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PFAD continues to
brighten our days
Page 10

Fire & EMS extrication
exercises
Page 3

April is Child Abuse Awareness Month

Celebrate
April, the

Month of the
Military
Child!

Wounded Warriors show their ‘mettle’ during Soldier Ride
by Bob Torres, Public Affairs Officer
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by Ensign Nolan Lucas, Wingspan Contributor
Bonnie Finney took a stand in 1989 after her 3-year-

old grandson was abused and killed, and initiated Child
Abuse Awareness Month. She encouraged the “blue rib-
bon campaign” to raise child abuse awareness and to
serve as a reminder and testament to children who have
suffered and died because of it.

The extent of child abuse is not easily quantified
but is a major social issue in America today. Child abuse
can in occur in several various ways. The two primary
forms of child abuse seen in the United States today are
abuse and neglect.

Abuse is the deliberate act of either physical or emo-
tional distress to a child. Emotional distress includes
the destruction of the child’s self esteem and verbal
“abuse.” Physical abuse occurs when deliberate acts of
violence directed toward a child create unnecessary harm.

The second and most common form is neglect. Neglect
is the characterized by the failure to provide for a child’s
physical needs. This is not always an intentional act by
parents of the children, but often because of immaturity
or hardships.

“Statistics show an escalation of children who are
abused and neglected every year,” said  Patti Barclay,
director of NAS Corpus Christi’s Child Development
Center. “Our part is to stop this trend by awareness and
training.”

“It is important to be partners in the community with
the schools, law enforcement agencies, and the busi-
ness community. Our goal is to become more aware of
child abuse and its prevention within the community,
and get involved in supporting parents to raise their
Child Abuse continued on page 15

Wounded Warriors continued on page 8

(From L to R) PFC Adrian Garcia, Staf Sgt. Matt Lammers, Sgt. Mike Owens, Staff Sgt. Kevin Baker, CW2 Skip DeGaray and SPC
Luke Goedert had high spirits as the Wounded Warrior Soldier Race commenced on Ocean Drive, March 15.
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2008 Volkswagen  New Beetle

2008 Volkswagen Passat

Sale $18,895+T,T&L

STK#8M096436

29 MPG

Sale $17,699T,T&L

STK#8M510112

Sale $23,895+T,T&L

STK#8E097245

VOLKSWAGEN CORPUS CHRISTI�

2002 VW Jetta Wagon – GLS, Roof, Power Pkg .......................$7,995
2001 VW Jetta – Automatic, P/W&L ..........................................$7,995
2003 Dodge Intrepid – 62K Miles, Alloys ..................................$7,995
2006 Chevy Aveo – 4 Dr. Red, Auto ............................................$7,995
2005 Dodge Neon – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C .......................................$8,998
2003 VW Passat Wagon – Pwr Pkg, Gas Saver ..........................$9,995
2003 Ford Ranger Edge – R/C, Auto, Red .................................$9,995
2004 Mazda 6 – Auto, 4 Dr, Clean, Gas Saver ............................$9,995
2005 Pontiac Grand Prix – 50K, Auto, Spoiler, Pwr Pkg ........$10,488
2005 Nissan Sentra – Auto, Gas Saver ......................................$10,995
2006 Chrysler Sebring – 4 Cyl, CD, Pwr Pkg .......................... $11,995
2007 Chevy Malibu LT – Loaded w/Alloys! ............................ $11,995
2003 VW Passat – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C ....................................... $11,995
2006 Isuzu I-280 – X-Cab P/U, P/S, P/B ...................................$12,395
2002 Dodge Ram 1500 – Crew, SLT, Loaded, 2-Tone Paint .....$12,995
2004 Toyota Camry – Spoiler, Wheels, Eye-Catcher ................$13,995

2002 Lincoln LS – Leather, Loaded ..........................................$13,995
2007 Chevrolet Impala – A/T, P/S, P/B, A/C ............................$14,995
2004 Land Rover Discovery ......................................................$15,995
2005 Chrysler Pacifica Touring – 25K Miles, Quads ..............$15,995 
2007 Kia Sedona – Family Van! ................................................$16,888
2007 VW Jetta – P/W, P/L, A/T .................................................$17,488
2001 BMW 525 – Ride In Luxury! ............................................$17,995
2004 Mazda RX-8 – Sporty, Leather, 6 Spd ..............................$17,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer Loaded ...........................$18,299
2003 BMW 325i – Auto, Roof, Sporty Sedan ............................$18,995
2007 VW Passat – Leather, Roof, Auto .....................................$18,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer, A/T, Leather Seats, Clean ...$18,988
2006 Ford F150 Crew Cab – XLT Trim, Nice ..........................$18,995
2007 Chrysler 300 – Leather, Alloys .........................................$20,595
2005 Lexus ES330 – Ultimate Luxury .......................................$21,995
2005 Chrysler 300C – Hemi, Fast! ............................................$22,995

2008 VW GTI 
3 to Choose From
$24,995

2003 VW Beetle 
Only 31K Miles; Stk. #023479A

$15,995

2008 Volkswagen Touareg

Sale $38,979+T,T&L

STK#8D040945

2008 Volkswagen Jetta

DOUBLE YOUR TAX
REFUND SALE

Bring In Your W-2 and Volkswagen/Porsche of CC Will Pay Your Filing Fee!

2004 Landrover Discovery 
Stk. #P1206

$16,995
2006 Audi A4 

Stk. #P1172
$22,995

*Highway EMG

29 MPG

MSRP $17,918; VWCC DISC $219 MSRP $19,179; VWCC DISC $284

28 MPG

MSRP $25,630; VWCC DISC $235; OWNER LOYALTY BONUS $1,500 MSRP $40,294; VWCC DISC $1,315

•	 2.5L
•	 5 Spd. Trans
•	 Power Windows
•	 Power Locks
•	 Speed Control
•	 CD Player
•	 Anti-Lock Brakes
•	 iPod Adapter
•	 MUCH MORE!
STK#8M096436

•	 Auto Trans
•	 Power Windows
•	 Power Locks
•	 Speed Controls
•	 Leatherette Seats
•	 Anti-Lock Brakes
•	 MUCH MORE!
STK#8M0510112

MSRP $17,918; VWCC Disc $219 MSRP $19,179; VWCC Disc $284

MSRP $25,630; VWCC Disc $235; Owner Loyalty Bonus $1,500 MSRP $40, 294; VWCC Disc $1,315

•	 2.5L
•	 6 Spd. Auto Trans
•	 Power Windows
•	 Power Locks
•	 Leatherette Seats
•	 CD Player
•	 Speed Control
•	 Anti-Lock Brakes
•	 iPod Adapter
•	 MUCH MORE!
STK#8E097245

•	 V6
•	 Auto Trans
•	 Leatherette
•	 Power Locks
•	 Speed Control
•	 CD Player
•	 Anti-Lock Brakes
•	 MUCH MORE!
STK#8D040945
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STK#8M096436

29 MPG
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2002 VW Jetta Wagon – GLS, Roof, Power Pkg .......................$7,995
2001 VW Jetta – Automatic, P/W&L ..........................................$7,995
2003 Dodge Intrepid – 62K Miles, Alloys ..................................$7,995
2006 Chevy Aveo – 4 Dr. Red, Auto ............................................$7,995
2005 Dodge Neon – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C .......................................$8,998
2003 VW Passat Wagon – Pwr Pkg, Gas Saver ..........................$9,995
2003 Ford Ranger Edge – R/C, Auto, Red .................................$9,995
2004 Mazda 6 – Auto, 4 Dr, Clean, Gas Saver ............................$9,995
2005 Pontiac Grand Prix – 50K, Auto, Spoiler, Pwr Pkg ........$10,488
2005 Nissan Sentra – Auto, Gas Saver ......................................$10,995
2006 Chrysler Sebring – 4 Cyl, CD, Pwr Pkg .......................... $11,995
2007 Chevy Malibu LT – Loaded w/Alloys! ............................ $11,995
2003 VW Passat – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C ....................................... $11,995
2006 Isuzu I-280 – X-Cab P/U, P/S, P/B ...................................$12,395
2002 Dodge Ram 1500 – Crew, SLT, Loaded, 2-Tone Paint .....$12,995
2004 Toyota Camry – Spoiler, Wheels, Eye-Catcher ................$13,995

2002 Lincoln LS – Leather, Loaded ..........................................$13,995
2007 Chevrolet Impala – A/T, P/S, P/B, A/C ............................$14,995
2004 Land Rover Discovery ......................................................$15,995
2005 Chrysler Pacifica Touring – 25K Miles, Quads ..............$15,995 
2007 Kia Sedona – Family Van! ................................................$16,888
2007 VW Jetta – P/W, P/L, A/T .................................................$17,488
2001 BMW 525 – Ride In Luxury! ............................................$17,995
2004 Mazda RX-8 – Sporty, Leather, 6 Spd ..............................$17,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer Loaded ...........................$18,299
2003 BMW 325i – Auto, Roof, Sporty Sedan ............................$18,995
2007 VW Passat – Leather, Roof, Auto .....................................$18,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer, A/T, Leather Seats, Clean ...$18,988
2006 Ford F150 Crew Cab – XLT Trim, Nice ..........................$18,995
2007 Chrysler 300 – Leather, Alloys .........................................$20,595
2005 Lexus ES330 – Ultimate Luxury .......................................$21,995
2005 Chrysler 300C – Hemi, Fast! ............................................$22,995

2008 VW GTI 
3 to Choose From
$24,995

2003 VW Beetle 
Only 31K Miles; Stk. #023479A

$15,995

2008 Volkswagen Touareg

Sale $38,979+T,T&L

STK#8D040945

2008 Volkswagen Jetta

DOUBLE YOUR TAX
REFUND SALE

Bring In Your W-2 and Volkswagen/Porsche of CC Will Pay Your Filing Fee!

2004 Landrover Discovery 
Stk. #P1206

$16,995
2006 Audi A4 

Stk. #P1172
$22,995

*Highway EMG

29 MPG

MSRP $17,918; VWCC DISC $219 MSRP $19,179; VWCC DISC $284

28 MPG

MSRP $25,630; VWCC DISC $235; OWNER LOYALTY BONUS $1,500 MSRP $40,294; VWCC DISC $1,315
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2002 VW Jetta Wagon – GLS, Roof, Power Pkg .......................$7,995
2001 VW Jetta – Automatic, P/W&L ..........................................$7,995
2003 Dodge Intrepid – 62K Miles, Alloys ..................................$7,995
2006 Chevy Aveo – 4 Dr. Red, Auto ............................................$7,995
2005 Dodge Neon – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C .......................................$8,998
2003 VW Passat Wagon – Pwr Pkg, Gas Saver ..........................$9,995
2003 Ford Ranger Edge – R/C, Auto, Red .................................$9,995
2004 Mazda 6 – Auto, 4 Dr, Clean, Gas Saver ............................$9,995
2005 Pontiac Grand Prix – 50K, Auto, Spoiler, Pwr Pkg ........$10,488
2005 Nissan Sentra – Auto, Gas Saver ......................................$10,995
2006 Chrysler Sebring – 4 Cyl, CD, Pwr Pkg .......................... $11,995
2007 Chevy Malibu LT – Loaded w/Alloys! ............................ $11,995
2003 VW Passat – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C ....................................... $11,995
2006 Isuzu I-280 – X-Cab P/U, P/S, P/B ...................................$12,395
2002 Dodge Ram 1500 – Crew, SLT, Loaded, 2-Tone Paint .....$12,995
2004 Toyota Camry – Spoiler, Wheels, Eye-Catcher ................$13,995

2002 Lincoln LS – Leather, Loaded ..........................................$13,995
2007 Chevrolet Impala – A/T, P/S, P/B, A/C ............................$14,995
2004 Land Rover Discovery ......................................................$15,995
2005 Chrysler Pacifica Touring – 25K Miles, Quads ..............$15,995 
2007 Kia Sedona – Family Van! ................................................$16,888
2007 VW Jetta – P/W, P/L, A/T .................................................$17,488
2001 BMW 525 – Ride In Luxury! ............................................$17,995
2004 Mazda RX-8 – Sporty, Leather, 6 Spd ..............................$17,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer Loaded ...........................$18,299
2003 BMW 325i – Auto, Roof, Sporty Sedan ............................$18,995
2007 VW Passat – Leather, Roof, Auto .....................................$18,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer, A/T, Leather Seats, Clean ...$18,988
2006 Ford F150 Crew Cab – XLT Trim, Nice ..........................$18,995
2007 Chrysler 300 – Leather, Alloys .........................................$20,595
2005 Lexus ES330 – Ultimate Luxury .......................................$21,995
2005 Chrysler 300C – Hemi, Fast! ............................................$22,995

2008 VW GTI 
3 to Choose From
$24,995

2003 VW Beetle 
Only 31K Miles; Stk. #023479A

$15,995

2008 Volkswagen Touareg

Sale $38,979+T,T&L

STK#8D040945

2008 Volkswagen Jetta

DOUBLE YOUR TAX
REFUND SALE

Bring In Your W-2 and Volkswagen/Porsche of CC Will Pay Your Filing Fee!

