16 January 31, 2008 Wingspan

< O

It’'s our small

way of sayin
thank you.

Sprint supports the men and
women of the Armed Forces.

U.S. Military Personnel
= save 153%

on monthly service plans with
waived activation fees™ and receive a

. %
free month of service
on your primary line.

*Up to $36 value.

*Requires new activation and 2-year subscriber agreement.

Offer ends 03-31-08

Nancy's Wireless

*Not available in all markets or retail locations. Offer not available on add-a-phone activations. Offer only available to Active members of the US Military,
Reservists, Refired Military and their dependents. Current US Military ID or dependent ID required at time of purchase. Also available for US Coast Guard and
National Guard individual-liable accounts. Government Employee Discount: Excludes plans subject to promotional pricing. Advertised Discount only available for
employees of Government agencies subject fo employee discount pricing with Sprint Family/friends must be invoiced on the sume account as eligible employee.
B - Waived acfivation fee and one month free credit required activation of primary plan by 03/31/08. Offer only for individual-iable lines with approved credit and
— . a 2-year agreement. Add-a-phone plans are subject to credit approval. Nextel National Network reaches over 274 million people. Sprint National Network reaches
over 262 million people. Coverage not available everywhere. Offer ends 04/12/08. Discount and service credit only apply to monthly charges; taxes and sur-
4 4 5 5 S P I D charges still apply. Up to $200 early termination fee applies to each line. May not be combinable with other offers. Not available for plans and services subject
e ulle 3 57"'0 1 0 0 to promotional pricing. © 2008. Sprint Nextel. All rights reserved. Sprint, the logo, and other trademarks are the trademarks of Sprint Nextel. MOTOROLA and

the Stylized M Logo are registered in the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

NAS CORPUSCHRISTLTE.

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas January 31, 2008

Al Qaeda weakened
driven into North Iraq
Page 3

MV-22 Osprey makes a
stop at NASCC
Page 8

NJROTC drills aboard

Coast Guard Air
Station Corpus Christi
Page 9

Fallen HM-15 Sailors honored during Memorial Service

by Bob Torres, Public Affairs Officer

A memorial service was held on Jan. 25
for three crewmembers of Helicopter Mine
Countermeasure Squadron-15 (HM-15) who
were killed when their MH-53E helicopter
crashed on Jan. 16 during a training mis-
sion.

The crew members included Lieuten-
ant Joshua Gross, 30, of Johnson City, N.Y.;
Aviation Warfare Systems Operator
Alexander LeMarr, 25, of Parker, Colo; and
Aviation Warfare Systems Operator David
Davison, of Guthrie, Okla. A fourth
crewmember was injured during the crash
and remains hospitalized.

The cause of the crash is under exami-
nation and officials will not release details
of the crash until the investigations are
complete. As of last week, roads to the site
were still closed to the public as investiga-
tion processes continue.

Editor’s Note: Our sincere condo-
lences go to the families of our Sailors
affected by this tragedy. We also know |g
their squadron family has lost shipmates *
and best friends, and the Corpus Christi |§ A
community has lost three of those who [RERERE
Jfought for their freedom. Our thoughts | 'F:E
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and prayers are with them during this e T R -y, s firy e ‘.\-i: \
time of grief. : Tabn R E PN b~ B D L,

of a magnesium fire were found

Remains of the MH-53E Sea Dragon after thigh intensty
between County Road 61 and Farm-to-Market Road 2444.

Contributed photos

Davison Gross LeMarr
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Skipper’s Column  Thebaseis looking good! ;
by Captggthy Coolidge ¢ DAse 18 TO0KING 899 Wlngspan

First of all, I want to pass on my condo-
lences to the families and friends of HM-15 for
their loss. Any death is regrettable, but one
es were taken and an-
other affected for the
rest of his life is a hor-
rible situation. My heart
goes out to everyone:
| the families, the squad-
| ron and our local com-
®| munity as we share in
the loss of three fine
Sailors.

It’s hard to believe
that tomorrow is already
February. The year is
flying by but there are already some significant
changes to see. One that I want to bring to your
attention, if you haven’t already noticed, is how
much better the base is looking! I thank
CMDCM Pat Flavin, Lt. Cmdr. Mike Ser (our

Public Works Officer) and his team for hammer-
ing out a new grounds maintenance contract
that ensures that our grass areas are cut when
needed so we don’t look like Serengeti grass-
land. The recent rains have helped add some
color to the grass and that helps a lot, too. Fi-
nally, on the appearance front, I want to thank
everyone for making an effort to pick up trash
around your buildings, recreation sites and
open areas.

Let me address the golf course. Not too
long ago, I was invited to play a round of golf
with the XO and Capt. Tim Watkins, CO of NS
Ingleside, and Cmdr. Bryce Gibb, his XO. I’ll be
the first to admit—and Tim, Bryce and Omar will
confirm — that I’'m not a golfer. It was a hum-
bling experience, to say the least. As I walked
the course (and I got to see plenty of it...but
that’s another story) I noticed that, at the time,
the course looked pretty horrific. It didn’t look
anything like the courses I’ve seen on TV!

Today the course looks much better!
MWR invited CNIC and USGA teams to assess
the course and the golf program, and provide
help to draft a “get well” plan. The plan has
been made and MWR is actively engaged in
the execution. It’s going to take a while, but
some changes are already being seen.

One of the changes has been in the golf
course leadership. A couple of months ago,
former Chief James Day, was hired to run the
course and the operation. James began as the
maintenance guy where he took care of fixing
the broken water lines and such. His strong
work ethic and desire to see the course improve
didn’t go unnoticed. When the Golf Manager
position came open, he was asked to step up.
He did and is now running the daily operations.

With a couple of hard-working mainte-
nance crews that he hired, and putting into

Captain continued on page 13

Chaplain’s Message Why sufferings?

by Cmdr. Chin Van Dang, NASCC Chaplain

Rabbi Freiberg sat alone in the sanctuary
of his synagogue, clutching a prayer book in
his hands and sobbing. “Why, Lord?” he cries
out. “Why did this have to happen? How could
my son, my only son, destroy me like this? My
only son — he converted to Christianity!”

And a great voice booms down from the
heavens: “Yours, too?”

Why does the God of love allow me to
suffer, even on a massive scale? He is supposed
to be a Father. How can a Father not respond to
his hurting child? Such questions can knock
even the strongest believers down and reduce
their faith to rubble. There are no easy answers
to suffering, but some searching questions can
usefully be asked while we suffer.

Why do I suddenly demand relief from God
for what I have brought upon myself by my
sins? Am I not screaming, only because now I
am faring poorly, while I remain placid when
others suffer? Am I not quite satisfied with the
course of the world, as long as it favours me?
Why am I so enamoured of this world with its

meagre luxuries? Am I not full of childish impa-
tience when I can’t wait for the day when the
eternal patient God will reckon with all of world’s
history? Is it possible for me as a creature to
comprehend God’s ways and judgements? Why
do I think myself so important, when I hold God’s
glory and will to be so unimportant? Am I sure
that the evils I cry against are really evils when
measured by the ultimate stands of God? The
answers to such questions might lessen the
bitterness we feel against God. For one thing,
God has acted in our world to reverse the ef-
fects of human’s original fall, but of course he
has not done it in the way we could expect. He
has a right to choose His way, for He is our
maker and came down to live with us as a man.
He experienced the whole range of human suf-
fering from the womb to the tomb. God is nota
distant and disinterested God who views our
pains with indifference. He knows what it feels
like to live a lifetime in a fallen world.

