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U.S. Naval Academy’s Men’s Glee Club to perform in Corpus Christi
The 75-member Men’s Glee

Club from the United States Naval
Academy in Annapolis, Md., will
drop anchor in Corpus Christi, TX
for a  performance on March 14  at
7:30 p.m. at the Corpus Christi Ca-
thedral, located at 505 N. Broad-
way. The Men’s Glee Club appears
as part of the Cathedral’s Annual
Artists Series. No tickets are re-
quired, but preferred seating is
available by calling 361-888-7444.

The Naval Academy’s Men’s
Glee Club is one of America’s pre-
mier choral groups. The program
will provide an evening of fine
music and entertainment featuring
sea chanties, barbershop harmony,
popular music of the past and
present, patriotic selections, mu-

by US Naval Academy Department of Music
sic of the theater and fine classi-
cal music.

The Men’s Glee Club is the
largest and most active musical
organization at the Academy, pre-
senting more than 100 perfor-
mances annually. In recent years,
the Glee Club has appeared on
several network television shows,
most notably “The Kennedy Cen-
ter Honors” (CBS), “Christmas in
Washington” (NBC and TNT),
NBC’s “The Today Show”, ABC’s
“Good Morning, America”, and
“The Early Show” on CBS.

The midshipmen also partici-
pate in annual performances of
Handel’s Messiah, which are tele-
vised nationally on PBS.

Among the more notable

The US Naval Academy’s Men’s Glee Club will perform on March 14 at the
Corpus Christi Cathedral. The concert is free, but preferred seating is available.
Men’s Glee Club  continued on  page 14

VT-35 wishes fair winds and following seas to Lt. Col. Ullmann
by Capt. Brad Shearin, USAF, VT-35 PAO

Lt. Col. Jon Ullmann passes command of his duties as VT-35
Commanding Officer during a ceremony on March. 6.

Cmdr. Mark Springer, new Stingray Commanding Officer,  is
piped aboard during the Change of Command ceremony.
VT-35 Change of Command continued on page 6
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*Double your down payment up to $2,000 on selected models - bring your W-2, we pay filing fee.

www.vwofcorpuschristi.com

2008 Volkswagen  New Beetle

2008 Volkswagen Passat

Sale $18,895+T,T&L

STK#8M096436

29 MPG

Sale $17,699T,T&L

STK#8M510112

Sale $23,895+T,T&L

STK#8E097245

VOLKSWAGEN CORPUS CHRISTI�

2002 VW Jetta Wagon – GLS, Roof, Power Pkg .......................$7,995
2001 VW Jetta – Automatic, P/W&L ..........................................$7,995
2003 Dodge Intrepid – 62K Miles, Alloys ..................................$7,995
2006 Chevy Aveo – 4 Dr. Red, Auto ............................................$7,995
2005 Dodge Neon – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C .......................................$8,998
2003 VW Passat Wagon – Pwr Pkg, Gas Saver ..........................$9,995
2003 Ford Ranger Edge – R/C, Auto, Red .................................$9,995
2004 Mazda 6 – Auto, 4 Dr, Clean, Gas Saver ............................$9,995
2005 Pontiac Grand Prix – 50K, Auto, Spoiler, Pwr Pkg ........$10,488
2005 Nissan Sentra – Auto, Gas Saver ......................................$10,995
2006 Chrysler Sebring – 4 Cyl, CD, Pwr Pkg .......................... $11,995
2007 Chevy Malibu LT – Loaded w/Alloys! ............................ $11,995
2003 VW Passat – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C ....................................... $11,995
2006 Isuzu I-280 – X-Cab P/U, P/S, P/B ...................................$12,395
2002 Dodge Ram 1500 – Crew, SLT, Loaded, 2-Tone Paint .....$12,995
2004 Toyota Camry – Spoiler, Wheels, Eye-Catcher ................$13,995

2002 Lincoln LS – Leather, Loaded ..........................................$13,995
2007 Chevrolet Impala – A/T, P/S, P/B, A/C ............................$14,995
2004 Land Rover Discovery ......................................................$15,995
2005 Chrysler Pacifica Touring – 25K Miles, Quads ..............$15,995 
2007 Kia Sedona – Family Van! ................................................$16,888
2007 VW Jetta – P/W, P/L, A/T .................................................$17,488
2001 BMW 525 – Ride In Luxury! ............................................$17,995
2004 Mazda RX-8 – Sporty, Leather, 6 Spd ..............................$17,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer Loaded ...........................$18,299
2003 BMW 325i – Auto, Roof, Sporty Sedan ............................$18,995
2007 VW Passat – Leather, Roof, Auto .....................................$18,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer, A/T, Leather Seats, Clean ...$18,988
2006 Ford F150 Crew Cab – XLT Trim, Nice ..........................$18,995
2007 Chrysler 300 – Leather, Alloys .........................................$20,595
2005 Lexus ES330 – Ultimate Luxury .......................................$21,995
2005 Chrysler 300C – Hemi, Fast! ............................................$22,995

2008 VW GTI 
3 to Choose From
$24,995

2003 VW Beetle 
Only 31K Miles; Stk. #023479A

$15,995

2008 Volkswagen Touareg

Sale $38,979+T,T&L

STK#8D040945

2008 Volkswagen Jetta

DOUBLE YOUR TAX
REFUND SALE

Bring In Your W-2 and Volkswagen/Porsche of CC Will Pay Your Filing Fee!

2004 Landrover Discovery 
Stk. #P1206

$16,995
2006 Audi A4 

Stk. #P1172
$22,995

*Highway EMG

29 MPG

MSRP $17,918; VWCC DISC $219 MSRP $19,179; VWCC DISC $284

28 MPG

MSRP $25,630; VWCC DISC $235; OWNER LOYALTY BONUS $1,500 MSRP $40,294; VWCC DISC $1,315

VOLKSWAGEN   CORPUS CHRISTI

*Highway EMG

•	 2.5L
•	 5	Spd.	Trans
•	 Power	Windows
•	 Power	Locks
•	 Speed	Control
•	 CD	Player
•	 Anti-Lock	Brakes
•	 iPod	Adapter
•	 MUCH	MORE!
STK#8M096436

•	 Auto	Trans
•	 Power	Windows
•	 Power	Locks
•	 Speed	Controls
•	 Leatherette	Seats
•	 Anti-Lock	Brakes
•	 MUCH	MORE!
STK#8M0510112

MSRP $17,918; VWCC Disc $219 MSRP $19,179; VWCC Disc $284

MSRP $25,630; VWCC Disc $235; Owner Loyalty Bonus $1,500 MSRP $40, 294; VWCC Disc $1,315

•	 2.5L
•	 6	Spd.	Auto	Trans
•	 Power	Windows
•	 Power	Locks
•	 Leatherette	Seats
•	 CD	Player
•	 Speed	Control
•	 Anti-Lock	Brakes
•	 iPod	Adapter
•	 MUCH	MORE!
STK#8E097245

•	 V6
•	 Auto	Trans
•	 Leatherette
•	 Power	Locks
•	 Speed	Control
•	 CD	Player
•	 Anti-Lock	Brakes
•	 CD
•	 MUCH	MORE!
STK#8D040945
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2003 Ford Ranger Edge – R/C, Auto, Red .................................$9,995
2004 Mazda 6 – Auto, 4 Dr, Clean, Gas Saver ............................$9,995
2005 Pontiac Grand Prix – 50K, Auto, Spoiler, Pwr Pkg ........$10,488
2005 Nissan Sentra – Auto, Gas Saver ......................................$10,995
2006 Chrysler Sebring – 4 Cyl, CD, Pwr Pkg .......................... $11,995
2007 Chevy Malibu LT – Loaded w/Alloys! ............................ $11,995
2003 VW Passat – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C ....................................... $11,995
2006 Isuzu I-280 – X-Cab P/U, P/S, P/B ...................................$12,395
2002 Dodge Ram 1500 – Crew, SLT, Loaded, 2-Tone Paint .....$12,995
2004 Toyota Camry – Spoiler, Wheels, Eye-Catcher ................$13,995

2002 Lincoln LS – Leather, Loaded ..........................................$13,995
2007 Chevrolet Impala – A/T, P/S, P/B, A/C ............................$14,995
2004 Land Rover Discovery ......................................................$15,995
2005 Chrysler Pacifica Touring – 25K Miles, Quads ..............$15,995 
2007 Kia Sedona – Family Van! ................................................$16,888
2007 VW Jetta – P/W, P/L, A/T .................................................$17,488
2001 BMW 525 – Ride In Luxury! ............................................$17,995
2004 Mazda RX-8 – Sporty, Leather, 6 Spd ..............................$17,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer Loaded ...........................$18,299
2003 BMW 325i – Auto, Roof, Sporty Sedan ............................$18,995
2007 VW Passat – Leather, Roof, Auto .....................................$18,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer, A/T, Leather Seats, Clean ...$18,988
2006 Ford F150 Crew Cab – XLT Trim, Nice ..........................$18,995
2007 Chrysler 300 – Leather, Alloys .........................................$20,595
2005 Lexus ES330 – Ultimate Luxury .......................................$21,995
2005 Chrysler 300C – Hemi, Fast! ............................................$22,995

2008 VW GTI 
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2003 VW Beetle 
Only 31K Miles; Stk. #023479A
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2008 Volkswagen Touareg
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2008 Volkswagen Jetta

DOUBLE YOUR TAX
REFUND SALE

Bring In Your W-2 and Volkswagen/Porsche of CC Will Pay Your Filing Fee!