2004 Landrover Discovery 
Stk. #P1206

$16,995
2006 Audi A4 

Stk. #P1172
$22,995

*Highway EMG

29 MPG

MSRP $17,918; VWCC DISC $219 MSRP $19,179; VWCC DISC $284

28 MPG

MSRP $25,630; VWCC DISC $235; OWNER LOYALTY BONUS $1,500 MSRP $40,294; VWCC DISC $1,315

$229 per month
All payments based 
on 20% down plus 
TTL. 4.9 APR with 
approved credit.	
72 monthsT,T&L

$239 per month
All payments based 
on 20% down plus 
TTL. 4.9 APR with 
approved credit. 72 
months

$309 per month
All payments based 
on 20% down plus 
TTL. 4.9 APR with 
approved credit. 	
72 months

Volkswagen Touareg

Volkswagen Jetta Volkswagen New Beetle

Volkswagen Passat

653-8400             877-511-8969
4331 S. Staples

Mon. - Fri. 9am - 7pm  •  Sat. 9am - 6pm
www.vwofcorpuschristi.com

T,T&L

T,T&L

T,T&L

$495 per month
All payments based 
on 20% down plus 
TTL. 4.9 APR with 
approved credit. 
72 months

29 MPG

28 MPG
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2002 VW Jetta Wagon – GLS, Roof, Power Pkg .......................$7,995
2001 VW Jetta – Automatic, P/W&L ..........................................$7,995
2003 Dodge Intrepid – 62K Miles, Alloys ..................................$7,995
2006 Chevy Aveo – 4 Dr. Red, Auto ............................................$7,995
2005 Dodge Neon – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C .......................................$8,998
2003 VW Passat Wagon – Pwr Pkg, Gas Saver ..........................$9,995
2003 Ford Ranger Edge – R/C, Auto, Red .................................$9,995
2004 Mazda 6 – Auto, 4 Dr, Clean, Gas Saver ............................$9,995
2005 Pontiac Grand Prix – 50K, Auto, Spoiler, Pwr Pkg ........$10,488
2005 Nissan Sentra – Auto, Gas Saver ......................................$10,995
2006 Chrysler Sebring – 4 Cyl, CD, Pwr Pkg .......................... $11,995
2007 Chevy Malibu LT – Loaded w/Alloys! ............................ $11,995
2003 VW Passat – A-T, P/S, P/B, A/C ....................................... $11,995
2006 Isuzu I-280 – X-Cab P/U, P/S, P/B ...................................$12,395
2002 Dodge Ram 1500 – Crew, SLT, Loaded, 2-Tone Paint .....$12,995
2004 Toyota Camry – Spoiler, Wheels, Eye-Catcher ................$13,995

2002 Lincoln LS – Leather, Loaded ..........................................$13,995
2007 Chevrolet Impala – A/T, P/S, P/B, A/C ............................$14,995
2004 Land Rover Discovery ......................................................$15,995
2005 Chrysler Pacifica Touring – 25K Miles, Quads ..............$15,995 
2007 Kia Sedona – Family Van! ................................................$16,888
2007 VW Jetta – P/W, P/L, A/T .................................................$17,488
2001 BMW 525 – Ride In Luxury! ............................................$17,995
2004 Mazda RX-8 – Sporty, Leather, 6 Spd ..............................$17,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer Loaded ...........................$18,299
2003 BMW 325i – Auto, Roof, Sporty Sedan ............................$18,995
2007 VW Passat – Leather, Roof, Auto .....................................$18,995
2005 Ford Expedition – Eddie Bauer, A/T, Leather Seats, Clean ...$18,988
2006 Ford F150 Crew Cab – XLT Trim, Nice ..........................$18,995
2007 Chrysler 300 – Leather, Alloys .........................................$20,595
2005 Lexus ES330 – Ultimate Luxury .......................................$21,995
2005 Chrysler 300C – Hemi, Fast! ............................................$22,995

2008 VW GTI 
3 to Choose From
$24,995

2003 VW Beetle 
Only 31K Miles; Stk. #023479A

$15,995

2008 Volkswagen Touareg

Sale $38,979+T,T&L

STK#8D040945

2008 Volkswagen Jetta

DOUBLE YOUR TAX
REFUND SALE

Bring In Your W-2 and Volkswagen/Porsche of CC Will Pay Your Filing Fee!

2004 Landrover Discovery 
Stk. #P1206

$16,995
2006 Audi A4 

Stk. #P1172
$22,995

*Highway EMG

29 MPG

MSRP $17,918; VWCC DISC $219 MSRP $19,179; VWCC DISC $284
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MSRP $25,630; VWCC DISC $235; OWNER LOYALTY BONUS $1,500 MSRP $40,294; VWCC DISC $1,315
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE	
Base Catholic Chapel			
Sunday Mass  - 8:30 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.)	
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

Wingspan
NAS Corpus Christi

“Exceeding Expectations Through 
Pride In Performance”

Commanding Officer
Capt. T.E. Coolidge

Public Affairs Officer
Robert D. Torres

Assistant Public Affairs Officer
Ensign Nolan Lucas

 Editor
Anne Booher

Wingspan is an authorized publication for members of 
the military services, civilian personnel and their families. 
Its contents do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S. 
Government, the Department of Defense, Department of 
the Navy or the Department of the Army, and do not imply 
endorsement thereof.

Wingspan is published every other week by D.J. Young 
Publishing, 3601 Tripoli,  Corpus Christi, Texas 78415, a 
private firm in no way connected with the U.S. Navy, under 
exclusive written contract with Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi, Texas.

The editorial content is prepared, edited and provided by 
the Public Affairs Office of Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, 
Texas.  Stories and photos not otherwise attributed are written 
by the Wingspan staff.  The address is: Commanding Officer, 
NAS Corpus Christi, Attn:  Wingspan, 11001 D St. Suite 143, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, 78419-5021. All news releases should 
be sent to the above address.  Please call (361) 961-2674 for 
deadline information. 

The appearance of advertising in this newspaper, including 
inserts or supplements, does not constitute endorsement by 
the Department of Defense, the U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army, 
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, or D.J. Young Publishing, 
of the products and services advertised. Everything advertised 
in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, gender, 
national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, politi-
cal affiliation or any other non-merit factor of the purchaser, 
user or patron. If a violation or rejection of this equal op-
portunity policy by an advertiser is confirmed, the publisher 
shall refuse to print advertising from that source until the 
violation is corrected.

To advertise in Wingspan, please call D.J. Young Publish-
ing at (361) 774-4162.

Chaplain’s Message
by Lt. Tim Gault, NASCC Chaplain

Skipper’s Column
by Capt. Timothy Coolidge

Security Corner
by Lt. Cmdr. Jason Greene

There’s a lot to do before summer!

Godly faith in action

JSIVA brings fresh look to NASCC’s anti-terrorism efforts

Captain continued on page 18

Coolidge

Security continued on page 16

Chaplain continued on page 16

When you look in the newspaper, turn
on the radio or television, surf the web or
talk to someone on the street, it doesn’t
sound like things are going well. We hear
that the dollar continues to slide in its mar-
ket value, the price of oil is at an all-time
high and rising, home prices are plunging,
America’s enemies seem to be developing,
and at least one of our “strongest allies” in
Europe said America’s “magic is over.”

It is tempting at moments like this to
become myopic (narrow-minded) and focus
on our immediate world with hopes that
things of a larger scale will somehow work
out in the end. But, focusing merely inward
is contrary to godly faith.

The Bible was written over a period of
approximately 1,500 years by more than
three dozen individuals living in a variety

of locations with an ever greater diversity
of experiences. The Scriptures are not lim-
ited to good times or to bad times. Their
wisdom is not tied to a political philosophy
or dependent upon the power of a govern-
ment or national economy. And, the scope
of their counsel extends to us in moments
like this, as well.

The Bible says we should know that
Almighty God has absolute power over the
nations. In figurative language, the Scrip-
tures say, “He is the one who sits on the
earth’s horizon; its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers before him. He is the one who
stretches out the sky like a thin curtain, and
spreads it out like a pitched tent. He is the
one who reduces rulers to nothing; He
makes the earth’s leaders insignificant,”
(Isaiah 40:22-23). This is mentioned as a

matter of hope for those who trust in God’s
justice and goodness. It is also a warning
against putting too
much faith in human
institutions, includ-
ing big government
programs.

God is at work in
good times and at
tough times. We
should not forget that
the Lord put His im-
age in us all. He calls
us to be mindful of
the needs of others
and to use our abilities and resources to
their benefit, regardless of the strength of

Gault

NAS Corpus Christi will host a team of
anti-terrorism experts April 6 through 11 to
perform a Joint Staff Integrated Vulnerabil-
ity Assessment (JSIVA).  The JSIVA is a

t h o r o u g h
evaluation that
will examine at
all aspects of
the base’s abil-
ity to deter and
respond to a
terrorist attack.
This includes

the coordination between all agencies and
tenant commands.

Most people agree, our facility isn’t
likely to be viewed by international terror-
ists as “tip of the spear” or a particularly
lucrative target. However, Corpus Christi’s
proximity to the Mexican border coupled
with recent suggestions that terrorists are
fostering cooperative relationships with

drug cartels and human smuggling opera-
tions may change that thinking. Addition-
ally, home-grown terrorism can never be
discounted and Corpus Christi needs to be
looked at as a whole. Our city is home to a
large refinery industry and a high volume
of port operations.

The visiting team belongs to the De-
fense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA)
out of Fort Belvoir, Va., and consists of sub-
ject matter experts from all services. These
experts represent a wide array of fields in-
cluding engineering, security, and emer-
gency response, including chemical, bio-
logical, and nuclear specialties. The team
will inspect everything from fences and
other physical security measures to the
written plans and procedures for individual
commands.

It is also expected that they will scruti-
nize command websites and attempt to gain
information from personal postings on the

internet such as MySpace, YouTube, and
other similar sites. One element sure to be
emphasized is anti-terrorism training that
all service members, DoD civilians, and
other direct hire status workers aboard NAS
Corpus Christi must complete annually.

This training, called “Level I AT Train-
ing,” is designed to increase a person’s
awareness of antiterrorism so if a situation
does arise, they will be well-equipped to
handle any complications and be less of a
target. “Level I AT Training” can be com-
pleted through the Navy Knowledge Online
website. If you have any questions regard-
ing this training, please contact your
command’s Antiterrorism Officer or repre-
sentative.