In his Apostolic Letter, On the Christian
Meaning of Human Suffering, Pope John Paul

11 said, “Suffering is present in the world in or-
der to release love, in order to give birth to works
of love toward neighbor, in order to transform
the whole of human
civilization into a ‘civi-
lization of love’ (n.30).”
Thus, suffering can be
benefiicial if it stirs in
us a spirit of compas-
sion, love, and sacri-
fice toward others.

It is difficult to
accept suffering as a
vital part of our lives
in whatever form God
permits it to come, be
it sickness, emotional problems, family difficul-
ties, death of a loved one, loss of employment,
setbacks in business, criticism, hardships, or
even the treason of friends.

Dang

Chaplain continued on page 10

Legal Corner

by Lt. j.g. Candice Albright, JAGC, USN
A recurring issue we see in our office is
debt collection. You are legally obligated to pay
a just debt when you take out a loan, use a
' credit card, co-sign
| on a loan, enter into
4| a private agreement
&| with another party.
You can obligate
yourself to credit
card debt when you
use any major credit
card such as VISA or
MasterCard, but
also when you take
out a credit card with
a store, such as
Sears. As everyone
knows, if you do not
pay the balance, you are asking for financial
trouble.
First: the collection calls. If you receive a

Albright

Basic debt collection: the process and protections

collection call, you have the right to be told the
name of the creditor and the exact amount you
owe. Further, the caller is not allowed to use
obscene or threatening language with you. It is
also considered harassment to contact you at
unusual hours, usually defined as before 8 a.m.
or after 9 p.m. Also remember that under federal
law, a debt collector cannot communicate with
you at work once he knows your employer pro-
hibits such communication. Therefore, be sure
to inform the collector of this fact when they
call. Unfortunately, this law does not apply to
the creditor itself.

If you do not pay the debt within a short
period of time (sometimes as short as 30 days),
then the original creditor will use the services
of a debt collection agency to obtain payment.
Once this occurs, your credit report reads that
this particular account has been charged off;
meaning, you are now on the collection
agency’s list. This act is important because you

are protected under certain laws depending on
who is doing the collecting. The Fair Debt Col-
lection Practices Act (FDCPA) is a federal law
which protects consumers against debt collec-
tors; it does not apply to the original creditor.
However, some states do have consumer pro-
tection laws which apply to the original credi-
tor and most courts apply the FDCPA to credit
buyers.

If you recognize the debt and acknowledge
that you owe it, then it may be in your best
interest to make a settlement offer. A settlement
offer can be made that is lower than the stated
“owed” amount. Many times, late fees and other
administrative costs are added to the original
amount and can be avoided if a settlement offer
is made. If a settlement offer does not work or
you do not know if it is really your debt, and
you want to dispute the debt, then you must do

Legal continued on page 10
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Worship Services

CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Catholic Chapel

Sunday Mass - 8:30 a.m.

Daily Mass:

Monday - Friday — 11:30 a.m.

Religious Education: Sunday — 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel

Protestant Worship Service:

Sunday - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study — 8:45 a.m.

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.

(with dinner to follow)

For further information call

Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas

(7341 McArdle Rd.)

Jumah Service — 1:30 p.m.

For other worship service times,

call 992-8550
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HOWARD’S

-

BAR-B-Q
New Hours - 11 am - 3 pm
Monday - Priday

“Best Dang Bar-B-0Q In Texas!”

Buy 1 Plate, Get Second
Plate Half Off*

Must prosent coupon at time of order.

*Restrictions Apply

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200 Jj
ALSO VISIT US AT:
AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND
] WHATABURGER FIELD

An Ocean Drive address you can afford.
Live on the water!

(12 Month Lease)

Stop by today and reserve your
I 1 bedroom/1 b
new home by the sea! 2 bedron/! bt
2 bedroom/2 bath
3 bedroom/2 bath
Prices starfing

FEATURES

« Two sparkling pools

* Covered parking

* Private lighted fishing pier

* Elevators in five-story buildings
* 10x16 storage units available
* Ceiling fan/decorator colors

* Floorplans from 584 10 1329 sq. ft. ~ * 5% discounts on miltary, medical, law enforcement
* Washer/dryer” connections * In select plans

4242 Ocean Drive
361-853-0871 Corpus Christi, Texas 78411 @

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY: e

Paul A. Kennedy, Jr., D.D.S. e
Paul A. Kennedy, 111, D.D.S. ’
S,
i

William B. Haley, D.M.D.

at 5540

ORTHODONTICS:
Robert B. Hanover, Jr., D.D.S.
Gary F Wesson, D.D.S.

Caring Individuals l\-_E H N E_ DY Providing Orthodontics
Dedicated to Your Fam- "N "AT CARE for both adults and
ily’s Good Health. s s et children.
6200 Saratoga 3435 S. Alameda Suite A
Corpus Christi, TX 78414 Corpus Christi, TX 78414
992-9500 * 993-6600 853-0381

1-866-992-9500 1-866-769-1205

www.paulkennedydds.com

S
S

v

° Stylg! Gift Centificates

For your convienence you can purchase printable
Gift Certificates online at www.boutiquedujour.com

oV © -

59 Champagne Package
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Champagne 30 Minute Facial

Tuesday - Friday Only
Champagne Manicure

% M Champagne Pedicure
%109 Ultimate Package M&r

Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Manicure
Paraffin Pedicure

One Hour Facial
Make-Over

9P,

99 Valentine Package
One Hour Massage

139 Pamper Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style

30 Minute Paraffin Body Wrap
Paraffin Pedicure

$159 Make Me Wine
One Hour Mud Wine Wrap
30 Minute Massage

30 Minute Wine Facial
Make-over & Wine

%199 Heavenly Du Jour
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Le Stone One Hour Facial
Paraffin Manicure
Paraffin Pedicure
One Hour Massage
Make-over

Lunch & Wine

$249 Le Sweetheart Package
Le Mud Wrap & Facial

One Hour Massage

Paraffin Manicure

Paraffin Pedicure

Haircut, Shampoo, Style

ﬁ;& zf% Make-over
Dozen Red Roses
Lunch & Wine
.%;outtque D Yo
Jalore & J}lw
855-2323

1220 Airline (Next to Toys ‘R Us)
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Del Mar College
Transportation
Training Services

(West Campus)
Old Brownsville Rd. & Airport Rd.
Earn your Class A (DL
in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks
M-F 7am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher
courses also available.

v Tuition reimbursement
from sponsored
companies
v'Military tuition
assistance available
v Government Grants
v Job placement
assistance

