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HM-15 launches  nal  ight from NAS Corpus Christi
Last MH-53 departs for Blackhawks’ new home in Norfolk

Story and photos by Rod Hafemeister
A cold drizzle fell on the small 

group of Sailors who turned out 
Dec. 7 to witness the end of an era 
– and, for most, a new assignment.

The remaining members of 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron 15 (HM-15) held up cell 
phone, digital and video cameras 
to record the departure of the last 
squadron MH-53 Sea Dragon to 
depart Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi for HM-15’s new home in 
Norfolk, Va.

The lift-off of “Hurricane 17” 
from the sea wall airstrip ended 
13 years of mine countermeasure 
helicopter operations in South 
Texas.

“HM-15 moved to NASCC in 
1996 from Alameda, Calif.,” said 
Senior Chief Jeremy Sturgeon, Lead 
Chief for the NASCC detachment. 
“Now, it’s moved to Norfolk. 

“Our mission has not changed 
at all. The only thing that has 
changed is our homeport.”

HM-15’s mission is to maintain 
a world-wide, 72-hour airborne 
mine countermeasures (AMCM) 
rapid deployment posture. 

It also maintains four MH-53s 
and 100 Sailors forward deployed 
in the Persian Gulf region on a 
rotational schedule.

The squadron has 14 MH-53 
Sea Dragons, the largest helicopter 
in Western military use.

Hurricane 17’s four-man crew 
– Lt. Cmdr. Ian Wolfe, Lt. Steve 
Mason, AWS2 Nicholas Reit and 
AWS3 Mark Covington – were 
scheduled to follow the Gulf Coast 
to Destin, Fla., where they would 
rest over night before continuing to 
Norfolk the next day.

That leaves 60 Sailors assigned 
to HM-15’s Corpus Christi detach-
ment, but only a dozen are slated to 
move to Norfolk.

“The other 48, including me, 
will be moving to new assignments,” 
Sturgeon said.

HM-15 continued on page 9

(above) AW3 Jonathan Lane 
does pre-flight checks on 
Hurricane 17, the last MH-53 
Sea Dragon to leave Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi for 
HM-15’s new home in Norfolk, 
Va. (left) Hurricane 17 departs 
in drizzle Dec. 7.

Happy
Holidays!

CCAD, area bikers dig deep for Marine’s Toys for Tots

The Marine Corps Reserve’s Toys for Tots got two major 
boosts in the  nal weeks of the campaign. On Dec. 8, Corpus 
Christi Army Depot delivered truckloads of toys collected by 
its workers: 1,779 toys plus 133 bicycles. (Above left by Bob 
Torres.) Two days earlier, about 1,500 bikers braved a cold, 
damp morning for the annual Toys for Tots Motorcycle Rally 
and delivered 386 toys and $1,368.50 in cash. (Above right by 

Rod Hafemeister). ‘I just want to thank the community and the 
base for coming together for such a great cause in supporting our 
mission towards Toys-for-Tots!’ said Marine 1st Sgt. Krishtian 
Nielson. ‘It has been slow and low this year; however, I greatly 
believe that we will accomplish this mission in providing a Merry 
Christmas to all of our friends in need who are going through 
rough times these days.’ 

VT-31 takes 2009 
Captain’s Cup

Page 5

Pearl Harbor Veterans 
Honored

Page 4

Santa Claus visits 
NASCC

Page 12
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE 
Base Catholic Chapel   
Sunday Mass  - 9:00 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.) 
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550
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Chaplain's Message

Editor's Corner

by Lt. j.g. Rob Fasnacht, Chaplain

by Capt. Randy Pierson

Pierson

by Rod Hafemeister

Hafemeister

Fasnacht

Holiday Thanks

Four virtues

Christmas ghosts

As we step 
into the holiday 
season, I would 
l ike  to  beg in 
with offering my 
sincere thanks 
for the successes 
we have shared 
a c r o s s  t h e 
installation. 

U p o n  m y 
r e p o r t i n g  t o 
NASCC in July 
2 0 0 8 ,  i t  w a s 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
clear to me that I 

had come to a Naval Air Station that needed 
a lot of attention and support. 

And in just a few hours, I recognized that 
the people who live and work aboard NASCC 
were going to support me in that effort every 
inch of the way.

Day in and day out, it remains clear to 
me that the many successes we share are only 
because of our people; our relationships, our 
shared goals and our combined passion for 
what we do.

As I look in the rear-view mirror, I see the 
challenges we faced regarding infrastructure, 
base improvements, contracting and ef cient 
mission accomplishment. 

It has not been an easy haul, but I would 
de nitely suggest it has been successful. 

In countless examples of success – surge 
operations with TRAWING 4,  ight-line QOL 
and mission upgrades, road repairs, utility 

improvements, the new gate, the new military 
working dog facility, the new aviation trainer 
building and dozens of construction projects 
– we have succeeded. 

With each step of improvements, I see 
the effects in your appreciation.

With improved quality of life, I see 
higher morale and additional ease of mission 
accomplishment by the tenant commands.

My point in this article is simple: It is to 
give thanks to you, the men and women of 
NASCC and all our tenant units, this holiday 
season. With so many families sacri cing 
for our mission, for our passion, it becomes 
abundantly clear to me: Through you, I have 
so much to be thankful for.

Have a Safe and Happy Holiday 
Season!

Advent season is upon us. There are 
advent wreaths and chains and calendars, all 
of which help us look forward to Christmas 
morning.

An Advent wreath encompasses four 
candles along its ring, plus a center candle, 
the Jesus candle. 

In some traditions, the four candles 
represent hope, peace, joy, and love.

Each one of these four virtues is a gift 
that we can give someone else this holiday 
season.

Hope is the gift of knowing that something 
better is coming. 

As a Christian, my hope is in heaven. 
No matter how bad things get on this earth, I 
know that I have a mansion in heaven situated 
by streets of gold. I have hope in a whole new 
life to come. 

This hope gives me the freedom to live 
without the bondage of fear.

Peace is a gift that we can give to 
others. 

This holiday season, instead of a material 
gift, maybe you need to give someone the gift 
of forgiveness and to bring peace into a rocky 
relationship.

Joy is more than a giddy gift, it is the 
gift of  nding that silver lining in the dark 
storm clouds. 

Joy is the ability to be able to overcome 
your obstacles with a positive outlook. 

Yes, joyful people tend to have a cheerful 
disposition, but joy is about being happy and 
content from the heart, even when life hands 
out gloom.

And love. Love is the most amazing gift 
of all to give to someone. 

May we all give this gift of love in our 
presence – and presents.

To quote St. Paul, “Love is patient, love 
is kind. 

“It does not 
envy, it does not 
boast, it is not 
proud. It is not 
rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it 
keeps no record 
of wrongs. 

“Love does 
not delight in evil 
but rejoices with 
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. 

“Love never fails.”
It is my Christmas wish for us all is that 

we love others with that kind of love. 
May we not keep records of who’s got 

the biggest presents, but may we live a life 
of love that always protects, trusts, hopes, 
and perseveres.

A m i d  a l l 
the hustle, bustle 
and  s t r e s s  o f 
ge t t i ng  r eady 
for Christmas, 
I  s o m e t i m e s 
slow down and 
remember some 
past Christmases.

T h i s  y e a r 
will be my 59th 
Christmas, and 
some of  them 
are a lot more 

memorable than others. 
I still have a clear picture of me at 2 or 

3 years old riding my new rocking horse, 
Christmas bow still on its “mane,” while 
watching a cowboy show on the old round-
screen black & white television.

Most of my Christmas memories are 
ghost images, but some are rather substantial 

ghosts. Probably the strongest memory from 
growing up was the year-after-year scramble 
to get the Christmas tree up the last few days 
before Christmas.

My Dad’s best friend ran a tree nursery, 
and sold both live trees you could pick out 
and have cut and  ocked trees – trees sprayed 
with an arti cial snow.

Dad did a lot of the  ocking in a special 
spray booth they built and always got  rst 
choice of a tree for us.

And year-after-year, some customer 
wanted that tree and offered too much money 
to turn down. 

So we had a series of Christmas trees 
that began life looking like Charlie Brown’s 
spindly one, made whole by strategically 
drilling and plugging branches into the trunk 
and covering the repairs by  ocking it.

But the truly different Christmas ghosts 
came after I grew up and left home.

The  rst was while I was in college; had 

to be about 1971. Michigan State University 
was on a quarter system, with the holidays 
falling between fall and winter quarters, 
leaving the campus largely empty. But a 
number of out-of-state students remained.

I was recently married and we weren’t 
going home because my wife had to work. We 
put together a Christmas meal of turkey and 
 xings and took it to my old dormitory.

Someone got plates and silverware from 
the closed cafeteria, someone else got some 
beverages, people brought down are packages 
of cookies and snacks from home – and about 
15 of us had a great Christmas dinner. 

In  1976,  I  was  working  on  an 
Army division staff in Germany. I was 
unaccompanied, my best buddy was stateside, 
the bosses I’d been close to had moved on and 
I was scheduled to PCS in January – so rather 
than sit alone in my squalid little apartment, I 
volunteered for Christmas Day staff duty NCO.

Ghosts continued on page 11
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USCGC MANATEE (WPB 87363)  / USCGC BRANT (WPB 87348)

USS GEORGE HERBERT WALKER BUSH  (CVN 77)

Navy League of the United States - Corpus Christi Council
VISIT US - www.CorpusNavyLeague.org

USS CITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI  (SSN 705)

Newest Member or Renewal

 CALL 361-814-NAVY (6289) or Visit-
 www.CorpusNavyLeague.org/

CommunityAffiliates.htm

Our NLUS
COMMUNITY
AFFILIATES

This card is not needed by Military Dependants/
Retirees who already have an issued Military ID Card.

RULES FOR MWR ACCESS

NLUS members may apply for a MWR
Access Card with picture. The expiration
date will be equal to the expiration of their
Navy League Card/ not longer than 3 years.
To simplify the process, NLUS members
may email   1) NAME - 2) Date of Birth
3)Driver’s License Card Number / State to
CorpusNavyLeague@aol.com. This will
be forwarded to Base Security and back
to you with your NLUS Member Number.
After 3 days - check at Pass and Tag /
Flour Bluff Gate - to see if your card has
been approved.  Be prepared to show
your Drivers License, current proof of
insurance, and registration.

  JOIN US 

FOR MORE INFORMATION -
Council Activities & Membership  -

Visit us at
www.CorpusNavyLeague.org

or Call
Suzy at 361-814-NAVY (6289)

In Supporting our Sea Services

Navy League Memberships
Active Duty Spouse  -  $30
1 year - individual  -    $50
2yr - $ 90    /   3yr   -  $125
Husband / Wife     -     $85
Life Member     -        $500
Husband/Wife Life   -  $750
Community Affiliate  -  $400

(4 memberships + 1 year advertising)

  Corpus Christi Council
Established -1947

“The objective and purpose of the
   Navy League is simple - to educate

& motivate the American people with
regard to the role of sea power .....”

CITIZENS IN SUPPORT OF THE SEA SERVICES
(NAVY~ MARINES CORPS ~ COAST GUARD ~ MERCHANT MARINE)

IMPORTANT MWR NUMBERS

Corpus Christi Bay Club 961-2541

Gulf Winds Golf Course 961-3250

Fitness Center 961-3164

Bayside Pool 961-3260

Marina/RV Park 961-1293

Pizza Sub Pub 961-2249

Bowling Lanes 961-3805

JOIN US FOR SUPPORT OF
YOUR MARITIME SERVICES

Longevity & Wellness
Center of South Texas
L-3 Vertex Aerospace

LLC

Ben’s Fleet Service

THANKS FOR ALL YOURTHANKS FOR ALL YOURTHANKS FOR ALL YOURTHANKS FOR ALL YOURTHANKS FOR ALL YOUR
NAVY LEAGUE SUPPORTNAVY LEAGUE SUPPORTNAVY LEAGUE SUPPORTNAVY LEAGUE SUPPORTNAVY LEAGUE SUPPORT

We have done GREAT ThingsWe have done GREAT ThingsWe have done GREAT ThingsWe have done GREAT ThingsWe have done GREAT Things
Together for our Maritime Personnel & YouthTogether for our Maritime Personnel & YouthTogether for our Maritime Personnel & YouthTogether for our Maritime Personnel & YouthTogether for our Maritime Personnel & Youth

Over $12,000 donated this year.Over $12,000 donated this year.Over $12,000 donated this year.Over $12,000 donated this year.Over $12,000 donated this year.

Military Events / MWR ActivitiesMilitary Events / MWR ActivitiesMilitary Events / MWR ActivitiesMilitary Events / MWR ActivitiesMilitary Events / MWR Activities
$ 8 0 0 0$ 8 0 0 0$ 8 0 0 0$ 8 0 0 0$ 8 0 0 0

Youth Programs - NJROTC/Sea CadetsYouth Programs - NJROTC/Sea CadetsYouth Programs - NJROTC/Sea CadetsYouth Programs - NJROTC/Sea CadetsYouth Programs - NJROTC/Sea Cadets
$4250 - Scholarships and Awards$4250 - Scholarships and Awards$4250 - Scholarships and Awards$4250 - Scholarships and Awards$4250 - Scholarships and Awards

AND THE YEAR’S NOT OVER!!!!AND THE YEAR’S NOT OVER!!!!AND THE YEAR’S NOT OVER!!!!AND THE YEAR’S NOT OVER!!!!AND THE YEAR’S NOT OVER!!!!

MERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMAS -  -  -  -  - HAPPY HANUKKAHHAPPY HANUKKAHHAPPY HANUKKAHHAPPY HANUKKAHHAPPY HANUKKAH
& A SAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION& A SAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION& A SAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION& A SAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION& A SAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION

Keena & Company

Navy Federal Credit Union

Harbor Ferry Charters

Navy Army Federal
Credit Union

William W. Stubbs III - PC

South Texas Filter
& Supply Company

Kleberg Bank

D.J. Young Publishing

Charles Robertson, DDS

RE/MAX
Coastal Bend Properties

Corpus Christi Convention
& Visitor’s Bureau

Port of Corpus Christ
Authority  (POCCA)

Corpus Christi
Chamber of Commerce
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CLASSIFIED
Achievement Medals for Naval Air Station Corpus Christi Sailors

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi awarded Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 
medals to  ve Sailors during an awards ceremony Dec. 1. Pictured left to right 

are AO2 Christopher Polson, AO2 Victoria Brown, AO1 Richard Steinborn, BU1 
Marcos Arreola and EM2 Spencer Walker. Photo by Rod Hafemeister

B u d g e t  f o r 
Baby class helps 
parents-to-be
Story and photo by Rod Hafemeister

Heather Callaway displays boy and 
girl “Baby’s First Seabag” given those 
taking the Budget for Baby class.

The next Budget for Baby class will be 
held Jan. 20 from 10 a.m. - noon at the 
NASCC Protestant Fellowship Hall. 
Call NMCRS at 961-3482 or DSN 861-
3482 to sign-up.  RSVP by Jan. 15.

Expecting parents, whether  rst-timers or 
old hands, can get a jump start on the expenses 
of having a baby in the upcoming Budget for 
Baby class.

Sponsored by the Navy-Marine Corps 
Relief Society, the class focuses on planning 
and managing the expense of adding a family 
member.

“What we’re trying to teach is basic 
budget techniques and show them the cost of 
having a child,” said Heather Callaway, a CPA 
and Navy wife who is a volunteer instructor 
– and is herself expecting a baby in April.

“A lot of them just  y by the seat of 
their pants, and we’re trying to stop that. It’s 
amazing how many people don’t realize how 
much you can save using coupons, menus 
and such.”

NMCRS is trying to hold a class every 
quarter. The next class at Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi is Jan. 20. A class also is 
planned in February for NAS Kingsville, with 
the date still to be determined.

Although it is better if both parents can 
attend, instructors realize that’s not always 
possible, so even if only one can attend, sign 
up, Callaway said.

Besides instruction, each set of parents 
gets a “Baby’s First Seabag” that includes a 
layette valued at $100 and a handmade baby 
blanket.

“That’s the Number One thing they love 
about the class, the Baby Seabag,” Callaway 
said.

Cleaning for a Reason - For any woman 
currently undergoing Chemo, please pass the 
word to her there is a cleaning service that 
provides FREE housecleaning - 1 time per 
month for 4 months while in treatment.  Sign 
up and have the doctor fax a note confirm-
ing the treatment. Cleaning for a Reason will 
have a participating maid service in her zip 
code arrange for the service. 
www.cleaningforareason.org/index.html

SErvICES

Classified continued from page 21

MOVING? Need to sell your home?   
I will buy your house for CASH, FAST, no 
closing costs,  no commissions!  Being 
Military myself I understand your circum-
stances and will help you make the most 
of your move. Call Sam 517-414-0236. 

CONCEALED HANDGUN TRAINING
Teaching CHL since 1996. We do it all! 
Even better! Fingerprints, Professional 
Photos, Notary. Check out our website for 
current SPECIAL www.corpuschristiCHL.
com Gary Nycum, Certified CHL Instructor  
361-852-6908.

* Professional Music Instruction
* Children and Adults of all ages
* University Trained Instructors
* Guitar - Bass - Drums - Piano
* FREE Lesson with enrollment

* Gift  Certificates  Available
 Located in Sunrise Mall, 

Ste. 37C  •  (361) 993-3428
  www.MusiciansAcademy.com

The Orange Guy
CITRUS SOLUTION 

Carpet Cleaning
Cleans Better, Dries Faster, Stays 
Cleaner Longer and Smells Great!

$40 per room with a free Quart 
bottle with each cleaning.

Call us TODAY at 361-737-3069 to 
make your appointment. 

www.OrangeGuy.info

PCIM0055211.indd   1 12/11/09   11:18 AM

$200 to $500 Discounts on Most Insurance Claims
DISCOUNT OFF YOUR DEDUCTIBLE

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FREE TOWING (with repairs)

Gardner
COLLISION REPAIR SERVICE

CALL US FIRST!
Se Habla Espańol

3717 WOW Road • Corpus Christi, TX 78413
Phone: (361) 852-0100  Fax: (361) 852-0183

 email: gardnerautomotive@yahoo.com
www.gardnerautomotive.com

Hours: Monday-Friday: 7 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday: 7 am to 12 pm

YOUR EVENT HERE - FREE
Churches, Schools and Non-profit organiza-
tions, submit your next event (at least 3 weeks 
in advance) 50 words or less. We will share 
the information (based on space availability) 
with our readers by including in What’s Hap-
pening. email to publisher@coffeenewscor-
puschristi.com. Please use discretion. Event 
information should be suitable for child(ren)’s 
viewing.
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December 7 – Pearl Harbor Day at Sherrill Park

NASCC CO Capt. Randy Pierson, Corpus Christi Mayor Joe Adame and other veterans with four area veterans who 
survivied the attack on Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 1941, in a  ceremony at Sherrill Park.

Last year there were seven. This year 
there were four Pearl Harbor survivors at the 
Dec. 7 Memorial Service at Sherrill Park.

Three stood out easily in their light blue 
windbreakers with their names and “Pearl 
Harbor Survivor” embroidered on the front. 
The fourth was an Army veteran who had also 
survived the attack.

The Veteran’s Band, some in new black 
uniforms, played martial and patriotic music 
throughout the ceremony, as Emcee Juan 
Saenz introduced the day’s speakers. Each 
of the service  ags and the POW  ag were 
presented, a dialogue of what each service 
meant, and then they were “posted” and 
displayed for the event. 

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi 
Chaplain, Lt. j.g. Rob Fasnacht, said an 
Invocation prayer and then all stood for the 
National Anthem. 

“My warmest welcome to the Pearl 
Harbor survivors from all services, US 
Navy, US Marine Corps, and US Army, if it 
was not for you we wouldn’t enjoy the lives 
we live today,” intoned Navy Capt. Randy 
Pierson, commanding of cer of Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi, the guest speaker.
“What a beautiful day to honor those that 
served so bravely during such a critical time 
in our Nation’s history,”

Other World War II veterans, Mayor Joe 
Adame, Councilwoman Betty Jean Longoria, 
family and friends joined in the overcast, 
drizzly day to honor our heroes.

Story and photo by Bob Torres

Something added to this year’s program 
was Navy Veteran Bobby Broderick, Base 
Commander of “Sea Turtle Base” U.S. 
Submarine Veterans, who strode forward and 
spoke of World War II submarine actions. 
After he described how a claxon would 
sound and the words, “DIVE! DIVE! DIVE!” 
invoked actions by the submarine crew, 
another veteran read the names of  some of 
the submarines that were lost, the number 
of crewmembers aboard, and a bell rang 
after each submarine name. More than 60 
submarines and their crew were lost during 

that war. 
Ram Chavez, Veteran’s Band Director, 

sang “God Bless America” as Band members 
marched on a large “Holiday Flag” in front 
of the  ag pole that already had the National 
Ensign and the POW  ag raised earlier in the 
ceremony. Then the Pearl Harbor Survivors 
were escorted to the front as the audience 
stood and rendered honors. 

