribbean Christmas
Roundtrip from Ft. Lauderdale, Fl
Emerald Princess  12/20/2009

awaters@cruiseone.com  
www.grrr8cruises.com

www.cruiseone.com/awaters

7-night Western Caribbean  
New Year’s Celebration
Roundtrip from Galveston, Tx
Carnival Conquest   12/27/2009

7-night Eastern Caribbean Christmas
Roundtrip from Ft. Lauderdale, Fl
Holland America Line 12/20/2009

from $1219 from $1069

from $1199 from $899

Visit my website and enter to WIN 
a free Cruise. Enroll in our ESavers 
Newsletter and you could WIN!

We know what it means to serve.®

“How many motorcycles have you seen 
today?”

That’s the theme for May, Motorcycle 
Awareness Month, said Dan Miller, motor-
cycle safety instructor for Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi.

Although you can ride motorcycles 
year-round in South Texas, there’s a defi nite 
increase in bikes on the road when the weather 
turns warm.

And the idea is to remind both riders and 
car and truck drivers that they share the road, 
Miller said.

“I’ve identifi ed more than 300 motorcycle 
riders here on NAS Corpus Christi, and 
I honestly haven’t been able to identify 
everyone yet – I’ve still got commands 
coming in with their lists,” he said.

All motorcyclists who ride on a Navy 
installation are required to pass an approved 
motorcycle safety course and wear appropri-
ate protective equipment, including boots, 
gloves, helmet and refl ective material.

“From what I understand, all insurance 
companies give you a discount if you’ve had 
some kind of motorcycle training, so that’s 
another reason to get it,” Miller said.

Since Oct. 1, the beginning of the fi scal 
year, Miller has trained more than 100 
riders: 17 in the Basic Rider Course, 49 in 
the Experienced Rider Course and 38 in the 
Military Sportbike Rider Course.

May is Motorcycle Awareness Month — ‘Share the Road’
Story and photos by Rod Hafemeister

Motorcyclists taking the Experienced Rider Course on the training range along 
the seawall. Training in at  least one of the three courses is mandatory for anyone 
riding on a Navy installation. Training in each of the three motorcycle courses is 
free for all active duty, reserve and retired military members and their dependants 
and government civilian employees. Eligible riders can sign up for a training 
course online at: www.navymotorcyclerider.com

The NASCC Navy Exchange is now 
carrying approved helmets and 
refl ective vests for motorcyclists.

Free Lap-Band® Seminar

Schedule A Personal Consultation Today!
Please call to RSVP: 361-985-9500

Saturday, May 23rd
2222 Morgan, Suite 110

10:00 am-11:00 am

Monday, May 18th, 
June 1st, June 15th

4601 Corona @YMCA
6:30-7:30 pm

Seminar hosted by
Dr. Glenn A. Griffin
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Thrifts & Gifts
Catholic Thrift Store

9902 S.P.I.D. - Flour Bluff
(previous Goodwill location)

361-937-1197

Store Hours:
MON - TUES 
10-5 PM
WED - 10-6 PM
THURS - SAT 
10-5 PM

Come Buy & Visit or check the  
website at www.thrifts and gifts.org.

2 7/16” x 2 3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir. Corpus Christi, Tx 854-2278
2150 W. Wheeler Aransas Pass, Tx 758-5199

114 Lang Rd. Portland, Tx  643-8243

www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

1811 Broadway (aka Fulton Beach Rd.) Rockport, Tx 729-8777

Humpal
Physical
Therapy
& Sports
Medicine
Centers

(also located in Calallen & Alice)

We Proudly Support Our Military!

