
April 27, 2006	 Wingspan          Wingspan	 April 27, 2006     

WingspanWingspan
20

Vol. 12, No. 09	       Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas	 Thursday  •  April 27, 2006

C
M
Y
K

NJROTC continued on page 12  

Traffic Cones

Ladders
Backpacks

Ropes

Safety Goggles

Clip Boards

Paint

Light Bulbs

Chains

Your mission changes every day. And you need a convenient, compliant way to acquire the essential supplies you 
need to get it done. GSA Global Supply offers a vast selection of the products the Navy needs to function – in 
war time and all others. Gain access to our products with your government purchase card or DoDAAC, browse 
our product offerings and order directly from GSA Global Supply by phone, fax or our web site. Or, you may order 
GSA Global Supply products through GSA Advantage!®, DOD EMALL, or electronically via MILSTRIP requisition. 
Should your mission require an item that GSA Global Supply doesn’t currently offer, our procurement experts 
are available to help you locate it. Whenever you order from GSA Global Supply, you can order with confidence 
– knowing that you’re adhering to FAR, JWOD, socioeconomic and environmental mandates. Most importantly, 
GSA Global Supply allows you to purchase more of what you need through a more streamlined, easy-to-navigate, 
fully supported process. For more information or to place an order, visit www.GSAglobalsupply.gsa.gov. Or call our 
customer service representatives at 1-800-525-8027.

U.S. General Services Administration

See it. Buy it. Get it.
Your Mission. Your Way.

Ad code: 0-6-5150   Photographer: Matthew Bash. Courtesy of DoD

Visit us at the 

2006 GSA Expo 
in the San Antonio 

Convention Center, 
May 15-18.

Booth 5040

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE WINGSPAN MILITARY NEWSPAPER

CALL (361) 814-0866

The “Hustlin’ Hornets” of Flour Bluff 
High School’s NROTC Program achieved 
a major milestone recently. They returned 
home after snatching the Navy National 
Drill Team competition win - their tenth con-
secutive overall. The Navy Nationals were 
held April 7 and 8 at Naval Air Station, Pen-
sacola, Fla. They also won first place dur-
ing a regional drill competition meet, held at 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 
15’s hangar on board NAS. That meet was in 
late January. 

Maintaining the number one ranking year 
after year has its definite challenges, accord-
ing to Senior Chief Petty Officer Lee Hollo-
way, Flour Bluff Naval Science Instructor.

“There’s a tremendous amount of pres-
sure on the students and staff,” acknowl-
edged Holloway. “There have been several 
minor changes to the different drill routines 
over the years. We took a few hits at the Navy 
National this year. It’s difficult for the kids 
to change their routines. We had five judges, 
four from each service and a head judge re-
viewing and critiquing us. Where we have 
a potential conflict is when you have, say, a 
Marine drill instructor who has an opinion 
different from a Navy drill instructor. It can 
create a lot of potential confusion.”

Holloway has been teaching NJROTC 
students for 18 years. He spent eight years at 
Ray High School before transferring to the 
Flour Bluff Independent School District.

“Each year we participate, it becomes 
tougher to maintain your reputation,” said 
Holloway. “Unlike other regional competi-

tions, it’s much more difficult to hide your 
mistakes at the national level. They (the 
judges) watch us like hawks.”

The Flour Bluff NJROTC team certainly 
has an impressive reputation to maintain. 
They also have swept the Grand National 
competitions eight times, and currently holds 
and maintains that prestigious title.

Senior Naval Science Instructor Cmdr. 
Armando Solis, who’s been teaching at 
Flour Bluff High for the past 12 years, in-
dicated the NJROTC program is a positive 
influence on all students who participate in 
the program.

“It demonstrates the Navy Corps values 
to them at an impressionable age,” explained 
Solis. “It’s a day-to-day manifestation of 
honor, courage and commitment for these 
kids. They learn how to work as a team, and 
develop discipline and self-esteem. We’re 
getting ready for the Grand Nationals next 
month, so the cadets have to concentrate and 
focus now, more than ever. I’m really proud 
of my cadets. They’ve learned how to ba-
sically work from the same template, so to 
speak.”