Some of the Survivors had taken halting 
steps as they got up from their chairs and 
moved in front of the  ag. Yet after the music 
ended and they made their way back to their 

seats, there was a spring in their step as maybe 
they remembered what it was to be young.

The congregation stood as veterans  red 
a 21-gun salute and “Taps” was played. 

Men who once stood straight and tall  
now stood as straight as they could, as tall 
as they could, as the ravages of time have 
brought them on this misty, grey morning. 
Their bodies now bend to weathering of time, 
but their pride is still evident in the hard, 
straight look in their eyes. 

We’re honored to still have them with us 
– 68 years later.

YN2 Heitschmidt re-ups

YN2(SW) Karl Heitschmidt (right) was reenlisted for four more years on Nov. 
18 by CDR J. B. Vliet, Commander Mobile Mine Assembly Group.

Photo by AG2(AW) Steven Hatchett

Crosswinds defines innovation, efficiency, luxury and service. You’ll love the im-
pressive amenity package and convenient location. Choose a uniquely-styled 1,2 
or 3 bedroom apartment. Guaranteed to feel just like home the moment you arrive.

•	 1,	2	&	3	Bedroom	Apartments
•	 Walk-in	Closets
•	 Ceiling	Fans
•	 Decorative	Mini-Blinds
•	 Designer	Kitchens
•	 Refrigerator	w/Ice	Maker
•	 Full-Size	Washer/Dryer	Connection
•	 Laundry	Facility

•	 Covered	Parking	Available
•	 Bay	Windows
•	 Patios	(In selected units)
•	 Swimming	and	Lounging	Pool
•	 Resident	Referral	Program
•	 Fitness	Center
•	 Storage	Units	Available
•	 Controlled	Access	Gates

6617	Weber	•	Corpus	Christi,	Texas	78413
(361) 852-1600

$250 Off First Month’s Rent on Two Bedroom Apt!

Military Discounts

1 Bedroom $575
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath $699

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths $779
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths $879

(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd.  
& Airport Rd.

Earn your Class A CDL in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7 am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  
courses available

3Tuition reimbursement 
from sponsored companies

3Military tuition assistance available
3Government Grants 

3Job placement assistance

Del Mar College Transportation  
Training Services

Call NOW 
To Register

(361)  
698-2707

www.delmar.edu/trucking

military.dcccd.edu
1-888-468-4268

Earn your degree
ONLINE
while you serve.

•  Business Administration 

•  Business Office Systems and Support:
    Executive Assistant 

•  Child Development 

•  Computer Information Technology :
    e Server Specialist & Applications Developer 

•  Computer Information Technology: 
    Personal Computer Support  

•  Criminal Justice

•  Logistics Technology

•  Management

•  Office Technology: Executive Assistant

DEGREE PROGRAMS:

ONLINE
CAMPUS
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Certificate in Ministry Training 
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Master of Divinity

You will find our class schedule on our  
Web Site at www.stscs.org

Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,  
just past TAMU-CC,  or call us at 991-9403

The South Texas SCHOOL of 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association with 
Howard Payne University and Logsdon School of Theology at 
Hardin-Simmons University. If you are interested in a Christian 
Studies education from a fully accredited SACS and ATS institution 
here in Corpus Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably 
reasonable, our professors are eminently qualified, and our location 
is convenient. Many of our classes are taught in the evening,  
typically one night a week.

CLASSIFIED
homES - SALE or LEASE

For RENT:  Waterfront, 2Bdr., 2Ba., 2 decks. 
Furnished condo on Island. Pool. $1,500 per 
month. Perfect for 2 pilots or other roommate 
situations.  Free Cable, Water and electric (up 
to $200).  512-633-4915 or 512-913-2403. 

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT:  6702 Everhart, 
2/1.5/2, covered patio,  all bills paid except 
electricity, NEW floors, 1,000 sq. ft., $825 per 
month.   774-8888
 
HOME FOR RENT:  Everhart/Woodridge.  
Exceptional interior, NEW Kitchen Tile Floors.  
3/2/2  1,700 sq. ft.   $1,395 per month.  RE-
MAX, Deb Walter 813-8398.

Lease where your NASCC buddies do - 
Beach Club Condos - one bedroom, Gulf view, 
available Dec 1. Walk to Whitecap Beach, 
cable, pool, new fitness center, 6 mo lease. 
No: pets/smoking.  W/D, $750 + elec/water.   
Call owner: 305-393-0312.

FOR RENT:  Small 1 bedroom Condo on North 
Beach - $650 per month plus electric (water 
and cable FREE).  Perfect for single or couple.  
361-853-2475, 361-883-2966, 361-813-7338.

24/7  Wingspan on line at 
www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi

Scroll down to the Wingspan Logo

TO place a  
classified ad in  

Wingspan…go to

NO phone calls please for classified ads

www.djyoungpublishing.com

place a free or paid classified ad  
in the next edition of Wingspan!

Classified continued on page 22

LEASE 2 OWN In Flour Bluff
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 Car Garage
No Bank Qual.  $1,350 Mo.
(361) 695-8999
 
……..Help! We need to Buy Homes.
Need 2 Sell a Home? Call (361) 232-4656
Same Day Offer.........
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VT-31 wins 2009 Captain’s Cup, ending CCAD’s  ve-year reign

The ‘Wise Owls’ of VT-31 edged out the athletes of Corpus Christi Army Depot to win the 2009 Captain’s Cup. Naval 
Air Station Corpus Christi Commanding Of cer Capt. Randy Pierson on Dec. 11 praised the men and women of VT-31 
for returning the trophy to the Navy after CCAD had won it  ve consecutive years. Above, front row, l. to r., Pierson, 
VT-31 athletic representatives Capt. Dave Pfeiffer, USAF and Capt. Jason McAffee, USAF, and VT-31 outgoing CO 
Cmdr. Dennis Crews with the trophy in front of the squadron. The Captain’s Cup sports program is intended to promote 
physical  tness provide wholesome recreation for the Units aboard NAS-CC. Points are accumulated during the season 
based on the results of each sport. The traveling Captain’s Cup trophy is presented to the unit with the most points at 
the end of the year.

2009 Captain’s Cup Final Results

Place       Unit  Total Points
1st VT-31             450
2nd CC Army Depot          425
3rd VT-27        325
4th Naval Health Clinic    200
5th VT-28                  120

Photo by Rod Hafemeister

Master Chief Childers re-ups

MNCM(SW) Randy Childers (right) was reenlisted for  ve more years on Nov. 
30 by Cmdr. J. B. Vliet, Commander Mobile Mine Assembly Group.

Photo by YN2 (SW) Karl Heitschmidt

  705 Moore Ave • Portland, TX 78374
  (W) 361-643-4284  •  (f) 866-714-0219 Order on line@ www.3rdcoastcreations.com

Pens
Cups

Military
CapsMilitary

Patches

Military
Flags

Name
Tapes

Military
Uniforms

Calendars

Holiday gifts, 
towels, bags, 

stockings, and 
much more!!

COUPON $10 off your next 
order of $50 or more!

Uniforms for your Department, 
Squadron or Sports Team

Custom Embroidery • Silk Screening
Alterations • Promotional Products

Your guide to great ideas for under the tree and over the mantel!

EXP: 12-31-09

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

Recommended Service

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

CLASSIFIED
vEhICLES For SALE

FOR SALE:  2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 
15,500 miles, Super Sporty, Keyless Entry, 
Charcoal Grey, Factory Warranty, $16,500 
Must sell due to growing family. Call (361) 
443-7402 or 361-992-1712.

FOR SALE:  08 Trail-Lite Travel Trailer, 21 Ft, 
like new. Pull with SUV or 1/2 ton truck. Has 
TV/Stereo/DVD, queen bed, showerw/tub, 
awning, $10,800, info 361-387-6161.

For Sale - Ocean Kayak, Malibu Two, 12 ft, 
seats 2, $350.00, includes 3 paddles, back 
braces and  life jackets.  361 946-2844. 

For Sale: $7000 Jetta 2003, VW, 88900 miles, 
black, four door, automatic (915)356-9098. 

FOR SALE: 1990 MasterCraft Tristar 190 ski 
boat, 19’6” long, Ford 351 Windsor engine, 
850 hours, White/Teal. Wake post, Bimini 
Top, M/C trailer. $6,000. Jay: (229) 269-6027.

FOR SALE:  1999 Chrysler Sebring Convert-
ible.  Only 70M miles.  Good condition, leather, 
cold A/C.  “Have Fun in the Sun.”  $4,500. 
OBO 779-8288.

For Sale. Large octagon hot tub shell. Perfect 
for an in-ground fishpond. $100 and it's yours. 
814-0855 or 815-0496.

For Sale. Black shinny LCD TV table, black 
glass, concealed wires. Tv can hang or sit on 
the table HDMI and sound cables included. 
$100 call 290-5181.

For Sale; 19 cu. foot whirlpool fridge w/ in-
ternal water and ice maker in great condition 
asking 300.00. Contact Mike @ 512.468.3003.

FOR SALE:  NFL Jerseys, LV handbag  - call 
442-0592.

hELP NEEDED
Looking for a Nanny for my 3 year 
o ld son and 2 school  age chi ldren  
(8,15 ) while I recover from major surgery.  
Monday - Friday 8-4, starting in January for 
3-4 months. We live on NAS Corpus Christi. 
If interested, please call 877-7761 for all the 
details. Thanks!!

Local Tejano band looking for an experienced 
soundman. Julian Ortiz at 361-229-3811 or 
Manuel Ortiz at 361-229-2126 for further 
information.

ItEmS For SALE
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Fountains
Crushed Granite
Patio Stone

Chem-Coat Sealers
Lumite Weed Barrier RECEIVE an additional

5% OFF any Stone Purchase
when you bring a Toy in its original 
wrapping valued at $5 or more.

5627 Holly Road, Corpus Christi, TX  78412   
(361) 985-0703 - Closed on Sunday  

www.nuecesstonequarry.com

Flagstone
Boulders
River Rock
Pancake Rock
Slab Limestone
Xeriscape Rock

Friendly and inviting outdoor showroom

Buy 
the Pallet 

or Buy 
the Piece

Two of Naval Air Station Corpus Christi’s Petty Of cers reenlisted recently 
before leaving for new assignments. (left) NASCC CO Capt. Randy Peirson 
reenlisted AO1 Richard Steinborn Nov. 30 prior to Steinborn leaving for his new 

job, training Navy recruits at Naval Station Great Lakes. (Photo by Bob Torres) 
(right) Chief Warrant Of cer James Porter reenlisted EN2 William Akers on 
Dec. 3. Akers leaves to return to sea duty. (Photo by Rod Hafemeister)

Reenlistments for AO1 Richard Steinborn and EN2 William Akers CONOMAG’s LS2 Taylor re-ups

Lt. j.g. Ronald Thompson administered the oath of enlistment to LS2 Ralph 
Taylor on Dec. 7. Taylor reenlisted for three years. Photo by LS2 Veronica Valdez

NORFOLK•VIRGINIA BEACH*CHESAPEAKE*PORTSMOUTH

Carlos A Cardo-USMC (RET)
Associate Broker RE/MAX Alliance
REALTOR̈  CRS, GRI, ABR,
CSP, SRES, CNHS, RCC, e-PRO
Direct Tel: 757-971-3574
Toll Free: 866-971-3574
mailto:carlos@CarlosCardo.com
Visit http://www.CarlosCardo.com

Moving to Hampton Roads, VA?
Let Carlos Cardo, REALTOR¨  be your 
Military Relocation Specialist!

Covering Norfolk, Virginia Beach,
Chesapeake and Portsmouth

This is a historic time to buy!
With home prices at the bottom,
interest rates at historic lows and  
$8,000 for first time homebuyers!

A little about meÉ
After almost 22 years in the Marine Corps and 13 moves,  
I understand the challenges involved in a PCS move!
Call me and let me know what your real estate needs are so that I 
can start working for you now. As a buyer’s agent, I represent and 
look out for your best interest even though I get paid by the Seller!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Nina Hernandez-Galvan
Texas Real Estate Broker

Owner
Plaza Realty - Corpus Christi   www.homesalesbynina.com

 VA/Relocation Specialist  
Local Market Expertise

	 Buy	•	Sell	•	Lease
Over 3000+ up-to-date listings

(361) 774-9636 direct

2010 Tax Credit up to $8000 for First-Time & Existing Homeowners
Call now for more information

 
 
 

DISCOUNT WITH MILITARY I.D. 

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., SuIte A-101 • CORPuS ChRIStI  
(361) 937-5513  •  toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed	by	the	Supreme	Court	of	Texas
Former	President	of	the	Corpus	Christi	Family Law Association	(1999-2000)

Ò Former U.S. Navy LawyerÓ

Selected	as	a	Texas	“Super	Lawyer”	in	November	2003,	October	2004,	and	October	2005	issues	of	Texas Monthly

William a. Thau iii, P.C.

Charles C. smith
Attorney	at	Law

Former	Judge	Advocate	US	Navy

•	 Personal	Injury
•	 Car	Accidents
•	 Divorce
•	 Bankruptcy	7	-	13
•	 Child	Custody
•	 Merit	System	Protection	Board
•	 Sexual	Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

APPEARANCES
Have your picture taken with DORA the 
Explorer and Boots  
brought to you by Time Warner Cable
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Spurs Camaro 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Supporting the Spurs Foundation
Spurs Coyote and Spurs Silver Dancers 
Saturday 

Photos and Autographs
3 Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders
Sunday  12:00 Noon - 2:00 pm

Alamo Hot  
Rod Parts

Summit Racing  
Equipment

Time Warner

SPONSORS
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Boutique Du Jour Holiday Spa-tacular Packages 
On-line Printable GIFT CERTIFICATE 

$139 Pamper Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
30 Minute Paraffin Body Wrap
Paraffin Manicure
Paraffin Pedicure

$159 Make Me Wine
One hour Mud Wine Wrap
30 Minute Massage
30 Minute Wine Facial
Make-over and Wine

$59 Champagne Package
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Champagne 30 Minute Facial

$99 Christmas Special
One Hour Massage
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure

$109 Ultimate Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Manicure
One Hour Facial
Make Over

$249 Sweetheart Package
Le Mud Wrap & Facial
One Hour Massage
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Dozen Red Roses
Make Over, Lunch and Wine

On-line Printable
GIFT CERTIFICATE 

Boutique Du Jour
Salon & Spa

1220 Airline (Next to Toys Ô R Us)

855-2323
www.boutiquedujour.com

For your convenience you 
can purchase printable gift 
certificates online at  
www.boutiquedujour.com

Cut and give to Santa or place on refrigerator

$199 Heavenly DuJour
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Le Stone One Hour Facial
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
One Hour Massage
Make Over, Lunch & Wine

Chief Information Systems Technician (NAC/AW) Mario T. Tijerina (right), from 
Sinton, Texas, received the Navy & Marine Corps Commendation Medal during 
his Retirement ceremony December 4 aboard the USS Lexington Museum on the 
Bay.  Capt. R. G. Kelley, the commanding of cer at Naval Health Clinic Corpus 
Christi, made the presentation.  Tijerina transferred to the Fleet Reserve after 
21 years of naval service.

Chief Tijerina retires after 21 years

Photo by Bill W. Love

If you want to
own a home,
we’re here for you.
Whether you’re buying, building, refinancing or improving 
your home, we are ready to help you get the financing you 
need quickly and easily. American Bank’s resources mean 
you can count on:
• lenders who can meet with you anytime, anywhere
• an in-house mortgage processing and underwriting 
 department to ensure your application gets prompt, 
 experienced attention
• competitive rates and attractive terms
• a wide variety of loan programs including fixed rate, 
 adjustable rate and specialized loans with minimal 
 down payment
• FHA, VA and FNMA programs for 
 first-time buyers
• Texas Veterans Land Board home loan 
 programs available
• the flexibility to tailor a program to your 
 needs and goals

Please give us a call – we're here to 
answer all your home loan questions.

EQUAL
HOUSING
LENDER

OFFICE (361) 653-5273  |  CELL (361) 815-6195  |  rsolomon@americanbank.com  |  www.americanbank.com

Member FDIC    Member Independent Bankers Association of Texas
©2009 American Bank, N.A.

Corpus Christi | Port Aransas | Rockport | Goliad | Victoria | Austin

Renee Solomon
Mortgage Lending OfficerMortgage Center

Help...only a phone call away

5034 Holly Road • Corpus Christi, TX 78411

Lora specializes in Military  
relocation. Her 26 years of 
military life offer a unique 
insight and understanding of the 
complexities and frustrations of 
relocating and home ownership.

Lora Marksbury
Military Relocation Specialist

Please call me today.
Office ................... (361) 992-9231 or (800) 825-5050
Home .................. (361) 993-8648 or (800) 992-3439
Mobile ...................................................(361) 533-8648
E-mail: lmarksbury@corpuschristi-homes.com

If you are considering a move- or 
know of someone who is - I can help.

PACESETTER STEEL REALTORS

• •

• •

Serving NASCC since 1967…
800-621-6980

HOMES FOR SALE
Visit www.grouponecc.com

 (search all properties)

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Some offering military discounts
4506 Moonlake Ridge  3/2/2Ê ............ $1300
5165 Middlecoff #8  1/1.5/2Ê ............... $875
124 Fulton (Portland) 3/2/2Ê ..............$1150
4833 French  3/2/2Ê ............................ $950
6529 Bobcat  3/2/2Ê .......................... $1400
2534 Dewberry  3/2/2Ê...................... $1600
6614 Belvoir  3/3/2Ê .......................... $1800
6110-C Wilderock  2/2Ê.......................... $750
2414-B Capitan  2/1.5Ê .......................... $750

f
o
r

l
e
a
s
e

Being relocated? For excellent service,  
let us put you in touch with one of our 

 “Leading Real Estate Companies of the World”  
in your new location.

pool

Plan for a secure future with
Life Insurance

David Knapp   |  361-765-4646

AFN40976bw   |   Underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, 
Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE, 68175-0001

Time Flies.  Plan accordingly.

Plan for a secure future with
Life Insurance

David Knapp   |  361-765-4646

AFN40976bw   |   Underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, 
Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE, 68175-0001

Time Flies.  Plan accordingly.

“TLC” = Tree, Lights and Candle - Safety
from NASCC Fire & Emergency Services

The holidays are upon us, as is the 
seasonal statistical increase in devastating 
home  res. 

A new acronym, “TLC,” has been 
developed in a partnership between the 
Underwriters Laboratories (UL), one of the 
world’s leading product safety organizations, 
and the National Fire Protection Authority, 
an authority on  re and life safety to help 
families prevent unnecessary  re and safety 
hazards.

John Morris, NASCC Fire Chief, said the 
new guideline provides information critical to 
ensure that you and your family have a safe 
and joyful holiday season. 

“TLC” stands for Tree, Light and Candle 
safety.

“T” is for Tree
When out tting a home with a Christmas 

tree, families must be mindful of unintended 
dangers.

 “While Christmas tree  res are rare, they 
can be deadly,” said Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s 
vice president of communications. 

“ N F PA r e p o r t s  s h o w  t h a t  o n 
average, a person died in one of every 15 
reported Christmas tree  res. 

As with most fires, following a few 
simple safety guidelines can prevent these 
 res from happening in the  rst place.”

When you bring your Christmas tree 
home, cut one or two inches off the 
bottom and place the tree in water as 
soon as possible. 
Remember to keep your tree base  lled 
with water at all times. Left un-watered 
over time, a tree’s needles can dry out 
and catch  re more easily. 
Keep your tree a safe distance (at least 
three feet) from  replaces, radiators, 
space heaters, heating vents and other 
sources of heat. 
Make sure the tree is not blocking an 
exit. 

•

•

•

•

“L” is for Lights
Families are encouraged to routinely 

examine decorations, whether new or old. 
Holiday lights, extension cords and other 

electrical items may pose potential safety 
hazards, especially if they are counterfeit or 
do not legitimately bear a recognized safety 
certi cation mark, such as the UL Mark (the 
letters “UL” inside a circle). 

An accredited safety certi cation mark 
is a great way to make sure your decorative 
item has been tested to UL requirements that 
help avoid foreseeable safety risks.

Carefully inspect each electrical 
decoration before plugging it in. 
Cracked sockets, and frayed, bare or 
loose wires, can cause a serious electric 
shock or start a  re. 
Replace damaged items with new, UL-
LISTED decorations. 
Be sure to use light strings that bear the 
UL Mark – the UL Mark on a product 
means that UL has tested samples of the 
product for risk of  re, electric shock 
and other hazards. 
Do not connect more than three midget 
light string sets together. Light strings 
with screw-in bulbs should have a 
maximum of 50 bulbs connected 
together. 
Turn off all electrical light strings and 
decorations in your home before leaving 
home or going to bed. 