The most common lesson learned dur-
ing these security drills is that first alert of
suspicious activity comes from persons

I hope everyone had a Happy Easter
th i s  pas t  weekend .  For  Chr i s t i ans
worlwide, no matter the denomination,
this is a special time of year.

As some of you
know, last week was
a busy one as we pre-
pared for a visit from
our boss, Rear Adm.
Michael Vitale, Com-
mander, Navy Region
Southeast. Vitale has
been selected for pro-
motion to Vice Adm.
and will take the helm

of Commander, Navy Installations Com-
mand later this year.

It was Vitale’s first visit to Corpus
Christi and, unfortunately, the travel part
didn’t go as planned. Not long after his
flight arrived in the Dallas/Fort Worth
airport on Tuesday, all outbound flights

were cancelled due to weather. He and
his two Flag Aides wound up spending
the night in Dallas. The incoming NASCC
Commanding Officer (my relief), Capt.
Randy Pierson, was heading in to join us
and was also stuck overnight in Dallas.
None of the four saw their luggage until
it arrive at Corpus Christ Int’l Airport on
Wednesday evening! The Admiral and
two Flag Aides were traveling in uniform.
Capt. Pierson wasn’t. Many thanks go
out to the Paraloft and others who put
together a f l ight  suit  with rank and
patches, boots and a ball cap for him!

Regarding the Admiral’s visit, I was
very pleased with the way it went. I feel
confident that when he left, he was well-
versed in the good things going on here.
Thanks to all of you each day for making
that happen. I think he is also aware of
some of the problems we experience from
a base with a 70-year-old infrastructure.

The first brief Vitale heard was our
Quality of Life (QOL) Way Ahead. This
details our near- and long-term plan to
improve the QOL facilities, alter the land-
scape to put all QOL facilities together,
and re-open that part of the base to the
general public like it was before Septem-
ber 11, 2001. The changes are significant
and complement the other major military
construction projects for CCAD and TW-
4.

In the long run, we’re planning to
expand the marina, move the back nine
holes of the golf course (left side of Lex-
ington as you drive onto the base) to the
vacant area along housing near the La-
guna Madre, and build a new All-Hands
Club with a golf shop. That won’t hap-
pen tomorrow, but it will happen.

There are also plans to take down

19T: 10 in

T: 11 in
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This ad prepared by  
SGL Communications 

for BBDO Toronto 
2 Bloor St. West, Toronto, Ontario 

phone 416.413.7495 
fax 416.944.7883

IT ’S A NEW DAY

WITH A MILITARY EXCLUSIVE 
NO-EXTRA-CHARGE 3-YEAR LUBE, 

OIL & FILTER SERVICE CONTRACT(1) 

AND ALL BACKED BY 
THE BEST WARRANTY IN 

THE BUSINESS WITH 
UNLIMITED MILEAGE.

(1) 12 Certificates for lube, oil and filter changes for up to 3 years from date of purchase or lease depending on driving habits. Excludes SRT models. See owners manual for recommended maintenance schedule. (2) See dealer for a copy 
of limited warranty and details. Non-Transferable. Not available on SRT, Diesel vehicles, Sprinter, Ram Chassis Cab, and certain fleet vehicles. (3) Based on Ward’s 10 best engines. (4) 13 city /19 hwy EPA est. mpg with MDS on 4x2 models. 
Results may vary, depending on driving habits and conditions. (5) Based on R. L. Polk & Co. Vehicles in Operation registration statistics CY 1987-2006. (6) Durability based on longevity. (7) Always sit properly in seat with seatbelt fastened. 
Children 12 and under should always sit in back seat. (8) Star ratings are part of U.S. Department of Transportation’s SaferCar.gov program (www.safercar.gov). (9) Not compatible with aftermarket fabric-protecting coatings. (10) Current 
and retired personnel, veterans within 6 months of discharge and their immediate family members receive an additional $500 military bonus on the purchase or lease of most 2008 Dodge vehicles. Excludes Viper, Sprinter and SRT models. 
Must present current military ID, retirement or discharge paper at time of purchase. To be eligible retirees must have at least 20 years of service. See your dealer for details. (11) Based on Ward’s small pickup segmentation. Excludes DCX 
designed vehicles and sport utility trucks. Dodge, HEMI, Load ‘N Go and Yes Essentials are registered trademarks of Chrysler LLC. Cummins is a registered trademark of Cummins Inc.

SEE YOUR TEXAS DODGE DEALER. dodge.com/texas or texastruckstop.com 

Dodge Ram 1500 Quad Cab®

• Available Legendary HEMI® power (345hp)(3) w/MDS 
Technology(4) • Available Electronic Stability Program 

w/Brake Assist, Traction Control, Hill Start Assist &
 Trailer Sway Control

Dodge Ram 2500 Mega Cab®

• Longest-Lasting(5) Most Durable(6) 
Line of Full-Size Pickups 

• 6-speed Manual or Automatic Transmission

Dodge Charger R/T
• Available Electronic Stability 

Program w/All-Speed Traction Control 

• 4-Wheel Disc Brakes 
• Fog Lamps

ALL NEW Dodge Grand Caravan
• Standard All-Row Side Curtain Airbags(7)

• Five-Star Government Front & Side Crash 
Test Rating(8) • Available YES Essentials® Stain 

Resistant, Odor Resistant and Anti-Static 
Premium Seat Fabric(9)

  Dodge Ram 3500 HD Dually
• Up to 16,050 lbs. (Dually)/16,450 lbs. 

(SRW) Towing Capacity (when properly equipped)
• Longest-Lasting(5) Most Durable(6) Line of 

Full-Size Pickups

Dodge Nitro R/T
• LOAD ‘N GO™ Slide-Out Rear Cargo Floor

• Electronic Stability Program w/All-Speed Traction
Control, Brake Assist, & Electronic Roll Mitigation

• Part-Time 4WD System (4x4 models)

2008 Dodge Caliber
• 29 EPA EST MPG Highway

• Side Curtain Airbags(7)
• Available Remote Keyless Entry

Dodge Dakota crew cab®

• Best-In-Class Interior Room(11)

• 3.7-Liter Magnum® V6 Engine w/6-Speed 
Manual Transmission • New/Redesigned 

exterior & interior styling for 2008

Dodge Magnum
• Available Electronic Stability Program 

w/All-Speed Traction Control • 60/40 Split 
Folding Rear Seat • Power Windows, locks, 

Mirrors, Remote Keyless Entry

 2008 Dodge Avenger
• 2.4-Liter VVT Engine w/4-speed 

Automatic Transmission • 30 Hwy EPA EST. MPG
• Side Curtain Airbags(7)

YOU PROTECT US!
 NOW WE PROTECT YOU!
YOU PROTECT US!
 NOW WE PROTECT YOU!

Limited Warranty

ALSO RECEIVE A 
$500 MILITARY BONUS(10)

 
IN ADDITION TO CURRENT CASH ALLOWANCES ON DODGE VEHICLES
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Veterinary clinic seeing higher volumes of heartworm disease in dogs, cats

Heartworm disease is a serious and po-
tentially fatal condition caused by parasitic
worms living in the arteries of the lungs
and the heart of dogs, cats and other spe-
cies of mammals, including wolves, foxes,
ferrets, sea lions and, in rare instances,
humans. It is considered a worldwide clini-
cal problem and has been reported in all 50
states, with a higher number of cases re-
ported in the southern states (including
Texas). We have diagnosed at least seven
cases of heartworm disease in dogs at the
NAS Corpus Christi Veterinary Treatment
Facility (VTF) already this year.

Heartworms are transmitted from ani-
mal to animal by mosquitoes. When a mos-
quito bites an infected animal, young heart-
worms called microfilaria enter into that
mosquito’s system, and then are injected
into another animal through the mosquito’s
bite. Throughout the next six months, the
infected larvae mature into adults, and even-
tually migrate through the animal’s body
reaching the blood vessels of the lungs and
heart. As we all know, in South Texas, mos-
quitoes are everywhere and are a year-
round concern.

For both dogs and cats, clinical signs
of heartworm disease may not be recognized
in the early stages. However, as the dis-
ease progresses, infected dogs may even-
tually exhibit a mild, persistent cough, re-

by Sgt. Timothy Hair, NAS Corpus Christi Animal Care Specialist
luctance to move or exercise, fatigue after
only moderate exercise, reduced appetite
and weight loss, and possibly death. Heart-
worm disease in dogs can be verified with
blood tests. Cats may exhibit clinical signs
that are very non-specific, mimicking many
other feline diseases. Chronic clinical signs
include vomiting, gagging, difficulty or
rapid breathing, lethargy and weight loss.
In rare cases, a cat may suddenly die from
heartworms. Blood testing in cats requires
the use of an outside laboratory and is not
always conclusive.

Usually, all but the most advanced
cases of heartworm disease can be success-
fully treated in dogs. However, it is not with-
out risk, and it is a long and costly pro-
cess. There are no products currently ap-
proved in the United States for the treat-
ment of heartworm infection in cats.

Heartworm disease is almost 100% pre-
ventable. There are a variety of options for
preventing heartworm infection in both
dogs and cats, including daily and monthly
tablets and chewables and monthly
topicals. All of these methods are extremely
effective when administered properly and
on a timely schedule. Depending on which
product is used, you can start your pet on
preventative at 6-8 weeks of age.

Sgt. Timothy Hair, U.S. Army, Animal Care Specialist, treats Ghost, a retired
military working dog. NAS Corpus Christi’s Veterinary Treatment Facility
has seen increasing numbers of heartworm cases and offers well-priced
preventative treatment for pets by appointment.Vet Clinic continued on page 17
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4455 S. Padre Island Drive
Commerce One — Just before Hooters

Corpus Christi, TX
Call 857-0100

Nancy’s Wireless
Best Customer Service in Corpus.

4455 S. Padre Island Drive
Commerce One — Just before Hooters

Corpus Christi, TX
Call 857-0100

Nancy’s Wireless
Best Customer Service in Corpus. 4455 S. Padre Island Drive

Commerce One — Just before Hooters
Corpus Christi, TX

Call 857-0100

Nancy’s Wireless
Best Customer Service in Corpus.

4455 S. Padre Island Drive
Commerce One — Just before Hooters

Corpus Christi, TX
Call 857-0100

Nancy’s Wireless
Best Customer Service in Corpus.

Visit your Sprint Retailer 
today for more details.
Existing customers can easily switch to 
this plan without a contract extension. 
Available on new lines of activation 
with a two-year agreement.

4455 S. Padre Island Drive
Commerce One — Just before Hooters

Corpus Christi, TX
Call 857-0100

Nancy’s Wireless
Best Customer Service in Corpus.

Are you looking for a new or  
pre-owned vehicle?  

Call Champion Chevrolet/Cadillac  
 Call 361-654-2100 - Ask for  

Louis Benavides for details about special pricing. 

Attention ALL Military Personnel
VCCO-0479 • 10.25x11.5 • spot/red-blue • 1/20 • max

OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2004 AutoNation, Inc.

STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 • SAT 9-6 • SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 • SAT 8-1

6650 South Padre Island Drive • At The AutoMall • Between Airline & Nile

1-866-242-2709NEW
CARS
CALL:

PODEMOS AYUDARLE EN ESPAÑOL

Roger
Clemens
Spokesperson

COUPON

BRING THIS COUPON IN AND GET AN
EMPLOYEE PRICE

ON  ALL NEW & USED CHEVYS & CADILLACS*

On behalf of the of
Corpus Christi, Texas, we would like to Express our
most sincere appreciation to all UNITED STATES
MILITARY PERSONNEL and their families. We at 

are truly grateful. Michael Child, General Manager

Champion Chevrolet, Cadillac

$500$500TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2005 AutoNation, Inc.