Pre-school to Adult
Beginners thru Advanced

Piano
Lessons
992-6517

Country Club
Staples/Saratoga/Everhart

With

Mrs.Ronnie 
Gerberich
National Music Teachers Assoc.
University of Rochester BA

Structural Integrity Program Keeps Pave Hawks in the Air
by Brigitte Rodriguez, CCAD Public Affairs

John Adams (right), Director of Aircraft Sustainment for U.S. Air Force Special 
Operations Forces and Combat Search and Rescue, addresses the Corpus Christ 
Army Depot artisans involved and talks about the importance of the Pave Hawk 
Structural Integrity Pilot Program to the Combat Search and Rescue effort. 
Wayne Duffy, CCAD Air Force Liaison instrumental in coordinating the project, 
listens. Photo by Ed Mickley, CCAD Public Affairs

Air Force Combat Search and Rescue 
helicopters continue to save lives, thanks to 
structural upgrades by the Corpus Christi 
Army Depot.

The fi rst HH-60G Pave Hawk to receive 
the upgrade rolled out of CCAD during a 
special ceremony April 7.

The Director of Aircraft Sustainment for 
U.S. Air Force Special Operations Forces and 
Combat Search and Rescue, John Adams, was 
at the depot to accept the prototype Structural 
Integrity Pilot Program Pave Hawk presented 
to the Air Force.

“These are special aircraft,” said Wayne 
Duffy, CCAD Air Force Liaison. “Their 
mission is combat search-and-rescue. They 
go in to rescue airmen and wounded (service-
members). If necessary, they can fi ght their 
way in and fi ght their way out.”

Because the future of the next Combat 
Search and Rescue project to replace the 
HH-60G fl eet, CSAR-X, is awaiting results of 
the Quadrennial Defense Review, this small 
fl eet of 101 Pave Hawks will have to extend 
their service life and workload.

“There’s no longer a timeline for when 
we’ll actually replace the HH-60 and get a 
new platform so that’s why this SIP is all the 
more important,” Duffy said.

“We’re going to have to extend the 
lifetime of this aircraft.”

SIP is designed to prolong the life of the 
aircraft through a structural upgrade that either 

replaces or modifi es parts on the airframe. 
“Basically, we do 100 percent replace-

ment of structure integrity of this aircraft 
to make it last another 10 years or so,” said 
Daniel Prado, Depot Production Manager. 

Pave Hawks are highly modifi ed versions 
of the Army Black Hawk helicopter. The in-
fl ight refueling probe is a noticeable addition 
to the Pave Hawk. Not so apparent is the 
upgraded communications and navigation 
suite.

These differences require special attention 
when being modifi ed. 

The program is not new to CCAD; 
structural  integri ty improvement is 
implemented on other product lines. For 
example, the A2A Black Hawks go through a 
process which accomplishes similar goals. 

Pave Hawks, however, could not use an 
identical process. Instead, a new process for 
modifi cation was engineered due to differ-
ences in part and airframe design. 

A part which fi t perfectly on a Black 
Hawk, for instance, would not fi t on the Pave 
Hawk because of its fuel probe. 

CCAD’s team of professionals went in 
and fashioned the modifi cation, developing 
new tools to get the job done.

Support for the program continues to 
increase. Recently, the program received 
money for a new structure fi xture that will 
decrease work-in-progress time during 
several phases of the program with alignment 

and installation.
Dedicated CCAD artisans have been 

modifying and repairing airframes on HH-
60G Pave Hawk helicopters in the program 
since May 2008. 

During his visit, Adams thanked all those 
involved for their efforts. 

“We would like to thank you for what 

you do every day, turning out about 20 Pave 
Hawks a year to keep us safe and sound and 
to keep those missions going,” he said.

Prado applauded the crew.
“I’m blessed that I have the talent that 

I have right now with these guys,” he said. 
“They applied themselves and they did real 
well on it. They’re pretty innovative folks.”

Classifieds start on 
page 16

South  Texas  Mi l i tary 
Housing Spring Cleanout

South Texas Military Housing is 
proud to announce the second annual 
Spring Cleanout 2009.

This is a base-wide residential 
rummage sale, with more than 60 families 
participating throughout the base. 

The Spring Cleanout is scheduled 
for Saturday, May 9 between 8 a.m. and 
noon.