•

•

•

•

•

“C” is for Candle
Candles in particular are responsible for 

71 percent of December home  res that begin 
as a result of improper decorating practices. 

“While candles present the most 
significant fire hazard during the holiday 
months, all decorations should be inspected 
for safety,” said John Drengenberg UL’s 
manager of consumer affairs. 

“By keeping safety top of mind, you and 
your loved ones can enjoy a safer holiday 
season.”

Never leave a room where candles are 
lit. Always blow them out! 
Never place decorations near an open 
 ame. 
Keep candles away from decorations, 
curtains, bedding, paper, furniture and 
other combustible materials. 
Keep candles out of the reach and path 
of children and pets to avoid the risk of 
having them accidentally tipped over. 

More Helpful Links:

Christmas Tree Fire
www. re.nist.gov/tree_ re.htm

Candle Safety
www.nfpa.org/categoryList.asp?categ

oryID=638&URL=Research%20&%20Re
ports/Fact%20sheets/Candles

•

•

•

•
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Recently, moments after Maj. Gen. James 
Myles, Commanding General, Aviation and 
Missile Command, took off in the Corpus 
Christi Army Depot UH-1H Huey to attend 
a meeting at Fort Sam Houston, UH-60A 
crew members launched the last A-to-A 
recapitalized Black Hawk from the depot. 

The UH-60A Recapitalization Program 
kicked off in 2002 with the induction of the 
 rst A-to-A aircraft at CCAD. 

The  rst was delivered in 2003, marking 
the culmination of a successful partnership 
between Sikorsky Aircraft and the depot. 

“Completion of the last UH-60 A-to-A 
aircraft is certainly a milestone of amazing 
success,” said Col. Joe Dunaway, CCAD 
commander. 

“More importantly it marks the next 
chapter of the Army’s continued journey to 
recapitalize the entire UH-60A/L  eet.” 

The last UH-60 A-to-A recap Black 
Hawk took off and headed for Fort Rucker, 
Ala., with its crew from there: Chief Warrant 
Of cer 5 Kevin Calloway, Chief Warrant 
Of cer 4 Mark Simmons, and Sgt. 1st Class 
Jesus Colon.

Designed to provide for infantry squad 
delivery anywhere on the battlefield, the 
Black Hawk is the Army’s utility helicopter 
of choice. 

Contributing approximately 2.4 million 
 ight hours since 2003, it is the primary air 
platform used by commanders to initiate, 
sustain and conduct combat operations and 
can deliver arms, troops and supplies at a 
moment’s notice. 

Recapitalization, or “recap” for short, 
is part of the Army’s ever-present effort to 
reduce platform sustainment costs and contain 
the expense of replacing aging helicopters 
with new ones. 

Overhauling and upgrading structural, 
engine, and airframe components allows 
Army Aviation to realize an asset that is equal 
to or better than a new one. 

“These programs provide Army Aviation 

the most modernized and advanced UH-60 
fleet at a significant reduced cost to the 
taxpayer,” Dunaway said. 

CCAD launched 142 aircraft during the 
program, delivered to Army National Guard 
units throughout the United States, and to 
the United States Army Aviation War ghting 
Center at Fort Rucker.

Many have been deployed to the theater 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom/
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

The Utility Helicopters Project Of ce has 
monitored eight of these aircraft and found 
that they have experienced a signi cantly 
higher Mission Capable rate than UH-60A 
aircraft in the same units that have not been 
recapitalized.

Recapped Black Hawks showed 
improvements in reliability, availability, and 
maintainability (RAM). For example, two 
recap aircraft had signi cant improvement 
in RAM metrics compared to two non-
recapitalized at the same location for the same 
amount of time. 

“It restores the Army’s aging  eet of 
UH-60 helicopters, expands the commander’s 
training and tactical capability and provides 
the war  ghter signi cantly enhanced mission 
readiness on the battle eld,” Dunaway said. 

CCAD continuously seeks to improve 
the process to meet customer satisfaction 
and demand. The bene ts of a recapitalized 
aircraft are most de nitively realized by the 
customer, the Soldier. 

User feedback is consistently very 
positive and rewarding to the men and women 
of CCAD, Utility Helicopter Project Of ce 
and Sikorsky Aircraft Company. 

“When you combine the skills and 
expertise of the UH-60 PM (project manager), 
Sikorsky Aircraft, and this depot - there is 
simply nothing they cannot do for our Avia-
tion Soldiers,” Dunaway said. 

“It’s an honor to be a part of this program 
and phenomenal team from the acquisition, 
OEM and industrial base.”

Final UH-60 A-to-A recap Black 
Hawk launched
Story and photo by Ed Mickley, CCAD Public Affairs 

The  nal UH-60 A-to-A recapitalized helicopter completed by CCAD was picked 
up by (l-r) Sgt. 1st Class Jesus Colon, Chief Warrant Of cer 4 Mark Simmons 
and Chief Warrant Of cer 5 Kevin Calloway.

The third obstacle is developing 
a system that is too complicated. 

Marital partners should avoid 
keeping track of every dime spent 
or trying to write down every ex-
penditure. This is all right in the 
beginning, but may not be necessary 
as you and your husband become 
accustomed to the new spending 
habits.

The fourth barrier, according 
to Crosson, is the husband’s fear 
of failure. 

Crosson reports that men feel 
they should know all about money 
and don’t need a budget. They 
usually are not as given to detail as 
their wives, and keeping a record 
of all a man spends may make him 
uncomfortable. 

He may view the fact that a 
budget is needed as a re ection that 
his income level is not suf cient to 
allow the family to spend as they 
wish. 

In such a case, you might need 
to assure your husband that you are 
content with his income and that the 
best reason for a budget is that the 
income can be utilized as wisely as 
possible.

Ruben G. Garcia, Ph.D., LMFT is 
a Licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist and co-founder of The Healing 
Institute. Submit your questions to Dr. 
Garcia via email at troubadour55@
hotmail.com. You can also contact Dr. 
Garcia at (361) 814-4556. 

Dr. Garcia continued from page 16

C o m m i s s a r y 
Holiday Hours

The Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi Commissary will adjust its 
operating hours for the holidays: 

Open 
Monday, December 21 
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Closed 
Friday December 25 for Christmas 
Friday January 1 for New Year’s
Day 

 The Commissary would like to 
thank our military here at Corpus Christi 
for keeping us safe and free for another 
year. 

We wish you and your families 
Happy Holidays and may God Bless you 
and keep you safe.

2	7/16”	x	2	3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir. Corpus Christi, Tx 854-2278
2150 W. Wheeler Aransas Pass, Tx 758-5199

114 Lang Rd. Portland, Tx  643-8243

www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

1811 Broadway (aka Fulton Beach Rd.) Rockport, Tx 729-8777

Humpal
Physical
Therapy
& Sports
Medicine
Centers

(also located in Calallen & Alice)

We	Proudly	Support	Our	Military!
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY:

Paul A. Kennedy, Jr., D.D.S.
Paul A. Kennedy, III, D.D.S.

William B. Haley, D.M.D. ORTHODONTICS:
Robert B. Hanover, Jr., D.D.S.

Providing Orthodontics 
for both adults and  
children.

6200 Saratoga
Corpus Christi, TX 78414

992-9500 • 993-6600
1-866-992-9500

3435 S. Alameda   Suite A
Corpus Christi, TX 78414

853-0381 
1-866-769-1205

www.paulkennedydds.com

Caring Individuals  
Dedicated to Your  
FamilyÕ s Good Health.

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY:
Anne K. Hempstead. D.D.S.

Nicole B. Pruitt, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry
Dr. G.S. Fossum, D.D.S. P.C.

9301 S.P.I.D.
Hours by Appointment  

Monday thru Friday

937-5555

Tri-Care Provider    

dental care in Flour Bluff for the whole family

Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

Do you SNORE?

Are you TIRED in the 
morning after  
SLEEPING all night?

Do you ever wake up  
GASPING, CHOKING or 
with a RACING HEART?

Has anyone noticed you  
having DIFFICULTY 
BREATHING at night?

4638 CORONA • Suite 45    Corpus Christi, Tx   78411   
361-852-8453  Toll Free 1-800-450-1152

You are not alone. Oasis offers 
discreet and professional therapy  

for groups, individuals,  
couples and families.

361-949-0400
14617 SPID on the Island

info@plichta-psychnp.com
www.plichta-psychnp.com

OASIS 
     Counseling and Psychiatry
Jessica E. Plichta, APRN-PMH, CS-P, MS
Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner
Psychiatric Clinical Specialist

Do you suffer from: Depression & Anxiety 
PTSD/Trauma…Military Issues…Bereavement & Loss 
Addiction…Personality Disorders…Bipolar Disorder

TEEN GROUP THERAPY
Every Monday at 7pm
Ages 15-19 $20 per session

Other services include Medication Management  
and Healthy Living & Thinking Therapy

WOMAN’S GROUP THERAPY
Every Wednesday at 6:30pm
All are welcome $20 per session

 We CAn Help

Orlando Urbina, L.M.T., Veteran  

Universal Hands 
Massage Therapy

“Where massage is 
not just a luxury,  
but a way of life”

Senior Citizens, Students, Military and  
Police Officers are eligible for Discounts 
on 1 hour and 1½ hour massages.

529 Clifford (6 Points) • 361-887-0772
www.universalhandsmassage.com

½ Hour - $20
1 Hour - $40
1½ Hours - $60
Hot Stone 1½ Hour - $75

Hours
Tues-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm
6pm-8pm by Request

We are the world leader in 
nutritional cleansing. Call today  

and start living the best life

361-561-5230

Do all this for free!!
Want to know more? 

Don’t wait!

Want to transform 
your life? 

Have the courage to make the call, 
because one call could change it all.

lose Weight? more energy?  
sleep Better?



December 17, 2009  Wingspan          Wingspan December 17, 2009    16 9

HM-15’s move to Norfolk is part of 
the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission’s decisions to consolidate anti-
mine warfare on the East and West Coast.

Minesweepers assigned to Naval Station 
Ingleside, which will close in 2010, moved to 
California this summer.

Most of HM-15 moved to their new 
home on the East Coast in September, but a 
detachment remained at NAS Corpus Christi 
to close down the operation and prepare 
Hurricane 17 for  ight.

Although an MH-53, Hurricane 17 did 
not have some of the modi cations installed 
that are needed for mine countermeasure 
operations. So it was designated as a supply 
aircraft – and for a long time, served the role 
of “hanger queen,” an aircraft from which 
parts could be temporarily scavenged to keep 
other helicopters  ying.

As such, it had to be returned to full  ight 
status before moving.

“When it lifted off the ground for the 
 rst time in November, there were a lot of 
cheers,” Sturgeon said. “It was the  rst time 
it had  own in more than 800 days.”

On Monday, Sailors stood in the drizzle 
as Hurricane 17’s crew waited, engines 
running, for the cloud ceiling to rise enough 
for take-off.

Suddenly, the Sea Dragon rose to a hover, 
and slowly edged forward toward the water, 
then turned and rapidly disappeared into the 
mist.

Those remaining returned to the hanger 
to work on closing it for the  nal time.

The detachment expects to turn the 
hanger over sometime in January and, by early 
February, all remaining Blackhawks will have 
left for new assignments.

Sturgeon said he’s ready to move on, but 
will treasure his time with HM-15.

“I came here  ve years ago as a First 
Class, hoping to make Chief, I’m leaving as 
a Senior Chief,” he said. “HM-15 has been 
very good to me.”

HM-15 continued from page 1

Winter Holiday Camp 
and Youth Basketball 
Registration going on 
NOW!

The Youth Activities Center offers a 
Winter Holiday Camp Dec. 21-31 for chil-
dren ages 5-13. Holiday camp hours are 
5:30 am - 6 pm.  Breakfast and afternoon 
snack is included in the weekly fee. 

2010 Youth Basketball League Open-
ing day is Jan. 9.  Youth ages 4-12 are 
encouraged to sign up for the upcoming 
season.  Entry fee is $45.  Registration 
forms can be picked up at the NASCC 
Youth Activities Center, Bldg. 1756.  
Volunteer coaches are needed for all age 
groups.

Please call the Youth Activities 
Center at 961-2355 for more information 
on these events.

I  am 
a  young 
male who 
recently met someone. Is there such 
a thing as love at  rst sight?

This is a good question. I’ll 
answer it in general terms.

Love at first sight is a rare 
occurrence; individuals should not 
date with the hope that this will be 
the manner in which they meet their 
prospective mates. 

Most marriages result from 
ordinary, routine dating and the 
building of a relationship without the 
glamour of love at  rst sight.

Most cases of individuals falling 
in love at  rst sight do not stand the 
test of personal interaction. 

Many of these people are under 
emotional strain and regularly fall in 
love in times of stress. 

It is quite easy for such a person 
to become infatuated with a new 
dating partner, to feel it is love at  rst 
sight. The new love experience acts 
as a release for the emotional stress 
the person is experiencing. 

In  the  end,  th is  type of 
relationship will probably be broken 
when the interaction between the 
two reveals incompatibilities that 
were masked by infatuation. 

My husband is reluctant to 
establish a budget system for our 
finances. Why is my husband 
apprehensive when it comes to 
controlling our money?

In his book entitled, Money and 
Your Marriage, Robert Crosson lists 
four barriers to having a system of 
control or a budget. 

The  rst is that many people 
do not understand why a budget is 
needed. 

It is needed to make sure the 
family lives within its income; this 
in turn will promote harmony and 
unity in the marriage. 

The second barrier is failure to 
take time to set up a budget and to 
work out its shortcomings. 

It may take a year or two to get a 
plan working smoothly. The problem 
here is determining realistic amounts 
for each item in the budget. It takes 
real discipline for each spouse to 
make the system work. 

Ask Dr. 
Garcia

Garcia

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Dr. Garcia contiued on page 17

Website: www.fortheloveofstrays.com     
e-mail: fortheloveofstrays@yahoo.com
Proud member of www.petfinder.com

We are an all volunteer-foster home organization, 
dedicated to helping make a difference in the 
lives of stray and abandoned dogs.

Ready for a forever home. Each dog brings their 
own care package to help them get started!

For The Love of Strays

Donate • Foster • Adopt • (361) 813-7443 

In order to succeed, we must have public donations and volun-
teers to foster until our dogs are adopted. We pay for spay/neuter, 
vaccinations, flea/tick medications, heartworm preventive, and 
food while our dogs are in foster care.

Lani means “heaven” in 
Hawaiian which is a perfect 
name for this beautiful 
one-year old brindle 
Aussie/border collie mix. 
Please call her foster mom 
at 267-495-6821 for more 

information on this sweet girl. 

Introducing Danny. A tri-
colored beagle mix, Danny 
is cleared by the vet and is 
ready for a Forever Home. 
He is approximately 1 year 
old, very friendly, obeys 
commands, & is very well 
behaved. Approx 12 lbs and 
will not get much bigger. 

Cooper is a 2-year old black 
and white border collie who 
loves to please. He is neutered, 
current on shots, heartworm 
negative, microchipped and 
housebroken.
Call 267-495-6821 for more 
information on Cooper.

Blondie is a 2-year old 
german shepherd/lab mix. 
She is spayed, current on 
shots, housebroken, and 
walks well on a leash. 
Could you be her forever 
family?

This Love of Strays ad sponsored 
by Anna C. Ashley,  DDS, PA 

Here's hoping your  
holiday is blessed 
with the perfect  

combination  
of peace, harmony 

and joy.  
Thank you  
for allowing  

WINGSPAN to be  
a part of your life.  
We look forward to  
sharing 2010 with 
all of our Readers, 

Advertisers,  
Distribution Points 

and valued  
Associates. 

Merry Christmas
D J Young Publishing

Publishers of WINGSPAN

With Warm 
Wishes at 

ChristmastimeStart the New Year with 
your ad in the next issue 

of  WINGSPAN!
Increase your sales 
by advertising your 
Product or Service 

to the Coastal 
Bend Military 

Community.
WINGSPAN is read 

from cover-to-cover, 
this is our Military 

Community’s 
“local” newspaper.

 

As a convenience to our readers and an added value to our 
advertisers, giving you prolonged exposure to the customer base 

you most want to reach, WINGSPAN is also on line  
at http://www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi

 
 be sure your ad is a part of the next issue.

 

call 361-814-0866 for 
additional information.

Reach our Loyal Readers
3 Meals a Day - 7 Days a Week
ADVERTISE in Coffee News®

Doing the right thing: Eleven-year-old Mikela Mercier never 
expected to find $1,000 in cash inside a video box she picked 
up at a Salvation Army thrift store in Kona, Hawaii. Mikela 
says she knew she could have kept the money, but she also 
knew it wasn't hers to keep, so she and her mom, Jodi, imme-
diately turned it in to the store clerks. “My friends told me 
I should have kept it, but I did the right thing,” says Mikela. For 
her honesty, the Salvation Army gave the youth a $25 gift certifi-
cate. The organization couldn't trace the owner of the money, so 
the cash was used to help the needy.
Dog hero: Chows may seem like cuddly, lovable dogs, but there’s 
one named Jarod that’s not afraid to tangle with a bear. Jarod’s 
owner, Donna Perreault, and her other chow, Meesha, could 
have been seriously injured by an attacking bear near her home 
in Genelle, British Columbia, Canada. Luckily, Jarod came to the 
rescue, lunging at the bear and allowing Perreault and Meesha to 
escape. For his efforts, the brave pooch received an award at a 
Purina Animal Hall of Fame ceremony in Toronto. Perreault, who 
initially got Jarod from a shelter, didn’t know that her pet would 
one day rescue her. 
Huge sacrifice: Co-workers Mike Camp and Ralph Hanahan, 
who worked in the computer department at a college in South 
Carolina, faced a devastating situation. One of them was going to 
be out of work because of job cuts at the college. Hanahan, 55, 
had seniority, so he could rightfully keep his job. However, Camp, 
age 40, has four young kids, including one who is autistic. In an 
amazing act of generosity, Hanahan insisted Camp be the one to 
keep his job. “He told me he didn't want my family to have to deal 
with a layoff,” says Camp. “I thanked him from the bottom of my 
heart.”  
Honesty rewarded: Santiago Gori, who drives a taxi in La 
Plata, Argentina, is being rewarded for his honesty after find-
ing $32,500 in cash in his cab and returning it to the elderly 
couple who left it behind. Argentineans have started a website 
to collect money to show their gratitude for Gori's honesty. 
Hundreds of dollars, congratulatory messages and other offers 
have poured in for Gori, such as snowboarding lessons  and 
a GPS system for his taxi. For his part, the taxi driver says he 
doesn't know what he'll do with the gifts he's been offered. 
He says he only did what had to be done.

Quoteable Quotes
“Everyone has a purpose in life ... a unique gift or special talent to 
give to others. And when we blend this unique  talent with service to 
others, we experience the ecstasy and exultation of our own spirit, 
which is the ultimate goal of all goals.”     - Dharma 
“Words are things, and a small drop of ink falling like dew upon a 
thought, produces that which makes thousands, perhaps millions, 
think.”                                  - Sir Aubrey De Vere

WhatÕ s Happening

Trivia
1.  Which lettuce shares a name with what collided with the 

Titanic?  
2. Co is  the chemical symbol for which element? 
3. What is the capital of Queensland, Australia? 
4. Which wine can be fino or oloroso – port or sherry? 
5.  Who was the goddess of youth and spring in Greek mythology?

Coffee News®

361-814-0866

© Published with permission by Coffee News

Coffee News
FREE!

EverybodyÕ s Talking!

“News To Enjoy Over Coffee”

www.CoffeeNewsCorpusChristi.com   

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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December 12th and 13th - Santa Pictures at Petsmart  Come have your 
pet’s picture taken with Santa!  Shelter volunteers will be running the pictures 
those days!  Petsmart will donate 1/2 of the proceeds to The Cattery!

Saturday, December 12, 2009 Blood Drive/Avon-USO fundraiser is 
as follows:  The Blood Mobile will be at 4020 Weber Road (Hamlin Shopping 
Center).   You can donate Blood and/or make a donations for the USO 
fundraiser.  Your donation of $11.63 ($10 + tax + handling fee) Avon ships 
a USO2GO Kit (5 full size toiletry products) to the USO which will then be 
sent to isolated troops deployed abroad.  Avon Products, Inc. then donates 
$4.00 of the $10.00 to the USO to help provide emergency relief programs, 
family assistance activities, entertainment tours and more.

Sunday, December 13, 2009 – NOON to 5:00 p.m. – Sutherlands,  
4041 S. Staples.  Your help is needed to fill the SANTA’S Wish List for the 
abandoned dogs that have been saved and are being nursed back to good 
health in Foster Homes.  “For the Love of Strays” needs collars, leashes, 
feeding bowls, doggie blankets, treats and Diamond BRAND Dog Food.  