Call Now To Register
(361) 698-2707

www.delmar.edu/trucking

Ask about our
new Bus Program

CLASSIFIEDS

F = == e e e = = = e

Vi The perfect place to call your first home. Enjoy -1
6‘(\6arHea en PetSP cooling breezes on your oversized, tiled back | | Buy One Key 8 Get |
patio. Charming home features large master w/
private patio, lots of closet space. Tiled kitchen | One FREE KE |
and baths. Storage shed. Large corner lot shad-
ed with mature trees in front. 3/2/2 $1179,900. | 7 |
~ 74337 Beaver Creek Dr. I ) [ I
— R | §Ts =
Fancy Clips * Scissor Clips I W F :
Breed Clips ¢ Shave Downs I ” H I
3 groomers with more than * Limit 6 sets. One coupon per
35 years combined experience. ” ‘ , o oy, | visit. Not to be combined with |
Open Tues - Sat - 9-5 Victoria Prince (Veteran) I Padre fsnlya (r)‘tgesrgfferl. Inc I
618 NAS Drive - Flour Bluff (361) 991-3145 or (361) 442-3436 (Cell) | ! oarqars Y e
C?" 945-0392 for an appmm';ment wwwicoriaprincecom  RE/MAK Metro Properties | 9830 S.P.I.D |
Teri Markowsky « Donna Molohon + Janiel Hayes 5242 Holly Rd » Corpus Christi, TX 78411 + (361) 994-9393 L e e e o L LT 4
Certificate in Ministry Training A
ISLAND ITALIAN Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies f{ ‘\% 77 TPhvsical Th
RESTAURANT Master of Divinity / ' & ;mp ‘tl MJ; s.lc:a C er;ap y
Specializing in Fine Italian Cusine The South Texas SCHOOL of /‘ IL o n:i ’_C"TTeh g
. WWW. m I I . m
Poudly serving Padre Island CHRISTIAN STUDIES g o umpalThysieatinerapy-o

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association
with Howard Payne University and Logsdon School
of Theology at Hardin-Simmons University. If you are
interested in a Christian Studies education from a fully
accredited SACS and ATS institution here in Corpus
Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably reason-
able, our professors are eminently qualified, and our
location is convenient. Many of our classes are taught
in the evening, typically one night a week.

You will find our class schedule on our
Web Site at www.stscs.org
Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,
just past TAMU-CC, or call us at 991-9403

and our military for 21 years!

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Live Music - Thur-Sat
Free Delivery on Padre  Mon-Thur 11-9:30

Island after 5pm Fri=Sat 11-10
Sun 5-9:30

15370 S. Padre Island Dr.
(Just past Whitecap Blvd.)

361-949-7731

FOR LEASE: N. Padre Island, 1 bd condo
at Beach Club, 1 block to beach! Gulf and
lake views, fireplace, pool, fitness center.
Great top floor, corner unit, new carpet, paint
& appliances. No smokers, no pets. Water
& cable paid. $900/mo + deposit. Military
discount. Avail now. Call Lucy: 505-292-
7008.

FOR LEASE: 4133 Monaco 3/2/2 brick
home +2 position covered Boat/Car park-
ing/party area. New Storage Barn. Break-
fast nook, 2 dining areas, Enclosed Sun-
room, large utility room with Dryer. Rear
Wrap Gated Driveway for privacy, wonder-
ful yard for children. On popular Southside
close to everything. 10 minutes from Base.
Flyer Box on property. $1095 a month, low
deposit. 361-249-2110 or 563-5385.

FOR SALE: $750 for fractional ownership
of a Piper Comanche PA 24/250. Must be
qualified in high performance/retractable
gear aircraft. Call Mike Tozer at 361-816-
9087.

FOR SALE: Very nice, furnished “Park
Model” travel trailer with 2 slideouts, CH&A,
8'x15’. Attached room (used as a work-
shop). 233 Redfish. Located in Marina Vil-
lage Park. 229 NAS Drive. N.O.F. less than
$20,000. 939-7237.

FOR RENT: Downstairs duplex; 3/2/2; on
Padre Island canal. 13921 Mingo Cay Ct.
1718 sq. ft; washer, dryer, refrigerator. $1500
per month; 6 mi from NAS (361) 549-8568.

LEASE/OPTION Like new 1,350 sf, 3/2
energy eff. Hogan Home in Terra-Marr, off
Roddfield Road @ Wooldridge, fenced yard,
patio, landscaped, hike and bike greenbelt.
Designer kitchen, tile, carpet, blinds, etc.
etc. $1,250/lease/option. 855-2513.

FOR SALE: 1994 HD FLHTC Electra Glide
Classic, 54,000 miles $8500.00, Strat Pak
elect guitar $150.00 Call 361-877-2517.

FOR RENT OR LEASE. Availiable
10/15/07. “Beautiful” 3 bedroom 2 1/2
bath, 2 car garage townhome on Padre
Island. Includes all stainless appliances,
washer & dryer and pool. Near beach only
10 minutes from NAS. $1,350 per month.
For more details & photos view online at
apartments.com. Search under “Sunset
Harbor Townhomes”. Or call Lynne @
(361)888-8909.

o Comprehensive Physical Therapy Outpatient Treatment
 Provider for Champus, ChampVA, and TRICARE

* Aquatic Therapy in Large Indoor Pools

* Free Injury Screening

1700 Wildcat, Ste.#C
Portland, Tx 78374
361-643-8243

2150 W. Wheeler
Aransas Pass, Tx 78336
361-758-5199

5026 Deepwood Cir
Corpus Christi, Tx 78415
361-854-2278

(also located in Calallen and Alice)

BEACH FRONT CONDO FOR RENT: North
Beach at Villa Del Sol. Pools, hot tubs, cov-
ered parking, security. All bills paid. Fur-
nished. Military discount. (210) 710-4185.
$825 monthly.

Experienced, mature house keeper - Will
clean your home, condo or office. Refer-
ences. 361-806-2929.
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Al Qaeda can run, but can’t hide in northern Iraq, says General

by Fred W. Baker III, American Forces Press Service

The tables have turned for al Qaeda in
northern Iraq as a surge of operations in
the new year has put terrorists on the run
looking for new places to hide, a com-
mander in the region said on Jan. 22. Army
Maj. Gen. Mark Hertling, commander of
Multinational Division North, briefed Pen-
tagon reporters from Iraq.

Operation Iron Harvest, part of the
larger countrywide Operation Phantom
Phoenix launched just before Christmas,
has pounded parts of four northern prov-
inces that have afforded the group safe ha-
ven, Hertling said. The operation’s main ef-
fort has been in Diyala, specifically the area
called the “breadbasket,” near Muqdadiyah,
in eastern Diyala province, although it in-
cludes Multinational Division North’s other
provinces of Salahuddin, Ninevah, and
Tamim.

Early intelligence reports say al Qaeda
operatives are still looking for a place to
hide, the general said.

“A year ago, we were often reacting to
al Qaeda and what they were going to do,”
Hertling said. “Now, I think the tables have
turned a little bit, and they are attempting
to react to where we’re going to go next.
And that’s a critical difference.”

Tired of al Qaeda’s torturous reign of
terror in the region, local citizens have
turned over weapons caches, hideouts,

BANKING

S E RV I C E MEANS NE

HAVING TO

names and even drawing maps to where
terrorists still hiding in the area could be
found.

“They are trying to get away or find
new safe havens. And every time they think
they have them, we attack there,” Hertling
said.

In 40 operations, many alongside the
Iraqi security forces in the region, coali-
tion forces have captured or killed 40 ter-
rorists marked as “high-value individuals”
by military officials. Forces killed another
130 enemy fighters and nearly 374 have
been detained.

Forces have cleared 386 roadside
bombs, 28 car bombs and 38 house bombs.
They have uncovered 127 weapons cache
sites storing 2,100 rockets and mortars,
6,900 pounds of military-grade explosives
and 30,000 pounds of homemade explo-

sives, and they’ve destroyed a couple of

bomb-making factories. Fifteen coalition
force soldiers have died in the operations.