2004 Landrover Discovery 
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2008 Volkswagen Jetta 2008 Volkswagen New Beetle
29 MPG29 MPG

$229 per month
All	payments	based	
on	20%	down	plus	
TTL.	4.9	APR	with	
approved	credit.	
72	months

T,T&L

$239 per month
All	payments	based	on	
20%	down	plus	TTL.	
4.9	APR	with	approved	
credit.	72	months

T,T&L

T,T&L
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down	plus	TTL.	4.9	APR	with	
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2008 Volkswagen Passat
28 MPG
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SALE SALE
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Selling your Car or Home? Need room-mates?  Looking for furniture? 
No matter what you need to sell, Military and Department of Defense 
personnel can place a FREE, non-commercial,  advertisement in the 
Wingspan classified sections.
There is also a Lost and Found section for pets, jewelry, and other 
items. In 25 words or less, write your advertisement and email to:  
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com or fax to (361) 884-9019 by 03/19 
for the 03/27 issue. Please indicate whether you are Military of DoD 
Personnel. There is a new issue every two weeks.
 
No PHONE CALLS PLEASE.

2

Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE 
Base Catholic Chapel   
Sunday Mass  - 8:30 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.) 
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

Wingspan
NAS Corpus Christi

“Exceeding Expectations Through 
Pride In Performance”

Commanding Officer
Capt. T.E. Coolidge

Public Affairs Officer
Robert D. Torres

Assistant Public Affairs Officer
Lt. j.g. Caleb H. Booher

 Editor
Anne Booher

Wingspan is an authorized publication for members of 
the military services, civilian personnel and their families. 
Its contents do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. 
Government, the Department of Defense, Department of 
the Navy or the Department of the Army, and do not imply 
endorsement thereof.

Wingspan is published every other week by D.J. Young 
Publishing, 3601 Tripoli,  Corpus Christi, Texas 78415, a 
private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Navy, under 
exclusive written contract with Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi, Texas.

The editorial content is prepared, edited and provided by 
the Public Affairs Office of Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, 
Texas.  Stories and photos not otherwise attributed are written 
by the Wingspan staff.  The address is: Commanding Officer, 
NAS Corpus Christi, Attn:  Wingspan, 11001 D St. Suite 143, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, 78419-5021. All news releases should 
be sent to the above address.  Please call (361) 961-2674 for 
deadline information. 

The appearance of advertising in this newspaper, including 
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by 
the Department of Defense, the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army, 
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, or D.J. Young Publishing, 
of the products and services advertised. Everything advertised 
in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, politi-
cal affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, 
user or patron. If a violation or rejection of this equal op-
portunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from that source until the 
violation is corrected.

To advertise in Wingspan, please call D.J. Young Publish-
ing at (361) 774-4162.
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Chaplain’s Message
by Cmdr. Chin Van Dang, NASCC Chaplain

Skipper’s Column
by Capt. Timothy Coolidge

Legal Corner
by Lt. Candice Albright, JAGC, USN

Easter - The season to care

Where to look for God

Use and abuse of Powers of Attorney

Captain continued on page 14

Coolidge

Navy Legal sees service members from
every service branch and every rating come
through our doors for the most popular docu-

ment generated by our
office: the Power of At-
torney (POA). I have
seen some things go
terribly wrong despite
a service member’s
best efforts to plan
ahead for deployment
or a Permanent Change
of Station due to mis-
use of this document.

When preparing
for deployment, a PCS,
or even just a trip with

the family, it is important to ensure that your
family, property and finances are in good
hands while you are away. This is where the
POA comes in and can be very helpful. On

the other hand, if you are not careful, a POA
can cause a major financial headache. This
document serves a vital purpose and should
be used, but preventing abuse is up to you.

There are two types of POA’s: general
and special. If you give someone a general
power of attorney, then you have authorized
that person to do almost anything you could
do yourself; i.e., pay bills, open a new credit
card, or sign your name to a contract. Our
legal office drafts general POA’s, but also asks
questions of the individual to ensure he or
she understands the importance of the docu-
ment. However, we discourage the use of gen-
eral POA’s if, in our opinion, a special POA
will adequately meet your needs.

Why do we ask these questions? It’s
simple: our office has seen too many cases of
abuse of general POA’s by people the ser-
vice member thought he or she could trust.
For example: You give your family member or

friend a general power of attorney to “take
care of things” while you are on deployment.
He or she is now your agent, also known as
your “attorney-in-fact.” Your agent uses the
POA to cash your check, pay bills and take
care of things around the house; all things
that you asked him or her to do. But then,
your agent sees a car he or she wants to buy.
Your agent has poor credit, but you have great
credit, so your agent goes down to the local
auto dealer, picks out a car, shows them your
POA and before you know it, you have co-
signed a new car loan. Unfortunately, this
does actually happen. We hope that the per-
son or organization accepting the POA would
be suspicious of anyone - even a spouse -
using a POA in such a manner. Therefore, it is
on you to prevent this from happening by
using a special POA instead of a general POA.

Legal continued on page 16

Dang

A teacher is walking around the play-
ground during recess. He spots a group
of boys down on their knees.  Alarmed,
the teacher rushes over to them and asks,
“What do you think you’re doing?”
“Shootin’ craps,” says one boy. “Oh,
thank God,” says the teacher, “I thought
you were praying.”

More than a hundred years ago,
many people were indignant at Church
leaders who spoke out against slavery.
It was understood that the Church should
talk about God, but not about political
and economic issues. This was despite
the fact that slavery did have to do with
how we treat one another.

Today, we hear similar complaints
when religion comes too close to real-
life issues. Some people want the Church

to take a strong, public, and specific
stand on prayer in school and morality,
but to shy away from topics that are more
political or controversial; others think
these topics are personal and private, not
meant to be addressed by the Church at
all.

People say so often, “I don’t want to
get involved.” The Church community
sometimes hears, “You should stick to
God and not get involved in politics.”
The temptation is there to deal only with
abstractions, to think that religion has
mostly to do with saying prayers and tak-
ing care of ourselves and worshiping
God.

Sometimes the temptation is to think
that Lent is only about how we can make
ourselves better as individuals, rather

than developing a
personal commit-
ment to God dur-
ing those 40 days.

We miss God
as He speaks to us
in the events and
people of ordinary
l ife  and need to
look for the Lord in
day-to-day living;
both in the chal-
lenges  we  face ,
and in the people who are around us. The
family that struggles to stay close to-
gether, the parents who are trying to do
what is best for their children, young

Chaplain continued on page 16

A lot of you will agree with me that it seems
that days are going by faster since the New
Year. Just the other day, we celebrated the holi-
days, then ran the Wounded Warrior Run, ex-

ecuted a controlled burn
on the airfield, and on
March 15, we will be sup-
porting the Wounded
Warrior bicycle race.

Some of our
nation’s finest will par-
ticipate in the two-seg-
ment race; the first be-
ing 25 miles and the sec-
ond, 40 miles. More than
30 cyclists from Brooke
Army Medical Center
(BAMC) in San Antonio

will start the race outside the North Gate at 11:30
a.m. Some of these service members have taken
horrible wounds in their quest to keep our coun-
try free.  We’ll have cyclists here from across
the country! Of course, we will have plenty of
local cyclists and volunteers participating, as
well.

It makes me proud to live in a country where
those who serve are being shown the respect
and appreciation they richly deserve. Our local
community has embraced our service members
and is not afraid to show they care. And that’s
what this Easter season is all about.

For Christians, Easter is the holiest of sea-
sons, followed only by Christmas. Maybe that’s
why so many things seem to happen in the 40
days of the Lenten season. This season the
days came early with Easter Sunday being cel-
ebrated on March 23. That’s the earliest it’s been
in many years. And this year, there seems to be
a resurgence of patriotism and support, both in
religion and our military.

One priest mentioned that this year, people
are being generous in the collection plate and
parishioners are inclined to be even more gen-
erous in contributing to the community. We’re
taking care of our neighbors.

This will all come up again as we kickoff
the Navy Marine Corps Relief Society’s annual
fund drive. Tambi Parker, our NMCRS Director,
is asking for your help so that she and her brave
band of volunteers can help others. NMCRS

has been around since the beginning of 1903.
Monetarily, the Society has provided more than
$1.1 billion to our service members and their
families in their time of need. I urge you to con-
sider supporting the Society, because their mis-
sion is to help us and our families in time of
need.

I can’t tell you how many hours Tambi and
her crew spent with military families during the
hurricanes a couple years ago. I just know that
a lot of our Sailors and their families who needed
help got it. The NMCRS has also added a new
program that allows qualified Sailors to receive
up to $300 for emergencies in just minutes.

While I’m encouraging everyone’s sup-
port of NMCRS, I must also caution you to take
a hard look at your own finances before making
a contribution. If you have some discretionary
income and are moved to give a donation, that’s
great! If you can’t, that’s okay, too. Perhaps
giving some time to volunteer is another way
you can contribute.

Albright

Lighten Up for Spring
Hi-lights

50%
Off

Boutique Du Jour
Expires 03/31/08

*First time clients only

855-2323
www.boutiquedujour.com

1220 Airline (next to Toys  ‘R Us)
Tuesday - Friday Only

*

Saturday, March 22nd

•  Upgrade    •  Repair
• Custom Built Computers
• Wireless and LAN  
 Network Support

CALL Mike Westergren
Office: 361-334-9543  

Mobile: 361-290-9049
email: michaelwestergren@gmail.com

DEPENDABLE SERVICE AT 
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE

DEPENDABLE COMPUTERS

New Corpus Christi customers can save nearly 35% 
off the incumbent provider's standard monthly 
rate. Check out the savings and sign up online at  
http://powershed.joinambit.com
Learn more about Texas energy deregulation at 
http://powershed.energy526.com

Ambit Energy Lowers  
Rates In Texas !
New Lone Star Gold  

Month-to-Month Rate Plan  
Offers Our Lowest Rates Ever!