Holiday Cinema at Cole Park Amphitheater – Fridays – starting a 
sunset (7 pm) for movie titles call 361-826-3410  - Dec. 11th – Comedy – 
1996 Harried mattress salesman Howard Langston is late for his son Jamie’s 
karate class/.  Placate his unhappy son he asks him if there is anything he 
wants for Christmas.  He wants Turbo Man.  Howard naturally forgets to get 
it and being Christmas Eve no stores have it in stock.  So Howard embarks 
on a comical quest to find one.

Holiday Cinemas at Cole Park Amphitheater – Dec. 18th  starting 
at sunset – Drama – 1947 Doris Walker, a no-nonsense Macy’s executive 
desperately searches for a new store Santa.  She hires Kris Kringle who 
insists that he’s the real Santa Claus.  But he has many skeptics like Doris 
and her six year old daughter Susan.  So Kris goes to court to try and prove 
it.  Is he the real Santa Clause?

New Issue Every Week!

December 8, 2009

www.CoffeeNewsCorpusChristi.com   

EXPERT
 TILE

SETTERS
Indoor and Outdoor

 Tile & Stone
Lowest Prices
FREE Design

361-396-3355

#1 in Cruising Nationwide
Let Us Help You Plan the Perfect Cruise

Cruise Plan Direct Pricing PLUS Personal Service
We work with all cruiselines

Anne Waters
Your Personal Cruise Specialist

Phone: 381-949-1011
Toll Free: 877-776-SAIL(7245)

Email: awaters@cruiseone.com
Website: www.grrr8cruises.com

Individual & Group
Weddings & Honeymoons

Family Reunions
Free Bridal Registry

SPECIALIZING IN:

Visit my website 
and enter to win a 
FREE CRUISE

 50% OFF 
Frames only 

5638 Saratoga Blvd. Suite 106
Corpus Christi, Texas 78414

(361)980-0523
www.VisionSource-Dr-Ramos.com

COMPLETE FAMILY
EYE CARE

Use your Flex Plan
before You Lose it
Get NEW Glasses

Insurances are about to renew, 
Hurry in to get your money's worth!
Don't let your benefits expire without 

getting your new glasses.

Some restrictions apply. 

TEETH 
WHITENING 
SPECIAL
$150.00

until December 31, 2009

Schedule your 
appointment TODAY!
361-991-0102

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA        

5314 Everhart, Suite A 
www.annaashleyddspa.com

smile!you’re ingood hands

Ages 3 and up
 Tuesday-Friday: 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

ALL NATURAL 
HEALTHY NUTRITION

Women's Health - Men's Health - Ch i ld ren's Health

TRY A FREE MEAL &
 FREE Health Evaluation

Livier Lugo
361-658-6590

 

Improve Energy • Stress •  Bone Health
Lose Weight • Heart Health • Immune Health

www.myherbalife.com • Sponsor ID#090034953• livierlugo@hotmail.com 

6601 Everhart Road-Ste B-6 (Everhart Park)

Independent Distr ibutor

SURVEILLANCE 
CAMERAS
HOME or BUSINESS

Remote Access • Indoor and 
Outdoor • Infrared - Color Cameras 

Professional Installation

800-592-6570 • 361-429-6453                               
6733 Weber Rd. Ste #1 Corpus Christi, TX  78413

FREE
ESTIMATES

forces that has no restrictions for women.
Do you want to help save lives and protect the  

environment? Learn how you can make a di�erence.

877.NOW.USCG | GOCOASTGUARD.COM  

CREDIT CARDCREDIT CARD
PROCESSING

(361) 549 -9921

Give a Relaxing Gift! Pumpkin Delight Facial Give a Relaxing Gift! Pumpkin Delight Facial 
with pure and natural  ingredients (Rhonda Al l ison, with pure and natural  ingredients (Rhonda Al l ison, 
Cosmeceut ical  Skin Care) Cosmeceut ical  Skin Care) Facial Massage: Pumpkin 
Cleanser, Pumpkin Toner, Pumpkin Enzyme Mask, Pumpkin Cleanser, Pumpkin Toner, Pumpkin Enzyme Mask, Pumpkin 
Aniti-oxidant serum, Pumpkin Cream Moisturizer- Aniti-oxidant serum, Pumpkin Cream Moisturizer- 
Regular ly $60.00Regular ly $60.00Regular ly $60.00Regular ly $60.00Regular ly $60.00
Aniti-oxidant serum, Pumpkin Cream Moisturizer- 
Regular ly $60.00
Aniti-oxidant serum, Pumpkin Cream Moisturizer- Aniti-oxidant serum, Pumpkin Cream Moisturizer- 
Regular ly $60.00
Aniti-oxidant serum, Pumpkin Cream Moisturizer- 

on Sale for $48.00
Aniti-oxidant serum, Pumpkin Cream Moisturizer- 

on Sale for $48.00
Aniti-oxidant serum, Pumpkin Cream Moisturizer- 

1 Hour Full 1 Hour Full 
Body Massage

1 Hour Full 
Body Massage

1 Hour Full 
Regular ly $60.00 

Body Massage
Regular ly $60.00 

Body Massage
on Sale for $48.00on Sale for $48.00

361-658-4739
700 Everhart Terrace - Ste E12700 Everhart Terrace - Ste E12700 Everhart Terrace - Ste E12700 Everhart Terrace - Ste E12

Corpus Christi, TX 78411Corpus Christi, TX 78411

 #1 Gift - Gift Certificate #1 Gift - Gift Certificate #1 Gift - Gift Certificate #1 Gift - Gift Certificate #1 Gift - Gift Certificate
Biof reeze Products  Ava i lab le  B io f reeze Products  Ava i lab le  

SPECIAL GOOD through12-31-2009SPECIAL GOOD through12-31-2009

1/3 c unsweetened cocoa 
powder
1/4 c granulated sugar
1 tsp ground allspice
1 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 c water
3 1/2 c milk
 ¼ c  mini marshmallows
4 cinnamon sticks

Cinnamon Hot Chocolate
1.  Whisk together the cocoa powder, sugar, allspice 
and cinnamon in a Medium Sauce Pan.
2. Slowly whisk in the water until a smooth paste is 
formed.
3. Place the pan on the stove over medium low heat.
4. Gradually whisk in the milk.
5. Simmer until well heated while whisking 
occasionally being careful not to scald the milk.
6. Pour into small mugs and top with mini 
marshmallows and garnish with a cinnamon stick 
prior to serving.

$89.95*
per month
plus applicable
taxes & fees

8.0 Internet

Digital Cable 

Telephone

Your Choice For Better Service

Call Today @334-3024
Restrictions and installation charges may apply. Fees, features and channels are subject to change without notice . Service may be subjected to credit approval
and may require a deposit. Service is not available in all areas. O�er subject to change without notice. O�er expires 10/17/09. The GRANDE COMMUNICATIONS 

marks and logos are service marks of Grande Communications Networks, Inc. All rights reserved. (c)2009 Grande Communications Networks, Inc.

361-993-3428
www.musiciansacademy.com

Need Music Lessons?
• Professional Music Instruction
• Children and Adults of all ages
• University Trained Instructors
• FREE Lesson with enrollment
• Gift  Certificates  Available

Guitar • Bass • Drums • Piano

Sunrise Mall 
Ste. 37C

Lower level SPID entrance between 
old Mervyn’s and Sears Auto

• Children and Adults of all ages
• University Trained Instructors
• FREE Lesson with enrollment
• Gift  Certificates  Available

$8,000 Tax Incentive
1st Time Home Buyer...

Do YOU Qualify?–Get Your Cash Back &
           Your Dream Home!

1828 Waldron Rd.
Corpus Christi, TX 78418

Toll Free
877-37A-BBEY (2-2239)

www.abbey-homes.com

Call  
361-939-9008 

& “Start Packing!”

10% Senior Discount

3717 WOW Road • Corpus Christi, TX 78413
Phone: (361) 852-0100 

Fax: (361) 852-0183 • E-mail: gardnerautomotive@yahoo.com
www.gardnerautomotive.com

Hours: Monday – Friday: 7am to 5:30pm, Saturday: 7am-12pm

•  Automotive Computer Diagnostics & Repair
•  Complete Electronic Diagnostics & Repair
•  2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignment
•  Complete Brake Service
•  Front & Rear Suspension Repairs
• Tow Service Available Upon Request
• AC Delco Service Professional Shop

•  Fuel Injection Service
•  Diesel Diagnostics
•  Transmission Computer Diagnostics & Repair
•  Computer Wheel Balancing
•  A/C Service & Repair
• ASE Certified & Factory Trained Technicians

FREE
LOCAL SHUTTLE

WITH REPAIRS

Se Habla EspaÑol

Extended 
Warranty 

Work

To Learn More Call: 361-814-0866  
or visit www.CoffeeNewsCorpusChristi.com

America’s #1
Restaurant Publication

Look for us at 
your favorite

area restaurant
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Dining    •    Entertainment    •    Events

15370 S. Padre Island Dr. 
(Just past Whitecap Blvd.)

361-949-7737

Free Delivery on Padre 
Island after 5pm

Island Italian
Restaurant

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Live Music - Thur-Sat

Specializing in Fine Italian Cuisine
Proudly serving Padre Island  
and our military for 22 years!

Mon-Thur 11-9:30 
Fri-Sat 11-10 
Sun 5-9:30

 Military Appreciation Day
Every Tuesday

WE ThANk you for your SErviCE!!!

PiZZA STATE
Check us out at www.pizzastate.com

6133 Ennis Joslin road
(Corner of Ennis Joslin & ocean Dr)

993-3283
oPEN
DAiLY Sun thur Thurs 11am to 10pm  

fri and Sat 11am to 11pm

Dine-In, Carry-out or  
Delivery*, we can't wait  

to serve you!
*Delivery not valid on Military 

Appreciation Day.  Valid DoD ID 
required at time of order.

stress. Changes in surroundings and 
environment, schedule changes due to 
shopping and travel, and increased visitors to 
your home are all stressful for your pet. 

Keep your pet’s exercise and feeding 
schedules as normal as possible. Try to 
continue to make time for daily walks and 
playtime, regular litter box cleanings, and 
regular grooming activities to help keep stress 
at a minimum. 

If your pet is not used to a lot of company, 
especially children, 
t ry  to  provide 
them with a place 
to escape to where 
they will feel safe. 
A stressed, scared 
pet is more likely 
to accidentally bite 
someone out of 
fear and an animal 
bite could easily 
ruin a holiday 
celebration. 

C h i l d r e n , 
especially those 
unfamiliar with 
pets ,  are most 
likely to be bitten – so make sure there’s 
plenty of supervision around your pets.

If you are traveling with your pet, be sure 
to plan for it. Include a  a small pet  rst aid 
kit and fresh water. Keep your pet’s feeding 
schedule as normal as possible, but it is often 
better for your dog or cat to not travel on a 
full stomach. 

Sedation or tranquilizers are normally not 
recommended, except in extreme cases. It is 
generally safer for your pet to be fully awake 
and aware during travel. 

Use a pet carrier. Allow your dog or cat to 
become acclimatized to the carrier by leaving 
it out and open for several days before travel. 
Allow your friend to go in and come out as 
they wish. You can even start feeding your 
pet inside the carrier to make it a familiar and 
happy place. 

When you travel, your pet will have a 
safe, secure place to go when they become 
stressed. It also insures your pet is secure 
during travel and reduces the risk of an 
accident from a pet underfoot while driving.

Finally, studies have shown just sitting 
and petting an animal can reduce a person’s 
level of stress and decrease blood pressure. 

So, when things get crazy around the 
holidays, take a moment to just relax with 
your furry friend. It will do you both good! 

Have a safe and happy holiday!

ASPCA  Animal Poison Control:  www.aspca.
org/site/PageServer?pagename=pro_apcc_
toxicplants

If you think that your animal may have 
ingested a poison, contact your local 
emergency veterinarian or the ASPCA 
24-hour emergency poison hotline at 
1-888-426-4435.

The holiday season is here and it is 
important to be mindful of pet safety during 
this festive season. 

Many of the foods and decorations we 
enjoy can be hazardous to our pets. Pet owners 
need to keep the following tips in mind to 
help ensure a safe holiday season for ALL 
members of the family.

“People food,” whether poisonous or 
just in excess, could make your pet sick. 
Chocolate, macadamia nuts, grapes and 
raisins are all poisonous for pets and can be 
fatal. Take care to keep holiday treats and 
candies out of your pet’s reach. 

Consider what is on your coffee table and 
how accessible it is to your dog and cat. Gifts 
under your tree that may contain food items; 
gift wrap will not stop a determined pet from 
eating good-smelling treats. 

Many non-poisonous people foods, 
especially fatty foods, can still make your 
pet sick if consumed in excess. Avoid the 
temptation of indulging your pet because “it’s 
the holidays;” feed their usual diet on their 
regular schedule.

Many decorations, especially the 
Christmas tree, can pose a danger to pets. 
If you have a fresh Christmas tree, keep the 
water stand covered; pine sap mixed with 
water makes a poisonous drink. 

Consider securing your Christmas tree to 
a wall or to a ceiling hook with sturdy  shing 
line. If a pet decides to jump on the tree to 
get a tempting ornament or a large, wagging 
tail hits the tree, this will help prevent it from 
toppling over and injuring a pet or person. 

Popular holiday plants and flowers, 
such as mistletoe, also are poisonous to pets. 
Poinsettias, believed to be poisonous by the 
public, rarely cause a problem if ingested. The 
most common signs of poinsettia ingestion are 
vomiting and diarrhea and these signs usually 
occur when large quantities are consumed. 

Your pet may be tempted to mark unfa-
miliar trees or plants, so it may help to bring a 
tree or plant into an isolated indoor room for a 
few days so it smells more like “home.” 

Pick up any ornaments and ornament 
hooks that may have fallen; if a pet eats one 
of these items, it could injure their mouth or 
worse if the pet actually swallows it. 

If your cat or dog is tempted to play 
with ornaments and knocks them off the tree, 
decorate the bottom third with non-breakable, 
plastic or wooden ornaments, or decorate only 
the top two-thirds of your tree. 

Be wary of tinsel, string, and thin ribbon 
on the tree, on presents or around the house. 
If your pet ingests these, it could experience 
serious internal injuries. 

Indoor holiday lights should be secured 
so they do not hang too low and entangle your 
pet. Supervise your pet to ensure they do not 
chew on light strands and, for extra safety, 
unplug lights when you are not home. Pets 
have been electrocuted from casually chewing 
on strings of lights. 

Be mindful of the placement of burning 
candles around the house. A flying bird, 
curious cat or wagging dog tail could easily 
be burned by a poorly placed lit candle.

Pets, like people, experience holiday 

Holiday safety tips for your pet
by Sgt. Timothy S. Hair, US Army Veterinary ServicesAnna C. Ashley, DDS, PA

5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
www.annaashleyddspa.com

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

For our dental phobics we offer:
• Nitrous oxide gas
• Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
• Blankets and pillows  
• Walkmans 
• Warm towels 

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

Keep the Sparkle in Your Smile!

WHITENING SPECIAL $150
until December 31, 2009

Schedule your 
appointment TODAY!

We 
Know 
Kids

SOUTHSIDE ALAMEDA BAY AREA CALALLEN PORTLAND
992-6458 855-7346 985-1418 241-9541 643-2518
5945 Saratoga 3435 S. Alameda 7121 SPID 13725 NW Blvd 1029 W. Hwy 181
Across from Next to In the Bay Area Across from In the
Spohn Hospital Driscoll Children’s Medical Office Calallen High Crescent Center
South Hospital Building School Building

That’s why so many parents 
choose the Children’s 
Clinic. Our experience and 
compassion allow you to take 
comfort in knowing that your 
child is receiving the best care 
possible. We’ve been doing 
this since 1952. We know a 
thing or two about kids.  
Come by any of our five 
convenient locations and see 
for yourself.

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We take 
all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Aetna. A  Medicaid 
Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

2 cups Bisquick  baking mix
2-1/3 cups light brown sugar, �rmly packed
4 large eggs
1/2 cup margarine, softened
1 (3.5 ounce) can coconut
1-1/2 cup chopped pecans
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Preheat oven to 350F. Mix all ingredients and bake in a 
9x13-inch pan for 45 minutes. Cool on rack, cut while warm.

Bisquick Butterscotch Brownies
Fun Holiday Recipe 

Bisquick Butterscotch Brownies
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Mediterranean Cuisine 

Come let us take your taste buds on a journey you will never forget! 
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Catering & Delivery Available! 
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Catering & Delivery Available! 

Come let us take your 
taste buds on a  

journey you will 
never forget!

Lunch and Dinner featuring our new Fall Menu  
of carefully prepared from scratch entrees.

WINE TASTING- five courses with 
five wines, each to enhance the  
flavor of the course … call for 
dates, details and reservations

Express Lunch     $8
Fresh Salad or Homemade  
Soup with half a sandwich  
and tea

What’s Happening
by Tina Konwerski

I’ve never eaten so well before or since.
First, the chief of staff, a colonel, came 

by with a Christmas breakfast. 
Later, the division commander, a major 

general, showed up with a huge Christmas 
feast prepared by his aide/cook – way more 
food than the duty of cer, the driver and 
myself could eat.

Then the company commander and the 
 rst sergeant showed up with cookies and 
cakes and ... you get the idea.

A few years later, I was stationed at Fort 
Lewis, Wash. My battalion had alert duty for 
Christmas and unit block leave starting for 
New Year’s. My wife had left for Christmas 
with her parents and was going to meet me 
once my leave started.

I had just sat down for a small but nice 
dinner at the house of a civilian friend when 
I got a call from one of the guys working for 
me. A warm spell and rain melted snow on 
Mount Rainier and the Nisqually River was 
climbing out of its banks, threatening their 
apartment.

What started as a few guys trying 
to sandbag a single apartment quickly 
involved hundreds of people, tons of sand 
and truckloads of sandbags. 

In about eight hours, we built a 100-yard 
dike that was more than six feet tall, 10 feet 
wide at the base and so solid that when a 
large tree hit it root- rst, the tree bounced off 
without moving a single sandbag.

Then there were the Christmas interviews 
in 1989 with the  rst injured troops back 
from Operation Just Cause, the invasion of 
Panama.

There was 1990, when Christmas was 
just a short break from getting ready for the 
recall to active duty I knew was coming for 
the  rst Gulf War.

During the 1992 Christmas visit to the 
new Tanker Airlift Control Center at Scott 
Air Force Base, I was talking to a couple 
E-7s while television did interviews when 
one of them gave me a great opening line for 
my article.

I pointed out that the airlifters had been 
busy at Christmas the last four years: 1989 in 
Panama; 1990, Desert Shield; 1991, Northern 
and Southern Watch; and now with the build-
up of forces in Somalia.

One NCO shrugged and said, “Just 
another George Bush Christmas.”

Neither of us realized how it re ected the 
changing military world.

Every year since, US forces have not 
only been stationed overseas at Christmas, but 
have been deploying around the holidays. 

In the ‘90s, it was Bosnia and Haiti 
and Kosovo, plus humanitarian relief 
operations.

And of course, since Sept. 11, 2001, U.S. 
troops have been deployed and deploying 
every Christmas.

Looking back, I take a simple lesson: If 
you will be with family and friends, enjoy 
this Christmas. If you are apart,  nd another 
way to enjoy it.

But also take a moment to think of 
those who cannot be here because they are 
defending us – and those who have become 
the true Christmas ghosts to their friends and 
families.

Ghosts continued from page 2

Now thru December 24th - 7 pm til 10 
pm. Come see the Lights! Christmas 
benefit  for Ronald McDonald House, 
4061 Panama Drive.  All computerized 
show. Bring your own camera for pic-
tures with Santa on Friday and Saturday 
nights. Several rooms are made up like 
Santa’s house, plus raffle tickets, prizes 
donated from local businesses. Lots to 
do, plus elves with candy canes for kids.

NOW thru the end of December - 
Help the Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation send children to Summer Camp. 
MDA of the Coastal Bend hosts a sum-
mer camp for children between the ages 
of 6-17, where friendships through 
shared interests builds self-confidence. 
Walgreens will be accepting donations 
throughout the month of December.  
Please visit your local Walgreens today
and purchase a $1 or $5 Holiday Mobile 
in the shape of a present to give back to 
your community.