During the competitions, the cadets are 
evaluated on originality and complexity of 
the drills, in addition to precision. The drill 
teams compete in several different catego-
ries, including basic regulation drills dis-
playing formation and footwork typically ac-
complished by the female drill squads). The 
exhibition drills (done by the males) involve 
the use of weapons, and include such tricky 

NAS Flour Bluff NJROTC Students learn true meaning of hard work, discipline 
Story and photo by JO2 Jeffrey Fretland

Commander Eric J. Hendrickson relieved 
Commander Matthew P. Ahern as Com-
mander, Training Squadron Twenty-Seven 
(VT-27), on April 13, at Naval Air Station 
Corpus Christi.

The VT-27 “Boomers” welcomed their 
new commanding officer in a traditional 
change of command ceremony held in Han-
gar 58. Guest Speaker was Rear Admiral 
Prindle, Commander Patrol and Reconnais-
sance Group in Norfolk, Virginia.

Hendrickson an Arcata, Calif. native, 
graduated from the Maine Maritime Acad-
emy, was commissioned an Ensign in April 
1988 and designated a Naval Aviator in No-
vember 1989.  His first operational tour was 
with the “Mad Foxes” of Patrol Squadron 
Five (VP-5) in June 1990, where he flew in 
support of “Operation Desert Shield,” and 
“Operation Desert Storm.”  

During April 1993, Hendrickson reported 
to the Defense Language School, where he 
qualified as a Dutch and Spanish linguist; 
and then to the Naval Postgraduate School, 

where he was awarded a Masters of Science 
in Operational Oceanography.  

His next assignment was to the USS 
Dwight D Eisenhower (CVN-69), where 
he served as a Catapult and Arresting Gear 
Officer, and “Mini” Boss. In June 1998, he 
reported to Patrol Squadron Thirty (VP-30), 
where he served as an Instructor Pilot. In 
December 1999, he reported to Special Proj-
ects Patrol Squadron One (VPU-1), where 
he served as Mission Commander and Of-
ficer-in-Charge on numerous classified de-
tachments.  

Hendrickson’s next assignment was to 
Naval Air Systems Command. He reported 
onboard VT-27 in February 2005 as the ex-
ecutive officer.  

He lives in Corpus Christi with his wife, 
the former Michelle “Mimi” Caron, and their 
sons, Austen and Seth.  

Commander Ahern was born in Fond 
du Lac, Wisconsin, graduated from Purdue 
University, and was commissioned via the 

Hendrickson takes over helm of VT-27
Story by Lt. Jerome Gussow

These six Flour Bluff High School “Hustlin’ Hornets” cadets from the NJROTC Program recently 
returned from participating in the Navy National Drill competitions at NAS Pensacola, Fla. The 
NJROTC team captured first place. All six have military or civilian parents working or stationed 
on board NAS. From left to right they are as follows: (front row) Cadet/CPO Jaclyn Stewart and 
Cadet/Lt. j.g. Danielle Pletcher. (Back row, left to right), Cadet/PO2 Brian Quinn; Cadet/CPO 
Matthew Horn; Cadet/PO1 Adrian Altimirano and Cadet/Ensign Josef Horn. Their next stop is 
the Grand Nationals in Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Hendrickson continued on page 8   

Commander Matthew Ahern stands relieved as Commanding Officer, Training Squadron 
Twenty-Seven (VT-27) just prior to Cmdr. Eric Hendrickson being sworn in on April 13 by the 
Training Wing Four Commodore, Capt. Dale Little. (Photo by Richard Stewart)
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From the Skipper 

Chaplain’s Corner

Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE	
Base Catholic Chapel			 
Sunday Mass  - 8:30 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.)	
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

Wingspan is an authorized publication for members 
of the military services, civilian personnel and their 
families. Its contents do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the U.S. Government, the Department of 
Defense, Department of the Navy or the Department 
of the Army, and do not imply endorsement thereof.

Wingspan is published every other week by D.J. 
Young Publishing, 3601 Tripoli,  Corpus Christi, 
Texas 78415, a private firm in no way connected with 
the U.S. Navy, under exclusive written contract with 
Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas.

The editorial content is prepared, edited and 
provided by the Public Affairs Office of Naval Air 
Station, Corpus Christi, Texas.  Stories and photos 
not otherwise attributed are written by the Wingspan 
staff.  The address is: Commanding Officer, NAS 
Corpus Christi, Attn:  Wingspan, 11001 D St. Suite 
143, Corpus Christi, Texas, 78419-5021.  All news 
releases should be sent to the above address.  Please 
call (361) 961-2674 for deadline information. 