Bill Shedd
Independent Ambit Energy Consultant

sheddwks@yahoo.com  •  210 722-2438

Shear Heaven Pet Spaw

Fancy Clips • Scissor Clips   
Breed Clips  •  Shave Downs  

Professional 
Services

Professional
 Results

3 groomers with more than  
35 years combined experience.

Open Tues - Sat - 9-5
618 NAS Drive - Flour Bluff

Call 945-0392 for an appointment
Teri Markowsky  •  Donna Molohon  •  Janiel Hayes

U.S. NAVAL SEA CADET CORPS

WHO CAN JOIN?
League Cadets - ages 11 to 13

Sea Cadets - ages 13 to 17
Adult Volunteers 

WHAT DO SEA CADETS DO?
Monthly Weekend Drills
10-14 Day Boot Camp

Summer & Holiday Advanced Training 
With Navy / Coast Guard / Marines 
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WWW.SeaCadetRegion85.org 

HOW TO PLACE A FREE CLASSIFIED AD IN THE  
March 27, 2008 issue Of WINGSPAN

For your Convenience Wingspan is 
available at the following  

off-base locations:

Black Diamond Oyster Bar
7202 S. Padre Island Drive

Boutique Du Jour Salon & Spa
1220 Airline Road

Cancun Mexican  & Seafood Restaurant
9605 S. Padre Island Drive

Citko’s Deli
2765 Santa Fe

The Crab Store
9842 S. Padre Island Drive

Flour Bluff Chevron
NAS Drive & S. P. I. D.

Floyd’s Christian Restaurant
9502 S. Padre Island Drive

Office of Dr. Gregory S. Fossum, DDS PC
9301 S. Padre Island Drive

George’s Seafood & Steaks Restaurant
10210 S. Padre Island Drive

The Hanger
501 NAS Drive

Rod’s Place
338 Naval Air Station Drive

Nancy’s Wireless
4455 S. Padre Island Drive

Navy/Army Federal Credit Union
9552 S.P.I.D. at Flour Bluff Drive

Navy Federal Credit Union
1536  Wildcat, Portland

Red Roof Inn
6805 S. Padre Island Drive

Szechuan Chinese Restaurant
9440 S. Padre Island Drive

Sun Harvest
1440 Airline Road

VA Clinic
5283 Old Brownsville Road

New GOODWILL Store open at 10209 S. Padre Island Drive!

• 60 Days of Appetite Suppressants  
(controls hunger & regulates mood)

• 60 Days Diuretics (as medically indicated)
• 30 Days of Lipotropic (fat metabolizing) vitamins
• Kidney, Liver and Thyroid screening
• Choice of 1st free injection (B-12 or Lipo-Den)
• Referral program available  •  Fully bi-lingual staff

BELLWETHER WEIGHT LOSS CENTER
5525 S. STAPLES (Enclave Professional Center)

TX8

YOU’D TAKE AN OATH TO GET IT.

CAR INSURANCE

SO
GOOD

Military discounts not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees Insurance Co.
GEICO General Insurance Co. • GEICO Indemnity Co. • GEICO Casualty Co. • These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire

Hathaway Inc. • GEICO auto insurance is not available in Mass. GEICO, Washington, DC 20076. © 2006 GEICO

You don’t lead an ordinary life. The last thing you need is ordinary car insurance.

That’s why GEICO offers our military customers simple payment plans, 24-hour

service,vehicle storage options and storage protection plans, whether you store it

yourself or on base.

For seventy years, GEICO has been serving the special needs of the 

special people who serve our country. We’re ready to do it for you.

Call our local office – coverage available by phone.

(361) 992-4955 | 6410 S. Padre Island Dr. | Corpus Christi
Next to Penske Truck Rental

Are YOU Ready 
For Your PRT?

RN
on	site! Call 985-6060
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Barney Bryant is an 84-year-old veteran of
two wars who recently wrecked his Honda 250
motorcycle. However, that’s not the only un-
usual thing about Bryant. After two aviation
careers spanning more than three decades, one
in the Navy and one with the FAA, Bryant is
not what you would expect. The highest rank
this Naval Aviator ever held was Ensign, and
he retired with his gold wings as a Navy Chief.

Between 1916 and 1947, more than 5,000
enlisted Sailors, Marines and Coastguardsmen
went through the Enlisted Flight Training Pro-
gram and were designated Naval Aviation Pi-
lots (NAP). During WWII, 20 percent of Naval
Aviators were recruited from the enlisted ranks,
and many went on to receive commissions.

Bryant was 17 years old in 1940 when he
dropped out of high school and enlisted in the
US Navy. He was an Ordinanceman Third Class
on a PBM, flying submarine patrols in the Car-
ibbean, when he first heard about Sailors be-
coming pilots.

“Our [first mechanic] said, ‘This is my last
flight, I’m leaving’,” Bryant said. “Well, nobody
got orders out! I asked him, ‘What do you mean
you’re leaving?’ He told me, ‘I’m going to flight
school, going to be a pilot.’ I didn’t know you
could do that. He said all he did was ask for it.”

So Bryant asked. Two years later, after
countless hours in Piper Cubs, N2Ss and N3Ns,
he graduated flight training and received his
Wings of Gold.

“There were so many of us,” said Bryant.

Blue Jacket pilot: Barney Bryant remembers his Naval Aviation career
by Lt. j.g. Caleb Booher, Asst. Public Affairs Officer

“Two hundred and fifty guys got their wings
the same day. It was a big deal. And they asked
us, ‘How many of the AP’s want commissions?’
I held up my hand and there it was.

“Dad had always wanted me to go to col-
lege and be a doctor or a lawyer,” Bryant con-
tinued. His father had grown up on a farm with
eleven siblings. “None of them went to
school…And I thought maybe that would help
make it up to Dad.”

So, in the summer of 1945, without even a
high school diploma, Bryant earned his Wings
of Gold and a temporary Navy commission.

Bryant and two other new Ensigns went to
Saipan with a PBM squadron, but the duty was
not as exciting as they had expected. “We didn’t
have any duties, no flying,” he said. “When we
flew, the plane commander flew the airplane and
we either sat in the copilot seat or at the nav
table.”

Not long afterward, the Navy gave the tem-
porary commissions a choice: agree to extend
for one year maximum, resign, or revert to their
previously held enlisted rank and rate.

Rather than continue doing nothing as
ensigns, said Bryant, “three of us, all bull en-
signs, resigned. The skipper was madder than
hell.”

Bryant immediately reenlisted as an Avia-
tion Pilot First Class (AP1c) and went on to fly
just about every airframe the Navy had to offer.

“The best time I had,” he said, “was prob-
ably at [Utility Squadron Four] from ’55 to ’58

when I came back to Cor-
pus Christi. I was an instru-
ment check pilot, flying
seven types of aircraft, two
or three in the same day.”

He remembered a par-
ticular check ride he gave to
a lieutenant junior grade
when he cut one engine and
had him prepare for an emer-
gency landing. “He hadn’t
flown multi-engine before.
Boy, he got right on top of
it. Got it all set up…then he
called for the [landing] gear
and I cut the other engine
on him,” he said with a big
laugh.

“About six months
later, he pulled me aside and
said, ‘Thanks, Barney!’ For
what? ‘Well I was about 200
miles out to sea, working the
ship and brought her back
in on one engine. If you
hadn’t given me that check
ride, I’d be rolled up in a ball
on the end of the runway
right now’.”

Bryant laughed hard
as he recalled the inci-

Bryant cont. on page 12

Naval Aviation Pilot First Class (NAP1c) Barney
Bryant is one of 5,000 Sailors, Marines and
Coastguardsmen recruited from the enlisted ranks to
complete flight school from 1916 to 1947.
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CLASSIFIEDS

SERVICES
Experienced, mature house keeper - Will 
clean your home, condo or office. Referenc-
es. 361-806-2929.

Need UNLIMITED MINUTES on your 
cellphone? Need one set price per 
month to fit  your budget?

BOOST   UNLIMITED   
$45 per mo. FIRST MONTH FREE! 
Phones starting at $99.99
Nancy’s Wireless - Call 857-0100

HOUSE FOR RENT:  Beautiful 3/2/2 1640 
sq. ft., 5425 Armstrong.  Big yard, new 
carpet and paint. Dogs okay. $1225/
month. Mike 361.441.8557.

HomES FoR REnt

LOOKING for Two LOYAL FRIENDS
Come visit the Gulf Coast Humane 
Society, we have 100’s of wonderful 
puppies, dogs, kittens and cats that 

will be your loyal friend.  
Give two of them a loving 
home and while you are 
away they will have each 
other.  3118 Cabaniss 
Parkway, Corpus Christi, 

361-225-0845   If your home if full 
with all the loving friends you can 
properly raise, please remember that 
the Gulf Coast Humane Society needs 
your help, all donations are greatly 
appreciated.

 WANT A NEW HOME?
Call- 361-993-6264 Be Your Own Build-
er® Save Thousands® Be in control. We 
can help with subs & financing. If you have 
credit problems, “It is not what it is but 
what it could be” We can help. 

FOR SALE - 1998 HONDA ST1100 Motor-
cycle, well maintained, only 10185 miles, 
great commuter or just plain fun for one, 
lots of extras, $4800.00 OBO.  
Call 361-949-5101. 

Gun For Sale - H&K 91, .308 cal, preban, 
four 20-round mags and one 5-round 
mag, 100+ rounds of ammo: $3,000. 
361 946-2844.