During the operations, coalition forces
found a torture chamber and rescued two
civilians still alive there. The two said 11
were being held there the day before. They
had been held and tortured for nearly two
weeks for working as contractors and run-
ning new electric power lines to the area.
The commander said that the insurgents
would use torture to terrorize local citizens

A USAA FREE CHECKING ACCOUNT MEANS NO ATM FEES.
Which means every ATM is your ATM. Use any ATM in the world
and we'll refund the fee! Eliminating fees is one way we keep
our members' financial well-being in mind. And that drives
everything we do. Because with USAA, you're more than a
member, you're a part of the family we serve.

2 OPEN A USAA CHECKING ACCOUNT TODAY AT

USAA.COM/BANKING

We know what it means to serve.”

USAA INSURANCE + BANKING - INVESTMENTS - MEMBER SERVICES

USAA.COM

Y

PAY FOR YOUR OWN MONEY

Photo by Maj. Sean Wilson, 1st e Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division Public Affairs
A Soldier inventories a portion of more than seven tons of ordinance
discovered by Iraqi Police on Dec. 18. Local citizens have been instrumental
in helping Coalition Forces find weapons caches and suspected terrorists.

Brigad

into allowing them free rein. “What you would see as a result of

Terrorists would behead local citizens that is people who were afraid to either go
and carry the heads down the streets of to the police or stand up against these
town as part of what Hertling called their
“very brutal and violent tactics.”

Al Qaeda continued on page 13

VER

*USAA does not charge a fee for the first 10 ATM withdrawals and refunds up to $15 in other banks' ATM fees each month. USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. Use of the term “member" does not convey any

legal, eligibility or ownership rights. Bank products provided by USAA Federal Savings Bank, Member FDIC. © USAA, 2008.

69509-0208
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3 Bedrooms
2 Baths
2 Car Ggﬂ:ige

$171,000

Beautiful "br‘fr'mi:jm'ﬁf home with Ifc;.f:ge
égc@mvf ¢ Ea@m}y areas ¥ ﬂ'ﬂf@
areas ofen to the living room & Wood
fj:.fﬁ-n}y ;’?r*:?ﬁ;@me & Master bedroom has a
_f:r'fﬁ}y room/office and walk-in closet &
Master bath has his & her vanities, separate Glenn Jones
bath & shower # 2 car wraf around ~ (361) 425-8136

garage with [f”jfﬂ a@*fr,-'rzwﬁy 4 '?'bbmérﬁ;f

CcoLDweLL
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home /{*'?f any size {[ mﬂf@

Aviation Career Interest

Field Services Operations (FSO) Staffing requirement in Patuxent River, Maryland
for T-2 Mechanics, AME's, Engine, and Avionics Technicians

Experience - Must meet the experience requirements of at least three (3) “0” Level
experience with A&P License or 5 yrs without license

Employment Requirements: U.S. citizen; background check, physical examination
and drug screening and ability to qualify for security clearance required

Contact: Tammy Reeves, Technical Recruiter
Phone: 817-224-1424
FAX: 775-363-5529
Email: tammy.reeves@dyn-intl.com

MTSS Aviation Recruiting
Worldwide Recruiting & Staffing Services, LLC
A DynCorp International Company
13500 Heritage Parkway
Fort Worth, TX 76177
www.dyncorprecruiting.com/careers

CCAD/Boeing partnership continues
to streamline production

By Mike Shepperd, CCAD/Boeing PartnershipProduct Integration Engineering Manager

The Boeing Corpus Christi Army De-
pot (CCAD) partnership has developed a
new process for delivering hardware to the
manufacturing areas. CCAD Boeing Distri-
bution Center (BDC) now delivers and main-
tains hardware in carousels located
throughout the Apache transmission line
for convenient access by the mechanics.
CCAD has seen an improvement in deliv-
ery, better management of resources and
improved employee morale.

In the beginning, employees from
CCAD and BDC worked together building
hardware kits for the Apache transmission.
These kits contained all of the hardware
(nuts, bolts, screws and seals) required
during the overhaul process. They were
packaged in boxes, stored on shelves, and
delivered once a month when the shop pro-
duction controller requested the material.

The mechanics then sort through the
contents of each box to identify the hard-
ware needed at their transmission work sta-
tion. Think of this as a grocery cart full of
items; each time you needed an item, you
would have to sort through the cart until
you found it or found that it was missing.

This sorting process consumed the me-
chanics assembly time. Frequently, some of
the required hardware was misplaced or
lost. The lost hardware could only be re-
placed by opening the next transmission’s
kit. This would cause a shortage condition
that was perpetuated through each suc-
ceeding kit.

Al Gonzales, CCAD Director of Produc-
tion Control, and Cynthia Thompson, man-
ager of the BDC, jointly chartered an effort
to seek a better system of delivering
Apache transmission hardware. A team led
by Angela Corbishley from Boeing and Joe
Medina from CCAD was formed.

logistics teammates and team members
from the CCAD transmission shop. They
reviewed the hardware delivery process to
see if there was a better way to deliver the
hardware requirements. The team decided
to institute a Just-In-Time (JIT) process that
focused on Point-of-Use (POU) delivery.

Instead of having ASRS deliver the
hardware kits, the CCAD Boeing Distribu-
tion Center would deliver the hardware to
carousels located throughout the Apache
transmission line. Minimum and maximum
bin levels were established for each piece
of hardware and the Boeing teammates are
responsible for maintaining the hardware
bin levels, ordering, and restocking the
hardware.

Keeping a continual supply of hard-
ware on hand at the carousels has increased
efficiency for the Apache transmission line.
Apache transmission mechanics and pro-
duction controllers no longer concern them-
selves with Boeing provided Apache trans-
mission hardware requirements. They now
focus all their attention on repairing and
ordering Apache transmission components,
as the hardware problems have been elimi-
nated.

Some benefits of the new Apache trans-
mission JIT/POU hardware system include:
more time on task for the transmission me-
chanics, elimination of the kit-building pro-
cess in ASRS, improved hardware manage-
ment and a shorter lead time for hardware
delivery.

The Boeing CCAD Partnership is con-
stantly searching for ways to improve the
helicopter overhaul process. As one can see
from this example, small things such as hard-
ware can add up to much larger savings.
Now the Apache transmission mechanics
always have the necessary hardware on
hand to perform their tasks.

The team included CCAD and Boeing

\_

Photo available by public domain

The CCAD/Boeing partnership has made many improvements in efficiency and
waste reduction in the assembly of helicopters such as the Apache, seen here.
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Captain continued from page 2

motion the recommendations of the assessment
team, the golf course has taken on a new look.
For you golfers, please look him up the next
time you play and let him know that he’s mak-
ing a difference!

Since I’'m talking recreation, I have to men-
tion fishing. Anyone who’s driven around the
base at night has seen the lighted fishing pier
by the Marina. Thanks to some hard-working
Seabees, the reconstructed lighted pier is open
for business.

The Seabees joined forces with MWR, got
the equipment and material, and redid the pier
that had been unsafe to stand on. With new
pilings and further strengthening, the pier sid-
ings it’s not only now safe, but is located where
there are plenty of fish. Rumor has it that one
fisherman has used the pier, primarily early in
the morning, and has always caught fish. He’s

either a great fisherman, or has perfected the art
of the “fish” tale!