The Coastal Bend Blood Center truck 
will be in our parking lot, too.

The Public is welcome to come 
and shop around for the best bargains 
anywhere.

Look for Flyers that will be handed 
out at the South Texas Military Housing 
Offi ce and at base locations such as the 
Exchange and the MWR Offi ces. 

Or call the Housing office at: 
361-937-0190.

Overall, the credit goes to the 67 personnel 
who work for him, Morris said.

“We have a great team of highly 
motivated personnel who are solidly behind 
a shared vision and willing to go the extra 
mile,” he said. “We also submitted and were 
highly competitive in the Fire Prevention, 
Fire Offi cer (AFC Mark Weil) and Firefi ghter 
(Capt. Joel Davis) awards categories.

“I am confi dent that these submissions, 
while not selected, did tip the balance in our 
favor in being recognized as Fire Department 
of the Year.”

The awards submission also stated that  
the “First Preventers” of the Fire Prevention 
Division executed 100 percent of the more 
than 650 required quarterly, annual and 
special facility fi re inspections and drills, 
issued 849 hazardous operation permits, 
investigated eight loss-fi res, trained 155 Fire 
Wardens, and delivered high-yield public 
education to more than 7,000 personnel.

And the Training Division readied 68 
professional fi refi ghters for battle through 
more than 36,000 man-hours “of expertly 
planned and executed in-service and formal 
training,” including airfi eld, structural live-
fi re, confi ned-space and rescue training.  

And while awards are nice, the real 
benefit comes from the recognition that 
department manages its resources and people 
effi ciently and effectively, Morris said.

“I see what is happening in other places,” 
he said. “And then I look around here and I see 
$1.5 million in new fi re trucks and a recently 
completed $880,000 training facility.

“We also have the upcoming replacement 
of a badly deteriorated fi re station at Cabaniss 
to improve quality of life, cutting edge 
technology and seemingly never-ending 
advanced training.

“I see all that, and I know that we have 
received the much needed visibility that, 
bottom line, means resources come to us.” 

Fire continued from page 1
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The Navy accomplished something 
April 27 that the friends of Senior Chief 
Martin Barnholtz thought they’d never see 
– Barnholtz without something to say.

Minutes after having Master Chief Petty 
Offi cer anchors pinned on his collar, Barnholtz 
drew applause and laughs when he said, “For 
the fi rst time, I think I’m speechless.”

But he quickly recovered, with advice to 
Sailors coming up behind him.

“Always take the hard jobs, the 
challenging jobs,” he said. “Even if you 
don’t think it’s challenging, always do your 
best at it.

“Always do your best at everything and 
you will be recognized for what you do.” 

Barnholtz was born on Jan. 29, 1968 in 
St. Louis Missouri. He graduated high school 
in 1986, joined the Navy in February 1987 and 
completed ET A school in Great Lakes, Ill., 
in September 1988. 

His duty stations have included the 
USS White Plains, Naval Computers and 
Tele-communications Area Master Station 
WESTPAC (Guam), Service Schools 
Command Great Lakes ET “A” School, USS 
Inchon, USS John F. Kennedy, and two tours 
at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. 

After completing two years of his second 
tour aboard NASCC he volunteered for an 
Individual Augmentation tour to Afghanistan 
and returned in November.  

Marty Barnholtz surprised with advancement to Master Chief

NASCC Command Master Chief Pat Flavin (l.) and C.O. Capt. Randy Pierson (r.) show off 
the Master Chief anchors they just pinned on former Senior Chief Martin Barnholtz.

by Rod Hafemeister

  His personal awards 
include the Meritorious 
Serv ice  Medal ,  Navy 
a n d  M a r i n e  C o r p s 
Commendat ion Medal 
(three awards), Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal (four awards), and 
Army Achievement Medal.

The advancement to 
the Navy’s top enlisted rank 
was a surprise, Barnholtz 
admitted – made more 
so by the sudden way it 
happened.