Golf Course Views
Country Club Lifestyle

Prestigious Ocean Drive
Location…Location…Location

Upscale Ocean Drive
Enjoy the Lifestyle

A Great Place to Call Home
Bring Your Family

Country Club Manor Apartments
5402 Saratoga Blvd.

Corpus Christi, TX 78413
361-991-2504

Ocean Palms Apartments
4325 Ocean Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-852-2631

Bay Tree Ocean Drive Apartments
4645 Ocean Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-991-4164

Alameda Apartments
4422 S. Alameda St.

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-992-6578

Miltary
Discounts

From
$615

From
$564

From
$695

From
$615

Apartment Living

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ResoRt by the sea
An Ocean Drive address you can afford.  
Live on the water!

4242 Ocean Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411

FEATURES
• Two sparkling pools
• Covered parking
• Private lighted fishing pier
• Floorplans from 584 to 1329 sq. ft.
• Washer/dryer* connections

361-853-0871

• Elevators in five-story buildings
• 10x16 storage units available
• Ceiling fan/decorator colors
• 5% discounts on miltary, medical, law enforcement
* In select plans

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

1 bedroom/1 bath 
2 bedroom/1 bath
2 bedroom/2 bath 
3 bedroom/2 bath

Prices starting
 at $540

Affordable Rents with 1 Month Free
(12 Month Lease)

Stop by today and reserve your  
new home by the sea!

Charles C. smith
Attorney at Law

Former Judge Advocate US Navy

• Personal Injury
• Car Accidents
• Divorce
• Bankruptcy 7 - 13
• Child Custody
• Merit System Protection Board
• Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

William a. Thau iii, P.C.

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., SuIte A-101 • CORPuS ChRIStI  
(361) 937-5513  •  toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly

HORSEBOARDING for two horses in Flour 
Bluff. Two stalls in barn with pastures 
available, secure and private location.  
Partial or full care options.  Call 361-939-
8241.

FREE lost or found ad in the March 
27th issue of Wingspan
e-mail wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com or 
fax 361-884-9019. Did you find a pet … 
lose a pet … found a piece of jewelry … lost 
a piece of jewelry.

HOW TO PLACE A PAID CLASSIFIED 
AD IN THE March 13, 2008 issue Of 
WINGSPAN

$.50 per word – with a 24 word 
minimum.  Email your copy for the ad 
– exactly as you want it to appear to 
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com  or 
fax to 361-884-9019  by 03/19/08.  
Then call our office, 361-884-0816 
with your credit card or debit card 
number.  We do not invoice classified 
ads.
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The top military commander in Iraq gave
some insight on March 2 into his thoughts as
he prepares to report to President Bush and
Congress in April.

Army Gen. David H. Petraeus, commander
of Multi-National Force - Iraq, spoke with re-
porters accompanying Navy Adm. Mike Mullen,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who is
visiting the country.

“The security trend lines all are favorable,”
the general said. “Attacks have continued to
go down. We’ve had a five-month period con-
sistently of a level of attacks we’ve not seen
since spring of 2005. This past week was the
fourth-lowest since October 2004.”

Petraeus and U.S. Ambassador to Iraq Ryan
C. Crocker will explain why they believe attacks
have come down when they report to the presi-
dent and Congress.

The general said he is encouraged by the
statistics and what he sees around the country.
“In fact, the level of attacks has come down in
recent weeks below a level we thought might
be the ‘irreducible minimum,’” he said.

Petraeus said he also will address the
progress Iraqi security forces have made. “The
Iraqi surge of 2007 was well over 100,000,” he
said citing the growth of the nation’s Army and
police force. “Added to that is the 90,000 Sons
of Iraq – the concerned local citizens – who
have added considerably. (These forces are)
substantially ‘thickening’ our forces.”

In formulating his recommendations, the
general will also consider Iraqi civilian deaths.
“If your focus is on securing the people, then it
is a metric you have to pay attention to, and we

do,” he said.
Crocker will lay out the developments in

the political arena and describe the laws that
have passed over the past couple of months.
The ambassador will also talk about the poten-
tial for provincial elections in the fall and de-
scribe the economic situation.

The general will lay out his recommenda-
tions “for the process by which we’ll assess
conditions in the wake of the drawdown of the
surge brigade combat teams.” The drawdown
of the original surge forces is set to end in July.
He will also explain the factors he will consider
in making recommendations on subsequent
withdrawals.

The way ahead in Iraq will not be easy, the
general said. “Each day something bad hap-
pens,” he said. “(But) the relative degree of the
bad news tends to be less.”

The number of car bomb attacks has
dropped, but there is a slight increase in sui-
cide-vest attacks. Al Qaeda is having a tough
time building car bombs and then getting them
through checkpoints, Petraeus explained, but
suicide vests are transportable and are now
being handed to women.

The command has already drawn down a
brigade combat team and a Marine expedition-
ary unit. Another brigade combat team will leave
the country this month. Petraeus said the com-
mand will “thin out” Coalition forces as this
occurs, and “not just hand off an area com-
pletely to Iraqi forces.”

“We will maintain a sufficient footprint with

Petraeus continued on page 15

General Petraeus describes factors
affecting Iraq assessment in April

U.S. Army General David H. Petraeus appears before Congress in 2007 to
give his assessment of progress in Iraq. According to the general, attacks
have consistently gone down over the past year.

by Jim Garamone, American Forces Press Service

Ph
ot

o 
av

ai
la

bl
e 

by
 p

ub
lic

 d
om

ai
n

4 17

Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

Get ready for game nights! The Pizza Sub Pub is
undergoing some changes in the near future to become
a Sports Pub and needs your help for a new name! If
you’re military, a DoD civilian, Contractor, or depen-
dent 18 years and older, of NAS Corpus Christi or its
tenant commands, you can enter your suggestion.

The contest began on March 1, but you’ve got
until 4 p.m. on March 31 to get your ideas in. Visit the
Pizza Sub Pub, on D Street in front of the NEX, or the
MWR building and complete your entry form. In addi-
tion to choosing the new name, you can also provide a

brief marketing con-
cept and logo sketch to
complement. Winners will be required to
execute and return an affidavit of liability
release and a publicity release.

The Grand Prize winner will receive two
2008 Season Pass Tickets to the Corpus
Christi Hooks Baseball Team. For full rules
and regulations or if you have any questions,
please contact MWR at (361) 961-2267.

Name the NASCC
Sports Pub Contest

See pages 18
ORTHODONTIC
EVALUATION

FREE
• 0 Down Payment
• $88.00 Per Month

WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

EXAM &
X-RAYS
$1900
WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

TOOTH WHITENING
$19900

WITH COUPON

We Cater To  
Cowards
With Bad  

Breath and  
Crooked Teeth

• Gentle Family Dentistry
• Financial Arrangements
• Delta Dental & United Concordia
• Medicaid Accepted
• Non-Surgical Gum Treatment

Pleasing You Is Our Primary Concern

SUNRISE MALL
FAMILY DENTAL CENTER

994-GUMS (4867)

Evening and Saturday  
appointments available

Dr. Scott Barton  

2 7/16” x 2 3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir
Corpus Christi, Tx  78415

361-854-2278

2150 W. Wheeler
Aransas Pass, Tx 78336

361-758-5199

(also located in Calallen and Alice)

1700 Wildcat, Ste.#C
Portland, Tx  78374

361-643-8243

Humpal Physical Therapy
& Sports Medicine Centers
www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

•  Comprehensive Physical Therapy Outpatient Treatment
•  Provider for Champus, ChampVA, and TRICARE
•  Aquatic Therapy in Large Indoor Pools
•  Free Injury Screening

Serving NASCC since 1967…

Visit www.grouponecc.com
 (search all properties)

Homes for Sale

Being relocated? For excellent service,  
let us put you in touch with one of our 

 “Leading Real Estate Companies of the 
World” in your new location.

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Properties for Lease
Some offering military discounts

124 Fulton  Portland  3/2/2 ................. $1400
5718 Crestgrove 3/2/2 ...........................$895
2725 Santa Fe B  2/2.5/1 ......................$865
133 Lake Shore 3/2.5/1 ....................... $1450
13656 Teague Lane #23  2/2/2 crpt .......$825
4000 Surfside #802  1/1 .......................$895
4000 Surfside #360 (Las Brisas)  2/1 ... $1200
618 Botsford  1/1/1 ..............................$550

Serving NASCC since 1986

5034 Holly Road • Corpus Christi, TX 78411

Lora specializes in Military  
relocation as her 26 years of  

military life offer a unique insight 
and understanding of the com-

plexities and frustrations of relo-
cating and home ownership.

Lora Marksbury
Military Relocation Specialist

Please call me today.
Office..(361) 992-9231  

or (800) 825-5050
Cell Phone - (361) 533-8648

E-Mail: lmarksbury@corpuschristi-homes.com

If you are considering a move- or 
know of someone who is - I can help.

PACESETTER STEEL REALTORS

• •

• •

We say YES when others say No

SPECIALIZING 
in

100% Financing
(no money down)

100% Financing
CFIC has 
many pro-
grams that 
allow bor-
rowers to 

go to the table with absolutely 
“no Money Down”. The days 
of needing 10-20% down are 
a thing of the past.

FHA/VA
FHA and VA loans 
allow borrowers even 
with not-so-perfect 
credit purchase new 
homes with No-Mon-
ey-Down and still 
maintain an excellent 
interest rate.

Investors
Most inves-
tors still use 
convention-
al loans. 
This is in 
most cases 

not the correct decision. Please 
contact one of our Loan Officers 
to discuss alternative financing.