I’'m proud of what I see happening around
the base. The new, less restrictive policy that
allows anyone who is a permanent worker on
base (military, GS, contractor) to use certain
MWR facilities — of which the golf course and
marina are only two — should help increase use
and make the base more “user friendly” to ev-
eryone.

Please keep cleaning up after yourselves
and picking up trash around you when you’re
outside. You have the greatest impact on the
base when you do that. As the XO says when
he’s talking about cleaning up, “If not you, then
who?”

Thanks for what you’re all doing to make
this a better place for all of us to work and live.
See ya on the beach!

Al Qaeda continued from page 3

people,” the general said. “If you don’t have
weapons or you don’t have security forces
to counter that kind of action, it’s difficult to
push back against these violent and barba-
rous criminals.”

Hertling said al Qaeda’s heavy activity
in the area for the past several months has
damaged not only the infrastructure, but also
the people’s psyche. Now, though, stores are
reopening and people have started to ven-
ture out into the towns.

“We are all seeing hope on the faces of
[raqis as they see a more secure future in some

of these towns,” Hertling said.

Operations north of Baghdad previously
used an “economy of force” approach. Secu-
rity in the region was difficult to maintain
because of a limited number of coalition and
Iraqi security forces operating. After coali-
tion forces would clear an area and move on,
al Qaeda would simply come back and reoc-
cupy. But now, four divisions of Iraq forces
operate there, and the country’s forces are
growing in numbers and capabilities. These
additional forces will help hold recent gains
in security.

Gerald G. Villarreal

Attorney at Law
CCAD Elnployee 1991-2001

Personal Injury Criminal Law

Auto Accidents * Divorce
DWI « Wills and Probate

Immigration

4531 Ayers, Suite 402,
Corpus Christi, Texas

(361) 881-8509

he Texas Boart

SAVE 20% OFF one
package or 35% OFF twol

Offer Includes any Laser Halr Removal, Skin Rejuvanation,
or AmariSmooth Callulie Reduction Thampy.

My not be combinad with any other offers,

www.americanlaser.com

5844 5. Staples 5t. - Corpus Christi, Texas - 361.993.5400

Attention ALL Military Personnel
Are you looking for a new or
pre-owned vehicle?

Call Champion Chevrolet/Cadillac
Call 361-654-2100 - Ask for

Louis Benavides for details ahout special pricing.
Military personnel must bring this AD
to qualify for special pricing and/or
rebate. Rebates apply to new vehicles
ONLY and special pricing will apply to
all vehicles new and pre-owned.

Call TODAY!

Ch ampi ono 6650 South Padre Island Drive ¢ At The AutoMall  Between Airline & Nile g c..,,',.,.m

Chevrolet, Cadillac & 1-866-242-2709

STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 * SAT 9-6 * SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 * SAT 8-1

PODEMOS AYUDARLE EN ESPANOL

10,000 VEHICLES. 22 BRANDS. 1 CLICK . G EX )
From Sales To Service, Nobody Beats a Champion .

Family Dentistry
Dr. G.5. Fossum, D.D.\. P.C.

dental care In Flour Bluii for the whole family

9301 S.P.L.D.

Hours by Appointment
Monday thru Friday

FEITMJJ.M T 9315555
e :Tf;-éz;fe‘Provider IEW

American Laser
Centers

Hair Removal & Skin Rejuvenation
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BRACES

“children
andadults

* No Down Payment
+ Affordable Monthly Payments ‘
* Most Insurance Accepted : [

Please Call for a Free Exam and Consultation

(361) 993-2288

Padre Palms Square * 6500 S. Padre Island Drive, Suite 25

Coastal

Orthodontics» 1-800-4BRACES

DANIEL TORRES, D.D.S.

ORTHODONTIST

Sports, blood and Valentine’s Day

Upcoming events aboard NAS Corpus Christi

It’s Super Bowl time! The New York Giants and New England
Patriots will battle it out to determine the best of the best. On Feb. 3, the | r \\’
Gonzalez Liberty Center will set up for all the sports coverage, so come -\
support your team, join your friends and enjoy plenty of free food, \\
door prizes, and football. Kickoffis at 4:18 pm, and doors open at noon.
For more information, please call the GLC at (361) 961-3768.

A blood drive will be held at CCAD at 108 Crecy Street on Feb. 13 from 8:30 a.m. to | p.m.
For more information, please visit www.coastalbendbloodcenter.org or call 855-4943

A Candlelight Dinner and Dance, held at the Bay Club from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m., will make

this Valentine’s Day special for you and your loved one. A delicious buffet, served from 5
p-m. until 8:30 p.m., will feature Steamship Round of Beef, Shrimp Newberg, Vegetables,
- ) Potatoes, Rice, Bread Pudding,

p—. ; and Apple Cobbler. Gourmet
A‘ﬁ}: . "_T Nm,ﬂ-ﬂ "% Desserts, Wine Specials and
I B il 7 "' Irish Coffee will be available at
W - } additional cost. $19.95 per per-

son. Club members receive $1 off.
A DJ will play from 6 p.m. until 10
p-m. For more information, please
call the Corpus Christi Bay Club
at(361)961-2541.

Take your sweetheart to the
golf course on Feb. 15 for a
2-for-1 Special.

CHARLES C. SMITH

Attorney at Law
Former Judge Advocate US Navy

e Personal Injury

* Car Accidents

* Divorce

e Bankruptcy 7 - 13

e Child Custody

* Merit System Protection Board
* Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510

(361) 883-1055
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

WiLLiam A. THavu III, P.C.
“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

* Divorce & Separation * Military Law

¢ Child Custody & Support * Auto Accidents

* Adoption/ Guardianship * Personal Injury

* Paternity Cases * DWI

* Wills & Probate * Criminal Defense

9708 S.P1.D., SUITE A-101 « CORPUS CHRISTI
E (361) 937-5513 + Toll Free 1-877-888-1369 a—

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas VISA
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)

LSelected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly)

&N

ct =< Kot
TAUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
10% Foreign and Domestic

Disc::nt Complete Diagnostics \ Tune-Ups
wi

DoD ID A/C and Free Brake Check

Get Peace of Wind at (361) 937-5115

www.fast-kat.com

9825 SPID Corpus Christi, TX 78418

Hours of Operation

Monday
7:30 am to 8:00pm

Tuesday - Friday
7:30 am to 6:00pm

*Sunday
3:00 pm to 5:00pm

*for boarding
pickup ONLY

Get Compassmna e & Prfinal
Care For Your Pet!

® Full-Service Hospital ® Grooming \ Boarding ]00/0
® Drop-Offs Welcome Discount

Christi Kresser, DVM with
DoD ID
Recommended Service

® Sugery and Dental

14802 Compass Corpus Christi, TX 78418
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Ask Dr. Garca

Q. I am a divorced single mother

e Of three children. I will be getting
married this summer. How will my

children react to this new scenario?

A ° Divorce and remarriage are sig-
e nificant transitions in children’s lives.

Over time, most boys and girls exhibit remark-
able resiliency to their parents’ marital transi-
tions. Some children actually become stron-
ger through coping with divorce and remar-
riage. One study found that only 25 percent
have long-term problems. This can be attrib-
uted to the type of parenting style of the
single parent.