Every Tuesday at 7 p.m. – “Rialto 
Rhythms” … No Admission!  Feel free 
to BYOB.  Find some solace from shop-
ping and preparing for the holidays with 
music from the heart every week.  All 
musicians and all musical styles wel-
come to join in!  RIALTO THEATER & 
GALLERY, 327 E. Commercial Street, 
Aransas Pass (361) 758-0383 – www.
rialtotheater.org  
Now thru January 2, 2010 – “Harte 
Holiday Forest.”  Display of trees deco-
rated by groups and organization in the 
Coastal Bend.  The Janet F. Harte Public 
Library, 2629 Waldron Road, (361) 937-
6569.  Mon-Thurs 10a.m. to 9 p.m. – Fri 
& Sat 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Your	School’s,	Church’s	or	non-profit	
organizations event listed here FREE 
– space available basis. 50 words or less 
– e-mail  publisher@coffeenewscorpus-
christi.com

Most Advanced Treatment  
ever for Varicose Veins!

Now Available in the Corpus Christi Bay Area

Call today for an appointment!
1752 Santa Fe in Corpus Christi  •  www.VeinCentersOfTexas.com

882-9888

 

Minimally invasive
procedure

now available.

•  Office-based procedure
•  Back to normal activity 

usually the next day

• Covered by most insurance 
and Medicare

• 98% of patients would  
recommend this procedure

As seen on Good Morning America… *individual
results
may vary

If you care about her…
encourage regular check-ups.

Obstetrics  •  Gynecology  •  Infertility

For Appointment or Information

851-5000
www.ccwomensclinic.com

For Appointment or Information:
 851-5000

Toll Free: 1-877-851-5000
www.ccwomensclinic.com

Bay Area Hospital • 7121 S.P.I.D.

We Proudly Welcome
Theressa James Nowitzky M.D.
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Corpus Christi Women’s Clinic 
is a full service women’s health 

physician practice serving 
the Coastal Bend since 1981.

“Promoting Healthy Living for 
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Complete Care in Obstetrics,  
Gynecology & Infertility
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Call Today!
(361) 549-9921

We will MEET or 
BEAT your  
Current Processing 
Rates & Fees 
or Pay you 
$200

offer ends 12/31/09

A cut above 
the rest

As an old-fashioned butcher 
shop, we specialize in customer 
service with the finest selection 

of meats. Smoked and fresh 
sausages made here.

SPECIAL ORDERS CALL 
361-992-6512

T. M Moody’s Quality Meats

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8:30-6:30    
Sat. 8:00-6:00  
Closed Sunday

4703 S. Alameda at Airline
(Meadowbrook Shopping Center)

Corpus Christi

To learn more about the 
benefits for advertising 

in WINGSPAN 
call 361-814-0866

www.djyoungpublishing.com

ADVERTISE
YOUR

MEDICAL 
PRACTICE

H E R E

To learn more about 
the benefits for  
advertising in  
WINGSPAN 

call 361-814-0866
www.djyoungpublishing.com

Advertise YOUR  
Restaurant Here
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Santa Claus comes calling

Santa Claus had a 
busy week, starting 
with a visit to the 
Naval Health Clinic 
Dec. 4 (left ,  Bob 
Torres). Then a Coast 
Guard helicopter 
delivered him to a 
Dec. 6 party on the 
USS Lexington for 
the Pilot-for-a-Day 
program. (above left 
& right, by Charles 
Dekle). He finished 
by visiting NASCC 
housing with help 
f r o m  F i r e  a n d 
Emergency Services. 
(right and bottom, 
Bob Torres).

Winging — December 4
Awards and Achievements
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Winging of cials, from left: Lt. j.g. Robert Fasnacht, Chaplain; Lynwood Cain, Jr., Corpus Christi Chamber of Commerce; Lt. Col. G. J. Fabbri, 
Commanding Of cer, MATSG-22; Lt. Col. Robert Blagg, USAF, Commanding Of cer, VT-35; Cmdr. Denis Crews, Commanding Of cer, VT-31; 
Capt. Robert Paulison, Commanding Of cer, Sector Corpus Christi Coast Guard; Rear Adm. Richard J. O’Hanlon, Commander Naval Air Force 
Atlantic; Capt. David R. Price, Commodore, TW-4.

Wingees in alphabetical order: Lt. Hunter Tenzing Atherton, USCG; Lt. j.g. Dustin Ian Baldwin; Maj. James Vincent Fulginiti, USMC; 1st Lt. 
David Joseph Gonzalez, USMC; Ensign Kristofer Daniel Hawbaker; 2nd Lt. Gordon Elliot Hodgkins, USAF; Ensign Shane Derrick Kitterman; 
2nd Lt. Roger Scott Knobeloch, USAF; Lt. j.g. Anthony Ryan Martinez, USCG; Lt. j.g. Michael Scott Miller, USCG; Ensign Jonathan Robert 
Montes; Ensign Jacob Daniel Pitchford; Lt. j.g. Ashley Joyce Ruic; Ensign Antonio Russo, Italian Navy; Capt. Thomas Michael Ryan Jr, USAF; 
2nd Lt. Kevin Andrew Simonds, USAF; Ensign Brett Michael Woodard; Ensign John Paul Wittrock.

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi civilian employees were recognized in a Dec. 1 combined military-civilian awards ceremony. Pictured with NASCC 
Commanding Of cer Capt. Randy Pierson are: 10 Years Service – James R. Alaniz, Joel. A. Davis, Javier J. Morales and Johnny E. Twaits; 15 
Years Service – Michael C. Harbison and Allen R. Wahlstrom; 20 Years Service – Ray H. Aranda, Daniel Rodriguez and Eric M. Trujillo; 35 Years 
Service – Arturo D. Dominguez; Civilian of the Quarter – Otis Terrell; and Senior Civilian of the Quarter Douglas J. Lange.

NASCC Civilian Awards — Dec. 1
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Sat. 8:00-6:00  
Closed Sunday

4703 S. Alameda at Airline
(Meadowbrook Shopping Center)

Corpus Christi

To learn more about the 
benefits for advertising 

in WINGSPAN 
call 361-814-0866

www.djyoungpublishing.com

ADVERTISE
YOUR

MEDICAL 
PRACTICE

H E R E

To learn more about 
the benefits for  
advertising in  
WINGSPAN 

call 361-814-0866
www.djyoungpublishing.com

Advertise YOUR  
Restaurant Here
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Dining    •    Entertainment    •    Events

15370 S. Padre Island Dr. 
(Just past Whitecap Blvd.)

361-949-7737

Free Delivery on Padre 
Island after 5pm

Island Italian
Restaurant

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Live Music - Thur-Sat

Specializing in Fine Italian Cuisine
Proudly serving Padre Island  
and our military for 22 years!

Mon-Thur 11-9:30 
Fri-Sat 11-10 
Sun 5-9:30

 Military Appreciation Day
Every Tuesday

WE ThANk you for your SErviCE!!!

PiZZA STATE
Check us out at www.pizzastate.com

6133 Ennis Joslin road
(Corner of Ennis Joslin & ocean Dr)

993-3283
oPEN
DAiLY Sun thur Thurs 11am to 10pm  

fri and Sat 11am to 11pm

Dine-In, Carry-out or  
Delivery*, we can't wait  

to serve you!
*Delivery not valid on Military 

Appreciation Day.  Valid DoD ID 
required at time of order.

stress. Changes in surroundings and 
environment, schedule changes due to 
shopping and travel, and increased visitors to 
your home are all stressful for your pet. 

Keep your pet’s exercise and feeding 
schedules as normal as possible. Try to 
continue to make time for daily walks and 
playtime, regular litter box cleanings, and 
regular grooming activities to help keep stress 
at a minimum. 

If your pet is not used to a lot of company, 
especially children, 
t ry  to  provide 
them with a place 
to escape to where 
they will feel safe. 
A stressed, scared 
pet is more likely 
to accidentally bite 
someone out of 
fear and an animal 
bite could easily 
ruin a holiday 
celebration. 

C h i l d r e n , 
especially those 
unfamiliar with 
pets ,  are most 
likely to be bitten – so make sure there’s 
plenty of supervision around your pets.

If you are traveling with your pet, be sure 
to plan for it. Include a  a small pet  rst aid 
kit and fresh water. Keep your pet’s feeding 
schedule as normal as possible, but it is often 
better for your dog or cat to not travel on a 
full stomach. 

Sedation or tranquilizers are normally not 
recommended, except in extreme cases. It is 
generally safer for your pet to be fully awake 
and aware during travel. 

Use a pet carrier. Allow your dog or cat to 
become acclimatized to the carrier by leaving 
it out and open for several days before travel. 
Allow your friend to go in and come out as 
they wish. You can even start feeding your 
pet inside the carrier to make it a familiar and 
happy place. 

When you travel, your pet will have a 
safe, secure place to go when they become 
stressed. It also insures your pet is secure 
during travel and reduces the risk of an 
accident from a pet underfoot while driving.

Finally, studies have shown just sitting 
and petting an animal can reduce a person’s 
level of stress and decrease blood pressure. 

So, when things get crazy around the 
holidays, take a moment to just relax with 
your furry friend. It will do you both good! 

Have a safe and happy holiday!

ASPCA  Animal Poison Control:  www.aspca.
org/site/PageServer?pagename=pro_apcc_
toxicplants

If you think that your animal may have 
ingested a poison, contact your local 
emergency veterinarian or the ASPCA 
24-hour emergency poison hotline at 
1-888-426-4435.

The holiday season is here and it is 
important to be mindful of pet safety during 
this festive season. 

Many of the foods and decorations we 
enjoy can be hazardous to our pets. Pet owners 
need to keep the following tips in mind to 
help ensure a safe holiday season for ALL 
members of the family.

“People food,” whether poisonous or 
just in excess, could make your pet sick. 
Chocolate, macadamia nuts, grapes and 
raisins are all poisonous for pets and can be 
fatal. Take care to keep holiday treats and 
candies out of your pet’s reach. 

Consider what is on your coffee table and 
how accessible it is to your dog and cat. Gifts 
under your tree that may contain food items; 
gift wrap will not stop a determined pet from 
eating good-smelling treats. 

Many non-poisonous people foods, 
especially fatty foods, can still make your 
pet sick if consumed in excess. Avoid the 
temptation of indulging your pet because “it’s 
the holidays;” feed their usual diet on their 
regular schedule.

Many decorations, especially the 
Christmas tree, can pose a danger to pets. 
If you have a fresh Christmas tree, keep the 
water stand covered; pine sap mixed with 
water makes a poisonous drink. 

Consider securing your Christmas tree to 
a wall or to a ceiling hook with sturdy  shing 
line. If a pet decides to jump on the tree to 
get a tempting ornament or a large, wagging 
tail hits the tree, this will help prevent it from 
toppling over and injuring a pet or person. 

Popular holiday plants and flowers, 
such as mistletoe, also are poisonous to pets. 
Poinsettias, believed to be poisonous by the 
public, rarely cause a problem if ingested. The 
most common signs of poinsettia ingestion are 
vomiting and diarrhea and these signs usually 
occur when large quantities are consumed. 

Your pet may be tempted to mark unfa-
miliar trees or plants, so it may help to bring a 
tree or plant into an isolated indoor room for a 
few days so it smells more like “home.” 

Pick up any ornaments and ornament 
hooks that may have fallen; if a pet eats one 
of these items, it could injure their mouth or 
worse if the pet actually swallows it. 

If your cat or dog is tempted to play 
with ornaments and knocks them off the tree, 
decorate the bottom third with non-breakable, 
plastic or wooden ornaments, or decorate only 
the top two-thirds of your tree. 

Be wary of tinsel, string, and thin ribbon 
on the tree, on presents or around the house. 
If your pet ingests these, it could experience 
serious internal injuries. 

Indoor holiday lights should be secured 
so they do not hang too low and entangle your 
pet. Supervise your pet to ensure they do not 
chew on light strands and, for extra safety, 
unplug lights when you are not home. Pets 
have been electrocuted from casually chewing 
on strings of lights. 

Be mindful of the placement of burning 
candles around the house. A flying bird, 
curious cat or wagging dog tail could easily 
be burned by a poorly placed lit candle.

Pets, like people, experience holiday 

Holiday safety tips for your pet
by Sgt. Timothy S. Hair, US Army Veterinary ServicesAnna C. Ashley, DDS, PA

5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
www.annaashleyddspa.com

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

For our dental phobics we offer:
• Nitrous oxide gas
• Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
• Blankets and pillows  
• Walkmans 
• Warm towels 

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

Keep the Sparkle in Your Smile!

We 
Know 
Kids

SOUTHSIDE ALAMEDA BAY AREA CALALLEN PORTLAND
992-6458 855-7346 985-1418 241-9541 643-2518
5945 Saratoga 3435 S. Alameda 7121 SPID 13725 NW Blvd 1029 W. Hwy 181
Across from Next to In the Bay Area Across from In the
Spohn Hospital Driscoll Children’s Medical Office Calallen High Crescent Center
South Hospital Building School Building

That’s why so many parents 
choose the Children’s 
Clinic. Our experience and 
compassion allow you to take 
comfort in knowing that your 
child is receiving the best care 
possible. We’ve been doing 
this since 1952. We know a 
thing or two about kids.  
Come by any of our five 
convenient locations and see 
for yourself.

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We take 
all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Aetna. A  Medicaid 
Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

2 cups Bisquick  baking mix
2-1/3 cups light brown sugar, �rmly packed
4 large eggs
1/2 cup margarine, softened
1 (3.5 ounce) can coconut
1-1/2 cup chopped pecans
1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Preheat oven to 350F. Mix all ingredients and bake in a 
9x13-inch pan for 45 minutes. Cool on rack, cut while warm.

Bisquick Butterscotch Brownies
Fun Holiday Recipe 

Bisquick Butterscotch Brownies
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HM-15’s move to Norfolk is part of 
the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission’s decisions to consolidate anti-
mine warfare on the East and West Coast.

Minesweepers assigned to Naval Station 
Ingleside, which will close in 2010, moved to 
California this summer.

Most of HM-15 moved to their new 
home on the East Coast in September, but a 
detachment remained at NAS Corpus Christi 
to close down the operation and prepare 
Hurricane 17 for  ight.

Although an MH-53, Hurricane 17 did 
not have some of the modi cations installed 
that are needed for mine countermeasure 
operations. So it was designated as a supply 
aircraft – and for a long time, served the role 
of “hanger queen,” an aircraft from which 
parts could be temporarily scavenged to keep 
other helicopters  ying.

As such, it had to be returned to full  ight 
status before moving.

“When it lifted off the ground for the 
 rst time in November, there were a lot of 
cheers,” Sturgeon said. “It was the  rst time 
it had  own in more than 800 days.”

On Monday, Sailors stood in the drizzle 
as Hurricane 17’s crew waited, engines 
running, for the cloud ceiling to rise enough 
for take-off.

Suddenly, the Sea Dragon rose to a hover, 
and slowly edged forward toward the water, 
then turned and rapidly disappeared into the 
mist.

Those remaining returned to the hanger 
to work on closing it for the  nal time.

The detachment expects to turn the 
hanger over sometime in January and, by early 
February, all remaining Blackhawks will have 
left for new assignments.

Sturgeon said he’s ready to move on, but 
will treasure his time with HM-15.

“I came here  ve years ago as a First 
Class, hoping to make Chief, I’m leaving as 
a Senior Chief,” he said. “HM-15 has been 
very good to me.”

HM-15 continued from page 1

Winter Holiday Camp 
and Youth Basketball 
Registration going on 
NOW!

The Youth Activities Center offers a 
Winter Holiday Camp Dec. 21-31 for chil-
dren ages 5-13. Holiday camp hours are 
5:30 am - 6 pm.  Breakfast and afternoon 
snack is included in the weekly fee. 

2010 Youth Basketball League Open-
ing day is Jan. 9.  Youth ages 4-12 are 
encouraged to sign up for the upcoming 
season.  Entry fee is $45.  Registration 
forms can be picked up at the NASCC 
Youth Activities Center, Bldg. 1756.  
Volunteer coaches are needed for all age 
groups.

Please call the Youth Activities 
Center at 961-2355 for more information 
on these events.

I  am 
a  young 
male who 
recently met someone. Is there such 
a thing as love at  rst sight?

This is a good question. I’ll 
answer it in general terms.

Love at first sight is a rare 
occurrence; individuals should not 
date with the hope that this will be 
the manner in which they meet their 
prospective mates. 

Most marriages result from 
ordinary, routine dating and the 
building of a relationship without the 
glamour of love at  rst sight.

Most cases of individuals falling 
in love at  rst sight do not stand the 
test of personal interaction. 

Many of these people are under 
emotional strain and regularly fall in 
love in times of stress. 

It is quite easy for such a person 
to become infatuated with a new 
dating partner, to feel it is love at  rst 
sight. The new love experience acts 
as a release for the emotional stress 
the person is experiencing. 

In  the  end,  th is  type of 
relationship will probably be broken 
when the interaction between the 
two reveals incompatibilities that 
were masked by infatuation. 

My husband is reluctant to 
establish a budget system for our 
finances. Why is my husband 
apprehensive when it comes to 
controlling our money?

In his book entitled, Money and 
Your Marriage, Robert Crosson lists 
four barriers to having a system of 
control or a budget. 

The  rst is that many people 
do not understand why a budget is 
needed. 

It is needed to make sure the 
family lives within its income; this 
in turn will promote harmony and 
unity in the marriage. 

The second barrier is failure to 
take time to set up a budget and to 
work out its shortcomings. 

It may take a year or two to get a 
plan working smoothly. The problem 
here is determining realistic amounts 
for each item in the budget. It takes 
real discipline for each spouse to 
make the system work. 

Ask Dr. 
Garcia

Garcia

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Dr. Garcia contiued on page 17

Website: www.fortheloveofstrays.com     
e-mail: fortheloveofstrays@yahoo.com
Proud member of www.petfinder.com

We are an all volunteer-foster home organization, 
dedicated to helping make a difference in the 
lives of stray and abandoned dogs.

Ready for a forever home. Each dog brings their 
own care package to help them get started!

For The Love of Strays

Donate • Foster • Adopt • (361) 813-7443 

In order to succeed, we must have public donations and volun-
teers to foster until our dogs are adopted. We pay for spay/neuter, 
vaccinations, flea/tick medications, heartworm preventive, and 
food while our dogs are in foster care.

Lani means “heaven” in 
Hawaiian which is a perfect 
name for this beautiful 
one-year old brindle 
Aussie/border collie mix. 
Please call her foster mom 
at 267-495-6821 for more 

information on this sweet girl. 

Introducing Danny. A tri-
colored beagle mix, Danny 
is cleared by the vet and is 
ready for a Forever Home. 
He is approximately 1 year 
old, very friendly, obeys 
commands, & is very well 
behaved. Approx 12 lbs and 
will not get much bigger. 

Cooper is a 2-year old black 
and white border collie who 
loves to please. He is neutered, 
current on shots, heartworm 
negative, microchipped and 
housebroken.
Call 267-495-6821 for more 
information on Cooper.

Blondie is a 2-year old 
german shepherd/lab mix. 
She is spayed, current on 
shots, housebroken, and 
walks well on a leash. 
Could you be her forever 
family?

This Love of Strays ad sponsored 
by Anna C. Ashley,  DDS, PA 

Here's hoping your  
holiday is blessed 
with the perfect  

combination  
of peace, harmony 

and joy.  
Thank you  
for allowing  

WINGSPAN to be  
a part of your life.  
We look forward to  
sharing 2010 with 
all of our Readers, 

Advertisers,  
Distribution Points 

and valued  
Associates. 

Merry Christmas
D J Young Publishing

Publishers of WINGSPAN

With Warm 
Wishes at 

ChristmastimeStart the New Year with 
your ad in the next issue 

of  WINGSPAN!
Increase your sales 
by advertising your 
Product or Service 

to the Coastal 
Bend Military 

Community.
WINGSPAN is read 

from cover-to-cover, 
this is our Military 

Community’s 
“local” newspaper.

 

As a convenience to our readers and an added value to our 
advertisers, giving you prolonged exposure to the customer base 

you most want to reach, WINGSPAN is also on line  
at http://www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi

 
 be sure your ad is a part of the next issue.

 

call 361-814-0866 for 
additional information.