Renters
Most rent-
ers are con-
vinced they 
cannot qual-
ify to buy a 
home. Guess 

what? Most are wrong. Let us help 
you purchase a place of your very 
own.

ASSIST 2 SELL 
Desi Laurel
Realtor/Owner

(Veteran)
361-739-6159

6601 Everhart • D3 
Corpus Christi, TX 78413

Van Dyk Mortgage
Troy Perkins
361-334-7903

6601 Everhart • D3
Corpus Christi, TX 78413

WELCOME SELLERS and BUYERS

Featured Services
FHA/VA Approved  •  Debt Consolidation

Cash Money Out
Same Day Pre-Qualification

BAD credit OK

We say YES when others say No
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Ask Dr. Garcia

A:::::

Q::::: My husband and I both
have full-time jobs. What are
the effects on child de-

velopment when both parents work?

Since the 1970’s,  an in-
creasing number of mothers,
particularly of preschool chil-
dren, have been entering the

labor market. As mothers spend more time
on the job and less in the home, family
roles and patterns of functioning are
changing.

In answering your question, it boils
down to the similarity between the roles
of the mother and father, parental atti-
tudes toward the dual-earner arrange-
ment and the mother’s satisfaction with
her work, and the relationship between
parent and child.

With regards to role models, when
children more often see both of their par-
ents as providing for the family and as
participating actively in family and
childrearing tasks, the stereotypical roles
of the breadwinner father and homemak-
ing mother begin to fade away.

One researcher has noted, however,
that although father participation in-
creases in dual-career families, currently
mothers are still doing most of the child
care and housework. According to one
recent estimate, men’s contributions
have decreased by about a third since
the 1970’s.

Working mothers report that time is
their scarcest and most valued resource.
A number of investigators found that
working mothers and their school-aged
children complain that mothers have too
little time to spend with their children.
However, greater father involvement may
compensate for some of these problems.
In both dual-earner and single-earner
families, high father involvement is as-
sociated with higher IQ and achievement
test scores, as well as with greater social
maturity, in children.

There is some more good news. One
study found no relationship between ma-
ternal employment and children’s devel-
opment from infancy to age 12 and con-
cluded that no hidden effects were asso-
ciated with mothers’ working outside the
home. In this same study, the children of
both mothers who were full-time home-
makers and mothers who worked outside
the home were similar in cognitive, socio-
emotional, academic, motivational, and
behavioral domains from infancy through
adolescence.

The attitudes of both parents toward
the dual-earner arrangement and the
mother’s satisfaction with her work tend
to modify the effects of maternal employ-
ment on children. If the working mother

obtains personal satisfaction from em-
ployment, if she does not experience ex-
cessive guilt about being away from her
children, and if she has adequate house-
hold arrangements to prevent her from be-
ing stressed by dual-role demands, she
may be as good or better than a home-
making mother.

One study found that mothers who
derive a sense of satisfaction and self-
efficacy from their homemaking role and
working mothers who enjoy their employ-
ment both show more positive relations
with their husbands and with their chil-
dren than unhappy homemakers who
would like to be employed.

Some ev idence  ind ica tes  tha t
childrearing practices of working moth-
ers may differ from those of homemaking
mothers. Unless they feel guilty about
leaving their children in order to work,
employed mothers encourage their chil-
dren to become self-sufficient and inde-
pendent and to assume responsibility for
household tasks at an earlier age. Early
independence training may lead children
to a higher motivation for achievement
and performance.

On the other hand, maternal employ-
ment is associated with less supervision
and monitoring of school-age children.
This has adverse consequences for boys,
such as lower school performance, behav-
ior problems, and an increase in mother-
child conflict. For both boys and girls,
lack of supervision is associated with
earlier dating behavior, precocious sexu-
ality, and greater susceptibility to peer
pressure.

Despite many predictions to the con-
trary, studies indicate that with adequate
alternative child care and job satisfaction,
maternal employment does not usually
have detrimental effects on children.

    Dr. Garcia is the owner of the Healing
Institute for Marriage and Family
Counseling.
    If you have a question for Dr. Garcia, please
email:trobuadour55@hotmail.com or call
(361) 814-4556.

Garcia

The special POA is very strict in its lan-
guage and authorizes your agent to do only
a specified act, such as maintain, use and reg-
ister your car or ship household goods. The
special POA is shorter, less convoluted and
very clear about what the agent can and can-
not do. This is in contrast to some general
POA’s, long documents which use language
that may confuse a third-party considering
acceptance. No matter their confusion, if the
third party, in good faith, takes the general
POA as your consent to the transaction, then
you are most likely going to be liable to that
third party despite your protests.

You can use a special POA for anything
that a general POA would cover and without
most of the risk of abuse of power that ac-
companies a general POA. However, if you
are still considering a general POA, then ask
yourself the following about your potential

Legal continued from page 2

Chaplain continued from page 2
people who are searching for where their
lives are leading them, are not just en-
gaged in mere human activities. They are
doing things which are deeply religious.
It is in these things of real life that they
can look for and find God, for He is al-
ways available.

The mayor of a big city had the repu-
tation of being hard to contact, by tele-
phone and especially by personal inter-

agent: have I known my agent for less than
one year? Does my agent have a history of
credit problems, financial issues, forgery or
theft? Am I having marital problems or is a
divorce in the future?

If you answer “yes” to any of the above
questions, you need to sit down with an at-
torney and discuss your options for a POA.
We all love and trust our spouses, families
and friends to act in our best interest. How-
ever, sometimes they act selfishly and the
consequences can be disastrous. The use of
general POA’s can be very helpful, but some-
times the abuse of them is just not worth the
hassle and a special POA is a better avenue.

If you have any questions or would like
to learn more about powers of attorney, please
contact the Legal Office at (361) 961-3765,
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed from
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.

view. One day a city official, feeling he
had important business brushed past the
receptionist, and headed for the mayor’s
inner sanctum. The young lady at the
desk shouted, “You can’t speak to His
Honor now.”  Over his shoulder the visi-
tor growled back, “Young lady, I talk to
God twice a day and he listens to me. I
can certainly talk to the mayor.” He got
his interview.

Southside Special Offer

Call 361-765-9671  
Put my experience to 

work for you  
www.travisscollier.com

Everyone gets a closet & a bedroom of their own in this 4 bedroom, 2 bath first-owner special 
in Royal Creek Estates. This brick home was built in 2005, and has over 1900 square feet 
of living area. Numerous features include tiled common rooms, stainless steel appliances, 
granite countertops & island, 2 dining areas, custom cabinetry & moulding, recessed ceilings 
in Den & master bedroom, & split tub/shower in master bath with two sinks. Front loading 
washer & dryer convey for $2000; deep freezer & shed all convey with a reasonable offer.

Sign up now for “The Corpus Report”
my take on the market, and what you need to do to survive the 
downturn. Email me now at traviscollier@kw.com for the first issue!

USA Freedom Realtors & Lending
“Honesty, Integrity & Pride”

5252 S. Staples, Suite 300
Corpus Christi, TX  78411

Office:  361-993-7355

Dee Dee Cortez
361-947-7355

Rebecca Flores
361-793-9004

Call Us, Let’s Talk 5242 Holly Rd  
 Corpus Christi, TX 78411  

(361) 994-9393

RE/MAX 
Metro 

Properties

Victoria Prince 
(Veteran)

(361) 991-3145   
(361) 442-3436 

www.victoriaprince.com

 

Time to move again? You need someone with the  
experience to help you. As a fulltime Realtor and a  

Retired Navy Veteran I can provide you the service 
you need in the selling or purchasing of your home. 

Contact me and let me show you what I can do for you. 

Glenn R. Jones, Retired Navy Veteran/Realtor 
Mobile: (361) 425.8136   Toll Free: (800) 825.5050 

glenn.jones1@coldwellbanker.com 

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday  
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Keep the Sparkle in Your Smile!

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

For our dental phobics we offer:
• Nitrous oxide gas
• Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
• Blankets and pillows  
• Walkmans 
• Warm towels 

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy
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VT-35 held its ceremonial Change of
Command on March 6 at Hangar 58. US
Air Force Lt. Col. Jon H. Ullmann relin-
quished assignment as Commanding Of-
ficer to Cmdr. Mark F. Springer.

“This has been the best tour of my
career,” said Ullmann. “I can’t point to
one thing, as there have been so many. I
can only say that I’ve never had a bad
day in this squadron. I get motivated
walking across the flightline, hearing the
props beat the air into submission, walk-
ing past our Pilot for a Day pictures, and
then seeing our crews briefing to go out
and fly. I love coming to the squadron
and working with our great team - active
duty, reserve, contractors, GS - to get the
job done.”

The squadron is the only advanced
pilot training squadron in the military
with joint leadership (USN and USAF).
The squadron was established on Octo-
ber 29, 1999; the first time a U.S. Navy
command was established under the
leadership of a US Air Force Command-
ing Officer.

In its first three years of existence,
the command reached the pinnacle of the
Naval Air Training Command. VT-35 was
the Calendar Year 2000 recipient of the
Chief of Naval Air Training’s (CNATRA)

award for Training Excellence as well as
the 2000 recipient of the Vice Adm.
Goldthwaite Award for Training Excel-
lence. The command exceeded all expec-
tations in its first two years of existence,
increasing pilot production by 20 percent
for two consecutive years. In addition,
VT-35 received the 2001 and 2002 CNO
Aviation Safety Awards.