A warm, responsive parentmg style that
sets reasonable limits, yet is unintrusive, is
associated with positive adjustment in chil-
dren in divorced and remarried families. If di-
vorce reduces stress and conflict, it will lead
to better functioning on the parent’s part. If
the child loses an uninvolved or incompe-
tent father, and this results in the acquisition
of a more accessible, responsible father fig-
ure, the child will benefit in the long run. I am
unaware of the ages or gender of your chil-
dren, however, preadolescent boys in particu-
lar may benefit from a close, caring relation-
ship with a reliable stepfather.

Regarding the behavioral and emotional
issues experienced by children of divorced
and remarried families, a number of concerns
are raised. Studies point out that children re-
sist the arrival of a stepparent, creating stress
in the new relationship. Sons, who have of-
ten been involved in coercive relationships
with their mothers may have little to lose and
much to gain from a relationship with a car-
ing stepfather.

Daughters, on the other hand, may feel
the intrusion of stepfathers into their close
relationships with their mothers as threaten-
ing and disruptive. One study found that
among preadolescent children, divorce has
more adverse consequences for boys, and
remarriage is more difficult for girls; in ado-
lescence, however, such gender differences
are rarely found. Younger children can more
easily develop relationships with stepparents
than adolescents can, who are struggling with
their own sense of identity and already grow-
ing away emotionally from their family or fami-
lies.

Other behavioral disruptions and emo-
tional upheavals are common in the early
weeks and months of the parent’s remarriage.
Children often express anger, resentment,
anxiety, depression, and some suffer sus-
tained developmental delays or disruptions.

Garcia

Others appear to adapt well in the early stages
of family reorganization, but show delayed
effects that emerge later, especially in ado-
lescence.

Several studies found that the most com-
monly reported problem behaviors found in
children of divorced and remarried families
are aggressive, noncompliant, antisocial be-
havior; a decline in prosocial behaviors; and
disruptions in peer relations. Adolescence
seems to trigger behavioral problems in both
boys and girls, even in some who have previ-
ously been functioning well.

What can bring your children and your
new marriage together is having realistic ex-
pectations about what to expect for your fam-
ily as a whole. For instance, the expectation
of instant love and adjustment, or that your
stepfamily should be the same as your first
marriage is not realistic. Studies note that suc-
cessful stepfamilies are aware that love and
caring take time and there are differences be-
tween remarriage families and first-marriage
families. They do not attempt to force their
family into a first-marriage mold.

In all families, parent-child relationships
are different. To expect reciprocal caring from
individuals who suddenly find themselves
living together can lead to feelings of disap-
pointment, insecurity, and anger. Having an
understanding of what you and your family
might be confronted with is the first step in
ensuring a successful and enjoyable experi-
ence that can have a long and lasting posi-
tive outcome.

Ruben G. Garcia, Ph.D., is a Licensed
Marriage and Family Therapist and co-
founder of The Healing Institute. Email your
questions to Dr. Garcia at:
troubadour55@hotmail.com or call (361)
814-4556.

Brack HISTORY
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Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A

Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102

Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. g} a

5%
Keep z‘/te Sparé/e n Your Smile!

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

For our dental phobics we offer:

* Nitrous oxide gas

* Conscious sedation (pills)

All the comforts of home including:
+ Blankets and pillows

* Walkmans

* Warm towels

Tooth-colored fillings

Tooth whitening

Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards

Root canals

Non-surgical gum therapy

Now accepting:
MetLife ¢ United Concordia
CompBenefits ¢« GEHA

That's why so many parents choose the Children’s Clinic.
Our experience and compassion allow you to take com-

fort in knowing that your child is receiving the best care
Children

possible. We've been doing this since 1952. We know
a thing or two about kids. Come by any of our five
convenient locations and see for yourself.

(linic

www.thechildrensclinic.com ¢ Since 1952

ALAMEDA BAY AREA CALALLEN PORTLAND
992-6458 855-7346 985-1418 241-9541 643-2518

5945 Saratoga 3435 S. Alameda 7121 SPID 13725 NW Blvd 1929 W. Hwy 181
Across from Next to In the Bay Area  Across from In the

Spohn Hospital ~ Driscoll Children’s ~ Medical Office Calallen High Crescent Center
South Hospital Building School Building

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla espafiol. We
take all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Aetna, and a
Medicaid Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

SOUTHSIDE
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Dramatically Improve
Your Smile with the "Super Smile"
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

1‘3’»%

Quality Treatment with

* Reasonable Fees

¢ Free Initial Exam

* No Down Payment

* Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time

Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology
with Fixed or Invisible Braces
to Shorten Treatment Time and
Achieve the Best Possible
"Super Smile" with Minimal
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Neighborhood Offices:
* Corpus Christi

* Kingsville

* Portland

* Rockport

* 5 Points

Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist
(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples ¢ Corpus Christi

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

South Texas’ only
Active Duty Realtor

After performing numerous
deployments and transfers, |
understand the transfer process
and the challenges it presents to
homeownership.

I currently work for one of the
largest brokerages in the Coastal
Bend.

As an Officer, I believe in helping
people Prepare, Perform,

and Progress. | bring the same
principle to every real estate
transaction.

KELLER
WILLIAMS

Call 361-765-9671

Put my experience to work for you
www.travisscollier.com

Saves.

Build wealth with Fleet and Family’s help

by Lora Meza, Personal Financial Management Program Specialist, FFSC

As we look forward into a new year, many people start out with
their resolutions firmly in hand. There is no better time to commit to
becoming financially fit and “Build Wealth, Not Debt.” To help our
Navy families with that effort, the Fleet and Family Support Center is
again sponsoring the ongoing financial fitness campaign, Military

The program is designed to change savings behavior by edu-
cating service members and their families on how they can build wealth, not debt. With the
campaign’s focus this year being on our children and youth, we are partnering with Navy
Army Federal Credit Union and the Youth Activities Center to promote good savings
habits within our next generations. Starting the week of February 24 thru March 2 and
going on into the year, the Military Saves campaign will provide saving tips, strategies,
awareness, and initiatives through a variety of mediums that will provide our families with
savings tools to help them reach their goals.

For more information about the campaign, visit the Military Saves website
(www.militarysaves.org) or contact your Personal Financial Management staff at the Fleet
and Family Support Center at 961-1127 or 1673.

Not quite business as usual: Straiton
gears up for new workload

by Jamey Giddens, CCAD Publicist

Straiton

“It’s all about maintaining our ability to
surge,” said Bob Straiton, CCAD’s new Busi-
ness Development Office chief. The former ex-
ecutive officer for the Army ROTC program at
Texas A&M Corpus Christi and lieutenant colo-
nel in the Army Reserves spoke of what he feels
should be the Depot’s primary goals in prepa-
ration for a decrease in Department of Defense
workload in conjunction with a slowing of the
Global War on Terrorism.

“Historically, depot workloads from the
DoD tends to slow down as wartime subsides,”
said Straiton. “That’s why it’s so important to
maintain the relevancy of the Depot within DoD
and not just look to traditional means of gain-
ing workload.”

This does not suggest that traditional
means of acquiring DoD workload should be
considered an afterthought. According to
Straiton, a significant role of the Business De-
velopment Office is its work with Force Mod-
ernization.

“We have three folks in our office working
with the Program Executive Office (PEO) on
Force Modernization,” he began. “What that
basically involves is when the Army procures a
new weapon system, we make sure the Depot
is in a position to support that system.”

Some “nontraditional” ways Straiton men-

tioned of achieving workload are Public-Private
Partnerships and Public-Public Partnerships.