Reach our Loyal Readers
3 Meals a Day - 7 Days a Week
ADVERTISE in Coffee News®

Doing the right thing: Eleven-year-old Mikela Mercier never 
expected to find $1,000 in cash inside a video box she picked 
up at a Salvation Army thrift store in Kona, Hawaii. Mikela 
says she knew she could have kept the money, but she also 
knew it wasn't hers to keep, so she and her mom, Jodi, imme-
diately turned it in to the store clerks. “My friends told me 
I should have kept it, but I did the right thing,” says Mikela. For 
her honesty, the Salvation Army gave the youth a $25 gift certifi-
cate. The organization couldn't trace the owner of the money, so 
the cash was used to help the needy.
Dog hero: Chows may seem like cuddly, lovable dogs, but there’s 
one named Jarod that’s not afraid to tangle with a bear. Jarod’s 
owner, Donna Perreault, and her other chow, Meesha, could 
have been seriously injured by an attacking bear near her home 
in Genelle, British Columbia, Canada. Luckily, Jarod came to the 
rescue, lunging at the bear and allowing Perreault and Meesha to 
escape. For his efforts, the brave pooch received an award at a 
Purina Animal Hall of Fame ceremony in Toronto. Perreault, who 
initially got Jarod from a shelter, didn’t know that her pet would 
one day rescue her. 
Huge sacrifice: Co-workers Mike Camp and Ralph Hanahan, 
who worked in the computer department at a college in South 
Carolina, faced a devastating situation. One of them was going to 
be out of work because of job cuts at the college. Hanahan, 55, 
had seniority, so he could rightfully keep his job. However, Camp, 
age 40, has four young kids, including one who is autistic. In an 
amazing act of generosity, Hanahan insisted Camp be the one to 
keep his job. “He told me he didn't want my family to have to deal 
with a layoff,” says Camp. “I thanked him from the bottom of my 
heart.”  
Honesty rewarded: Santiago Gori, who drives a taxi in La 
Plata, Argentina, is being rewarded for his honesty after find-
ing $32,500 in cash in his cab and returning it to the elderly 
couple who left it behind. Argentineans have started a website 
to collect money to show their gratitude for Gori's honesty. 
Hundreds of dollars, congratulatory messages and other offers 
have poured in for Gori, such as snowboarding lessons  and 
a GPS system for his taxi. For his part, the taxi driver says he 
doesn't know what he'll do with the gifts he's been offered. 
He says he only did what had to be done.

Quoteable Quotes
“Everyone has a purpose in life ... a unique gift or special talent to 
give to others. And when we blend this unique  talent with service to 
others, we experience the ecstasy and exultation of our own spirit, 
which is the ultimate goal of all goals.”     - Dharma 
“Words are things, and a small drop of ink falling like dew upon a 
thought, produces that which makes thousands, perhaps millions, 
think.”                                  - Sir Aubrey De Vere

WhatÕ s Happening

Trivia
1.  Which lettuce shares a name with what collided with the 

Titanic?  
2. Co is  the chemical symbol for which element? 
3. What is the capital of Queensland, Australia? 
4. Which wine can be fino or oloroso – port or sherry? 
5.  Who was the goddess of youth and spring in Greek mythology?
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“News To Enjoy Over Coffee”

www.CoffeeNewsCorpusChristi.com   

(Flip bottom of page for answers)
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December 12th and 13th - Santa Pictures at Petsmart  Come have your 
pet’s picture taken with Santa!  Shelter volunteers will be running the pictures 
those days!  Petsmart will donate 1/2 of the proceeds to The Cattery!

Saturday, December 12, 2009 Blood Drive/Avon-USO fundraiser is 
as follows:  The Blood Mobile will be at 4020 Weber Road (Hamlin Shopping 
Center).   You can donate Blood and/or make a donations for the USO 
fundraiser.  Your donation of $11.63 ($10 + tax + handling fee) Avon ships 
a USO2GO Kit (5 full size toiletry products) to the USO which will then be 
sent to isolated troops deployed abroad.  Avon Products, Inc. then donates 
$4.00 of the $10.00 to the USO to help provide emergency relief programs, 
family assistance activities, entertainment tours and more.

Sunday, December 13, 2009 – NOON to 5:00 p.m. – Sutherlands,  
4041 S. Staples.  Your help is needed to fill the SANTA’S Wish List for the 
abandoned dogs that have been saved and are being nursed back to good 
health in Foster Homes.  “For the Love of Strays” needs collars, leashes, 
feeding bowls, doggie blankets, treats and Diamond BRAND Dog Food.  

Holiday Cinema at Cole Park Amphitheater – Fridays – starting a 
sunset (7 pm) for movie titles call 361-826-3410  - Dec. 11th – Comedy – 
1996 Harried mattress salesman Howard Langston is late for his son Jamie’s 
karate class/.  Placate his unhappy son he asks him if there is anything he 
wants for Christmas.  He wants Turbo Man.  Howard naturally forgets to get 
it and being Christmas Eve no stores have it in stock.  So Howard embarks 
on a comical quest to find one.

Holiday Cinemas at Cole Park Amphitheater – Dec. 18th  starting 
at sunset – Drama – 1947 Doris Walker, a no-nonsense Macy’s executive 
desperately searches for a new store Santa.  She hires Kris Kringle who 
insists that he’s the real Santa Claus.  But he has many skeptics like Doris 
and her six year old daughter Susan.  So Kris goes to court to try and prove 
it.  Is he the real Santa Clause?

New Issue Every Week!

December 8, 2009

EXPERT
 TILE

SETTERS
Indoor and Outdoor

 Tile & Stone
Lowest Prices
FREE Design

361-396-3355

#1 in Cruising Nationwide
Let Us Help You Plan the Perfect Cruise

Cruise Plan Direct Pricing PLUS Personal Service
We work with all cruiselines

Anne Waters
Your Personal Cruise Specialist

Phone: 381-949-1011
Toll Free: 877-776-SAIL(7245)

Email: awaters@cruiseone.com
Website: www.grrr8cruises.com

Individual & Group
Weddings & Honeymoons

Family Reunions
Free Bridal Registry

SPECIALIZING IN:

Visit my website 
and enter to win a 
FREE CRUISE

 50% OFF 
Frames only 

5638 Saratoga Blvd. Suite 106
Corpus Christi, Texas 78414

(361)980-0523
www.VisionSource-Dr-Ramos.com

COMPLETE FAMILY
EYE CARE

Use your Flex Plan
before You Lose it
Get NEW Glasses

Insurances are about to renew, 
Hurry in to get your money's worth!
Don't let your benefits expire without 

getting your new glasses.

Some restrictions apply. 

TEETH 
WHITENING 
SPECIAL
$150.00

until December 31, 2009

Schedule your 
appointment TODAY!
361-991-0102

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA        

5314 Everhart, Suite A 
www.annaashleyddspa.com

smile!you’re ingood hands

Ages 3 and up
 Tuesday-Friday: 

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

ALL NATURAL 
HEALTHY NUTRITION

Women's Health - Men's Health - Ch i ld ren's Health

TRY A FREE MEAL &
 FREE Health Evaluation

Livier Lugo
361-658-6590

 

Improve Energy • Stress •  Bone Health
Lose Weight • Heart Health • Immune Health

www.myherbalife.com • Sponsor ID#090034953• livierlugo@hotmail.com 

6601 Everhart Road-Ste B-6 (Everhart Park)

Independent Distr ibutor

SURVEILLANCE 
CAMERAS
HOME or BUSINESS

Remote Access • Indoor and 
Outdoor • Infrared - Color Cameras 

Professional Installation

800-592-6570 • 361-429-6453                               
6733 Weber Rd. Ste #1 Corpus Christi, TX  78413

FREE
ESTIMATES

forces that has no restrictions for women.
Do you want to help save lives and protect the  

environment? Learn how you can make a di�erence.

877.NOW.USCG | GOCOASTGUARD.COM  

1/3 c unsweetened cocoa 
powder
1/4 c granulated sugar
1 tsp ground allspice
1 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 c water
3 1/2 c milk
 ¼ c  mini marshmallows
4 cinnamon sticks

Cinnamon Hot Chocolate
1.  Whisk together the cocoa powder, sugar, allspice 
and cinnamon in a Medium Sauce Pan.
2. Slowly whisk in the water until a smooth paste is 
formed.
3. Place the pan on the stove over medium low heat.
4. Gradually whisk in the milk.
5. Simmer until well heated while whisking 
occasionally being careful not to scald the milk.
6. Pour into small mugs and top with mini 
marshmallows and garnish with a cinnamon stick 
prior to serving.

$89.95*
per month
plus applicable
taxes & fees

8.0 Internet

Digital Cable 

Telephone

Your Choice For Better Service

Call Today @334-3024
Restrictions and installation charges may apply. Fees, features and channels are subject to change without notice . Service may be subjected to credit approval
and may require a deposit. Service is not available in all areas. O�er subject to change without notice. O�er expires 10/17/09. The GRANDE COMMUNICATIONS 

marks and logos are service marks of Grande Communications Networks, Inc. All rights reserved. (c)2009 Grande Communications Networks, Inc.

361-993-3428
www.musiciansacademy.com

Need Music Lessons?
• Professional Music Instruction
• Children and Adults of all ages
• University Trained Instructors
• FREE Lesson with enrollment
• Gift  Certificates  Available

Guitar • Bass • Drums • Piano

Sunrise Mall 
Ste. 37C

Lower level SPID entrance between 
old Mervyn’s and Sears Auto

$8,000 Tax Incentive
1st Time Home Buyer...

Do YOU Qualify?–Get Your Cash Back &
           Your Dream Home!

1828 Waldron Rd.
Corpus Christi, TX 78418

Toll Free
877-37A-BBEY (2-2239)

www.abbey-homes.com

Call  
361-939-9008 

& “Start Packing!”

10% Senior Discount

3717 WOW Road • Corpus Christi, TX 78413
Phone: (361) 852-0100 

Fax: (361) 852-0183 • E-mail: gardnerautomotive@yahoo.com
www.gardnerautomotive.com

Hours: Monday – Friday: 7am to 5:30pm, Saturday: 7am-12pm

•  Automotive Computer Diagnostics & Repair
•  Complete Electronic Diagnostics & Repair
•  2 & 4 Wheel Computer Alignment
•  Complete Brake Service
•  Front & Rear Suspension Repairs
• Tow Service Available Upon Request
• AC Delco Service Professional Shop

•  Fuel Injection Service
•  Diesel Diagnostics
•  Transmission Computer Diagnostics & Repair
•  Computer Wheel Balancing
•  A/C Service & Repair
• ASE Certified & Factory Trained Technicians

FREE
LOCAL SHUTTLE

WITH REPAIRS

Se Habla EspaÑol

Extended 
Warranty 

Work

To Learn More Call: 361-814-0866  
or visit www.CoffeeNewsCorpusChristi.com

America’s #1
Restaurant Publication

Look for us at 
your favorite

area restaurant
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Recently, moments after Maj. Gen. James 
Myles, Commanding General, Aviation and 
Missile Command, took off in the Corpus 
Christi Army Depot UH-1H Huey to attend 
a meeting at Fort Sam Houston, UH-60A 
crew members launched the last A-to-A 
recapitalized Black Hawk from the depot. 

The UH-60A Recapitalization Program 
kicked off in 2002 with the induction of the 
 rst A-to-A aircraft at CCAD. 

The  rst was delivered in 2003, marking 
the culmination of a successful partnership 
between Sikorsky Aircraft and the depot. 

“Completion of the last UH-60 A-to-A 
aircraft is certainly a milestone of amazing 
success,” said Col. Joe Dunaway, CCAD 
commander. 

“More importantly it marks the next 
chapter of the Army’s continued journey to 
recapitalize the entire UH-60A/L  eet.” 

The last UH-60 A-to-A recap Black 
Hawk took off and headed for Fort Rucker, 
Ala., with its crew from there: Chief Warrant 
Of cer 5 Kevin Calloway, Chief Warrant 
Of cer 4 Mark Simmons, and Sgt. 1st Class 
Jesus Colon.

Designed to provide for infantry squad 
delivery anywhere on the battlefield, the 
Black Hawk is the Army’s utility helicopter 
of choice. 

Contributing approximately 2.4 million 
 ight hours since 2003, it is the primary air 
platform used by commanders to initiate, 
sustain and conduct combat operations and 
can deliver arms, troops and supplies at a 
moment’s notice. 

Recapitalization, or “recap” for short, 
is part of the Army’s ever-present effort to 
reduce platform sustainment costs and contain 
the expense of replacing aging helicopters 
with new ones. 

Overhauling and upgrading structural, 
engine, and airframe components allows 
Army Aviation to realize an asset that is equal 
to or better than a new one. 

“These programs provide Army Aviation 

the most modernized and advanced UH-60 
fleet at a significant reduced cost to the 
taxpayer,” Dunaway said. 

CCAD launched 142 aircraft during the 
program, delivered to Army National Guard 
units throughout the United States, and to 
the United States Army Aviation War ghting 
Center at Fort Rucker.

Many have been deployed to the theater 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom/
Operation Enduring Freedom. 

The Utility Helicopters Project Of ce has 
monitored eight of these aircraft and found 
that they have experienced a signi cantly 
higher Mission Capable rate than UH-60A 
aircraft in the same units that have not been 
recapitalized.

Recapped Black Hawks showed 
improvements in reliability, availability, and 
maintainability (RAM). For example, two 
recap aircraft had signi cant improvement 
in RAM metrics compared to two non-
recapitalized at the same location for the same 
amount of time. 

“It restores the Army’s aging  eet of 
UH-60 helicopters, expands the commander’s 
training and tactical capability and provides 
the war  ghter signi cantly enhanced mission 
readiness on the battle eld,” Dunaway said. 

CCAD continuously seeks to improve 
the process to meet customer satisfaction 
and demand. The bene ts of a recapitalized 
aircraft are most de nitively realized by the 
customer, the Soldier. 

User feedback is consistently very 
positive and rewarding to the men and women 
of CCAD, Utility Helicopter Project Of ce 
and Sikorsky Aircraft Company. 

“When you combine the skills and 
expertise of the UH-60 PM (project manager), 
Sikorsky Aircraft, and this depot - there is 
simply nothing they cannot do for our Avia-
tion Soldiers,” Dunaway said. 

“It’s an honor to be a part of this program 
and phenomenal team from the acquisition, 
OEM and industrial base.”

Final UH-60 A-to-A recap Black 
Hawk launched
Story and photo by Ed Mickley, CCAD Public Affairs 

The  nal UH-60 A-to-A recapitalized helicopter completed by CCAD was picked 
up by (l-r) Sgt. 1st Class Jesus Colon, Chief Warrant Of cer 4 Mark Simmons 
and Chief Warrant Of cer 5 Kevin Calloway.

The third obstacle is developing 
a system that is too complicated. 

Marital partners should avoid 
keeping track of every dime spent 
or trying to write down every ex-
penditure. This is all right in the 
beginning, but may not be necessary 
as you and your husband become 
accustomed to the new spending 
habits.

The fourth barrier, according 
to Crosson, is the husband’s fear 
of failure. 

Crosson reports that men feel 
they should know all about money 
and don’t need a budget. They 
usually are not as given to detail as 
their wives, and keeping a record 
of all a man spends may make him 
uncomfortable. 

He may view the fact that a 
budget is needed as a re ection that 
his income level is not suf cient to 
allow the family to spend as they 
wish. 

In such a case, you might need 
to assure your husband that you are 
content with his income and that the 
best reason for a budget is that the 
income can be utilized as wisely as 
possible.

Ruben G. Garcia, Ph.D., LMFT is 
a Licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist and co-founder of The Healing 
Institute. Submit your questions to Dr. 
Garcia via email at troubadour55@
hotmail.com. You can also contact Dr. 
Garcia at (361) 814-4556. 

Dr. Garcia continued from page 16

C o m m i s s a r y 
Holiday Hours

The Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi Commissary will adjust its 
operating hours for the holidays: 

Open 
Monday, December 21 
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Closed 
Friday December 25 for Christmas 
Friday January 1 for New Year’s
Day 

 The Commissary would like to 
thank our military here at Corpus Christi 
for keeping us safe and free for another 
year. 

We wish you and your families 
Happy Holidays and may God Bless you 
and keep you safe.

2	7/16”	x	2	3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir. Corpus Christi, Tx 854-2278
2150 W. Wheeler Aransas Pass, Tx 758-5199

114 Lang Rd. Portland, Tx  643-8243

www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

1811 Broadway (aka Fulton Beach Rd.) Rockport, Tx 729-8777

Humpal
Physical
Therapy
& Sports
Medicine
Centers

(also located in Calallen & Alice)

We	Proudly	Support	Our	Military!
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY:

Paul A. Kennedy, Jr., D.D.S.
Paul A. Kennedy, III, D.D.S.

William B. Haley, D.M.D. ORTHODONTICS:
Robert B. Hanover, Jr., D.D.S.

Providing Orthodontics 
for both adults and  
children.

6200 Saratoga
Corpus Christi, TX 78414

992-9500 • 993-6600
1-866-992-9500

3435 S. Alameda   Suite A
Corpus Christi, TX 78414

853-0381 
1-866-769-1205

www.paulkennedydds.com

Caring Individuals  
Dedicated to Your  
FamilyÕ s Good Health.

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY:
Anne K. Hempstead. D.D.S.

Nicole B. Pruitt, D.M.D.

Family Dentistry
Dr. G.S. Fossum, D.D.S. P.C.

9301 S.P.I.D.
Hours by Appointment  

Monday thru Friday

937-5555

Tri-Care Provider    

dental care in Flour Bluff for the whole family

Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

Do you SNORE?

Are you TIRED in the 
morning after  
SLEEPING all night?

Do you ever wake up  
GASPING, CHOKING or 
with a RACING HEART?

Has anyone noticed you  
having DIFFICULTY 
BREATHING at night?

4638 CORONA • Suite 45    Corpus Christi, Tx   78411   
361-852-8453  Toll Free 1-800-450-1152

You are not alone. Oasis offers 
discreet and professional therapy  

for groups, individuals,  
couples and families.

361-949-0400
14617 SPID on the Island

info@plichta-psychnp.com
www.plichta-psychnp.com

OASIS 
     Counseling and Psychiatry
Jessica E. Plichta, APRN-PMH, CS-P, MS
Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner
Psychiatric Clinical Specialist

Do you suffer from: Depression & Anxiety 
PTSD/Trauma…Military Issues…Bereavement & Loss 
Addiction…Personality Disorders…Bipolar Disorder

TEEN GROUP THERAPY
Every Monday at 7pm
Ages 15-19 $20 per session

Other services include Medication Management  
and Healthy Living & Thinking Therapy

WOMAN’S GROUP THERAPY
Every Wednesday at 6:30pm
All are welcome $20 per session

 We CAn Help

Orlando Urbina, L.M.T., Veteran  

Universal Hands 
Massage Therapy

“Where massage is 
not just a luxury,  
but a way of life”

Senior Citizens, Students, Military and  
Police Officers are eligible for Discounts 
on 1 hour and 1½ hour massages.

529 Clifford (6 Points) • 361-887-0772
www.universalhandsmassage.com

½ Hour - $20
1 Hour - $40
1½ Hours - $60
Hot Stone 1½ Hour - $75

Hours
Tues-Fri 10am-6pm
Sat 10am-4pm
6pm-8pm by Request

We are the world leader in 
nutritional cleansing. Call today  

and start living the best life

361-561-5230

Do all this for free!!
Want to know more? 

Don’t wait!

Want to transform 
your life? 

Have the courage to make the call, 
because one call could change it all.

lose Weight? more energy?  
sleep Better?
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Boutique Du Jour Holiday Spa-tacular Packages 
On-line Printable GIFT CERTIFICATE 

$139 Pamper Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
30 Minute Paraffin Body Wrap
Paraffin Manicure
Paraffin Pedicure

$159 Make Me Wine
One hour Mud Wine Wrap
30 Minute Massage
30 Minute Wine Facial
Make-over and Wine

$59 Champagne Package
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Champagne 30 Minute Facial

$99 Christmas Special
One Hour Massage
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure

$109 Ultimate Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Manicure
One Hour Facial
Make Over

$249 Sweetheart Package
Le Mud Wrap & Facial
One Hour Massage
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Dozen Red Roses
Make Over, Lunch and Wine

On-line Printable
GIFT CERTIFICATE 

Boutique Du Jour
Salon & Spa

1220 Airline (Next to Toys Ô R Us)

855-2323
www.boutiquedujour.com

For your convenience you 
can purchase printable gift 
certificates online at  
www.boutiquedujour.com

Cut and give to Santa or place on refrigerator

$199 Heavenly DuJour
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Le Stone One Hour Facial
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
One Hour Massage
Make Over, Lunch & Wine

Chief Information Systems Technician (NAC/AW) Mario T. Tijerina (right), from 
Sinton, Texas, received the Navy & Marine Corps Commendation Medal during 
his Retirement ceremony December 4 aboard the USS Lexington Museum on the 
Bay.  Capt. R. G. Kelley, the commanding of cer at Naval Health Clinic Corpus 
Christi, made the presentation.  Tijerina transferred to the Fleet Reserve after 
21 years of naval service.

Chief Tijerina retires after 21 years

Photo by Bill W. Love

If you want to
own a home,
we’re here for you.
Whether you’re buying, building, refinancing or improving 
your home, we are ready to help you get the financing you 
need quickly and easily. American Bank’s resources mean 
you can count on:
• lenders who can meet with you anytime, anywhere
• an in-house mortgage processing and underwriting 
 department to ensure your application gets prompt, 
 experienced attention
• competitive rates and attractive terms
• a wide variety of loan programs including fixed rate, 
 adjustable rate and specialized loans with minimal 
 down payment
• FHA, VA and FNMA programs for 
 first-time buyers
• Texas Veterans Land Board home loan 
 programs available
• the flexibility to tailor a program to your 
 needs and goals

Please give us a call – we're here to 
answer all your home loan questions.