Cmdr. Springer, former XO of the
squadron, takes over as only the fourth
Navy CO of VT-35. Ullmann had high
praises for his relief. “Cmdr. Springer will
be a great steward of the Stingrays,” he
said. “I’ve enjoyed working with him and
have come to recognize his many talents
which will further the Stingray tradition
of excellence. He’s a great leader and an
enthusiastic flyer who has helped me to
become better personally as a command-
ing officer. The only comfort in leaving
my command tour is to know that the Stin-
grays are in good hands.”

VT-35 is the squadron of choice for
those who are anticipating orders to the
Naval Air Training Command.  The Stin-
grays of VT-35 are committed to training
the “World’s Premier Military Aviators”
while making significant contributions to
the Naval Air Training Command and the
local community.

Lt. Col. Jon Ullmann presents Pilot for a Day Caleb “Hot Rod” Rodriguez
with a certificate as an Honorary Naval Aviator. Ullmann has been an advocate
of the Driscoll Children’s Hospital outreach program during his tenure as
Commanding Officer of VT-35 and makes a point of being present to each
Pilot for a Day luncheon in order to meet the children and present their
awards.

VT-35 Change of Command continued from page 1
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an adequate, generally substantial, Iraqi force
of police and Soldiers,” the general explained.
“It provides situational awareness and a link to
the enablers that we can provide – indirect fire,
close-air (support), medevac, quick-reaction
forces and so on.” The idea also maintains a
fusion cell for intelligence.

“Obviously, as we draw down, (the Iraqis)
have to pick up more of the responsibility, and
that is the case,” Petraeus said.

Al Qaeda remains the biggest threat and
over time, Coalition and Iraqi forces have killed,
captured or run off substantial numbers of the
terror group. There is still a lot of work to do in
the Diyala and Tigris river valleys, as well as in
Mosul, Iraq’s second-largest city, and the sur-
rounding Ninevah province.

“We are going after al Qaeda relentlessly
wherever they are, and wherever we can find
them, we put our teeth into their jugular,”
Petraeus said.

Mosul is an important place to al Qaeda.
“Analysts have said that while Baghdad is criti-
cal for al Qaeda to win in Iraq, Mosul and its
area is critical for their survival,” the general
said. Recent successes notwithstanding,
Petraeus warned, a “final battle” with the terror-
ist group is not imminent.

“Al Qaeda is incredibly resilient,” he said,
“and they are receiving people and supplies
through Syria – although numbers through Syria
are down as much as 50 percent.”

Coalition and Iraqi forces will take on al
Qaeda in the north, but will do so on their time-
table and according to their plans, the general
said. He will not start shifting U.S. and Iraqi
forces willy-nilly around the country.

“The key is to hang on to what you’ve
got,” he said. “You cannot, in your eagerness
to go after something new, start to play ‘Whack-
a-mole’ again. You have to hang onto the areas
you’ve cleared; you have to have a plan before
you go.”

Coalition forces are moving to Mosul and
Ninevah, but Petraeus said he will not risk los-
ing gains made in Baghdad, the belts around
Baghdad and in Anbar province to do so.

“Al Qaeda is trying to come back in,” he
said. “We can feel it and see it, and what we’re
trying to do is rip out any roots before they can
get deeply into the ground.”

The bottom line militarily in Iraq is a “feel”
for the country and the determination of what
constitutes an acceptable risk, the general told
reporters. “At the end of the day, it’s about feel,”
he said. “We have commanders in most cases
on their second tours in Iraq, some on their
third. Over time, you can start to feel where you
can take a bit more risk and also where you
cannot.

“You have to walk the streets, talk to the
leaders, talk to your own commanders and then
you bat it around every day,” he said.

Petraeus said he doesn’t feel any anxiety
over his decisions.

“If you want to talk about anxiety, talk
about coming back to Iraq in February 2007 and
being greeted by 42 car bombs,” he said. “The
level of attacks was more than 150 a day, and
our losses were exceedingly tough.”

With so much chaos in the country, it was
hard just trying to get a handle on where forces
needed to go, the general recalled. “We’ve
worked our way through that,” Petraeus said.
“These additional concerns are very serious,
but we’re working on those with the Iraqi gov-
ernment.”

Patraeus continued from page 4

SOUTHSIDE ALAMEDA BAY AREA CALALLEN PORTLAND
992-6458 855-7346 985-1418 241-9541 643-2518
5945 Saratoga 3435 S. Alameda 7121 SPID 13725 NW Blvd 1929 W. Hwy 181
Across from Next to In the Bay Area Across from In the
Spohn Hospital Driscoll Children’s Medical Office Calallen High Crescent Center
South Hospital Building School Building

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We take 
all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Aetna, and a Medicaid 
Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

That’s why so many parents choose the Children’s Clinic. 
Our experience and compassion allow you to take  
comfort in knowing that your child is receiving the best 
care possible. We’ve been doing this since 1952. We 
know a thing or two about kids. Come by any of our five 
convenient locations and see for yourself. 

We Know Kids

The Market at Timber Gate
6646 S. Staples  •  993-6100

Open 
Sundays
11 am - 3 pm

Gyro, Chips & Tea
$599

No Other Offers Apply

10% OFF
Lunch or Dinner

With DoD ID

Happy 
Hour

Mon-Thur 3-7

More specials available for lunch and dinner. Discounts  
do not include alcohol. Call for details. Schedule  

now for your holiday and catering events.
Call in orders welcome. Delivery and catering available.

Belly 
Dancers

Friday - Saturday 
Nights

“The Place for Italian Food  
in Corpus Christi”

See our menu and wine list at www.lucianositalian.com

Lunch: Monday-Friday
 11:15 - 1:45 pm 
Dinner: Monday-Saturday
 5:15 pm to 9:45 pm

1821 S. Alameda St.
Corpus Christi, TX 78404
361-882-3191

 

Luciano’s Italian Restaurant

Military Special - One 
Free HD/DVR per family

Advertise YOUR  
Restaurant
In the Dining 
& Entertainment  
Section of Wingspan

Published every  
other Thursday

In time to help our  
Readers make their
Dining & Entertainment  
decision for the  
weekend!
(and for everyday)

Call 361-814-0866 for 
details today!
e-mail:   
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com 
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Captain continued from page 2

Men’s Glee Club continued from page 1
certs in Washington’s Kennedy Center, Dallas’s
Meyerson Symphony Center, San Diego’s
Copley Symphony Hall, a concert with the Bos-
ton Pops, a sold-out performance in New York’s
Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center, and sev-
eral appearances as Guest Artists with Sym-
phony Orchestras in Charlotte, N.C., Columbus,
O.H., Phoenix, A.Z., and Nashville, T.N.

International appearances include perfor-
mances in Rome, Naples and London on a Eu-
ropean concert tour in 2005.

“We are looking forward to bringing this
nationally acclaimed Glee Club to Corpus
Christi,” said Dr. Aaron Smith, Naval Academy
Director of Choral Activities.  Corpus Christi
and Ingleside are true “Navy towns,” and with
NAS Kingsville not too far away, a lot of our
Naval Academy graduates will be able to at-
tend this performance,” said Smith.

“The purpose of this trip is to represent
the Naval Academy and to introduce our mid-
shipmen to students, families and school offi-
cials to promote the opportunities that a Naval
Academy education can provide,” said Mr.  Don
Nelson, the Academy’s Assistant Director of
Admissions. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear
one of America’s favorite choruses!

One last point: if you look around and some
of your neighbors seem to be away, it may be
that he or she is serving an Individual Augmen-
tation (IA) assignment. You probably know our
Executive Officer, Cmdr. Bruce ‘G.I. Bo’ Lankford
and our Security Officer, Lt. Cmdr. Jeff Shields
are two of the 15 NASCC Staff serving as IA’s.

We’re not the only command on base to
send members on IA’s. The Naval Health Clinic
has 22 service members deployed. HM-15 has
five serving on IA’s and 97 deployed to their
permanent detachment in Bahrain. Training Air
Wing Four has 11 IA’s and CCAD has 22 civil-
ians serving overseas in support of the Global
War on Terror (GWOT).

Coming off sea duty, most of us look for-
ward to some dedicated family time. The GWOT
has cut into that shore duty, but the cause is
just and the dedicated men and women con-
tinue to rise to the challenge. I’m not the only
one to ask, “Where do we get such men and
women?”

This reminds me of a former Marine Corps
Commandant, Gen. P.X. Kelley, who was visit-
ing Marine burn victims at BAMC in 1983. The
Marines were undergoing cold weather train-
ing at Camp Fuji, Japan. A fuel bladder located
above the camp burst, sending fuel cascading
down the hill. The fuel was ignited by heaters
and washed  into the huts where they slept.

Kelley approached one Marine, bandages
all over his body, with his head wrapped in
white gauze. He couldn’t see because his eyes
were covered. But when he heard the Comman-
dant was by his bed, he popped as close as he
could to the position of attention, and said,
“Semper Fi, General!”

Kelley was touched by the attempt of some-
one so grievously hurt who made the effort to
acknowledge him. He shook his head in won-
der, turned to the Sergeant Major and whis-
pered, “Where do we get such men?”

That’s how I feel about all our servicemen
and women – military and civilian. We’re en-
gaged in a war that has implications for every-
one in every country. As a commanding officer,
you make me proud.

&
Island Foundation Schools

Seashore 
 Learning 
  Center

Serving grades K-4
Serving our community since 1996

TEA Exemplary Campus
15801 S.P.I.D.
361-949-1222

fax 361-949-6762
     

Seashore 
 Middle 
   Academy

Open-enrollment, tuition-free, 
public charter schools

Serving grades 5-8
Opened August 2007

College preparatory middle school
15437 S.P.I.D.
361-654-1134

fax 361-654-1139

Space is limited—act now!
Open registration is from March 1 to March 31, 

and the lottery to determine admission will be held April 1.  
Forms may be downloaded from www.islandfoundation.esc2.net. 