The Master Chief list 
came out that morning, 
and Barnholtz was the only 
Senior Chief at NASCC to 
make the list.

Word went  out  to 
assemble his fellow Chiefs 
and friends and co-workers. 
A n d  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n , 
C o m m a n d i n g  O ff i c e r 
Capt. Randy Pierson and 
Command Master Chief 
Pat Flavin pinned the new 
anchors on Barnholtz in front of NASCC 
headquarters.

Flavin reminded those assembled that, by 
law, only 1 percent of the enlisted force can 

be Master Chiefs.
“If you want to know how to reach Master 

Chief, look at Marty Barnholtz’s record – look 
at what he did,” Flavin said.

Navywide, 396 of 3,329 board-eligible 
active-duty Senior Chiefs were advanced 
to Master Chief in this year’s advancement 
cycle.

Photo by Bob Torres

5544 Kostoryz Road
Corpus Christi, Texas 78415

VA
Approved

361-814-5438

Get in the driver’s seat,
with money to spare.

*Annual Percentage Rate. Current rates range from 3.5% to 10.5%, based on creditworthiness and product, so your rate may differ. Military
special available effective October 1, 2008, is a limited time offer, and may expire at any time. Applications accepted at the branch and by
phone only. Payment example: $20,000 auto loan for 36 months at 4.750% APR, monthly payment of $598.51. This credit union is federally
insured by the National Credit Union Administration. Copyright © 2009 Navy Federal NFCU 11123 (2-09)

Active duty, get a ¼% APR* discount on
auto loans! New, used or refinance from
another lender.

� GAP insurance as low as $249
� Fast pre-approvals
� Some of the best rates around
� Major buying power

Not a member? Join today!
Serving Army, Marine Corps, Navy
and Air Force active duty, retired,
reserve, National Guard, DoD civilians
and their families.

1-888-842-6328
navyfederal.org

undercoat thinned out, allowing your pet to 
stay cooler. 

If you do decide to shave your animals, 
do not shave them too short. Remember that 
their hair coat provides them protection from 
the sun (animals can get sunburns, too) and 
when laying on hot 
surfaces.

White animals 
do not have enough 
color pigment to 
protect their skin 
and thus can easily 
develop skin cancer 
just like people. 
Apply sunscreen to a white dog or cat on their 
nose and ears tips.

You should try to keep pets indoors, in the 
air conditioning. If they are left outside, you 
should provide shelter for them from the sun 
and hot weather, such as a dog house. 

When going to the beach or park for 
the day you should leave your pet at home, 
unless you can bring shade and plenty of 
fresh water. 

Avoid leaving a pet under a tree. The 
tree’s shade will rapidly disappear as the sun 
moves across the sky. 

And NEVER leave your pet in a parked 
car. Even a car parked in the shade with 
partially opened windows can become a 
furnace. On an 80-degree day, the inside 
of your car can reach 120 degrees within 
minutes. No pet can survive that heat. 

Next time you decide to take Scruffy to 
the beach with the family remember how hot 
it really is out there. Your pets would rather 
lie on the couch and watch Animal Planet 
all day. 

If they are going to be outside in the yard 
don’t forget the shade and plenty of water. 
Your pets will love you even more for it.

You can imagine yourself sitting in a 
lounge chair, watching the waves, and sipping 
a cool drink. While you are kicking back and 
enjoying the hot weather, you might want 
to give a few thoughts to your four-footed 
friends.

They really don’t see what all the fuss 
is about. As far as your pets are concerned, 
summer time is hot weather, hot cars, and 
long, anxious stays in kennels while you are 
away on vacation. 

We are in South Texas, where the 
summers last about seven months. 

The weather is overwhelming to us at 
times – so imagine what it is like for your 
animals.

Dogs and cats do not sweat; they only 
cool off by panting. As soon as the outside 
temperature reaches the dog’s internal 
temperature of about 101.5 degrees, panting 
no longer works to cool the animal. 

So, dogs and cats rapidly overheat on 
summer days. 