Military personnel must bring this AD to 
qualify for special pricing and/or rebate. 
Rebates apply to new vehicles ONLY and 
special pricing will apply to all vehicles 

new and pre-owned.  
Call TODAY!
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Golf Course Views
Country Club Lifestyle

Prestigious Ocean Drive
Location…Location…Location

Upscale Ocean Drive
Enjoy the Lifestyle

A Great Place to Call Home
Bring Your Family

Country Club Manor Apartments
5402 Saratoga Blvd.

Corpus Christi, TX 78413
361-991-2504

Ocean Palms Apartments
4325 Ocean Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-852-2631

Bay Tree Ocean Drive Apartments
4645 Ocean Drive

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-991-4164

Alameda Apartments
4422 S. Alameda St.

Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-992-6578

Miltary
Discounts

From
$615

From
$564

From
$695

From
$615

Apartment Living

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Resort by the Sea
An Ocean Drive address you can afford.  
Live on the water!

4242 Ocean Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411

FEATURES
• Two sparkling pools
• Covered parking
• Private lighted fishing pier
• Floorplans from 584 to 1329 sq. ft.
• Washer/dryer* connections

361-853-0871

• Elevators in five-story buildings
• 10x16 storage units available
• Ceiling fan/decorator colors
• 5% discounts on miltary, medical, law enforcement
* In select plans

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

1 bedroom/1 bath	
2 bedroom/1 bath
2 bedroom/2 bath	
3 bedroom/2 bath

Prices starting
 at $540

Affordable Rents with 1 Month Free
(12 Month Lease)

Stop by today and reserve your  
new home by the sea!

• 4 SWIMMING POOLS
• COVERED PARKING
• JACUZZI • FIREPLACES
• BASKETBALL COURT
• WASHER-DRYER CONNECTIONS

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY ROPKO INC.
Visit us at www.Ropko.com to view our floor plans

993-1030
1515 Ennis Joslin

Active Military Discounts Include:
No deposits  •  No application fee.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

New Corpus Christi customers can save nearly 35% 
off the incumbent provider's standard monthly 
rate. Check out the savings and sign up online at  
http://powershed.joinambit.com
Learn more about Texas energy deregulation at 
http://powershed.energy526.com

Ambit Energy Lowers  
Rates In Texas !
New Lone Star Gold  

Month-to-Month Rate Plan  
Offers Our Lowest Rates Ever!

Bill Shedd
Independent Ambit Energy Consultant

sheddwks@yahoo.com  •  210 722-2438

Buy One Key & Get 
One FREE KEY

Padre Island Supply Inc.
937-1473

9830 S.P.I.D.

Limit 6 sets. One coupon per 
visit. Not to be combined with 

any other offer.

Shear Heaven Pet Spaw

Fancy Clips • Scissor Clips   
Breed Clips  •  Shave Downs  

Professional 
Services

Professional
 Results

3 groomers with more than  
35 years combined experience.

Open Tues - Sat - 9-5
618 NAS Drive - Flour Bluff

Call 945-0392 for an appointment
Teri Markowsky  •  Donna Molohon  •  Janiel Hayes

U.S. NAVAL SEA CADET CORPS

WHO CAN JOIN?
League Cadets - ages 11 to 13

Sea Cadets - ages 13 to 17
Adult Volunteers 

WHAT DO SEA CADETS DO?
Monthly Weekend Drills
10-14 Day Boot Camp

Summer & Holiday Advanced Training 
With Navy / Coast Guard / Marines 
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WWW.SeaCadetRegion85.org 

clude a successful completion of a com-
bat first aid course, Army physical fit-
ness test,  passing several individual
sporting events, 9mm shooting course
and 20, 25 or 30 kilometer road march.
Only the road march and shooting event
determine the level of badge awarded.

Thirty-seven cadets, enlisted and
officer staff from four regional univer-
sities, along with members from Texas
National Guard, arrived at NASCC for
the road march. This was a unique op-
portunity for cadets and staff, since
there is virtually no occasion to com-
pete for the badge unless stationed with
a German Army unit.

At the end of the event, Hiegl and

Army ROTC continued from page 6
Wolfs awarded 14 gold and four silver
badges. One particular cadet, Glenn
Melin, went above and beyond his re-
quirements. After being one of the first
to complete the road march, 30 kilome-
ters, he got back on the course and mo-
tivated his fellow cadets towards the fin-
ish line, marching the final kilometers in
with them. This was highly encourag-
ing to the rest of the group and will be
remembered since he completed 40 kilo-
meters by the end of the morning. The
four universities participating in the
event were Texas A&M Corpus Christi,
Texas A&M Kingsville, Saint Mary’s
University and University of Houston.

Captain continued from page 2
several of the older houses and build-
ings and erect cottages along the sea
wall near the pool and Bay Club. We
believe this will attract more people to
visit and stay on base.

There are a lot of moving parts to
the plan and it requires cooperation
from a number of commands. We hope
to have the first steps of the plan ap-
proved before the summer is over. The
positive impacts of the changes will
reach far beyond our fence line. If ev-
eryone in Flour Bluff has access to a
golf course and our Marina, it could at-
tract more people to live there, which

will bring more money to the area and
improve the schools and neighbor-
hoods! Everyone wins!

Vitale had a great visit, learned what
we do here from the folks who do the
work, saw our facilities and learned of
our plans to improve the QOL for ev-
eryone on and off base. NASCC is suc-
cessful because of the hard work every-
one does, the cooperative spirit shared
by all, and pure Navy and Texas pride!
Keep up the great work! You’re all mak-
ing a difference!

Be safe and I’ll see ya on the beach!
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Ask Dr. Garcia

A:::::

Q:::::

Garcia

What your friend has sug-
gested sounds like a “marital
myth” that, unfortunately, many
married couples utilize to gauge

their marriage. Marital myths are simply
a series of fairly well-integrated beliefs
shared by the married couple, concern-
ing each other and their mutual position
in the marriage.

Typically, these beliefs go unchal-
lenged by everyone involved, in spite of
the reality distortions which they may
imply. These attitudes, largely unex-
pressed directly, run below the surface
of the married couple’s interactions and
help shape its general outline and spe-
cific features. They are often found to
be important roots of marital difficulty.
This is just one of many myths that may
prevent further marital dissention and
unhealthy decision-making.

“Marital partners should see eye-to-
eye on every issue and should work to-
ward being as identical in outlook as
possible.” The first part of this statement
is just about impossible to achieve. The
second part is of questionable benefit.
Recognition of the inevitable differences
between you can be helpful and construc-
tive.

Many married couples seem either
unwilling or incapable of recognizing
their differences with respect to past ex-
periences, basic attitudes, and personal-
ity styles. Instead, there seems to be a
projection of one’s personality attributes,
both positive and negative, with little
ability to see the other partner realisti-
cally.

“In a marital argument, one part-
ner is right and the other is wrong, and
the goal of such fights should be for the
partners to see who can score the most
‘points.’” Obviously, this is not the case.
When one marital partner wins a fight, it
is usually the marriage as whole that
loses. Marital competitiveness is not pref-
erable to a cooperative working environ-
ment in which no one scores points, and
the outcome is such that the marriage and
the couple both profit.

“Marital partners increasingly un-
derstand each other’s verbal and non-
verbal communications, so there is little
or no need to check things with one an-
other.” This may certainly be the case in
functional, non-problem marriages, but is
often strikingly untrue for couples in

trouble. Marital partners may assume
that what they have said or done was
clearly understood. They may also be-
lieve they are able to read someone else’s
mind or know what they mean. In work-
ing with couples, my experience has been
that when the marital partners specifically
check their assumptions with one an-
other, they are often shocked at their own
misperceptions and misinterpretations.

“Positive feedback is not as nec-
essary in a marriage as is negative feed-
back.” Many marital couples do not re-
flect and let their partners know when he
or she has done something pleasing.
However, there is often less hesitancy in
comment ing on something that  has
caused hurt or disappointment. Positive
feedback increases behaviors that are
welcomed in the relationship.

“‘…And they lived happily ever af-
ter.’ A good marriage should happen
spontaneously and should not need to
involve any work on the part of the par-
ticipants.” This is another carry-over of
the romantic idea of marriage as a bliss-
ful, dream-like state. The realistic truth,
however, is that marriage involves day-
to-day and minute-by-minute interaction
of those involved, as well as constant
negotiation, communication, and problem
solving. Unfortunately, more marriages
than not spend only a few minutes a week
talking with one another about anything
meaningful.

Lastly, in response to your concern,
“If a marriage is not working properly,
having children will  rescue i t .”  Al-
though the arrival of children may often
temporarily make the spouses feel some-
what more worthwhile and give them a
new parental role, children are not the
cement that will hold poor marriages to-
gether. What often happens instead is
that children become the victims of mari-
tal disharmony.

My husband and I have
been having marital problems
for quite some time. We do not
have any children. Some friends

of mine have suggested that if we have
a child, our marriage will be rescued.
I’m not sure if I’m even ready to have
children.

Dr. Garcia is the owner of the Healing
Institute for Marriage and Family Counsel-
ing. If you have any questions for Dr. Garcia,
please email: troubadour55@hotmail.com
or call (361) 814-4556.

Southside Special Offer

Call 361-765-9671  
Put my experience to 

work for you  
www.travisscollier.com

Everyone gets a closet & a bedroom of their own in this 4 bedroom, 2 bath first-owner special 
in Royal Creek Estates. This brick home was built in 2005, and has over 1900 square feet 
of living area. Numerous features include tiled common rooms, stainless steel appliances, 
granite countertops & island, 2 dining areas, custom cabinetry & moulding, recessed ceilings 
in Den & master bedroom, & split tub/shower in master bath with two sinks. Front loading 
washer & dryer convey for $2000; deep freezer & shed all convey with a reasonable offer.

Sign up now for “The Corpus Report”
my take on the market, and what you need to do to survive the 
downturn. Email me now at traviscollier@kw.com for the first issue!

The Market at Timber Gate
6646 S. Staples  •  993-6100

Open 
Sundays
11 am - 3 pm

Gyro, Chips & Tea
$599

No Other Offers Apply

10% OFF
Lunch or Dinner

With DoD ID

Happy 
Hour

Mon-Thur 3-7

More specials available for lunch and dinner. Discounts  
do not include alcohol. Call for details. Schedule  

now for your holiday and catering events.
Call in orders welcome. Delivery and catering available.

Belly 
Dancers

Friday - Saturday 
Nights

“The Place for Italian Food  
in Corpus Christi”

See our menu and wine list at www.lucianositalian.com

Lunch:	 Monday-Friday
	 11:15 - 1:45 pm 
Dinner:	Monday-Saturday
	 5:15 pm to 9:45 pm

1821 S. Alameda St.
Corpus Christi, TX 78404
361-882-3191

 

Luciano’s Italian Restaurant

Military Special - One 
Free HD/DVR per family

15370 S. Padre Island Dr. 
(Just past Whitecap Blvd.)

361-949-7737

Free Delivery on Padre 
Island after 5pm

Island Italian
Restaurant

Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials
Live Music - Thur-Sat

Mon-Thur 11-9:30 
Fri-Sat 11-10 
Sun 5-9:30

Specializing in Fine Italian Cusine
Poudly serving Padre Island  

and our military for 21 years!

EST. 1949

HOWARD’S

BAR-B-Q
New Hours - 11 am - 3 pm

Monday - Friday 
“Best Dang Bar-B-Q In Texas!”

Buy 1 Plate, Get Second  
Plate Half Off*

Must present coupon at time of order.

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★

*Restrictions Apply

Lease education and signing were among
the final preparatory steps. Housing is a mili-
tary benefit, so most residents had never
signed leases. To minimize stress during the
transition, GMH held town hall meetings to
answer questions and conducted lease sign-
ing sessions.

When takeover day arrived, 100 percent
of leases were already signed. Overall, 4,126
homes were occupied, and residents were well
aware of who to contact for all their needs.
Thanks to advance preparation by GMH and
the Navy housing staff, the transition went
smoothly, and was a success for residents
and managers alike.