 
Serving Padre Island, Flour Bluff, Port Aransas and the Naval Air Station.

For more information, visit our website:  www.islandfoundation.esc2.net

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS  
IN THE WINGSPAN  

MILITARY NEWSPAPER  
CALL (361) 814-0866

or e-mail at wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com 

EST. 1949

HOWARD’S

BAR-B-Q
New Hours - 11 am - 3 pm

Monday - Friday 
“Best Dang Bar-B-Q In Texas!”

Buy 1 Plate, Get Second  
Plate Half Off*

Must present coupon at time of order.

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★

*Restrictions Apply

Del Mar College  
Transportation  

Training Services
(West Campus)  

Old Brownsville Rd. & Airport Rd.
Earn your Class A CDL  

in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  

courses also available.

3Tuition reimbursement  
from sponsored  

companies
3Military tuition  

assistance available 
3Government Grants 

3Job placement  
assistance

Call Now To Register
(361) 698-2707
www.delmar.edu/trucking

Ask about our  
new Bus Program

Certificate in Ministry Training  
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Master of Divinity

You will find our class schedule on our  
Web Site at www.stscs.org

Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,  
just past TAMU-CC,  or call us at 991-9403

The South Texas SCHOOL of 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association 
with Howard Payne University and Logsdon School 
of  Theology at Hardin-Simmons University. If you are 
interested in a Christian Studies education from a fully 
accredited SACS and ATS institution here in Corpus 
Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably reason-
able, our professors are eminently qualified, and our 
location is convenient. Many of our classes are taught 
in the evening,  typically one night a week.

Nashville Star
winners continue
to next round
by Ens. Nolan Lucas, Wingspan Contributor

Nashville Star continued on page 10

Service members from NAS Corpus
Christi auditioned for Nashville Star’s
first all-military casting call on Feb. 28.
HM-15, Naval Health Clinic Corpus
Christi, NAS Corpus Christi, and Coast
Guard Station Port O’Connor were all
represented. Three contestants were
selected by local radio and music per-
sonalities to represent the Naval Air Sta-
tion and the city of Corpus Christi in a
nationwide selection from all U.S. mili-
tary installations.

The Gulf Stream Center was filled
with music and applause as each con-
testant performed an acoustic version
of a song of their choice. From Brad
Paisley’s “Online,” to the Allman Broth-
ers’ “Ramblin’ Man,” the contestants
wowed the judges. Judges included two
local choir directors and Chris and Mark
from the K99.1 “No Name” morning
show.

After each contestant finished and
the scores were tallied, the winners were
announced: BM3 Dennis Marinelli ,
USCG, AE1 Tracy Acosta, and Cmdr.
Chris Barcomb, both from HM-15.

Wi th  the  he lp  o f  John  Fr i sco ,
Gonzalez Liberty Center Manager, and
EN1 Carol Winkler, coordinator, these
gentlemen have been set apart from the
rest with feature biographies, videos and
photos, which will determine whether
they hold any of the 10 spots on Nash-
ville Star, featured on NBC.

All three winners say they were
shocked to be selected to as finalists
and expressed how proud they are to
represent their commands and serve in
this capacity.

Lt. Cmdr. Jay Woelkers, NHCCC
Administrator, competes for a spot
on Nashville Star on Feb. 28.
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MAR 1-31 Galeria Galvan Art Exhibit
361/826-3410, Corpus Christi Monthly 
exhibit featuring paintings from up-
and-coming contemporary artist, Jorge 
Ramirez, at the Galvan House in Heritage 
Park located at 1581 N. Chaparral. Hosted 
by Corpus Christi Parks & Recreation 
Dept. www.ccparkandrec.com

MAR 15 Whooping Crane Strut
361/729-2213, Rockport  5-10 K Run & 
2 Mile Walk.

MAR 15 & 16 World Champion Rattle-
snake Races 361/547-5476, Old San 
Patricio  Event features rattlesnake rac-
es, art & food vendors, carnival, games, 
wheelbarrow races, boot races with a fes-
tival atmosphere. 

MAR 24 Coastal Classic Auto Show
361/961-1181, Rockport. Plenty of classic 
autos to admire.

MAR 28-30 Chalk It Up For The Arts 
Festival of the Arts
361/826-3468, Corpus Christi  A city-
wide cultural event at the Art Center 
of Corpus Christi.  Event includes free 
entertainment by a variety of dancers, 
musicians, theater, literature, folk arts, 
exhibits of visual arts and artistic crafts 
for sale.  Enjoy the food & KidZone too!  
www.ccfestivalarts.org

MAR 29-30 Texas Quarter Horse As-
sociation. 361/387-9000, Robstown @ 
Richard M. Borchard Fairgrounds
www.rmbfairgrounds.com

April 2008
APRIL 3-5  Cabrinha Southwest US Kite-
boarding Championships See the best 
thrillseekers take on the wind in Corpus 
Christi Bay at this first annual event at 
downtown McGee Beach .  Catagories in-
clude Men, Women & Juniors.  The field 
is limited to 50 competitors, so register 
now! email nils@njsdesigns.org

APRIL 5 2nd Chance Prom 361/289-0111, 
Corpus Christi. Relive the glory days.  
This time it’s bigger limos, better dresses 
& new tuxedoes!  Enjoy live music, din-
ner, dancing at the Omni Bayfront Hotel.  
www.939online.com

Coastal Bend Events

See Coastal Bend

Dining

Entertainment

and

Events

Page 14 & 15

15370 S. Padre Island Dr. 
(Just past Whitecap Blvd.)

361-949-7737

Free Delivery on Padre 
Island after 5pm

Island Italian
Restaurant

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Live Music - Thur-Sat

Specializing in Fine Italian Cusine
Poudly serving Padre Island  

and our military for 21 years!

Mon-Thur 11-9:30 
Fri-Sat 11-10 
Sun 5-9:30
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It’s our small way of saying 
thank you.
Sprint supports the men and 
women of the Armed Forces.

 U.S. Military Personnel Save 15%
on monthly service plans with waived activation fees*  
and receive a FREE MONTH OF SERVICE*  
on your primary line.
*Up to $36 value.*Requires new activation  
and 2-year subscriber agreement.
Offer ends 03-31-08

*Not available in all markets or retail locations.  Offer not available on add-a-phone activations.  Offer only available to 
Active members of the US Military, Reservists, Retired Military and their dependents.  Current US Military ID or depen-
dent ID required at time of purchase.  Also available for US Coast Guard and National Guard individual-liable accounts.  
Government Employee Discount:  Excludes plans subject to promotional pricing.  Advertised Discount only available for 
employees of Government agencies subject to employee discount pricing with Sprint Family/friends must be invoiced on 
the same account as eligible employee.  Waived activation fee and one month free credit required activation of primary 
plan by 03/31/08.  Offer only for individual-liable lines with approved credit and a 2-year agreement.  Add-a-phone 
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Savings for today
and tomorrow.

Navy Federal can serve Department of the Navy active duty, retired, reserve, civilian, on-base contractor personnel and Naval Academy midshipmen and
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IRA and Share Certificates that provide
earnings you can count on.

For more information and rates, visit a
branch, call 1-888-842-NFCU (6328) or
choose to open and manage your accounts
online at navyfederal.org.

• Minimums from $100 to $100,000

• Fixed and variable rates

• Terms from 13 weeks to 7 years

• Retirement planning services
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Looking back: NAS Corpus Christi celebrates its 67th birthday
 Courtesy of nascc.navy.mil

The official step leading to the con-
struction of the Naval Air Station was initi-
ated by the 75th Congress in 1938. A board
found that a lack of training facilities ca-
pable of meeting an emergency demand for
pilots constituted a grave situation. They
recommended the establishment of a sec-
ond air training station, and further, that it
be located on Corpus Christi Bay.

NAS Corpus Christi was commissioned
by its first skipper, Captain Alva Berhard,
on March 12, 1941. The first flight training
started on May 5, 1941. Former President
George Bush was in the third graduating
class, June 1943, and the youngest cadet
ever to graduate.

In 1941, 800 instructors provided train-
ing for more than 300 cadets a month.

The training rate nearly doubled after
the bombing of Pearl Harbor. By the end of
World War II, more than 35,000 aviators had
earned their wings here. Corpus Christi was
the only primary, basic and advanced train-
ing facility in existence in the United States.
At one time it was the largest pilot training
facility in the world.

The training program is much longer
now, approximately 18 months, due to the
increased complexity of today’s aircraft.
Currently, Training Air Wing Four produces
more than 600 newly qualified aviators
each year.

(above) Sailors walk by the CNATRA building located on Lexington Blvd.

(left) N3N Biplanes line up on the flightline. These training planes were
painted bright yellow, in comparison to today’s orange-and-white, and were
nicknamed “Yellow Peril.”

A life can be saved with one sentence,
one decision, or just one action. Military,
civilian, and dependents of NAS Corpus
Christi can learn ways to save a life with
something as simple as a right decision.

NAS Corpus Christi is sponsoring the
“Spring Brake 2008,” March 25 and 26, from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Gulf Stream Recre-
ation Center. The free event features the
high-tech “Save-A-Life” interactive drunk
driving simulator.

The “Save-A-Life” Tour allows a par-
ticipant to experience firsthand how alco-
hol impairs driving while the participant re-
mains sober and stationary. The simulator
includes a driver’s seat and three screens
that provide a 180-degree field of visions
and images in rear-view mirrors. It gradu-
ally changes response times, minimizing the
dulling effects of alcohol.