The appearance of advertising in this newspaper, 
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute 
endorsement by the Department of Defense, the 
U.S. Navy, the U.S. Army, Naval Air Station Corpus 
Christi, or D.J. Young Publishing, of the products 
and services advertised. Everything advertised in this 
publication shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, 
gender, national origin, age, marital status, physical 
handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit 
factor of the purchaser, user or patron. If a violation 
or rejection of this equal opportunity policy by an 
advertiser is confirmed, the publisher shall refuse to 
print advertising from that source until the violation 
is corrected.

To advertise in Wingspan, please call D.J. Young 
Publishing at (361) 774-4162.

Take a moment to — be cool
by Capt. T.E. Coolidge 

Time flies when you are having fun. I 
have thoroughly enjoyed serving as a chap-
lain aboard this base. It has been three years 
and the Navy is sending me to Norfolk. I will 
keep my Texas connection though as I serve 
aboard CG-56, the USS San Jacinto. NAS 
Corpus Christi has been a great experience 
for my family and me. Great Skippers, great 
ward rooms, great Chiefs, and on and on I 
could go.  

Well, let me just say that I love being a 
Chaplain and I always looked forward to 
driving on this base each day. Each day was 
different and exciting. O.K., enough about 

Coolidge

Well, I’ve never 
claimed to be a prog-
nosticator but I can say 
that I think we’re in for 
a long dry Spring and 
Summer. I’ve never seen 
so many brown patches 
of grass – in April.

Some of you recently 
were affected by the 
City-imposed “brown 

out” where sections of the city lost electric-
ity for from a half hour, to almost two hours.  
It happened in the afternoon, so by the time 
you got home, you probably had to re-set 
your clocks. And if your home alarm sys-
tem doesn’t have a battery backup, then you 
may have had to re-set your personal code 
as well.

And we’ve not even gotten to Summer 
yet, and with electric costs and most evi-
dently gasoline costs rising, this can be an 
expensive summer.

I try not to give a lot of orders about con-
servation, but I would like to see our military 
families consider being better guardians of 
our resources. Yes, gas prices have gone to 

Pulling Chocks
by Chaplain Robert Christian

May Calendar of Events
The NAS Fleet and Family Support Center is hosting an Active Parent now in Three 
Workshop in the VTC Classroom at Naval Hospital Corpus Christi on May 2, 9, and 16. 
It will be held from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. for parents with children between the ages of one to 
four. For parents with kids ages five to 12, sessions will be held on May 3, 10 and 17 at the 
times listed above. To register, contact the Fleet and Family Support Center, located on 
the fourth deck of the Naval Hospital. Their phone number is 961-1785/3722.

Motorcycle certification classes for basic riders will be held today and May 30-31.  The 
Advanced Classes are May 5, 13 and 22. For additional information, contact the NAS 
Safety Department at 961-3673.

The American Automotive Association Driver Improvement Classes will be held tomor-
row, April 28, and May 2, 3, 4 and 23. The course is mandatory for all personnel operat-
ing a government vehicle. You can save up to 20 percent on your automobile insurance, 
depending on the company. The course is one day in length, and will be held in Building 
Seven, Room 210.  For more information or to register, contact the NAS Safety Depart-
ment at 961-3673.

Classified Control located at Headquarters Building 2, will complete Fd-258 fingerprint 
cards for security investigations on NAS military and DOD civilian personnel. This ser-
vice is provided only from 1:30 to 3 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. For 
more information, contact Assistant Security Manager Estella Jiminez at 961-3370. 

Warning: Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, is designated off-limits to all military personnel in UICs 
00216, 31457 and 42094 by the Commanding Officer, NASCC, and Commander, Navy 
Region South. The ban, in effect since March 4, 2005, is in response to increased violence 
due to drug trafficking, kidnapping and murders along the U.S.-Mexico border. 