Our furry friends show many different 
signs of trouble when they become overheated. 
Initial signs include rapid breathing or 
panting, rapid heart and pulse rates, weak 
pulse, pale or red gums. 

It progresses to dry gums, excess 
salivation, decreased alertness, coma, seizures, 
weakness, vomiting, diarrhea, and bleeding 
– and heat stroke. 

Heat stroke can lead to organ damage 
of the brain, heart, liver, and kidneys, and 
even death. 

That brings us to our next big question, 
should owners shave their animals during the 
summer months? Well, the jury is still out on 
that matter in veterinary circles. 

You should defi nitely ensure that your 
pet’s coat is clean and well brushed at 
all times. This will help keep the heavier 

Protect your pets in summer heat
by Shauna Moyer, Animal Health Aid, U.S. Army Veterinary Treatment Facility

WASHINGTON – The Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) announced May 1 that 
Veterans can begin submitting applications 
on-line for the Post-9/11 GI Bill.

“There is no better investment than 
education,” said Tammy Duckworth, VA’s 
assistant secretary for public and intergov-
ernmental affairs. “The Post-9/11 GI Bill 
will provide new opportunities that are 
essential to our Veterans, our workforce and 
our economy.”

Veterans, service members, reservists 
and National Guard members with active 
duty since Sept. 10, 2001, may be eligible 
for this benefi t. Veterans will remain eligible 
for benefi ts for 15 years from the date of last 
discharge or release from a period of active 
duty of at least 90 continuous days. 

Eligible applicants must have served for 
an aggregate period of at least 90 days since 
Sept. 10, 2001, or served at least 30 continu-
ous days on active duty since Sept. 10, 2001, 
and received a discharge for disability. 

Benefit payment rates range from 40 
percent of the maximum benefi t for a person 
with at least 90 days, but less than six months 

of aggregate service and up to 100 percent of 
the benefi t for people with at least 36 months 
of aggregate service or 30 continuous days 
and a discharge due to a service connected 
disability. 

Prospective beneficiaries may apply 
on-line through the GI Bill Web site at www.
GIBILL.VA.gov.

Qualifi ed Veterans will receive a “Cer-
tifi cation of Eligibility” as well as additional 
information regarding benefits they may 
qualify for under the Post-9/11 GI Bill, which 
will become effective on Aug. 1, 2009.

The Post-9/11 GI Bill, passed by Con-
gress last year, is the most extensive educa-
tional assistance program authorized since the 
original GI Bill was signed into law in 1944. 
It provides eligible applicants with tuition 
payments to assist them in getting a college 
education. For many participants, it also 
provides a housing allowance and a stipend 
for books and supplies. 

Information about the new program and 
VA’s other educational benefi ts can be ob-
tained through www.GIBILL.VA.gov or by 
calling 1-888-GIBILL1 (1-888-442-4551).

VA taking applications for new GI Bill Benefi ts

http://www.gibill.va.gov
http://www.gibill.va.gov
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE	
Base Catholic Chapel			
Sunday Mass  - 9:00 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.)	
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

Wingspan
NAS Corpus Christi

“Exceeding Expectations Through 
Pride In Performance”

Commanding Officer
Capt. R.F. Pierson
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Do you SNORE?

Are you TIRED in the 
morning after  
SLEEPING all night?

Do you ever wake up  
GASPING, CHOKING or 
with a RACING HEART?

Has anyone noticed you  
having DIFFICULTY 
BREATHING at night?

4638 CORONA • Suite 45  •  Corpus Christi, Tx  78411   
361-852-8453  Toll Free 1-800-450-1152

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
www.annaashleyddspa.com

Keep the Sparkle in Your Smile!