“One of the major roles of the Business
Development Office here at CCAD is to serve
as a liaison between the Depot and our OEM’s
(Original Equipment Manufacturers),” he said.
“Having our four OEM’s - Boeing, Sikorsky,
Honeywell and GE- on site has been a tremen-
dous asset for the Depot. OEM’s possess the
expertise and knowledge about the aircraft we
support because they created them. They have
done all the necessary research and develop-
ment, so they have a level of knowledge that
although CCAD would be capable of achiev-
ing, it would take a great amount of time and
resources.”

Straiton also pointed to Public-Public Part-
nerships, like the wildly successful program
with Tobyhanna Army Depot. Tobyhanna has
partnered with CCAD to reduce turnaround-
time and improve the quality of avionics sup-
port.

“Being able to help relieve other DoD
branches of workload as needed is critical to
our success,” said Straiton.

Straiton, who assumed his new position
this past November, went on to say how the
onslaught of awards, CCAD’s certifications and
accolades (including the Shingo Public Sector
Bronze Medallion, ISO 9001:2000 certification,
AS9100 certification and AS9110 certification)
have made it easier for the Business Develop-
ment Office to do its job.

“When we go out and try to compete for a
contract, our certifications and awards show
the validity of what we do at CCAD,” said
Straiton. “They basically tell our potential busi-
ness partners that we can do what we say we
can do.”

Bob Straiton holds a B.A. in history from
the former Texas A&I, now Texas A&M
Kingsville, a post-Bachelor’s certificate in Man-
agement Information Systems and an MBA from
Texas A&M Corpus Christi. He has been mar-
ried to his wife, Meg, former CPA-turned stay-
at-home-mom, for 15 years. They share four
children Julia, 13, Robert, 10, Michael, 9 and
Samuel, 7.
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Homes for Sale
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(search all properties)

Evening and Saturday
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Dr. Scott Barton

’ to Lose Weight?
BELLWETHER INITIAL VISIT INCLUDES:

¢ 60 Days of Appetite Suppressants (controls hunger & regulates mood)
* 60 Days Diuretics (as medically indicated)
* 30 Days of Lipotropic (fat metabolizing) vitamins
¢ Kidney, Liver and Thyroid screening

¢ Choice of 1st free injection (B-12 or Lipo-Den)
¢ Referral program available

BELLWETHER WEIGHT LOSS CENTER
5525 S. STAPLES
(Enclave Professional Center)

e Fully bi-lingual staff

985-6060

Everything in the store
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Basic Rider Course

ONLY 190!

2 DAY COURSE
Beginners and
experienced riders
welcome!

*FREE WITH COURSE:
Coastal Cycle Academy T-shirt
10% off merchandise
at Cycle Plaza
Pictures, key chains,
and other giveaways

*UPON COMPLETION OF THE COURSE:
Exempt from riding portion of the DPS test
10-15% off your motorcycle insurance
You can ride on the Base!

Sign up today at www.coastalcycleacademy.com
or call 949-8664!

IF YOU’RE NOT RIDING,
YOU’RE NOT LIVING!

o 5.
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COUNTRY -CLUB

February Special Rates

with Active Military & Government ID
$15.00 walking $21.00 with cart
Any Day after 1:00 pm

361-949-8006
14353 Commodore Drive . Corpus Christi, TX 78418

www.padreislescc.com

Boutique Du Jour
8655-2323

www.boutiquedujour.com

1220 Airline (next to Toys ‘RUs)
Tuesday - Friday Only

Expires 02/29/08
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YOU HAVE MORE IMPORTANT THINGS ON YOUR MIND THAN
CAR INSURANCE. WE'LL HELP KEEP IT THAT WAY.

Sudden deployments can be difficult on a military family. But worrying about your

_ ~ car insurance won't be an added burden. At GEICO, we offer our military customers car
a5y insurance that’s second to none: 24-hour service, simple payment plans, money-saving

discounts, and storage options, whether you store the vehicle yourself or on hase_. y

T For seventy years, GEICO has heen serving the special needs of the special people :

((361) 992-4955 | 6410 S. Padre Island Dr. | Corpus Christi
(On S.PL.D. between Airline and Nile)

TX8

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THE WINGSPAN
MILITARY NEWSPAPER
CALL (361) 814-0866

Chaplain continued from page 2

God did not will to take away all the conse-
quences of original sin, as is evident in the expe-
riences of our everyday lives. He did not intend
to take away all our problems; rather, He showed
us how to use them for our own spiritual growth.
They help purify our souls, detach us from ma-
terial things, and bring us closer to God. This is
what our faith urges us to do. Many of these
trials are blessings in disguise.

There is a legend about a bird that sings
justonce in its life, more sweetly than any other
creature on the face of the earth. From the mo-
ment it leaves the nest, it searches for a thorn
tree, and does not rest until it has found one.
Then, singing among the savage branches, it
impales itself upon the longest, sharpest spine.
And dying, it rises above its own agony to
outsing the lark and the nighttingale. One su-
perlative song, existence the price. But the whole
world stills to listen and God in His heaven smiles.
For the best is only bought at the cost of great
pain...or so the legend says.

Legal continued from page 2

so in writing. The collector is required to in-
form you that you have a right to dispute the
debt. To keep this right, you must dispute the
debt within 30 days of first notification of the
attempt at collection. Ask the caller to whom
you address your dispute letter. Within the
body of the letter, it should be sufficient to
simply reference the account number, your
name and to write the following: 1) If you dis-
pute the entire debt, then write, “I dispute
this debt in its entirety” or “This debt is in
dispute” or some variation; or 2) If you owe
part of the debt, but not all of it, then write “I
dispute any debt over the amount of X.”

Once a debt is disputed in writing, then
you are given certain automatic protections
under the FDCPA and the Fair Credit Report-
ing Act (FCRA). Among other things, the
FDCPA requires that when a debt is disputed,
the creditor must validate the debt and they
cannot attempt to collect on the debt until it is
validated to you in writing. The validation
process requires that, at a minimum, the debt
collector confirm with the creditor the amount
being claimed is correct and the person from
whom they are attempting to collect the debt
is the person from whom it is owed. The FCRA
requires that any dispute of the debt must
also be reported by the creditor on the
consumer’s credit report.

Finally, while you should pay your debts
and this article in no way encourages you not
to do so, remember that there are statutes of
limitations on debt collection. This means af-
ter so many years, the creditor or collector
can no longer attempt to collect on the debt
whether you legitimately owe it or not. In
Texas, the statute of limitations is four years
for an open account, i.e. an unsecured debt
such as credit card debt. Do not place your
bets on this, though! The best way to solve
debt collection problems is to prevent them
by having a sound financial plan and not over-
extending your credit. For more information
about debt collection issues or to make an
appointment to speak to a legal assistance
attorney, please call our office at (361) 961-
3765.
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Navy outdoorsman retires to the
woods of Arkansas

by Bob Torres, Public Affairs Officer

Hull Technician First ]
Class Bart Blazer retires from
the Navy on March 31 after
a distinguished, even
though quiet, tour in the
Navy.

“I’'m an outdoorsman
like you wouldn’t believe,”
said the Little Rock, Arkan-
sas native. “I ain’t got no
wife going to tell me when I
can or can’t go fishing or
hunting. That’s the reason I
didn’t get married after all
these years.”

Blazer turned 17 during
recruit training at Great
Lakes, Ill., during August of
1984. He got home in time for
the beginning of deer sea-
son in November.