“This dramatic improvement in housing
conditions for service members and their fami-
lies is already increasing their quality of life,
readiness, morale, and retention,” Wolff
added.

GMH Military Housing and the Navy
earned each others’ trust and commitment by
making teamwork and communication a top
priority. It also laid the groundwork for the
overall project, and kept everyone focused
on upcoming objectives.

For their distinguished commitment to
the PPV agreement and their professionalism
in all aspects of military housing and lodging
management, the Navy Region Southeast
Housing program was awarded the Profes-
sional Housing Management Association
(PHMA) 2008 Group Award.

“As a former Regional Commander in Ha-
waii,” said Rear Adm. Michael C. Vitale, Com-
mander, Navy Region Southeast, “I have been
involved in public-private venture (PPV)
housing projects first-hand and know the sig-
nificant quality of life benefits it affords our
service members and their families.

“GMH has a proven track record in man-
aging and maintaining quality housing and
is dedicated to outstanding customer service.
As partners, the Navy and GMH are commit-
ted to making the Southeast Region’s PPV
successful for every resident in GMH Mili-
tary Housing.”

PPV Housing continued from page 5

The American Veterinary Medical As-
sociation recommends a blood test for ex-
isting heartworm infection before begin-
ning a prevention program to confirm that
your pet is not already infected with the
disease. In addition, annual re-testing is
recommended to check your pet’s status
and ensure that the appropriate medication
is being prescribed.

NASCC’s VTF policy is to test dogs at
six months of age or older and annually
thereafter.

The VTF is located by the hospital and
is open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to
12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. We are autho-
rized to provide services to those persons
enrolled in the Defense Enrollment/Eligibil-
ity Reporting System (DEERS). Heartworm
testing and preventatives are available at
the VTF and your local area veterinary clin-
ics. Pets are seen by appointment only; to
schedule, or if you have any questions,
please call (361) 961-3952.

Vet Clinic continued from page 3
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Twenty firefighters from NAS Corpus
Christi and 12 from Naval Station Ingleside
participated in an intensive vehicle extrica-
tion course hosted by NASCC and taught by
Jason Feinstein of L.N. Curtis & Sons, Res-
cue Division.

Training included morning classroom
sessions that covered new automotive tech-
nology and construction that has made many
of the “old ways” ineffective and even dan-
gerous on today’s lighter and, in some cases,
stronger vehicles. Also covered were hazards
associated with the new “Hybrid” cars, as well
as more common hazards such as airbags com-
monly found in most cars today.

Following the classroom portion, person-
nel moved out in the field to what looked like
a major pileup with four cars and a van in
various positions to challenge rescuers. Aside

from the more common door and roof removal
from cars that were still on four wheels, stu-
dents utilized a new strut system that allowed
stabilization of vehicles involved in rollovers.
Other situations involved the vehicles being
unstable and as such, presented a significant
hazard to rescuers and entrapped victims.

Rescue scenarios included “tunneling”
into the passenger compartment from the
trunk and the underside of a vehicle. This
latest specialized training better prepares
these firefighters to “Protect Those Who
Defend America” when one of our service
members, civilian employees or their families
are involved in a vehicle accident on or of
base.

Personnel from both bases respond off-
base via respective mutual aid agreements
with the surrounding community.

Specialized extracation exercise
keeps NASCC F&EMS up-to-date
by John Morris, NASCC Fire Chief

Military firefighter PO2 Robert Ohms operates a cutting tool while inside an
overturned car.

The recent transfer of military housing
at 11 Southeast Naval bases in five states
from the Navy to the private sector imple-
mented the Navy’s largest single PPV (pub-
lic/private venture) agreement to date. The
project’s six-year initial development period,
which includes design, renovation, and con-
struction, has been valued at approximately
$700 million. GMH will be responsible for the
management and maintenance of the project
for the next 50 years.

 “Many factors, including a shrinking
housing budget, aging units, and mainte-
nance backlogs have made it difficult for the
Navy to provide quality housing of service
members,” said Richard Wolff, Navy Region
Southeast Housing Director. “This partner-
ship makes it possible for the Navy to reno-
vate and construct family housing quickly
and affordably.”

The Navy Region Southeast Housing

Team, comprised of region headquarters staff
and installation program managers, balanced
the privatization partnership with GMH and
the daily management of approximately 11,000
family housing units and 32,000 bachelor
housing spaces. To ensure a smooth transi-
tion and partnership, GMH staff shared of-
fice space with Navy housing personnel. This
allowed immediate referrals, better customer
service, one-stop shopping, easier accessi-
bility, and guaranteed prompt service.

The next step was to contract essential
services, such as garbage collection, clean-
ing, facility maintenance, landscaping, and
pest control. Dozens of management docu-
ments, including operations and management,
environmental, and disaster plans, as well as
leases, addendums, and resident guides were
drafted, reviewed, and approved.

Navy Region Southeast and GMH
housing transfer a success
by Richard Wolff, NRSE Housing Director and Robert Shepko, Sr. Vice Pres. of Proj. Mgmt. for GMH

PPV Housing continued on page 17
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We say YES when others say No

SPECIALIZING 
in

100% Financing
(no money down)

100% Financing
Van Dyk 
Mortgage 
has many 
programs 
that allow 

borrowers to go to the table 
with absolutely “No Money 
Down”. The days of needing 
10-20% down are a thing of 
the past.

FHA/VA
FHA and VA loans 
allow borrowers even 
with not-so-perfect 
credit purchase new 
homes with No-Mon-
ey-Down and still 
maintain an excellent 
interest rate.

Investors
Most inves-
tors still use 
conventional 
loans. This is 
in most cases 
not the cor-

rect decision. Please contact one 
of our Loan Officers to discuss al-
ternative financing.

Renters
Most rent-
ers are con-
vinced they 
cannot qual-
ify to buy a 
home. Guess 

what? Most are wrong. Let us help 
you purchase a place of your very 
own.

Desi Laurel
Buyer Specialist
Advantage Realty
Realtor/Owner
(Veteran USN)
361-737-6159
Suite D4 

Troy Perkins
Branch Manager
Owner
361-334-7903 ext 25
Suite D3

WELCOME SELLERS and BUYERS

Featured Services
FHA/VA Approved  •  Debt Consolidation

Cash Money Out
Same Day Pre-Qualification

BAD credit OK

6601 Everhart 
Corpus Christi, TX 78413

BUYER REPRESENTATION AT NO COST TO YOU

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

Need UNLIMITED MINUTES on your 
cellphone? Need one set price per 
month to fit  your budget?

BOOST  UNLIMITED   
$45 per mo. FIRST MONTH FREE! 
Phones starting at $99.99
Nancy’s Wireless - Call 857-0100

For Sale: Iron-Grip Strength Home Gym for 
sale.  Peck Deck, Lat Pull Down, Seated Row.  
Includes Lat Pull Down Bar, T-Bar, Tri-Cep Pull 
Down, 300-lbs Weight, and other accessories. 
$300.  Call 361-986-0095.

Kolcraft Bassinet w/mobile. Gently used.  
$30.  Call 361-986-0095.

Home Gym. Like New IMAGE 4.0 with Bench 
and Weights. Model # IMBE 40051. $299 
OBOCall 361-991-7345.

Furniture:  All in excellent shape. Thomasville 
solid pecan entertainment center $3500 new, 
$500. Tell City, hard rock maple dining room 
set with hutch, table with 6 chairs, $400. Lazy 
Boy Recliner $100, sofa $70, large hutch/
bookshelf $75. Call 361-949-7252.

Gun For Sale - H&K 91, .308 cal, preban, four 
20-round mags and one 5-round mag, 100+ 
rounds of ammo: $3,000. 
361 946-2844.

First Community Bank
PART-TIME TELLER position available 
for Island branch.  Need individuals 
who are customer service orientated.  
Previous bank teller, cash handling, and 
computer experience preferred. Please 
fax resume to 361-888-3796 or email 
jharris@fcbot.com. EOE

Cars for sale
2001 Honda Accord EX-L 3.0 VTEC 6cyl.
Perfect Mech. Cond., Hard to find V-6
3M Tint, 54,000 miles, 6cd, sunroof, Leather 
rapped, Mint Condition.
353-4421, $12,000.

98 Chevy Cavalier, Automatic, AC, Remote 
CD Player, Tinted Windows. $2800.  Call 
361-986-0095. 

1998 HONDA ST1100 Motorcycle, well 
maintained, only 10185 miles, great com-
muter or just plain fun for one, lots of extras, 
$4800. OBO.  Call 361-949-5101.  

employment

Anna’s Ice Cream
Cookies & More
Delightful Deli

En Rosa
Gyros & Kabob

Juanito’s
La Duena
La Vida

Orange Julius
Oriental Express
Pretzel World

Wendy’s

Anna’s Ice Cream
Cookies & More
Delightful Deli

En Rosa
Gyros & Kabob

Juanito’s
La Duena
La Vida

Orange Julius
Oriental Express
Pretzel World

Wendy’s

Airline at S. Padre Island Drive 
Corpus Christi, Texas   

(361) 993-2900
SEARS  •  BURLINGTON COAT FACTORY  •  STEIN MART

MALL

Items for sale

Chaplain continued from page 2
the economy or the state of our politics.

James, Jesus’ half-brother, wrote,
“Faith without works is useless,” (James
2:20). In another place, he wrote, “Pure and
undefiled religion before God the Father is
this: to care for orphans and widows in their
misfortune and to keep oneself unstained
by the world,” (James 1:27). Tough times
could be considered the best times to act
as “salt of the earth” and as a point of
“light” in the world, as Jesus taught in
Matthew’s gospel, Chapter 5.

Jesus taught us to come to God with
our needs. “Ask and it will be given to you;
seek and you will find; knock and the door
will be opened for you. For everyone who
asks, receives; and the one who seeks,
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door
will be opened,” (Matthew 7:7-8). Human
provision is not enough to meet the needs
we have or the needs of others. We should
always be involved in praying, and we
should be praying together.

These principles are at work in our
base chapels. We have members, who were
once discouraged, encouraged now with the
company of praying partners; members,
who were once facing difficult illnesses,
now experiencing God’s healing; members
who were once looking for a way to be a
blessing, becoming a blessing; members
who were once feeling lost, finding fulfill-
ment; members who were once feeling dis-
connected, getting connected; members
who were once unsure of faith, discover-
ing faith anew. There is no magic involved.
It is the faith of our country’s founders at
work in a real and personal way. It is godly
faith in action.

who are not associated with the Security
Department. Everyone must be vigilant and
continue to monitor their areas. Any time
suspicious activity is observed, all hands
are advised to never assume it is part of an
exercise or assessment and should there-
fore report it immediately. Call (361) 961-
3333 to reach base Emergency Operators
to report suspicious activity or any emer-
gency. Please note that dialing 911 from on
or off base, including your mobile phone,
will connect you to the city’s emergency
operator instead of the base operator.
NASCC Emergency Services share a very
close relationship with city police and fire
departments and will coordinate the re-
sponse together. However, if an incident
occurs on base, calling 911 rather than 961-
3333 can lead to unnecessary delays.

The upcoming assessment promises to
justify attempts to correct vulnerabilities
that many here have known for years. The
team’s report will be used to compete for
funds and is expected to validate our re-
peated requests for money and manpower.
The true benefit comes from their expertise
and fresh look enabling them to identify
threats we may never have imagined.

For more information on the JSIVA,
please call MAC Charles Kittle, NASCC Anti-
terrorism Officer (ATO), at (361) 961-1699.

Security continued from page 2

HORSEBOARDING for two horses in Flour 
Bluff. Two stalls in barn with pastures avail-
able, secure and private location.  Partial or 
full care options.  Call 361-939-8241.