The Operation Paintbrush Program is searching for volunteers. This program paints 
homes for elderly residents or people too seriously ill or injured to maintain their homes. 
For more information, contact AC2 Ashley Drange at 961-2503. 

to care for those in your 
work place? Could it 
be that you are exactly 
where God wants you 
and not have realized 
your unique role? God 
might want you to be 
the office chaplain that 
speaks words of encour-
agement, and that goes out of the way to care 
for specific needs, to provide guidance with 
words of wisdom. There is a passage from 
the New Testament that speaks to this is-
sue—that whatever job you undertake, do it 
like you are doing it for the Lord. 

Thank you for letting me be your Chap-
lain. 

me.  Do you enjoy what you do? I would 
like to challenge you to be excited about 
what you do. I believe that your vocation is a 
gift from God and He wants you to enjoy it. 
Whether you are a Butcher, Baker, or Candle-
stick maker, God has given you special abili-
ties and talents and He wants to use you in 
whatever occupation you hold. If you despise 
your job, maybe you should start looking for 
something else. If you’ve despised it for a 
long time your co-workers will probably lend 
a hand.  

All kidding aside, sometimes the dissatis-
faction means it’s time for a physical change.  
Sometimes, though, the change needs to be-
gin in our perspective. Could your sole pur-
pose be to encourage those around you, and 

more than $70 per barrel, and I don’t have to 
tell you that, because you’re probably seeing 
the price rising almost each time you fill your 
tank.

You might be surprised at how much you 
can save by simply ensuring the tire pressure 
on your vehicle is what it’s supposed to be 
– for each tire, and – slowing down. Believe 
it or not, your gas consumption will go down, 
if you stay at the posted speed limit.  

When a person drives a Dodge ram full-
sized pickup (and I’m not picking on Dodge, 
it’s just that one zoomed by me recently) with 
a V-8 engine, four wheel drive, and going at 
80 miles-an-hour, I’ll tell you that he’s not 
getting 10 miles-per-gallon at that speed.

If you’re into big trucks and SUVs, you 
can probably get a good buy right now be-
cause with the price of gas likely to hit $3 this 
summer, dealerships are willing to drop the 
prices on these behemoths, just to get them 
off the showroom floor. But you, the con-
sumer is going to take it in the wallet paying 
these gas prices.

If there’s no one at home most of the day, 
then simply raising the thermostat in your 
home during the day to say, 80 degrees, and 

then lower it to your comfort level when you 
get home, at the end of the month you’ll see a 
difference. Rather than if you simply left it at 
the same lower temperature all day long.

Some of you might be thinking that “I’m 
getting into your business,” but the point is, 
if you apply little things to your daily lives, 
then you’ll save money. Even something 
like ensuring that the windows and doors in 
your home (or office) are encased by insula-
tion tape to keep the cool in and warmth out 
– will help make your home more comfort-
able. Putting “shade” film on your windows 
also helps keep the heat (and UV rays) out, 
and cooler air in.

Some of you new to South Texas are al-
ready finding it too warm to be outside right 
now. Wait until the “heat” comes during July 
and August and then you’ll know why adapt-
ing some of these money-saving techniques 
can affect your living pleasure and help you 
enjoy being here. 

The swimming pools open real soon, and 
for those who can take advantage and appre-
ciate the sun, it IS a good time to be outside.  
Make the most of what we have here, sun 
and wind.  See you at the beach!

Retinal detach-
ment is a relatively 
common condi-
tion affecting an 
estimated five to 
10 percent of the 
population. Reti-
nal detachment is 
a condition where 
the retina- a layer 
in the back of the 

eye that detects light- separates from the 
layer of blood vessels beneath it. There are 
many ways in which the retina can become 
detached, and when this happens it is consid-
ered a medical emergency.

Individuals that are middle-aged or older, 
those that are very nearsighted, people who 
have had cataract surgery, persons that have 
had a serious eye injury or eye disease, or 
those who have a family history of retinal 

sence. In many cases, vision can be restored 
if retinal detachment is treated promptly.