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

For our dental phobics we offer:
•	 Nitrous oxide gas
•	 Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
•	 Blankets and pillows  
•	Walkmans 
•	Warm towels 

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

We 
Know 
Kids

SOUTHSIDE	 ALAMEDA	 BAY AREA	 CALALLEN	 PORTLAND
992-6458	 855-7346	 985-1418	 241-9541	 643-2518
5945 Saratoga	 3435 S. Alameda	 7121 SPID	 13725 NW Blvd	 1029 W. Hwy 181
Across from	 Next to	 In the Bay Area	 Across from	 In the
Spohn Hospital	 Driscoll Children’s	 Medical Office	 Calallen High	 Crescent Center
South	 Hospital	 Building	 School	 Building

That’s why so many parents 
choose the Children’s 
Clinic. Our experience and 
compassion allow you to take 
comfort in knowing that your 
child is receiving the best care 
possible. We’ve been doing 
this since 1952. We know a 
thing or two about kids.  
Come by any of our five 
convenient locations and see 
for yourself.

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We take 
all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Aetna, and a  
|Medicaid Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

 

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

The fi nal trash haul included everything 
from thousands of cigarette butts to 
construction debris - and even three HEB 
shopping carts. 

A great MWR lunch wrapped up things 
by noon, and more than 300 trash bags went 
to the dumpsters.

 One major lesson that everybody learned 
was how disappointing it is to clean up 
somebody else’s trash. 

In the spirit of Earth Day and Navy 
pride, I hope every year there is less and less 
to pick up.

Angels. As a division offi cer, why shouldn’t I 
have the same expectation of the people who 
work for me?

Why don’t I 
expect my staff 
to pay attention 
to the smallest 
of details. I have 
p e o p l e  w h o 
come to me with 
true life or death 
situations.

I must raise 
my own personal bar of efficiency and 
profi ciency in the details. 

Then it can trickle down to my staff and 
to those I serve and serve with. 

God is in the details and I must learn to 
be like the famous monk, Brother Lawrence, 
to do any and every task as if I was doing it 
for the Creator Himself.

Skipper’s Column

Chaplain’s Message

Editor’s Corner

Fasnacht

To all who organized and helped with the 
Air Show, I would like to thank you. It was a 
fabulous event that my kids greatly enjoyed. 

On Monday morning, my daughter was 
disappointed to learn that the Air Show was 
over and we would not be attending for the 
fourth day in a row.

The only draw back from the event is that 
I received a more than minor sunburn on my 
face and hair line. 

In Michigan, one never had to worry 
about applying SPF 5000 in the middle of 
April, but I was quickly reminded that I am 
not in Michigan anymore. 

My failure to pay attention to this detail 
has caused me great discomfort. 

As I was training to become a chaplain, 
I was reminded on more than one occasion to 
“pay attention to the details.”

Now that I am a chaplain with staff 
working for me, I have had to repeat the 
same standard Navy line, “Pay attention to 

Pay Attention to the Details
by Lt. j.g. Rob Fasnacht, Chaplain

the details.” 
The idiom, “the devil is in the details,” 

is actually a derivative of, “God is in the 
details.” It becomes a point of perspective.

For too long, I have wasted an unbeliev-
able amount of energy trying to ignore the 
details.

I was always a “measure once, cut twice” 
sort of guy. Now I am learning the importance 
to “measure twice and cut once.” 

I save myself and others around me time, 
money and resources when I don’t have to 
do simple tasks twice. I am learning to be 
effi cient. I am learning to pay attention to 
the details.

While the Blue Angels are flying in 
their diamond formation, every detail must 
be hyper-analyzed. Their lives and the lives 
of the spectators are at risk if they fail to pay 
attention to the smallest of particulars.

As a viewer of the Air Show, I expected 
nothing less than perfection from the Blue 

by Capt. Randy Pierson

Pierson

by Rod Hafemeister

Hafemeister

I  w a n t  t o 
thank everybody 
for showing real 
Navy spirit during 
the base cleanup 
April 20. 

On the day 
after the South 
Texas Shoot-Out 
Air Show, NAS 
Corpus Christi’s 
people proved 
their commitment 
to  the  Navy’s 
Earth Day theme 
by partnering to 

clean up our base and shoreline. 