As in real life, the vast majority of im-
paired drivers who take on the simulator
have accidents caused by narrowing of fo-
cus and concentration to what is directly in
front of them, and ignoring dangers around
them.

“Spring Brake” 2008 will include infor-
mation booths from Texas Department of
Transportation, Mothers Against Drunk
Drivers (MADD), Safety Office, and Secu-
rity. It is scheduled as part of a 120-day
“Save-A-Life” to commands across the

Save A Life Tour is a safe way to
learn effects of drunk driving

country.  The focus of each stop includes
alcohol awareness, drunk driving and safe
driving, and myths and truths about alco-
hol and drugs. “Save-A-Life” helps com-
mands foster changes in attitude and be-
havior through awareness, while
deglamorizing alcohol use in the areas of
DUI/DWI, underage drinking, and alcohol-
related fatalities.

“Save A Life” will be held at the Gulf
Stream Recreation Center on March 25
and 26 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

by NAS Corpus Christi Safety Department

How would you spend an 
Extra $100

Show the Avon Book to family, friends, or  
Co-workers. Then Call The Avon Store with the Orders!
Join the Largest Avon Group in the Coastal Bend! Over 30 

years combined Experience Training Successful Avon  
Members. Stop by the store or call for an appointment.

(1-800-811-0801)
 E-Mail:  AVONMALL@AOL.COM
Order Online:  www.youravon.com/mpaniagua

The Avon Store
(In Gulfway Shopping Center )
6030 S. Padre Island Drive
Corpus Christi, TX   78412
361-992-7845

Become an Avon Sponsor & Refer a Friend. Each Successful Referral 
pays YOU $30 up to $680 + Residual Bonuses!

ARE YOU READY FOR SUMMER?
• 60 Days of Appetite Suppressants  

(controls hunger & regulates mood)
• 60 Days Diuretics (as medically indicated)
• 30 Days of Lipotropic (fat metabolizing) vitamins
• Kidney, Liver and Thyroid screening
• Choice of 1st free injection (B-12 or Lipo-Den)
• Referral program available  
• Fully bi-lingual staff

985-6060

RN
on	site!

BELLWETHER INITIAL VISIT INCLUDES:

BELLWETHER WEIGHT LOSS CENTER
5525 S. STAPLES

(Enclave Professional Center)
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Are you looking for a new or  
pre-owned vehicle?  

Call Champion Chevrolet/Cadillac  
 Call 361-654-2100 - Ask for  

Louis Benavides for details about special pricing. 

Attention ALL Military Personnel
VCCO-0479 • 10.25x11.5 • spot/red-blue • 1/20 • max

OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2004 AutoNation, Inc.

STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 • SAT 9-6 • SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 • SAT 8-1

6650 South Padre Island Drive • At The AutoMall • Between Airline & Nile

1-866-242-2709NEW
CARS
CALL:

PODEMOS AYUDARLE EN ESPAÑOL

Roger
Clemens
Spokesperson

COUPON

BRING THIS COUPON IN AND GET AN
EMPLOYEE PRICE

ON  ALL NEW & USED CHEVYS & CADILLACS*

On behalf of the of
Corpus Christi, Texas, we would like to Express our
most sincere appreciation to all UNITED STATES
MILITARY PERSONNEL and their families. We at 

are truly grateful. Michael Child, General Manager

Champion Chevrolet, Cadillac

$500$500TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2005 AutoNation, Inc.
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Rebates apply to new vehicles ONLY and 
special pricing will apply to all vehicles 

new and pre-owned.  
Call TODAY!
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*FREE WITH COURSE:  
Coastal Cycle Academy T-shirt 

10% off merchandise  
at Cycle Plaza

Pictures, key chains,  
and other giveaways

*UPON COMPLETION OF THE COURSE: 
Exempt from riding portion of the DPS test

10-15% off your motorcycle insurance
You can ride on the Base!

Basic Rider Course                                       
ONLY $190!

if you’re not riding, 
you’re not living!

2 DAY COURSE
Beginners and 
experienced riders 
welcome!

Sign up today at www.coastalcycleacademy.com  
or call 949-8664!

V I C T O R Y
THE NEW AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE
VICTORY

T H E  N E W  A M E R IC A N  M O T O R C Y C L E

CYCLE
2007 Jackpot

2937 S.P.I.D.
Corpus Christi
361-852-7368

2937 S.P.I.D.
Corpus Christi

(361) 852-7368

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID
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dent. “That made me feel good,” he said. “I
was respected.”

After 20 years in the Navy, Bryant re-
tired in 1960 as a Chief Aviation Pilot (CAP)
having logged more hours in more aircraft
than the majority of officer aviators of the
time. However, he hadn’t had enough fly-
ing yet. He went on to spend 17 more years
in the FAA as a check pilot, retiring again in
1978.

Bryant continued from page 3
Still, he remembers his Navy career

most fondly.
“There was just something about it,”

said Bryant. “You know, when a Sailor, a
plane captain comes up on the wing and
helps strap a guy in, and if he’s strapping
in another white-hat, he’s kind of proud. It
was a real morale booster for the guys on
the line.”

Bryant leans against the T-28 outside of the Bay Club. The T-28 “Trojan” is
one of the many aircraft that he flew during his extensive Naval career.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 L
t j

.g
. C

al
eb

 B
oo

he
r



March 13, 2008   Wingspan          Wingspan March 13, 2008    AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTSAROUND THE BASE IN 2008C
M
Y
K

Junior Sailor of the Year receives
Navy Achievement Medal

ADAN Michael Laeder, Jr., recently selected as NAS Corpus Christi’s
Junior Sailor of the Year, received a Navy Achievement Medal on March 4
for his performance as a patrolman for NAS Security. Although he arrived to
HM-15 as an Aviation Machinist Mate, he was sent to security to supplement
their forces. His positive experience there has led him to attend school to
become a Master at Arms. After completion, he will be sent on deployment
to Guam.

Winging Ceremony · March 7

Commandant of the Coast Guard visits
Coast Guard Sector Corpus Christi

Admiral Thad W. Allen, Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard visited NAS Corpus
Christi on Feb. 27. Allen conducted an all-hands presentation at the Wings
Auditorium for personnel assigned to Coast Guard Sector Corpus Christi
located at Hangar 41. He also spoke on the modernization of Coast Guard
inventory and the expansion of Coast Guard missions regarding integration
with the Department of Homeland Security.
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Official Party (L to R): Lt. Col. Robert
Blagg, VT-35 XO; Cmdr. Mark
Springer, VT-35 CO; Lt. Col. Nate
Cook, TRAWING 4 Senior Marine;
Cmdr. Joe Shipley, VT-31 CO;
Capt. David Maynard, Commodore
TRAWING 4; Capt. Gabriel Salazar,
Commanding Officer, Naval ROTC
Unit, University of Texas at Austin and
guest speaker; Lt. Tim Gault, NASCC
Chaplain

Wingees listed alphabetically: 2nd Lt.
Kevin Bailey; 2nd Lt. James Bradley;
2nd Lt. Joshua Daleiden; Ensign Ely
Fletcher; 1st Lt. Jeff Hartman; Lt. j.g.
Christopher Hill; Ensign Christopher
Lawson; Ensign Joshua Lissner; 2nd
Lt. Jennifer Lucas; Ensign John
Martin; 2nd Lt. Nicholis McClendon;
1st Lt. Peter Namyslowski; 2nd Lt.
Brian Obach; 1st Lt. Mark Robertson;
2nd Lt. Nicholas Spear; 2nd Lt. Gail
Watling; Ensign Eric Watt

Photo by Hugh Lieck, Event Photography(above, from L toR) Cmdr. Chris Barcomb, HM-15, AE1 Tracy Acosta, HM-15, and
BM3 Dennis Marinelli, USCG, were selected from a group of contestants to compete
in NBC’s Nashville Star.

(right) Contestants gather following their performances at the Gulf Stream Center on
Feb. 28. Each contestant sang an acoustic version of the song of their choice and
winners were selected from a panel of judges comprised of local music talent and radio
personalities.

Nashville Star continued from page 2
“I hope more people will get exposed to the Coast Guard if

I make it to the national spotlight,” said Marinelli.
The military is where Barcomb got his start in guitar strum-

ming and singing publicly. While at NAS Roosevelt Roads in
1996, Jim Engles, an F-14 pilot started the duo, “Thunder Liz-
ards.” The “Thunder Lizards” played mainly for tips and enter-
tainment of the bar, but was the start of a different career for
Barcomb.

All three contestants felt this audition and the all-military
casting call was a great way for the public to support its service
members and also for the military community to support one
another.

“I’m so impressed with each one of these contestants. I
really hope our three winners make it to the show,” said John
Frisco.

While the upcoming season will feature country music tal-
ents such as Billy Ray Cirus, Wynnoa Judd and Cowboy Troy,
we hope to see BM3 Marinelli, Cmdr. Barcomb, and AE1 Acosta
on the stage with them.
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asPhoto by Richard Stewart, Base Photographer

Members of the NASCC command, led by AC1 Kristen Walker, participate in
the Warrior Run, Feb. 29.  More than 100 participants showed up for the early
morning run that began at the Fitness Center, ran to Ocean Drive and returned.

Boy Scouts visit NAS Corpus Christi

Marine 2nd Lt. Michael T. Thesing explains the T-34 Turbo mentor aircraft
to Boy Scout Troop 124 visiting from Dallas on Feb. 23. Approximately 40
boy scouts and their troop leaders toured the base, participated in a
reenactment of the Iwo Jima flag-raising, and slept aboard the USS Lexington
during their visit to Corpus Christi.