EQUAL
HOUSING
LENDER

OFFICE (361) 653-5273  |  CELL (361) 815-6195  |  rsolomon@americanbank.com  |  www.americanbank.com

Member FDIC    Member Independent Bankers Association of Texas
©2009 American Bank, N.A.

Corpus Christi | Port Aransas | Rockport | Goliad | Victoria | Austin

Renee Solomon
Mortgage Lending OfficerMortgage Center

Help...only a phone call away

5034 Holly Road • Corpus Christi, TX 78411

Lora specializes in Military  
relocation. Her 26 years of 
military life offer a unique 
insight and understanding of the 
complexities and frustrations of 
relocating and home ownership.

Lora Marksbury
Military Relocation Specialist

Please call me today.
Office ................... (361) 992-9231 or (800) 825-5050
Home .................. (361) 993-8648 or (800) 992-3439
Mobile ...................................................(361) 533-8648
E-mail: lmarksbury@corpuschristi-homes.com

If you are considering a move- or 
know of someone who is - I can help.

PACESETTER STEEL REALTORS

• •

• •

Serving NASCC since 1967…
800-621-6980

HOMES FOR SALE
Visit www.grouponecc.com

 (search all properties)

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Some offering military discounts
4506 Moonlake Ridge  3/2/2Ê ............ $1300
5165 Middlecoff #8  1/1.5/2Ê ............... $875
124 Fulton (Portland) 3/2/2Ê ..............$1150
4833 French  3/2/2Ê ............................ $950
6529 Bobcat  3/2/2Ê .......................... $1400
2534 Dewberry  3/2/2Ê...................... $1600
6614 Belvoir  3/3/2Ê .......................... $1800
6110-C Wilderock  2/2Ê.......................... $750
2414-B Capitan  2/1.5Ê .......................... $750

f
o
r

l
e
a
s
e

Being relocated? For excellent service,  
let us put you in touch with one of our 

 “Leading Real Estate Companies of the World”  
in your new location.

pool

Plan for a secure future with
Life Insurance

David Knapp   |  361-765-4646

AFN40976bw   |   Underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, 
Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE, 68175-0001

Time Flies.  Plan accordingly.

Plan for a secure future with
Life Insurance

David Knapp   |  361-765-4646

AFN40976bw   |   Underwritten by United of Omaha Life Insurance Company, 
Mutual of Omaha Plaza, Omaha, NE, 68175-0001

Time Flies.  Plan accordingly.

“TLC” = Tree, Lights and Candle - Safety
from NASCC Fire & Emergency Services

The holidays are upon us, as is the 
seasonal statistical increase in devastating 
home  res. 

A new acronym, “TLC,” has been 
developed in a partnership between the 
Underwriters Laboratories (UL), one of the 
world’s leading product safety organizations, 
and the National Fire Protection Authority, 
an authority on  re and life safety to help 
families prevent unnecessary  re and safety 
hazards.

John Morris, NASCC Fire Chief, said the 
new guideline provides information critical to 
ensure that you and your family have a safe 
and joyful holiday season. 

“TLC” stands for Tree, Light and Candle 
safety.

“T” is for Tree
When out tting a home with a Christmas 

tree, families must be mindful of unintended 
dangers.

 “While Christmas tree  res are rare, they 
can be deadly,” said Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s 
vice president of communications. 

“ N F PA r e p o r t s  s h o w  t h a t  o n 
average, a person died in one of every 15 
reported Christmas tree  res. 

As with most fires, following a few 
simple safety guidelines can prevent these 
 res from happening in the  rst place.”

When you bring your Christmas tree 
home, cut one or two inches off the 
bottom and place the tree in water as 
soon as possible. 
Remember to keep your tree base  lled 
with water at all times. Left un-watered 
over time, a tree’s needles can dry out 
and catch  re more easily. 
Keep your tree a safe distance (at least 
three feet) from  replaces, radiators, 
space heaters, heating vents and other 
sources of heat. 
Make sure the tree is not blocking an 
exit. 

•

•

•

•

“L” is for Lights
Families are encouraged to routinely 

examine decorations, whether new or old. 
Holiday lights, extension cords and other 

electrical items may pose potential safety 
hazards, especially if they are counterfeit or 
do not legitimately bear a recognized safety 
certi cation mark, such as the UL Mark (the 
letters “UL” inside a circle). 

An accredited safety certi cation mark 
is a great way to make sure your decorative 
item has been tested to UL requirements that 
help avoid foreseeable safety risks.

Carefully inspect each electrical 
decoration before plugging it in. 
Cracked sockets, and frayed, bare or 
loose wires, can cause a serious electric 
shock or start a  re. 
Replace damaged items with new, UL-
LISTED decorations. 
Be sure to use light strings that bear the 
UL Mark – the UL Mark on a product 
means that UL has tested samples of the 
product for risk of  re, electric shock 
and other hazards. 
Do not connect more than three midget 
light string sets together. Light strings 
with screw-in bulbs should have a 
maximum of 50 bulbs connected 
together. 
Turn off all electrical light strings and 
decorations in your home before leaving 
home or going to bed. 

•

•

•

•

•

“C” is for Candle
Candles in particular are responsible for 

71 percent of December home  res that begin 
as a result of improper decorating practices. 

“While candles present the most 
significant fire hazard during the holiday 
months, all decorations should be inspected 
for safety,” said John Drengenberg UL’s 
manager of consumer affairs. 

“By keeping safety top of mind, you and 
your loved ones can enjoy a safer holiday 
season.”

Never leave a room where candles are 
lit. Always blow them out! 
Never place decorations near an open 
 ame. 
Keep candles away from decorations, 
curtains, bedding, paper, furniture and 
other combustible materials. 
Keep candles out of the reach and path 
of children and pets to avoid the risk of 
having them accidentally tipped over. 

More Helpful Links:

Christmas Tree Fire
www. re.nist.gov/tree_ re.htm

Candle Safety
www.nfpa.org/categoryList.asp?categ

oryID=638&URL=Research%20&%20Re
ports/Fact%20sheets/Candles

•

•

•

•
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Fountains
Crushed Granite
Patio Stone

Chem-Coat Sealers
Lumite Weed Barrier RECEIVE an additional

5% OFF any Stone Purchase
when you bring a Toy in its original 
wrapping valued at $5 or more.

5627 Holly Road, Corpus Christi, TX  78412   
(361) 985-0703 - Closed on Sunday  

www.nuecesstonequarry.com

Flagstone
Boulders
River Rock
Pancake Rock
Slab Limestone
Xeriscape Rock

Friendly and inviting outdoor showroom

Buy 
the Pallet 

or Buy 
the Piece

Two of Naval Air Station Corpus Christi’s Petty Of cers reenlisted recently 
before leaving for new assignments. (left) NASCC CO Capt. Randy Peirson 
reenlisted AO1 Richard Steinborn Nov. 30 prior to Steinborn leaving for his new 

job, training Navy recruits at Naval Station Great Lakes. (Photo by Bob Torres) 
(right) Chief Warrant Of cer James Porter reenlisted EN2 William Akers on 
Dec. 3. Akers leaves to return to sea duty. (Photo by Rod Hafemeister)

Reenlistments for AO1 Richard Steinborn and EN2 William Akers CONOMAG’s LS2 Taylor re-ups

Lt. j.g. Ronald Thompson administered the oath of enlistment to LS2 Ralph 
Taylor on Dec. 7. Taylor reenlisted for three years. Photo by LS2 Veronica Valdez

NORFOLK•VIRGINIA BEACH*CHESAPEAKE*PORTSMOUTH

Carlos A Cardo-USMC (RET)
Associate Broker RE/MAX Alliance
REALTOR¨  CRS, GRI, ABR,
CSP, SRES, CNHS, RCC, e-PRO
Direct Tel: 757-971-3574
Toll Free: 866-971-3574
mailto:carlos@CarlosCardo.com
Visit http://www.CarlosCardo.com

Moving to Hampton Roads, VA?
Let Carlos Cardo, REALTOR¨  be your 
Military Relocation Specialist!

Covering Norfolk, Virginia Beach,
Chesapeake and Portsmouth

This is a historic time to buy!
With home prices at the bottom,
interest rates at historic lows and  
$8,000 for first time homebuyers!

A little about meÉ
After almost 22 years in the Marine Corps and 13 moves,  
I understand the challenges involved in a PCS move!
Call me and let me know what your real estate needs are so that I 
can start working for you now. As a buyer’s agent, I represent and 
look out for your best interest even though I get paid by the Seller!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Nina Hernandez-Galvan
Texas Real Estate Broker

Owner
Plaza Realty - Corpus Christi   www.homesalesbynina.com

 VA/Relocation Specialist  
Local Market Expertise

	 Buy	•	Sell	•	Lease
Over 3000+ up-to-date listings

(361) 774-9636 direct

2010 Tax Credit up to $8000 for First-Time & Existing Homeowners
Call now for more information

 
 
 

DISCOUNT WITH MILITARY I.D. 

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., SuIte A-101 • CORPuS ChRIStI  
(361) 937-5513  •  toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed	by	the	Supreme	Court	of	Texas
Former	President	of	the	Corpus	Christi	Family Law Association	(1999-2000)

Ò Former U.S. Navy LawyerÓ

Selected	as	a	Texas	“Super	Lawyer”	in	November	2003,	October	2004,	and	October	2005	issues	of	Texas Monthly

William a. Thau iii, P.C.

Charles C. smith
Attorney	at	Law

Former	Judge	Advocate	US	Navy

•	 Personal	Injury
•	 Car	Accidents
•	 Divorce
•	 Bankruptcy	7	-	13
•	 Child	Custody
•	 Merit	System	Protection	Board
•	 Sexual	Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

APPEARANCES
Have your picture taken with DORA the 
Explorer and Boots  
brought to you by Time Warner Cable
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Spurs Camaro 
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Supporting the Spurs Foundation
Spurs Coyote and Spurs Silver Dancers 
Saturday 

Photos and Autographs
3 Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders
Sunday  12:00 Noon - 2:00 pm

Alamo Hot  
Rod Parts

Summit Racing  
Equipment

Time Warner

SPONSORS
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VT-31 wins 2009 Captain’s Cup, ending CCAD’s  ve-year reign

The ‘Wise Owls’ of VT-31 edged out the athletes of Corpus Christi Army Depot to win the 2009 Captain’s Cup. Naval 
Air Station Corpus Christi Commanding Of cer Capt. Randy Pierson on Dec. 11 praised the men and women of VT-31 
for returning the trophy to the Navy after CCAD had won it  ve consecutive years. Above, front row, l. to r., Pierson, 
VT-31 athletic representatives Capt. Dave Pfeiffer, USAF and Capt. Jason McAffee, USAF, and VT-31 outgoing CO 
Cmdr. Dennis Crews with the trophy in front of the squadron. The Captain’s Cup sports program is intended to promote 
physical  tness provide wholesome recreation for the Units aboard NAS-CC. Points are accumulated during the season 
based on the results of each sport. The traveling Captain’s Cup trophy is presented to the unit with the most points at 
the end of the year.

2009 Captain’s Cup Final Results

Place       Unit  Total Points
1st VT-31             450
2nd CC Army Depot          425
3rd VT-27        325
4th Naval Health Clinic    200
5th VT-28                  120

Photo by Rod Hafemeister

Master Chief Childers re-ups

MNCM(SW) Randy Childers (right) was reenlisted for  ve more years on Nov. 
30 by Cmdr. J. B. Vliet, Commander Mobile Mine Assembly Group.

Photo by YN2 (SW) Karl Heitschmidt

  705 Moore Ave • Portland, TX 78374
  (W) 361-643-4284  •  (f) 866-714-0219 Order on line@ www.3rdcoastcreations.com

Pens
Cups

Military
CapsMilitary

Patches

Military
Flags

Name
Tapes

Military
Uniforms

Calendars

Holiday gifts, 
towels, bags, 

stockings, and 
much more!!

COUPON $10 off your next 
order of $50 or more!

Uniforms for your Department, 
Squadron or Sports Team

Custom Embroidery • Silk Screening
Alterations • Promotional Products

Your guide to great ideas for under the tree and over the mantel!

EXP: 12-31-09

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

Recommended Service

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

CLASSIFIED
vEhICLES For SALE

FOR SALE:  2008 Nissan Altima Coupe, 
15,500 miles, Super Sporty, Keyless Entry, 
Charcoal Grey, Factory Warranty, $16,500 
Must sell due to growing family. Call (361) 
443-7402 or 361-992-1712.

FOR SALE:  08 Trail-Lite Travel Trailer, 21 Ft, 
like new. Pull with SUV or 1/2 ton truck. Has 
TV/Stereo/DVD, queen bed, showerw/tub, 
awning, $10,800, info 361-387-6161.

For Sale - Ocean Kayak, Malibu Two, 12 ft, 
seats 2, $350.00, includes 3 paddles, back 
braces and  life jackets.  361 946-2844. 

For Sale: $7000 Jetta 2003, VW, 88900 miles, 
black, four door, automatic (915)356-9098. 

FOR SALE: 1990 MasterCraft Tristar 190 ski 
boat, 19’6” long, Ford 351 Windsor engine, 
850 hours, White/Teal. Wake post, Bimini 
Top, M/C trailer. $6,000. Jay: (229) 269-6027.

FOR SALE:  1999 Chrysler Sebring Convert-
ible.  Only 70M miles.  Good condition, leather, 
cold A/C.  “Have Fun in the Sun.”  $4,500. 
OBO 779-8288.

For Sale. Large octagon hot tub shell. Perfect 
for an in-ground fishpond. $100 and it's yours. 
814-0855 or 815-0496.

For Sale. Black shinny LCD TV table, black 
glass, concealed wires. Tv can hang or sit on 
the table HDMI and sound cables included. 
$100 call 290-5181.

For Sale; 19 cu. foot whirlpool fridge w/ in-
ternal water and ice maker in great condition 
asking 300.00. Contact Mike @ 512.468.3003.

FOR SALE:  NFL Jerseys, LV handbag  - call 
442-0592.

hELP NEEDED
Looking for a Nanny for my 3 year 
o ld son and 2 school  age chi ldren  
(8,15 ) while I recover from major surgery.  
Monday - Friday 8-4, starting in January for 
3-4 months. We live on NAS Corpus Christi. 
If interested, please call 877-7761 for all the 
details. Thanks!!

Local Tejano band looking for an experienced 
soundman. Julian Ortiz at 361-229-3811 or 
Manuel Ortiz at 361-229-2126 for further 
information.

ItEmS For SALE
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December 7 – Pearl Harbor Day at Sherrill Park

NASCC CO Capt. Randy Pierson, Corpus Christi Mayor Joe Adame and other veterans with four area veterans who 
survivied the attack on Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 1941, in a  ceremony at Sherrill Park.

Last year there were seven. This year 
there were four Pearl Harbor survivors at the 
Dec. 7 Memorial Service at Sherrill Park.

Three stood out easily in their light blue 
windbreakers with their names and “Pearl 
Harbor Survivor” embroidered on the front. 
The fourth was an Army veteran who had also 
survived the attack.

The Veteran’s Band, some in new black 
uniforms, played martial and patriotic music 
throughout the ceremony, as Emcee Juan 
Saenz introduced the day’s speakers. Each 
of the service  ags and the POW  ag were 
presented, a dialogue of what each service 
meant, and then they were “posted” and 
displayed for the event. 

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi 
Chaplain, Lt. j.g. Rob Fasnacht, said an 
Invocation prayer and then all stood for the 
National Anthem. 

“My warmest welcome to the Pearl 
Harbor survivors from all services, US 
Navy, US Marine Corps, and US Army, if it 
was not for you we wouldn’t enjoy the lives 
we live today,” intoned Navy Capt. Randy 
Pierson, commanding of cer of Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi, the guest speaker.
“What a beautiful day to honor those that 
served so bravely during such a critical time 
in our Nation’s history,”

Other World War II veterans, Mayor Joe 
Adame, Councilwoman Betty Jean Longoria, 
family and friends joined in the overcast, 
drizzly day to honor our heroes.

Story and photo by Bob Torres

Something added to this year’s program 
was Navy Veteran Bobby Broderick, Base 
Commander of “Sea Turtle Base” U.S. 
Submarine Veterans, who strode forward and 
spoke of World War II submarine actions. 
After he described how a claxon would 
sound and the words, “DIVE! DIVE! DIVE!” 
invoked actions by the submarine crew, 
another veteran read the names of  some of 
the submarines that were lost, the number 
of crewmembers aboard, and a bell rang 
after each submarine name. More than 60 
submarines and their crew were lost during 

that war. 
Ram Chavez, Veteran’s Band Director, 

sang “God Bless America” as Band members 
marched on a large “Holiday Flag” in front 
of the  ag pole that already had the National 
Ensign and the POW  ag raised earlier in the 
ceremony. Then the Pearl Harbor Survivors 
were escorted to the front as the audience 
stood and rendered honors. 

Some of the Survivors had taken halting 
steps as they got up from their chairs and 
moved in front of the  ag. Yet after the music 
ended and they made their way back to their 

seats, there was a spring in their step as maybe 
they remembered what it was to be young.

The congregation stood as veterans  red 
a 21-gun salute and “Taps” was played. 

Men who once stood straight and tall  
now stood as straight as they could, as tall 
as they could, as the ravages of time have 
brought them on this misty, grey morning. 
Their bodies now bend to weathering of time, 
but their pride is still evident in the hard, 
straight look in their eyes. 

We’re honored to still have them with us 
– 68 years later.

YN2 Heitschmidt re-ups

YN2(SW) Karl Heitschmidt (right) was reenlisted for four more years on Nov. 
18 by CDR J. B. Vliet, Commander Mobile Mine Assembly Group.

Photo by AG2(AW) Steven Hatchett

Crosswinds defines innovation, efficiency, luxury and service. You’ll love the im-
pressive amenity package and convenient location. Choose a uniquely-styled 1,2 
or 3 bedroom apartment. Guaranteed to feel just like home the moment you arrive.

•	 1,	2	&	3	Bedroom	Apartments
•	 Walk-in	Closets
•	 Ceiling	Fans
•	 Decorative	Mini-Blinds
•	 Designer	Kitchens
•	 Refrigerator	w/Ice	Maker
•	 Full-Size	Washer/Dryer	Connection
•	 Laundry	Facility

•	 Covered	Parking	Available
•	 Bay	Windows
•	 Patios	(In selected units)
•	 Swimming	and	Lounging	Pool
•	 Resident	Referral	Program
•	 Fitness	Center
•	 Storage	Units	Available
•	 Controlled	Access	Gates

6617	Weber	•	Corpus	Christi,	Texas	78413
(361) 852-1600

$250 Off First Month’s Rent on Two Bedroom Apt!

Military Discounts

1 Bedroom $575
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath $699

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths $779
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths $879

(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd.  
& Airport Rd.

Earn your Class A CDL in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7 am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  
courses available

3Tuition reimbursement 
from sponsored companies

3Military tuition assistance available
3Government Grants 

3Job placement assistance

Del Mar College Transportation  
Training Services

Call NOW 
To Register

(361)  
698-2707

www.delmar.edu/trucking

military.dcccd.edu
1-888-468-4268

Earn your degree
ONLINE
while you serve.

•  Business Administration 

•  Business Office Systems and Support:
    Executive Assistant 

•  Child Development 

•  Computer Information Technology :
    e Server Specialist & Applications Developer 

•  Computer Information Technology: 
    Personal Computer Support  

•  Criminal Justice

•  Logistics Technology

•  Management

•  Office Technology: Executive Assistant

DEGREE PROGRAMS:

ONLINE
CAMPUS

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

4.875x5_DCCCD_Military09.pdf   6/30/09   10:34:25 PM

Certificate in Ministry Training 
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Master of Divinity

You will find our class schedule on our  
Web Site at www.stscs.org

Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,  
just past TAMU-CC,  or call us at 991-9403

The South Texas SCHOOL of 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association with 
Howard Payne University and Logsdon School of Theology at 
Hardin-Simmons University. If you are interested in a Christian 
Studies education from a fully accredited SACS and ATS institution 
here in Corpus Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably 
reasonable, our professors are eminently qualified, and our location 
is convenient. Many of our classes are taught in the evening,  
typically one night a week.

CLASSIFIED
homES - SALE or LEASE

For RENT:  Waterfront, 2Bdr., 2Ba., 2 decks. 
Furnished condo on Island. Pool. $1,500 per 
month. Perfect for 2 pilots or other roommate 
situations.  Free Cable, Water and electric (up 
to $200).  512-633-4915 or 512-913-2403. 