Navy’s Earth Day 2009:
Partnering for the Planet

In addition to a scheduled FOD Walk-
down by squadron personnel, more than 
250 people from more than 20 commands 
volunteered to help, along with retirees and 
a City of Corpus Christi offi cial.

With Ground Electronics wake-up music 
in the background, NEX provided us with 
coffee and honey bun snacks, and the effort 
kicked off at 8:15 a.m. 

Divided into eight teams, everybody 
put on their sunscreen, hats and gloves, 
grabbed up industrial-sized trash bags and 
trash pickers, and scoured every part of the 
installation.

Don’t Panic
As I write 

this – one week 
into the swine 
flu scare and a 
week before you 
get to read it – I 
am reminded of 
the admonition 
on the cover of 
t h e  f i c t i o n a l 
H i t c h h i k e r s 
G u i d e  t o  t h e 
Galaxy: “DON’T 
PANIC.”

By now, we should have a better idea 
whether we are facing a serious pandemic 
(defi ned as, “An epidemic (a sudden outbreak) 
that becomes very widespread and affects a 
whole region, a continent, or the world”) or 
if the new H1N1 infl uenza strain is not as 
dangerous as feared.

We don’t have a story on it in this 
issue because, with our two-week schedule, 

whatever we print would be hopelessly out of 
date by the time you read it. 

We’ve posted a link on the Website 
to the CDC and will update the site if 
appropriate, but this is a case where the instant 
communications of television and the Internet 
will do a much better job of providing timely 
information.

But… make sure you activate your 
mental garbage fi lters. A quick scan of the 
blogs and discussion boards fi nds a lot of 
misinformation and outright balderdash out 
there.

And it’s not just folks on the “fringe” 
– there are countries out there banning pork 
products or destroying their livestock, despite 
the overwhelming assurances by medical 
experts that you cannot catch this bug by 
eating pork.

Locally, at least some folks appear to 
have hit the panic button early. My wife came 
home from the store and said there wasn’t a 
bottle of bleach or can of Lysol on the shelf 

– people were making a run on disinfectants 
the way they go for bottled water when a 
hurricane threatens.

But so far, the medical types have said the 
most important things you can do is 1) wash 
your hands well and often, and 2) stay home 
if you get sick, so you don’t spread it.

The big question – which may have been 
answered by now – is why people aren’t dying 
from it the way they have in Mexico.

I heard a radio interview with Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
at the National Institutes of Health. He 
suggested that it may turn out the death rate 
is actually very low everywhere – but that 
Mexico had a lot more people infected than 
they had realized, meaning more deaths even 
with a low death rate.

And remember, the CDC says that 
influenza of whatever type results in an 
average of 36,000 deaths (mostly from 

Editor continued on page 19
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www.SQLC.org

The Mirador Speaker Series

www.MiradorRetirement.com

“The Economy, Money and You”
Jim Lee, Ph.D., Professor of Economics
Texas A&M University of Corpus Christi
Tuesday, May 19th, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.

Dr. Lee will talk candidly about issues affecting your immediate financial future, including the current 
performance of stock prices versus fixed-income instruments, problems with Social Security, and health care 
costs. He’ll offer specific perspectives on retirement and the Corpus Christi community.

Our next event:
“Some Rob You with a Pen: A Guide to Protecting Your Assets”
Bob Guess, Author and Host of The Dollars & Sense Radio Show, Founder, Senior Financial Services
Thursday, June 18th, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.

Both events will be held at The Corpus Christi Country Club
6300 Everhart Rd  •  Corpus Christi, TX 78413
Refreshments will be served.  •  Limited Seating.
Please RSVP:  (361) 356-1710

The Future of Retirement and You.
These insightful events will be your chance to preview the resort-style 
world of Mirador, the future of senior living in Corpus Christi. 
Discover Corpus Christi’s first and only Life Care community, 
with the security of health care for life.