“It was the first two deer
I killed,” he remembered with
asmile. Shortly after that, he
reported to duty in
Yokosuka, Japan aboard the
USS Midway (CV-41).

“Being away from home
for the first time, it was cul-
ture shock for me,” said
Blazer. “My job was to weld,
pipe-fit and do the plumbing on the ship.”

Blazer served there from 1984 to 1987
before returning home to finish out his active
duty Reserve time.

“I'had signed up for six years,” said Blazer.
“Three were for active duty and three years
in the Reserves. Butin 1991, I reenlisted to go
to San Diego and USS (MCM3) Sentry, a mine-
sweeper. I transferred to Naval Station
Ingleside in August 1993.”

Blazer returned to Japan in 1995 as part
of'arotational crew aboard the USS (MCM-5)
Guardian. The crew returned in 1996 aboard
the USS Devastator.

He then attended a course at the Navy
Nuclear Power Training Command in Orlando,
FL.In 1998, he transferred to Charleston, N.C.,
for the newly commissioned Nuclear Power
Command.

His next assignment was in 1999 when
he was transferred to the USS Emory S. Land
in La Madelina, Italy where he served as su-
pervisor for the carpenter shop, sheet metal
shop and lagging shop.

Blazer received orders in Dec. 2001 to
Bahrain aboard the USS (MCM-13) Dextrous.

“Bahrain was rewarding. It was busy,”
said Blazer. “We were always busy. Fourteen
months seemed like it was two weeks. I was
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Blazer

the LPO (Leading Petty Officer) for Damage
Control Division. During one time on watch,
there was a fuel leak and I blocked the fuel
with my body to keep it from bursting. I re-
ceived an on-the-spot, Navy Achievement
Medal (NAM) from the Captain while I was
still dripping fuel.”

Blazer received a second NAM for an
engineering inspection that received the high-
est score obtainable.

“Part of the examination was on how you
handle your team, your language and if you’re
in control,” he continued. “I had to work on
not cursing. After I got past that, I started
getting better scores. I got a great score; it
was the best you can get.”

What advice would he pass on to an in-
coming Sailor?

“Get an education, get a degree,” he an-
nounced. “If you find out in four or six years
that the Navy is not for you, then you already
have a degree. You can get a bachelor’s or
even a master’s degree in four years. It’s been
done. If you don’t like the military, you’re still
young and you can pursue your own life. But
make sure of one thing: Better your life.

“I plan on opening a lawn and care ser-
vice in Little Rock,” Blazer said, with a smile.
“And I’'m going hunting and fishing.”

WILL HE SEE HIS SHADOW?
Fes. 2 - GAME ON!

Photo by Bob Torres,-Public Affairs Officer

Open Happy
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MEDITERRANEANICUISINE
“An Imtoxicating Blend Of Cultures”

Gyro, Chips & Tea 10% OFF
$599 ' Lunch or Dinner

No Other Offers Apply With DoD ID

More specials available for lunch and dinner. Discounts
do not include alcohol. Call for details. Schedule
now for your holiday and catering events.

Call in orders welcome. Delivery and catering available.

The Market at Timber Gate
6646 S. Staples ¢ 993-6100

* 4 SWIMMING POOLS

+ COVERED PARKING

+ JACUZZI - FIREPLACES

+ BASKETBALL COURT

+ WASHER-DRYER CONNECTIONS

Active Military Discounts Include:

No deposits < No application fee.

993-1030

EQUALHOUING 1515 Ennis Joslin

OPPORTUNITY

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY ROPKO INC.
Visit us at www.Ropko.com to view our floor plans
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AIRLINE

Over Weight?
We Can Help!

¢ 60 day supply of a prescription * Medical Consultation
appetite supressant Free Qlet menus
» 509% Off Vitamin BI2 Injections! ~ * Thyroid function test

C hensive Metabolic Panel
All of the above included for only : V?t?&riz ;T:ZWIijecetiinZ e

*120.00 * Average weight loss 10-14 Ibs. a month /-
Ask about our Referral Program & 4~

Diabetic?

£

www.internetmedicalclinics.com

Internet Medical Clinics

361-853-3559 ¢ 4646 Corona Dr., Suite 280, CC, TX
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AROUND THE BASE IN 2008

Welcome Home, Veterans!

On Jan. 21, the families of
MA2 Trevor Clarke and
| MAC Eric Teal gathered at
Bl Corpus Christi Inter-
national Airport to welcome
home their veterans
following a one-year
deployment to Iraq. (left)
Felicia, Rashawn and
Kiliyah Clarke excitedly
wait for MA2 Clarke to
|arrive. (right) Felicia
Clarke, MA2 Trevor
Clarke, Kiliyah, Rashawn,
MAC Eric Teal and wife,
_'__"_j Tracy, are happily reunited
after a long separation.

Photo by Barbie Baker, Base Ombudsman
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AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

Winging Ceremony - Jan. 25

Official party listed from left to

Photo by Hugh Lieck Event Ph

right: Bill Tinney, Corpus Christi
Chamber of Commerce Am-
bassador: Cmdr. Chin Van Dang,
NASCC Chaplain; Cmdr. Melvin
Bouboulis, CG Sector Corpus
Christi XO; Cmdr. Joe Shipley,
VT-31 CO; Lt. Col. Jon Ullmann,
VT-35 CO; Capt. David
Maynard, Commodore Training
Wing Four; Col. Thomas Clark,
MATSG-22 CO

Wingees listed alphabetically:
Ensign Brad Berthelotte; Ensign
Douglas Campbell; Ensign
Justin Caudle; Ensign Andrew
Gibbons; 2nd Lt. Robert
= Grundwald; Lt. j.g. Stephanie
| Kimmel; 1st Lt. David Masche;
1st Lt. Alec Messerall; Lt. j.g.
Christopher Mottino; 1st Lt.
Brandon Vetter; 1st Lt. Justin
Walstad; Ensign Thomas

e

wollt ©

R o
otography Younghans

NJROTC
Drill Meet

More than 800 cadets from
local NJROTC units
competed in a drill meet
hosted by Coast Guard Air
Station Corpus Christi on
Jan. 29. Flour Bluff High
School earned first place in
six of ten competition
| events, followed closely by
Aransas Pass High School,
which earned six second-
places and two first-places.
(top left) Flour Bluff High
School’s NJROTC

unit performs in the
rifle drill com-
petition. The school
holds eleven nat-
ional championship
titles over the past
13 years. (bottom
| left) NJROTC stu-
dents from Beeville
High School line
up for inspection in
the Coast Guard
hangar.

Photos by Lt. j.g. Caleb
Booher, Asst. Public
Affairs Officer

Cryptologic Technician Technical 1st Class (SW) Dino
Joe Gallegos was ceremoniously transferred to the
Fleet Reserve of the United States Navy Jan. 11 by
Captain R. B. Sorenson, Medical Corps, commanding
officer at Naval Hospital Corpus Christi after 20 years
of service. Gallegos received the Navy Commendation
Medal during the ceremony for meritorious service
as the command’s senior counselor for the Substance
Abuse Rehabilitation program.

Photo by Bill Love, NHCC Public Affairs Officer

An MV-22 Osprey from VMM-202 lands at Norpus Christi on Jan. 18. Two aircraft and their crews were available for tours to flight students during
the week. The MV-22 will replace Marine CH-46 helicopters in the near future.
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