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT:  6702 Everhart, 
2/1.5/2, covered patio,  all bills paid except 
electricity, NEW floors, 1,000 sq. ft., $825 per 
month.   774-8888
 
HOME FOR RENT:  Everhart/Woodridge.  
Exceptional interior, NEW Kitchen Tile Floors.  
3/2/2  1,700 sq. ft.   $1,395 per month.  RE-
MAX, Deb Walter 813-8398.

Lease where your NASCC buddies do - 
Beach Club Condos - one bedroom, Gulf view, 
available Dec 1. Walk to Whitecap Beach, 
cable, pool, new fitness center, 6 mo lease. 
No: pets/smoking.  W/D, $750 + elec/water.   
Call owner: 305-393-0312.

FOR RENT:  Small 1 bedroom Condo on North 
Beach - $650 per month plus electric (water 
and cable FREE).  Perfect for single or couple.  
361-853-2475, 361-883-2966, 361-813-7338.

24/7  Wingspan on line at 
www.cnic.navy.mil/corpuschristi

Scroll down to the Wingspan Logo

TO place a  
classified ad in  

Wingspan…go to

NO phone calls please for classified ads

www.djyoungpublishing.com

place a free or paid classified ad  
in the next edition of Wingspan!

Classified continued on page 22

LEASE 2 OWN In Flour Bluff
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2 Car Garage
No Bank Qual.  $1,350 Mo.
(361) 695-8999
 
……..Help! We need to Buy Homes.
Need 2 Sell a Home? Call (361) 232-4656
Same Day Offer.........
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CLASSIFIED
Achievement Medals for Naval Air Station Corpus Christi Sailors

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi awarded Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 
medals to  ve Sailors during an awards ceremony Dec. 1. Pictured left to right 

are AO2 Christopher Polson, AO2 Victoria Brown, AO1 Richard Steinborn, BU1 
Marcos Arreola and EM2 Spencer Walker. Photo by Rod Hafemeister

B u d g e t  f o r 
Baby class helps 
parents-to-be
Story and photo by Rod Hafemeister

Heather Callaway displays boy and 
girl “Baby’s First Seabag” given those 
taking the Budget for Baby class.

The next Budget for Baby class will be 
held Jan. 20 from 10 a.m. - noon at the 
NASCC Protestant Fellowship Hall. 
Call NMCRS at 961-3482 or DSN 861-
3482 to sign-up.  RSVP by Jan. 15.

Expecting parents, whether  rst-timers or 
old hands, can get a jump start on the expenses 
of having a baby in the upcoming Budget for 
Baby class.

Sponsored by the Navy-Marine Corps 
Relief Society, the class focuses on planning 
and managing the expense of adding a family 
member.

“What we’re trying to teach is basic 
budget techniques and show them the cost of 
having a child,” said Heather Callaway, a CPA 
and Navy wife who is a volunteer instructor 
– and is herself expecting a baby in April.

“A lot of them just  y by the seat of 
their pants, and we’re trying to stop that. It’s 
amazing how many people don’t realize how 
much you can save using coupons, menus 
and such.”

NMCRS is trying to hold a class every 
quarter. The next class at Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi is Jan. 20. A class also is 
planned in February for NAS Kingsville, with 
the date still to be determined.

Although it is better if both parents can 
attend, instructors realize that’s not always 
possible, so even if only one can attend, sign 
up, Callaway said.

Besides instruction, each set of parents 
gets a “Baby’s First Seabag” that includes a 
layette valued at $100 and a handmade baby 
blanket.

“That’s the Number One thing they love 
about the class, the Baby Seabag,” Callaway 
said.

Cleaning for a Reason - For any woman 
currently undergoing Chemo, please pass the 
word to her there is a cleaning service that 
provides FREE housecleaning - 1 time per 
month for 4 months while in treatment.  Sign 
up and have the doctor fax a note confirm-
ing the treatment. Cleaning for a Reason will 
have a participating maid service in her zip 
code arrange for the service. 
www.cleaningforareason.org/index.html

SErvICES

Classified continued from page 21

MOVING? Need to sell your home?   
I will buy your house for CASH, FAST, no 
closing costs,  no commissions!  Being 
Military myself I understand your circum-
stances and will help you make the most 
of your move. Call Sam 517-414-0236. 

CONCEALED HANDGUN TRAINING
Teaching CHL since 1996. We do it all! 
Even better! Fingerprints, Professional 
Photos, Notary. Check out our website for 
current SPECIAL www.corpuschristiCHL.
com Gary Nycum, Certified CHL Instructor  
361-852-6908.

* Professional Music Instruction
* Children and Adults of all ages
* University Trained Instructors
* Guitar - Bass - Drums - Piano
* FREE Lesson with enrollment

* Gift  Certificates  Available
 Located in Sunrise Mall, 

Ste. 37C  •  (361) 993-3428
  www.MusiciansAcademy.com

The Orange Guy
CITRUS SOLUTION 

Carpet Cleaning
Cleans Better, Dries Faster, Stays 
Cleaner Longer and Smells Great!

$40 per room with a free Quart 
bottle with each cleaning.

Call us TODAY at 361-737-3069 to 
make your appointment. 

www.OrangeGuy.info

PCIM0055211.indd   1 12/11/09   11:18 AM

$200 to $500 Discounts on Most Insurance Claims
DISCOUNT OFF YOUR DEDUCTIBLE

FREE ESTIMATES  •  FREE TOWING (with repairs)

Gardner
COLLISION REPAIR SERVICE

CALL US FIRST!
Se Habla Espańol

3717 WOW Road • Corpus Christi, TX 78413
Phone: (361) 852-0100  Fax: (361) 852-0183

 email: gardnerautomotive@yahoo.com
www.gardnerautomotive.com

Hours: Monday-Friday: 7 am to 5:30 pm
Saturday: 7 am to 12 pm

YOUR EVENT HERE - FREE
Churches, Schools and Non-profit organiza-
tions, submit your next event (at least 3 weeks 
in advance) 50 words or less. We will share 
the information (based on space availability) 
with our readers by including in What’s Hap-
pening. email to publisher@coffeenewscor-
puschristi.com. Please use discretion. Event 
information should be suitable for child(ren)’s 
viewing.
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE 
Base Catholic Chapel   
Sunday Mass  - 9:00 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.) 
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

Wingspan
NAS Corpus Christi

“Exceeding Expectations Through 
Pride In Performance”

Commanding Officer
Capt. R.F. Pierson
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Robert D. Torres

Robert.Torres1@navy.mil
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Rod Hafemeister

rodney.hafemeister@navy.mil
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Skipper's Column

Chaplain's Message

Editor's Corner

by Lt. j.g. Rob Fasnacht, Chaplain

by Capt. Randy Pierson

Pierson

by Rod Hafemeister

Hafemeister

Fasnacht

Holiday Thanks

Four virtues

Christmas ghosts

As we step 
into the holiday 
season, I would 
l ike  to  beg in 
with offering my 
sincere thanks 
for the successes 
we have shared 
a c r o s s  t h e 
installation. 

U p o n  m y 
r e p o r t i n g  t o 
NASCC in July 
2 0 0 8 ,  i t  w a s 
i m m e d i a t e l y 
clear to me that I 

had come to a Naval Air Station that needed 
a lot of attention and support. 

And in just a few hours, I recognized that 
the people who live and work aboard NASCC 
were going to support me in that effort every 
inch of the way.

Day in and day out, it remains clear to 
me that the many successes we share are only 
because of our people; our relationships, our 
shared goals and our combined passion for 
what we do.

As I look in the rear-view mirror, I see the 
challenges we faced regarding infrastructure, 
base improvements, contracting and ef cient 
mission accomplishment. 

It has not been an easy haul, but I would 
de nitely suggest it has been successful. 

In countless examples of success – surge 
operations with TRAWING 4,  ight-line QOL 
and mission upgrades, road repairs, utility 

improvements, the new gate, the new military 
working dog facility, the new aviation trainer 
building and dozens of construction projects 
– we have succeeded. 

With each step of improvements, I see 
the effects in your appreciation.

With improved quality of life, I see 
higher morale and additional ease of mission 
accomplishment by the tenant commands.

My point in this article is simple: It is to 
give thanks to you, the men and women of 
NASCC and all our tenant units, this holiday 
season. With so many families sacri cing 
for our mission, for our passion, it becomes 
abundantly clear to me: Through you, I have 
so much to be thankful for.

Have a Safe and Happy Holiday 
Season!

Advent season is upon us. There are 
advent wreaths and chains and calendars, all 
of which help us look forward to Christmas 
morning.

An Advent wreath encompasses four 
candles along its ring, plus a center candle, 
the Jesus candle. 

In some traditions, the four candles 
represent hope, peace, joy, and love.

Each one of these four virtues is a gift 
that we can give someone else this holiday 
season.

Hope is the gift of knowing that something 
better is coming. 

As a Christian, my hope is in heaven. 
No matter how bad things get on this earth, I 
know that I have a mansion in heaven situated 
by streets of gold. I have hope in a whole new 
life to come. 

This hope gives me the freedom to live 
without the bondage of fear.

Peace is a gift that we can give to 
others. 

This holiday season, instead of a material 
gift, maybe you need to give someone the gift 
of forgiveness and to bring peace into a rocky 
relationship.

Joy is more than a giddy gift, it is the 
gift of  nding that silver lining in the dark 
storm clouds. 

Joy is the ability to be able to overcome 
your obstacles with a positive outlook. 

Yes, joyful people tend to have a cheerful 
disposition, but joy is about being happy and 
content from the heart, even when life hands 
out gloom.

And love. Love is the most amazing gift 
of all to give to someone. 

May we all give this gift of love in our 
presence – and presents.

To quote St. Paul, “Love is patient, love 
is kind. 

“It does not 
envy, it does not 
boast, it is not 
proud. It is not 
rude, it is not self-
seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it 
keeps no record 
of wrongs. 

“Love does 
not delight in evil 
but rejoices with 
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. 

“Love never fails.”
It is my Christmas wish for us all is that 

we love others with that kind of love. 
May we not keep records of who’s got 

the biggest presents, but may we live a life 
of love that always protects, trusts, hopes, 
and perseveres.

A m i d  a l l 
the hustle, bustle 
and  s t r e s s  o f 
ge t t i ng  r eady 
for Christmas, 
I  s o m e t i m e s 
slow down and 
remember some 
past Christmases.

T h i s  y e a r 
will be my 59th 
Christmas, and 
some of  them 
are a lot more 

memorable than others. 
I still have a clear picture of me at 2 or 

3 years old riding my new rocking horse, 
Christmas bow still on its “mane,” while 
watching a cowboy show on the old round-
screen black & white television.

Most of my Christmas memories are 
ghost images, but some are rather substantial 

ghosts. Probably the strongest memory from 
growing up was the year-after-year scramble 
to get the Christmas tree up the last few days 
before Christmas.

My Dad’s best friend ran a tree nursery, 
and sold both live trees you could pick out 
and have cut and  ocked trees – trees sprayed 
with an arti cial snow.

Dad did a lot of the  ocking in a special 
spray booth they built and always got  rst 
choice of a tree for us.

And year-after-year, some customer 
wanted that tree and offered too much money 
to turn down. 

So we had a series of Christmas trees 
that began life looking like Charlie Brown’s 
spindly one, made whole by strategically 
drilling and plugging branches into the trunk 
and covering the repairs by  ocking it.

But the truly different Christmas ghosts 
came after I grew up and left home.

The  rst was while I was in college; had 

to be about 1971. Michigan State University 
was on a quarter system, with the holidays 
falling between fall and winter quarters, 
leaving the campus largely empty. But a 
number of out-of-state students remained.

I was recently married and we weren’t 
going home because my wife had to work. We 
put together a Christmas meal of turkey and 
 xings and took it to my old dormitory.

Someone got plates and silverware from 
the closed cafeteria, someone else got some 
beverages, people brought down are packages 
of cookies and snacks from home – and about 
15 of us had a great Christmas dinner. 

In  1976,  I  was  working  on  an 
Army division staff in Germany. I was 
unaccompanied, my best buddy was stateside, 
the bosses I’d been close to had moved on and 
I was scheduled to PCS in January – so rather 
than sit alone in my squalid little apartment, I 
volunteered for Christmas Day staff duty NCO.

Ghosts continued on page 11

~~~~~~~~~~~~ SeaBreeze
NEWSLETTER OF THE CORPUS CHRISTI COUNCIL, NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES              December 2009 ISSUE

USCGC MANATEE (WPB 87363)  / USCGC BRANT (WPB 87348)

USS GEORGE HERBERT WALKER BUSH  (CVN 77)

Navy League of the United States - Corpus Christi Council
VISIT US - www.CorpusNavyLeague.org

USS CITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI  (SSN 705)

Newest Member or Renewal

 CALL 361-814-NAVY (6289) or Visit-
 www.CorpusNavyLeague.org/

CommunityAffiliates.htm

Our NLUS
COMMUNITY
AFFILIATES

This card is not needed by Military Dependants/
Retirees who already have an issued Military ID Card.

RULES FOR MWR ACCESS

NLUS members may apply for a MWR
Access Card with picture. The expiration
date will be equal to the expiration of their
Navy League Card/ not longer than 3 years.
To simplify the process, NLUS members
may email   1) NAME - 2) Date of Birth
3)Driver’s License Card Number / State to
CorpusNavyLeague@aol.com. This will
be forwarded to Base Security and back
to you with your NLUS Member Number.
After 3 days - check at Pass and Tag /
Flour Bluff Gate - to see if your card has
been approved.  Be prepared to show
your Drivers License, current proof of
insurance, and registration.

  JOIN US 

FOR MORE INFORMATION -
Council Activities & Membership  -

Visit us at
www.CorpusNavyLeague.org

or Call
Suzy at 361-814-NAVY (6289)

In Supporting our Sea Services

Navy League Memberships
Active Duty Spouse  -  $30
1 year - individual  -    $50
2yr - $ 90    /   3yr   -  $125
Husband / Wife     -     $85
Life Member     -        $500
Husband/Wife Life   -  $750
Community Affiliate  -  $400

(4 memberships + 1 year advertising)

  Corpus Christi Council
Established -1947

“The objective and purpose of the
   Navy League is simple - to educate

& motivate the American people with
regard to the role of sea power .....”

CITIZENS IN SUPPORT OF THE SEA SERVICES
(NAVY~ MARINES CORPS ~ COAST GUARD ~ MERCHANT MARINE)

IMPORTANT MWR NUMBERS

Corpus Christi Bay Club 961-2541

Gulf Winds Golf Course 961-3250

Fitness Center 961-3164

Bayside Pool 961-3260

Marina/RV Park 961-1293

Pizza Sub Pub 961-2249

Bowling Lanes 961-3805

JOIN US FOR SUPPORT OF
YOUR MARITIME SERVICES

Longevity & Wellness
Center of South Texas
L-3 Vertex Aerospace

LLC

Ben’s Fleet Service

THANKS FOR ALL YOURTHANKS FOR ALL YOURTHANKS FOR ALL YOURTHANKS FOR ALL YOURTHANKS FOR ALL YOUR
NAVY LEAGUE SUPPORTNAVY LEAGUE SUPPORTNAVY LEAGUE SUPPORTNAVY LEAGUE SUPPORTNAVY LEAGUE SUPPORT

We have done GREAT ThingsWe have done GREAT ThingsWe have done GREAT ThingsWe have done GREAT ThingsWe have done GREAT Things
Together for our Maritime Personnel & YouthTogether for our Maritime Personnel & YouthTogether for our Maritime Personnel & YouthTogether for our Maritime Personnel & YouthTogether for our Maritime Personnel & Youth

Over $12,000 donated this year.Over $12,000 donated this year.Over $12,000 donated this year.Over $12,000 donated this year.Over $12,000 donated this year.

Military Events / MWR ActivitiesMilitary Events / MWR ActivitiesMilitary Events / MWR ActivitiesMilitary Events / MWR ActivitiesMilitary Events / MWR Activities
$ 8 0 0 0$ 8 0 0 0$ 8 0 0 0$ 8 0 0 0$ 8 0 0 0

Youth Programs - NJROTC/Sea CadetsYouth Programs - NJROTC/Sea CadetsYouth Programs - NJROTC/Sea CadetsYouth Programs - NJROTC/Sea CadetsYouth Programs - NJROTC/Sea Cadets
$4250 - Scholarships and Awards$4250 - Scholarships and Awards$4250 - Scholarships and Awards$4250 - Scholarships and Awards$4250 - Scholarships and Awards

AND THE YEAR’S NOT OVER!!!!AND THE YEAR’S NOT OVER!!!!AND THE YEAR’S NOT OVER!!!!AND THE YEAR’S NOT OVER!!!!AND THE YEAR’S NOT OVER!!!!

MERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMAS -  -  -  -  - HAPPY HANUKKAHHAPPY HANUKKAHHAPPY HANUKKAHHAPPY HANUKKAHHAPPY HANUKKAH
& A SAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION& A SAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION& A SAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION& A SAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION& A SAFE NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATION

Keena & Company

Navy Federal Credit Union

Harbor Ferry Charters

Navy Army Federal
Credit Union

William W. Stubbs III - PC

South Texas Filter
& Supply Company

Kleberg Bank

D.J. Young Publishing

Charles Robertson, DDS

RE/MAX
Coastal Bend Properties

Corpus Christi Convention
& Visitor’s Bureau

Port of Corpus Christ
Authority  (POCCA)

Corpus Christi
Chamber of Commerce



December 17, 2009  Wingspan          Wingspan December 17, 2009    24
C
M
Y
K

Vol. 15, No. 26 Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas December 17, 2009

HM-15 launches  nal  ight from NAS Corpus Christi
Last MH-53 departs for Blackhawks’ new home in Norfolk

Story and photos by Rod Hafemeister
A cold drizzle fell on the small 

group of Sailors who turned out 
Dec. 7 to witness the end of an era 
– and, for most, a new assignment.

The remaining members of 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures 
Squadron 15 (HM-15) held up cell 
phone, digital and video cameras 
to record the departure of the last 
squadron MH-53 Sea Dragon to 
depart Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi for HM-15’s new home in 
Norfolk, Va.

The lift-off of “Hurricane 17” 
from the sea wall airstrip ended 
13 years of mine countermeasure 
helicopter operations in South 
Texas.

“HM-15 moved to NASCC in 
1996 from Alameda, Calif.,” said 
Senior Chief Jeremy Sturgeon, Lead 
Chief for the NASCC detachment. 
“Now, it’s moved to Norfolk. 

“Our mission has not changed 
at all. The only thing that has 
changed is our homeport.”

HM-15’s mission is to maintain 
a world-wide, 72-hour airborne 
mine countermeasures (AMCM) 
rapid deployment posture. 

It also maintains four MH-53s 
and 100 Sailors forward deployed 
in the Persian Gulf region on a 
rotational schedule.

The squadron has 14 MH-53 
Sea Dragons, the largest helicopter 
in Western military use.

Hurricane 17’s four-man crew 
– Lt. Cmdr. Ian Wolfe, Lt. Steve 
Mason, AWS2 Nicholas Reit and 
AWS3 Mark Covington – were 
scheduled to follow the Gulf Coast 
to Destin, Fla., where they would 
rest over night before continuing to 
Norfolk the next day.

That leaves 60 Sailors assigned 
to HM-15’s Corpus Christi detach-
ment, but only a dozen are slated to 
move to Norfolk.

“The other 48, including me, 
will be moving to new assignments,” 
Sturgeon said.

HM-15 continued on page 9

(above) AW3 Jonathan Lane 
does pre-flight checks on 
Hurricane 17, the last MH-53 
Sea Dragon to leave Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi for 
HM-15’s new home in Norfolk, 
Va. (left) Hurricane 17 departs 
in drizzle Dec. 7.

Happy
Holidays!

CCAD, area bikers dig deep for Marine’s Toys for Tots

The Marine Corps Reserve’s Toys for Tots got two major 
boosts in the  nal weeks of the campaign. On Dec. 8, Corpus 
Christi Army Depot delivered truckloads of toys collected by 
its workers: 1,779 toys plus 133 bicycles. (Above left by Bob 
Torres.) Two days earlier, about 1,500 bikers braved a cold, 
damp morning for the annual Toys for Tots Motorcycle Rally 
and delivered 386 toys and $1,368.50 in cash. (Above right by 

Rod Hafemeister). ‘I just want to thank the community and the 
base for coming together for such a great cause in supporting our 
mission towards Toys-for-Tots!’ said Marine 1st Sgt. Krishtian 
Nielson. ‘It has been slow and low this year; however, I greatly 
believe that we will accomplish this mission in providing a Merry 
Christmas to all of our friends in need who are going through 
rough times these days.’ 

VT-31 takes 2009 
Captain’s Cup
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Pearl Harbor Veterans 
Honored
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Santa Claus visits 
NASCC
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