March 27, 2008 	  Wingspan          Wingspan	 March 27, 2008    6 15

Texas Army ROTC Units qualify
for Proficiency Badge

Voice your concerns about healthcare
and find out about new and upcoming health
services at Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi
(NHCCC) at the Health Care Consumer Coun-
cil town hall meeting April 10,at 10 a.m. Your
participation and input are not only welcome,
but, in fact, vital.

“The forum will give our beneficiaries an
opportunity to personally say what is on their
minds,” said Captain Robert B. Sorenson, MC,
the commanding officer at NHCCC.

The forum will take place in the NHCCC
Auditorium, Room 1509, 1st floor, Bldg. H-
100. The auditorium entrance is easily ac-
cessed through the Wellness Center entrance
on the south side of the building. Brief pre-
sentations from select health care representa-
tives of current practices, new policies and
programs, and other beneficial information are
on the agenda.

Sorenson acknowledged the benefits of
using information vehicles such as the Inter-

active Customer Evaluation (IC) system, or
participation in DoD surveys to provide
healthcare input. However, he also stressed
the value of a live forum where questions can
be asked. “This setting is a great opportunity
because of my background in family medicine
and my experience with providing patient con-
sultations,” said Sorenson.

The Health Care Consumer Council is an
open forum to stimulate and encourage your
input. This is also an opportunity for you to
learn about new and upcoming health services
that. Anyone is welcome to attend the forum
and have their chance to communicate directly
with the NHCCC Commanding Officer and other
health care officials. Sessions will also be held
throughout the rest of the year, on June 26,
Sept. 18 and Dec. 11, all at 10 a.m.

For more information, please contact
NHCCC Customer Service (361) 961-6166 or
visit https://www.nhcorpushcs.med.navy.mil/

Health Care Consumer Council
Town Hall Meeting scheduled
by Bill Love, NHCCC Public Affairs Officer

The Army ROTC unit at
Texas A&M Corpus Christi
sponsored a regional area
qualifier for the German
Armed Forces Proficiency
Badge on March 10. Those
who were aboard NAS Cor-
pus Christi that morning
saw the unusual sight of rut
sacks and camouflage utili-
ties marching around the pe-
rimeter of the base.

This badge is one of few
Foreign Service badges au-
thorized for wear on the
dress uniforms for cadets,
enlisted personnel and of-
ficers. It is awarded and cer-
tified by German Liaison of-
ficers who are stationed throughout the
United States.

Lt. Col. Hiegl and Sgt. Major Wolfs,
both German Army Liason Officers from
Fort Sill, Okla., administered this particu-

by Ensign Nolan Lucas, Wingspan Contributor

lar certification, which is awarded in
bronze, silver and gold levels. The re-
quirements for obtaining the badge in-

Army ROTC continued on page 18

Five ROTC cadets sprint towards the finish line in unison after completing
30 kilometers on March 10.

Members of the TAMUCC Army ROTC relax and
allow their legs and feet to rest after the march.
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Island Foundation Schools

Seashore 
 Learning 
  Center

Serving grades K-4
Serving our community since 1996

TEA Exemplary Campus
15801 S.P.I.D.
361-949-1222

fax 361-949-6762
     

Seashore 
 Middle 
   Academy

Open-enrollment, tuition-free, 
public charter schools

Serving grades 5-8
Opened August 2007

College preparatory middle school
15437 S.P.I.D.
361-654-1134

fax 361-654-1139

Space is limited—act now!
Open registration is from March 1 to March 31, 

and the lottery to determine admission will be held April 1.  
Forms may be downloaded from www.islandfoundation.esc2.net. 

 
Serving Padre Island, Flour Bluff, Port Aransas and the Naval Air Station.

For more information, visit our website:  www.islandfoundation.esc2.net

5242 Holly Rd  
 Corpus Christi, TX 78411  

(361) 994-9393

RE/MAX 
Metro 

Properties

Victoria Prince 
(Veteran)

(361) 991-3145   
(361) 442-3436 

At a Glance

How to place a  
Free Classified

Page 13
Classified Ads

Page 16
Dining & Entertainment

Page 16 & 17

www.victoriaprince.com

Serving NASCC since 1967…

Visit www.grouponecc.com
 (search all properties)

Homes for Sale

Being relocated? For excellent service,  
let us put you in touch with one of our 

 “Leading Real Estate Companies of the 
World” in your new location.

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Properties for Lease
Some offering military discounts

124 Fulton  Portland  3/2/2.................. $1400

2725 Santa Fe B  2/2.5/1.......................$865

133 Lake Shore 3/2.5/1........................ $1500

133656 Teague Lane #23  2/2/2 crpt......$825

4000 Surfside #1007  2/2..................... $1200

4000 Surfside #802   1/1........................$895

4000 Surfside #306  2/1....................... $1200

Charles C. Smith
Attorney at Law

Former Judge Advocate US Navy

• Personal Injury
• Car Accidents
• Divorce
• Bankruptcy 7 - 13
• Child Custody
• Merit System Protection Board
• Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Personal Injury • Criminal Law
Auto Accidents • Divorce
DWI • Wills and Probate

Immigration

4531 Ayers, Suite 402
Corpus Christi, Texas

 (361) 881-8509
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Gerald G. Villarreal
Attorney at Law

CCAD Employee 1991-2001

Del Mar College  
Transportation  

Training Services
(West Campus)  

Old Brownsville Rd. & Airport Rd.
Earn your Class A CDL  

in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  

courses also available.

3Tuition reimbursement  
from sponsored  

companies
3Military tuition  

assistance available 
3Government Grants 

3Job placement  
assistance

Call Now To Register
(361) 698-2707
www.delmar.edu/trucking

Ask about our  
new Bus Program

Certificate in Ministry Training  
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Master of Divinity

You will find our class schedule on our  
Web Site at www.stscs.org

Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,  
just past TAMU-CC,  or call us at 991-9403

The South Texas SCHOOL of 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association 
with Howard Payne University and Logsdon School 
of  Theology at Hardin-Simmons University. If you are 
interested in a Christian Studies education from a fully 
accredited SACS and ATS institution here in Corpus 
Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably reason-
able, our professors are eminently qualified, and our 
location is convenient. Many of our classes are taught 
in the evening,  typically one night a week.

• 	 Upgrade    •  Repair
•	 Custom Built Computers
•	 Wireless and LAN  
	 Network Support

CALL Mike Westergren
Office: 361-334-9534  

Mobile: 361-290-9049
email: michael.westergren@gmail.com

DEPENDABLE SERVICE AT 
YOUR HOME OR OFFICE

DEPENDABLE COMPUTERS

children in a safe, nurturing environment,”
Barclay continued.

Recognizing child abuse is important
in helping a child who is suffering from it.
There are common signs for physical and
emotional abuse of children. These signs
can help determine the types of abuse, but
are not all-encompassing or needed for
abuse to be occurring.

Each case of child abuse is unique and
needs to be approached specifically and
correctly. Physical indictors of child abuse
include unexplained welts and bruises on
the face, throat, upper arms and buttocks,
unexplained burns, such as cigarette burns,
rope burns and any infected burns on the
body of the child.

Behavioral indictors include extreme
emotional behavior; for instance, depres-
sion, withdrawal and aggression, excessive
fear towards guardians or caretakers, anti-
social behavior, and inconsistent explana-
tions of injuries. Neglect is often charac-
terized by poor hygiene, malnutrition,
speech disorders habit disorders, behav-
ioral extremes and inappropriate behavior.
If you recognize these signs in a child, the
most significant way you can help them is
taking charge and getting involved.

The Tennyson Center for Children has
provided some guidelines and suggestions
in preventing child abuse. Volunteer your
time to your child and children of the com-
munity. Abuse can only occur if you allow

Child Abuse continued from page 1
it to happen. Examine your own behavior
and make sure that you are not emotionally
abusing a child unintentionally.

Educate yourself and others on the
signs of abuse. Teach your children their
rights so they understand if abuse may be
occurring outside the household. Mostly
importantly, speak up and report abuse.

“The Child Development Center cares
very much about children and making our
community aware of child abuse and its’
effects,” said Barclay. “Citizens who are
concerned about the problem of child abuse
and neglect are asked to wear blue ribbons
as a symbol that they can make a differ-
ence. Please join us as we take a stand
against child abuse.”

If you know or are a child affected
by physical/emotional abuse or
neglect, please contact the Child
Abuse Hotline at (800) 336-4582.
You can also contact Family
Advocacy at (361) 961-3862.

For information on the Blue Ribbon
Campaign, please visit their website:
blueribbonsonline.wi.gov/
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TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THE WINGSPAN MILITARY NEWSPAPER

CALL (361) 814-0866
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

Lighten Up for Spring
Hi-lights

50%
Off

Boutique Du Jour
Expires 04/10/08

*First time clients only

855-2323
www.boutiquedujour.com

1220 Airline (next to Toys  ‘R Us)
Tuesday - Friday Only

*

How would you spend an 
Extra $100

Show the Avon Book to family, friends, or  
Co-workers. Then Call The Avon Store with the Orders!
Join the Largest Avon Group in the Coastal Bend! Over 30 

years combined Experience Training Successful Avon  
Members. Stop by the store or call for an appointment.

(1-800-811-0801)
 E-Mail:  AVONMALL@AOL.COM
Order Online:  www.youravon.com/mpaniagua

The Avon Store
(In Gulfway Shopping Center )
6030 S. Padre Island Drive
Corpus Christi, TX   78412
361-992-7845

Become an Avon Sponsor & Refer a Friend. Each Successful Referral 
pays YOU $30 up to $680 + Residual Bonuses!

CLIP N’ SAVE

OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY

James Mathis Exxon
Your Friendly  

Family Auto Center
4862 S. Alameda at Airline
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 THE SERVICE STATIO
N

991-6280

We are committed 
to offering you 
quality serivce. Our 
staff  will deal with 
you honestly and 
with respect and 
courtesy.

Mechanical Work and State Inspection Hours  M-F 8-5:30 pm  -  Sat 8-4

COME SEE THE FOLKS YOU CAN TRUST TODAY AND TOMORROW

HANDWASH & DETAIL
(Available by Appointment)

We Do Pre-Sell Inspections
State Inspections

Full Service Available
We Sell Interstate Batteries

and Cooper Tires

CLIP N’ SAVE

Radiator Flush & Fill
Includes  
1 gal. coolant. 
Complete 
system inspection  
+ $2 disposal fee.

With
Coupon

James Mathis Exxon
1 Coupon Per Visit - Exp. 04/31/08

Dex Cool Flush & Fill 3995

$3695

CLIP N’ SAVE

4 TIRE ROTATION 
AND BALANCE

(Cars & Light Trucks Only)

And Up 
Most Cars

James Mathis Exxon
1 Coupon Per Visit - Exp. 04/31/08

$500 Off
Includes up to 5qts. Superflo 
10W30 oil (Exxon Finest) Filter, 
Lube & 17pt Maintenance Check 
+ $2 Disposal Fee.

James Mathis Exxon
1 Coupon Per Visit - Exp. 04/31/08

$2195
Oil Change Special

Major Credit 
Cards Accepted

Attention WINGSPAN Readers 
Spread the Word. For your convenience … as you know 
Wingspan is available at many “on Base” and “off Base” loca-
tions. The three newest  “Off Base” distribution points include:

HEB Plus
Waldren & SPID
SunHarvest
Airline & SPID           
B&J Pizza
6335 S. P. I. D.

When you pick up Wingspan 
at one of the “off Base” Distri-
bution points, please consider 
saying thank you to the  
retailer.  Everyone likes to 
know that what they do is no-
ticed and appreciated!  
Or visit:  www.nascc.navy.mil 
to read Wingspan on line.