How to Keep Your 
Financial Plans on Station. 
Two events to help you navigate 
the dire financial straits.
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CCAD Extends Life of 
AF Pave Lows
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NASCC Fire Department grabs Region honors again

Preparing for the 34th Annual Beach to Bay Marathon

NASCC’s Newest 
Master Chief

Page 3

Plus: Chief’s Board 
Deadline May 15

Page 11 Thousands of runners are preparing for the 34th Annual Beach 
to Bay Relay Marathon that will be held here May 16. Last 
year’s runners (above) appreciated a cooling shower as they 
ran through NASCC.

Story and photo by Bob Torres

The Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi Fire Department has been 
named Navy Region Southeast 
Fire Department of the Year (Large 
Category) for 2008. 

Fire Chief John Morris said that 
the honor is even better because it’s 
a repeat – the department won the 
award in 2007, as well. 

“It feels great, especially know-
ing that we are competing against 
large high visibility bases such 
as Pensacola, Jacksonville and 
Mayport as well as a bunch of 
other smaller bases throughout the 
Southeast Region,” he said.

“Though we don’t chase 
awards, the awards process serves 

to validate the fantastic work that 
our personnel do each and every day 
and provides a little extra motivation 
to keep trying new and innovative 
ways of doing things.”

The awards submission in-
cluded details of how busy the Fire 
Department was in 2008:

• 1,653 calls for service, includ-

ing 20 fi res; 
• 211 calls for Emergency 

Medical Services (EMS);
• Supported more than 350,000 

air operations;
• Limited total fire loss to 

$88,000, or .0024% of the total $3.6 
billion at-risk value.

Morris said the secret is hard 
work and sharp focus – and strong 
support from the command.

“Though we are continually 
moving forward on various initia-
tives in Operations, Fire Prevention 
and Training, the support from the 
front offi ce is critical,” he said. “We 
have been fortunate over the last 
three years to have great support 
from the two Skippers and XO’s that 
has allowed us the freedom to fast 
track on some of these ideas. 

“Oh, the other secret is Shanita 
Jones who does a fantastic job of 
maintaining the administrative side 
of the house – which is a lot like 
herding cats.”

by Rod Hafemeister

The men and women of the NASCC Fire Department celebrate being named Navy Region 
Southeast Fire Department of the Year (Large Category) for 2008 with a group photo. Fire continued on page 25

Hundreds and maybe thou-
sands of runners are preparing for 
the 34th Annual Beach to Bay Relay 
Marathon that will be held here 
May 16.

The marathon begins on the 
beach, just South of Bob Hall Pier, 
comes through the Air Station, goes 
up Ocean Drive and finishes at 
Cole Park near downtown Corpus 
Christi.

The marathon entails a six-
person team and runners have come 
from as far as England and Kenya 
to run the “Beach to Bay.”

“We’re really excited about 
this year’s race, because we already 
have record numbers signing up,” 
said Doug McBee, race coordinator. 
“This year we have a special race 
being added. 

“An Army unit in Tikrit, Iraq, 
will be running a race there, in 
the desert, at the same time we’re 
running ours here. We sent them 

T-shirts, like what we’re wearing 
and they’ll run it there, with our 
t-shirts. It’s a ‘fi rst’ for this type 
race and we’re particularly excited 
about that.”

 “Is it still on,” asked Liza 
Gallegos calling from Austin, TX. 
“I heard it might be called off.”

Lisa, who has run here for the 
past three years, did not want to be 
left out.

The third Saturday in May is 
Armed Forces Day and, since the 
fi rst Beach to Bay in 1976, it’s been 
held on Armed Forces Day to honor 
our nation’s men and women in the 
Military. 

 The race has grown since it’s 
inception in 1976, to 1,719 teams 
in 2008 totaling more than 10,500 
runners.

For more information go to the 
website at: beachtobayrelay.com.

To volunteer, contact MA1 
Ryan West at 961-2288 or EM1 
Jason Kreger at 961-1356.
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