Volunteer recounts
time at NMCRS
by Tambi Parker, NMCRS Director

Start with a
non profit, vol-
unteer service
o rgan i za t i on
that’s been
around for 104
years, mix in a
mission of com-
mitment to ser-
vice members,
and add a handful of energized, “ready to
serve” individuals and what do you get?
The Navy Marine Corps Relief Society, NAS
Corpus Christi. Amy Pincelli, NMCRS Cor-
pus Christi’s Chairman of Volunteers, an-
swers questions you may have about vol-
unteering and ways you can make a differ-
ence in the life of a service member.

Pincelli started volunteering for
NMCRS in 2003. “We had relocated, yet
again, and I wanted to get involved in some
type of volunteer work. I researched Big
Brothers/Big Sisters and the March of Dimes,
but I wanted to help out my fellow military
families in some respect. That day, I received
my Spouse’s Club newsletter in the mail and
saw that NMCRS on base was looking for
volunteers.

“I pulled up their website at
www.nmcrs.org to research the organization
and it seemed like a great fit for me. I am so
glad that I did because I love volunteering
for NMCRS. They also pay for my child care
needs during volunteer hours and my mile-
age. You can’t beat that!”

It’s up to the individual how much time
they wish to devote to volunteering. “I vol-
unteer, on the average, about 12 hours a
week,” says Pincelli. “We have some volun-
teers who come in once a week, some who
come in twice a week, and some who volun-
teer once a month. The organization is just
happy to have you volunteer your time!”

“There are a lot of different opportuni-
ties,” she continued. “We have financial
casework, reception, thrift shop duties, pub-
licity, public speaking, and the list goes on.
There really seems to be a fit for just about
everyone! I love it to because you get some
great training along the way. NMCRS has
area trainers who visit every three months
to keep volunteers up to speed and com-
fortable with their chosen positions.”

Another benefit to NMCRS is that when
you relocate, you won’t have to be retrained
at another Society. Just about every duty
station will have an office, so you can con-
tinue with the same organization in the same
capacity.

“I love having that continuity because
as a military spouse, we expect to have to
‘start over’ every couple of years,” says
Pincelli. “New house, new schools, new
job…but with NMCRS, you can just jump
right back in. Sometimes I wish everything
was that easy with a move!”

If you are interested in volunteering with
NMCRS, please contact Amy at (361) 961-
3482. It is a great way to meet some wonder-
ful people and help out those in need.

Monday is $0.50 bowling night
at Lighthouse Lanes!

· Bring the whole family out
for bowling night! Every
Monday is $0.50 Bowling
Night at Lighthouse Lanes,
located next to the E Street
Gym.

· Lifeguard registration and training is still going on! Training dates are as
follows: April 5-6, and 12-13, from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. If you have any questions
please contact Earl Olsen at 961-3260.

· The Child Development Home Program (CDH) is looking for a “few
good homes” to provide quality child care to NASCC and NS Ingleside.
CDHs allow care providers to work in their own homes, watching their
children grow, while caring for children of military and civilian families and
earning an additional income. CDHs are an alternative to center-based
care and are often preferred by families because of the small group sizes,
the home-like atmosphere and flexible hours of operation that other centers
often cannot accommodate. If you’re interested, please contact the Navy
CDH Office at (361) 961-1166 to find out more about certification and
requirements for application.

· The Oasis Pool will open
for lap swimming on April 1.
Hours: Monday-Friday, 11
a.m.-1 p.m.; 4 pm-6 pm.
Saturday, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.
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His arm muscles bulged like coiled snakes
opening and closing as he peddled his bike be-
ginning the 25-mile portion of the Wounded
Warrior Bicycle Ride on March 15.

Army Staff Sgt. Matt Lammers, who lost
both legs and his left arm due to an Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) in Iraq, participated in
the event beginning at the NAS Corpus Christi
Ocean Drive gate, with 17 of his service member
buddies. They are only a small portion of
wounded veterans that fill our military and
Veteran’s Clinics throughout the U.S.

“I was on my second tour in Iraq,” said
Lammers, a 25-year-old, Olathe, Kan., native. “I
was with the Army infantry. Now I live in the
hospital (Brooke Army Medical Center) in San
Antonio.”

Although Lammers said now he’s “half man
and half machine,” his positive spirit and self-
induced motivation is a source of inspiration
for others. A wire that connected his prosthetic
arm down to his hand broke, so Lammers simply
had his hand taped to the handlebars so that he
could “row” his way through the race.

A mound of tape held his left hand to the
handlebar and that was enough to put a smile
on Lammer’s face. He was ready to ride.

Almost a dozen Corvette’s from the “‘Vette
Club,” rode in procession with the Wounded
Warriors at the beginning of the race. Introduc-
tions, interviews and the Flour Bluff NJROTC
color guard and National Anthem took place at
noon, and then the Patriot Guard led the riders
along the route on Ocean Drive.

“I’ve got a sore throat and didn’t feel real
good this morning,” said a bicyclist who drove
up from Brownsville, Texas, to participate. “But
when I think of what these service members have
gone through, and yet they’re riding, I just knew

Wounded Warrior continued from page 1

I wanted to do this.”
This female bicyclist rode the 40-mile por-

tion of the race from the Ocean Drive gate to
the American Bank Center. Then there was an-

other loop on Ennis Joslin Rd, be-
fore returning to the starting line to
compete her portion of the ride.

Close to 200 riders joined in to
enjoy the warm day in support of
the project. Ride organizer Eric
Gardner, who volunteered to do this
segment of the nationwide event,
said, “It’s been amazing how the
people in Corpus Christi and sur-
rounding areas have turned out with
volunteer and financial support.”

“The line last night was around
the corner, and down into the park-
ing lot,” said volunteer Diane Lee.
“We got almost 200 riders just in one
night! This really is a worthwhile
event.”

The ride, designed to help
wounded service members return to
a more active role through cycling,
kayaking, and other activities, has
had a positive effect on veterans.
Proceeds from rides like this also
provide the service members with
opportunities to participate in activi-
ties like hunting and skiing trips.

And through it all, the muscles
on Lammer’s right arm keep on coil-
ing and bunching as he rows his
way along the route. One revolution
at a time, for other wounded veterans.

Capt. R.B. Sorenson, NHCCC
Commanding Officer, greets his loyal
‘fans’ during the Wounded Warrior
Bike Ride on March 15.
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PFC Adrian Garcia gives a thumbs up before
the race begins.

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

William A. Thau III, P.C.

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., Suite A-101 • CORpus Christi  
(361) 937-5513  •  Toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly

10% 
Discount 

with 
DoD ID

Recommended Service

The GOLF Shop

HARRIS UST SHAFTS
WINN GRIPS
GOLF PRIDE GRIPS

 CHARTER DEALER  -  

1257 Nile Drive  •  Corpus Christi, TX 78412
361-991-8101  •  866-991-8101 (toll free)

Come in  
for your 

swing analysis

“Let us set-up your clubs to your swing”
Fred Culbertson and Rob Thomas

NEW-USED AND CUSTOM FITTED CLUBS  
SPECIALIZING IN ALL CLUB REPAIRS 

Custom Fittings
ReGrips 
ReShafts

“Your Golf Made Better”

Saturday, April 5th!

ORTHODONTIC
EVALUATION

FREE
• 0 Down Payment
• $88.00 Per Month

WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

EXAM &
X-RAYS
$1900
WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

TOOTH WHITENING
$19900

WITH COUPON

We Cater To  
Cowards
With Bad  

Breath and  
Crooked Teeth

•	 Gentle Family Dentistry
•	 Financial Arrangements
•	 Delta Dental & United Concordia
•	 Medicaid Accepted
•	 Non-Surgical Gum Treatment

Pleasing You Is Our Primary Concern

SUNRISE MALL
FAMILY DENTAL CENTER

994-GUMS (4867)

Evening and Saturday  
appointments available

Dr. Scott Barton  

2 7/16” x 2 3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir
Corpus Christi, Tx  78415

361-854-2278

2150 W. Wheeler
Aransas Pass, Tx 78336

361-758-5199

(also located in Calallen and Alice)

1700 Wildcat, Ste.#C
Portland, Tx  78374

361-643-8243

Humpal Physical Therapy
& Sports Medicine Centers
www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

•  Comprehensive Physical Therapy Outpatient Treatment
•  Provider for Champus, ChampVA, and TRICARE
•  Aquatic Therapy in Large Indoor Pools
•  Free Injury Screening

9301 S.P.I.D.
Hours by Appointment  

Monday thru Friday

937-5555

Tri-Care Provider    

dental care in Flour Bluff for the whole family

Family Dentistry
Dr. G.S. Fossum, D.D.S. P.C.

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY:
Paul A. Kennedy, Jr., D.D.S.
Paul A. Kennedy, III, D.D.S.

William B. Haley, D.M.D.

ORTHODONTICS:
Robert B. Hanover, Jr., D.D.S.

Gary F. Wesson, D.D.S.

Providing Orthodontics 
for both adults and  
children.

6200 Saratoga
Corpus Christi, TX 78414

992-9500 • 993-6600
1-866-992-9500

3435 S. Alameda Suite A
Corpus Christi, TX 78414

853-0381 
1-866-769-1205

www.paulkennedydds.com

Caring Individuals  
Dedicated to Your Fam-
ily’s Good Health.

•	60 Days of Appetite Suppressants  
(controls hunger & regulates mood)

•	60 Days Diuretics (as medically indicated)
•	30 Days of Lipotropic (fat metabolizing) vitamins
•	Kidney, Liver and Thyroid screening
•	Choice of 1st free injection (B-12 or Lipo-Den)
•	Referral program available  •  Fully bi-lingual staff

BELLWETHER WEIGHT LOSS CENTER
5525 S. STAPLES (Enclave Professional Center)

Are YOU Ready 
For Your PRT?

RN
on site! Call 985-6060

ATTENTION Active Duty Military and DoD 
Personnel Do YOU have an item to SELL … 
WANT to BUY a item … 
LOST/Found an item or pet …
Do you need a babysitter or other service provider?
You can place a FREE (non-commercial)  
CLASSIFIED Ad In the April 10, 2008 issue of  
Wingspan. Please e-mail or fax your ad by 
04/02/08. Email:  wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com
Fax:   361-884-9019
(please mark on your e-mail or fax that you are  
active duty or DoD)

TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS  

IN THE WINGSPAN  
MILITARY  

NEWSPAPER  
CALL (361) 814-0866

or email
wingspannewspaper@

yahoo.com

Iraq’s air force, with help from a U.S. transi-
tion team, attained a tenfold increase in its num-
ber of weekly sorties and doubled the size of its
fleet over the past year, a military official said
on March 17.

Air Force Maj. Gen. Robert R. Allardice,
commander of the Coalition Air Force Transi-
tion Team, said in 2007, the Iraqi air force evolved
from flying 30 sorties a week to 300 by the end
of the year. The force’s fleet also grew from 28
airplanes to 56.

“The Iraqi air force began the movement
from just a dream on paper to a force that will
eventually become a credible air force serving
the nation of Iraq,” said Allardice.

The general also noted that the number of
Iraqi airmen grew in the past 14 months from
about 700 to roughly 1,350, plus 450 operators
currently undergoing training.

Now in the 12th month under his command,
Allardice lauded the “absolutely remarkable”
progress of the coalition team responsible to
the Multinational Security Transition Command
Iraq for standing up the Iraqi air force.

“When I showed up, the Iraqi air force was
just barely starting their growth spurt,” he said.
“Thanks to your United States Air Force, largely,
with an infusion of 360 people and a lot of hard
work on the Iraqi and multinational security tran-
sition corps (fronts) here, we’ve actually seen
the Iraqi air force grow significantly in the past
12 months.”

In 1991, Iraq had the world’s sixth-largest
air force. But coalition forces largely obliterated
the corps during operations Desert Storm and
Iraqi Freedom. Rebuilding Iraq’s air force be-
gan recently, the general stated in a previous
news conference, with the first serious efforts
beginning in earnest in 2005.

In the past year, the transition team has
transformed the Iraqi air force from a fledgling
corps to an active force that regularly carries
out critical transportation, supply and surveil-
lance missions. On the ground in the meantime,
the Iraqi air force established an operations
command center and a pilot school, plus a tech-
nical training school and an academy that has
graduated its first class of basic trainees.

Allardice said the current focus is on build-
ing an Iraqi air force capable of further support-
ing the counter-insurgency effort by the end of
2008, with an expected 100 aircraft flown by
operators capable of providing three times the
current level of surveillance and intelligence.
By 2009, Allardice said, he expects Iraqis to be
able to defend their air sovereignty, which he
characterized as the next strategic milestone.

“We are also focusing on building the in-
stitution that can actually perform the manage-
ment (and) leadership functions of that air force,”
he said. “And it’s a pretty exciting thing, but it’s
also a very challenging effort.”

As the Iraqi air force reaches for new
heights in counterinsurgency and combat ca-
pabilities, the current fleet continues to inspire
the citizens of Iraq.

“The first time I flew on a Huey, it was the
look on the face of the Iraqis that I could see as
I flew over them that made me fully appreciate
the impact of having an Iraqi aircraft in the air
visible to the Iraqi people,” he said. “That, in
my mind, is more important than shooting some-
body from an airplane.”

Iraqi Air Force in-
creasing sorties, fleet
by John Kruzel, American Forces Press Service
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Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday  
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Keep the Sparkle in Your Smile!

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

For our dental phobics we offer:
•	 Nitrous oxide gas
•	 Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
•	 Blankets and pillows  
•	 Walkmans 
•	 Warm towels 

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

SOUTHSIDE	 ALAMEDA	 BAY AREA	 CALALLEN	 PORTLAND
992-6458	 855-7346	 985-1418	 241-9541	 643-2518
5945 Saratoga	 3435 S. Alameda	 7121 SPID	 13725 NW Blvd	 1929 W. Hwy 181
Across from	 Next to	 In the Bay Area	 Across from	 In the
Spohn Hospital	 Driscoll Children’s	 Medical Office	 Calallen High	 Crescent Center
South	 Hospital	 Building	 School	 Building

www.thechildrensclinic.com • Since 1952

That’s why so many parents choose the Children’s Clinic. 
Our experience and compassion allow you to take com-
fort in knowing that your child is receiving the best care  
possible. We’ve been doing this since 1952. We know 
a thing or two about kids. Come by any of our five  
convenient locations and see for yourself.

We Know Kids

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We 
take all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Aetna, and a 
Medicaid Provider is on site to determine eligibility.
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(1) 12 Certificates for lube, oil and filter changes for up to 3 years from date of purchase or lease depending on driving habits. Excludes SRT models. See owners manual for recommended maintenance schedule. (2) See dealer for a copy of 
limited warranty and details. Non-Transferable. Not available on SRT, Diesel vehicles, Sprinter, Ram Chassis Cab, and certain fleet vehicles. (3) Star ratings are part of U.S. Department of Transportation’s SaferCar.gov program (www.safercar.
gov). (4) When properly equipped. (5) Current and retired personnel, veterans within 6 months of discharge and their immediate family members receive an additional $500 military bonus on the purchase or lease of a new Jeep Wrangler, Wrangler 
Unlimited, Liberty, Patriot, Grand Cherokee, Commander, Chrysler 300, Town & Country, Aspen, Sebring Sedan & PT Cruiser. Excludes SRT models. Must present current military ID, retirement or discharge paper at time of purchase. To be 
eligible retirees must have at least 20 years of service. See your dealer for details. (6) MyGIG in-dash video playback capability is not available in all states. See dealer for details. (7) Based on 2007 Competitive minivans. Excludes other Chrysler 
models. (8) Always sit properly in seat with seatbelt fastened. Children 12 and under should always sit in back seat. (9) Not available in CA,CT,MA,ME,NY,PA,RI and VT. A 2.4L PZEV engine will be substituted. Chrysler, Jeep, Stow ‘N Go, Trail 
Rated, Command-Trac, Sky Slider and Freedom Drive are registered trademarks of Chrysler LLC. 

SEE YOUR TEXAS CHRYSLER-JEEP® DEALER. chrysler.com/texas or jeep.com/texas 

(2)

Jeep Wrangler Unlimited
• Five-Star Government Frontal Crash Test Rating(3) 

from NHTSA • Trail Rated® - four-wheel-drive 
capability • Command-Tac® transfer case

Jeep Wrangler
• Standard Electronic Stability Program with 

Electronic Roll Mitigation, brake lock differentials and 
Brake Assist • Washout interior with removable carpeting 

and drain plugs for ease of cleaning

Jeep Patriot Sport
• 28 EPA EST MPG Highway • Standard ESP 

• Available Freedom-Drive II 
with Off Road Group for Jeep 

Trail Rated Capability.

Jeep Grand Cherokee
• Five-Star Government Frontal 

Crash Test Rating(3)

• Newly upgraded standard 4.7L V8 Engine

Jeep Liberty
• Unsurpassed available 5,000-lb towing capacity(4)

• Electronic Stability Program  with Brake Assist, 
all-speed traction control, Electronic Roll Mitigation 

• Available Industry Exclusive Power Sky Slider™ Roof

Limited Warranty

YOU PROTECT US!
 NOW WE PROTECT YOU!
YOU PROTECT US!
 NOW WE PROTECT YOU!

ALSO RECEIVE A 
$500 MILITARY BONUS(5)

 
IN ADDITION TO CURRENT CASH ALLOWANCES ON CHRYSLER & JEEP VEHICLES

IT ’S A NEW DAY

WITH A MILITARY EXCLUSIVE 
NO-EXTRA-CHARGE 3-YEAR LUBE, 

OIL & FILTER SERVICE CONTRACT(1) 

AND ALL BACKED BY 
THE BEST WARRANTY 

IN THE BUSINESS WITH 
UNLIMITED MILEAGE.

Chrysler 300C
• Five-Star Government Frontal Crash Test Rating(3)

• Available MyGIG™ Entertainment System(6)

Chrysler Town & Country
• The industry’s fi rst and only available Stow ‘N Go® 

seating and storage system(7) • Five-Star Government 
front & side Crash Test Rating(3)

Chrysler Sebring Sedan LX
   • Revolutionary 2.4-liter World Engine(9)

• 30 EPA EST MPG Highway

Chrysler PT Cruiser
• 2.4 liter 150 horsepower engine

• Standard Supplemental Side 
Seat-Mounted Air Bags(8)

Chrysler Aspen
• Five-Star Government Frontal Crash Test Rating(3)

• Standard Supplemental Side Curtain Airbags(8)
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Awards and Achievements

Surface warrior awarded Mineman
of the Year for NMAWC

Captain Terry Auberry, Chief of Staff for Naval Mine and Anti-Submarine
Warfare Command (NMAWC) presents the “2007 Active Duty Mineman of
the Year” Award to Mineman (SW) 1st Class Favian Garcia of the Mine Warfare
Training Center. The ceremony was held in the MWTC auditorium where
friends and family congratulated Garcia.

Chief Hull Maintenance Technician (SW) Fred L. Thomas (left) culminated a
distinguished 24 year career and was awarded the Navy Commendation Medal  on
March 10 by Capt. R.B. Sorenson. The award was presented for meritorious service
while serving as Senior Enlisted Leader, Command Suite and Directorate of
Health Services, Naval Health Clinic Corpus Christi from May 2004 to April 2008.

Thomas receives Navy Commendation
Medal for 24 years service
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Bidding farewell is a part of military
life that few relish. It is tough simply be-
cause we are not just team members – we
are family. Moreover, family members gen-
erally stick together, so when one departs,
especially the good ones, it is not difficult
to imagine that the rest of us are left feel-
ing like something is missing.

Such is the case with Captain Don
Cenon B. Albia, MSC, Naval Health Clinic
Corpus Christi’s executive officer, whose
two year tour came to a close on March
21.

Jeannine Hardwick, Lean Six Sigma
Command Black Belt says that she will
miss him because, “he has influenced
me…offering his faith and trust in the job
that I do, while…being there to mentor
[us] along the way as needed.” There is
little doubt that anyone who knows Cap-
tain Albia would disagree with Ms.
Hardwick.

Enlisting in May 1974 at U.S. Naval
Base, Subic Bay, Philippines, Albia began
his career as a deck seaman. Ten years
later, he was already wearing the Chief’s
hat and anchor.

With his eyes always on self-im-
provement, he did not rest after making
Chief. Instead, and went on to earn a com-
mission. In 2005, he became the first Fili-

pino recruited in the Philippines to rise to
the rank of Captain in the Medical Service
Corps of the United States Navy.
You will hear Albia profess to others that
they should never forget where they came
from.

“My enlistment process began
when I sent a 2"x3" picture with my name,
date of birth and address on the back of it.
I received a card with the number 13441
and the time and date to show up at U. S.
Naval Base Subic Bay, which was ten
hours by train from my home,” Albia said.
“No explanations were given about what
the number meant or what was going to
happen when I reported.”

He first took a written exam, along
with 300 other U.S. Navy hopefuls. Based
on the results, only 25 progressed to the
oral interviews. Five were eliminated be-
cause of their lack of English-speaking
skills. The young men were never ad-
dressed by their first or last names, but
were only called by their calling card num-
ber and had to respond immediately. There
were no second chances.

“If I had not remembered the num-
ber 13441, or if I had not heard them call it
because I had gone to the bathroom, there
would not be a Captain Albia today,” he
remarked with a chuckle. “I would prob-

ably be harvesting rice now instead of
running a hospital.”

Don Albia was one of the fortunate
twenty who passed the screening pro-
cess and boarded a plane bound for sunny
California boot camp and a life full of op-
portunities.

This month, 34 years later, he will re-
turn to California to serve as the Com-
manding Officer of Naval Hospital 29
Palms.

“Somebody was watching out for
me,” he confesses. “That somebody was
either a supervisor, the leading petty of-
ficer, and also family.”

Turning his XO reins over to Cap-
tain Edgardo Perez-Lugo, MSC, Captain
Albia reminds us that although his time
here was very short, he did his very best
to make a difference.

“I hope that I have influenced
enough people to do the right thing,” he
offered. “I hope that they will be able to
say, ‘He took care of me, I wanted to ask
him something and he took the time.’”

Leadership, mentorship, and friendship: Captain of ‘ships’ departs NHCCC
by Bill Love, NHCCC Public Affairs Officer

Capt. Don Albia, NHCCC XO,
shows off the “easy button,”
which he used frequently to let
others know that challenging tasks are not as difficult as they appear. Albia left
NASCC on March 21 to serve as CO of Naval Hospital 29 Palms, California.
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Around the Base in 2008

Residents and guests of Shields Park get ready for summertime with a Luau
on March 15. Shields Park hosts many gatherings each week, including a
day-trip to the Big Fisherman restaurant in Rockport on Tuesdays, and a
breakfast every Thursday from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. at the Marina.

(above) Kevin Leary from L.N. Curtis & Sons visited NAS Corpus Christi to
present a plaque to Izrel. L.N. Curtis is a well-known fire safety equipment
supplier and generously offered to sponsor the NASCC F&ES portion of PFAD
through a donation to Driscoll Children’s Hospital.

(left) Pilot for a Day Izrel Saldivar explores an F/A-18A “Hornet” with Capt. Benjamin
Chamberlain,  a member of the VMFA-112 Cowboys from NAS Fort Worth.

Pilot for a Day receives visit from F-18,
special recognition from NASCC Fire House

AC1 Eric Anderson, CNRSE’s Sailor of the Year, receives his trophy from
Rear Admiral Michael C. Vitale during an All-hands ceremony on March 20.
This is the second consecutive year a Sailor from Air Operations has won the
base distinction.
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