You can help prevent retinal detachment 
by taking good care of your eyes. While 
playing sports or swimming, use protective 
eyewear. If you are extremely nearsighted, 
have a family history of retinal detachment, 
have had eye surgery or have an eye disease, 
see your eye doctor regularly. Depending on 
which part of the eye that is affected, you 
may not have symptoms of retinal tears or 
detachment, which can become worse over 
time and lead to permanent blindness. If you 
have any questions or concerns about retinal 
detachment, are at risk for retinal detachment, 
or want to know if you are at risk, don’t wait. 
Do not hesitate to consult your healthcare 
provider, and seek emergency medical care 
for any of the symptoms of retinal detach-
ment above.   

detachment are all at increased risk.  Diabetic 
patients also have an increased risk of devel-
oping a retinal detachment. How someone 
knows they are suffering a retinal detach-
ment depends on which area of the eye the 
detachment is occurring and how large the 
detachment is. Usually what happens is a tear 
develops in the retina, either from trauma or 
disease and the fluid inside the eye leaks into 
this tear and lifts the retina off of the blood 
vessel layer beneath it. Sometimes, as one 
ages, the fluid in the back of the eye can de-
generate and actually suck the retina off its 
foundation. Whichever the case, suddenly 
seeing many flashes of light, seeing floaters 
(black spots or cobweb-like shapes), loss of 
peripheral (side) vision- described as a cur-
tain being drawn across one’s visual field, or 
blurred or distorted vision are all common 
symptoms of retinal detachment. Once the 
retina becomes detached, time is of the es-

• 4 SWIMMING POOLS
• COVERED PARKING
• JACUZZI • FIREPLACES
• BASKETBALL COURT
• WASHER-DRYER CONNECTIONS

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY ROPKO INC.
Visit us at www.Ropko.com to view our floor plans

993-1030
1515 Ennis Joslin

Active Military Discounts Include:
No deposits  •  No application fee.

2913 Rogers Street
Corpus Christi, Texas 78405

(361) 884-8941

Cedric G. Byrd, Servant

You’re Welcome to Worship with Us!

Providence
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST

“A Praise Opportunity”

Sunday Services:
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11:00 a.m.
(1st Sunday of each month - Holy Communion)
(4th Sunday of each month - Youth Day)
(5th Sunday of the month - Women’s Day)
YPWW: 7:00 p.m.
Evening Worship: 8:00 p.m.

Weekday Services:
Bible Study/Pastoral Teaching

Wednesday: 7:30 p.m.
Mid-Day Prayer

Saturday: 12:00 noon
Other GWT Ministries—    

Media, Benevolence, Music,  
Nursing Home, Outreach,  

Young Women of Excellency,  
Youth Ministry

Buy One Key & Get 
One FREE KEY

Limit 6 sets. One coupon per 
visit. Not to be combined with 

any other offer.
Padre Island Supply Inc.

937-1473
9830 S.P.I.D.

361-937-4690
10210 S.P.I.D

Open Daily 11a.m. - 11:00p.m.
  We Deliver on NAS-CC, Flour Bluff   

& The Island *
*Minimum Order Required Please

•	 Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials
•	 Greek Nights Every 	

Friday & Saturday  	
5:00 to 10:00 pm

•	 Char-Grilled Steaks & Chicken
•	 Serving The Best Pizza 	

In Town!

George’s
Seafood & Steaks

Since 1974
Everything Is Home Made!

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 11am-6pm

THE
CRAB
STORE

FRESH
SHRIMP
at Good Prices

9842 S.P.I.D.
937-6618
• Soft Shell Crabs	 • Live Crabs
• Stone Crab Claws	 • Crab Meat
• Stuffed Jalapenos	 • Crab Fingers
• Deviled Crabs	 • Stuffed Flounder

Fresh Fish, Oysters & Scallops

Current Events Sponsored by Christine H. Young 
Independent Senior Sales Director

145 Naples Street • Corpus Christi, TX 78404   
 Career Opportunities Available

Phone:  361-779-7119 • Fax: 361-884-9019

5242 Holly Rd • Corpus Christi, TX 78411 • (361) 994-9393
www.victoriaprince.com RE/MAX Metro Properties

Victoria Prince (Veteran)
(361) 991-3145  or   (361) 442-3436 (Cell)

A great buy on Kings Crossing Golf 
Course! Over 2400 s.f. home features  
3-car garage w/wkshop area, hardwood in 
formal dining, large open kitchen, 4 bed-
rooms plus office, surround sound. Best 
price on the golf course!  $274,500.

7913 Etienne Drive

6802 Saratoga Blvd.
Corpus Christi, Tx 78414

(361) 985-9999
Fax (800) 934-9691

“Specializing in VA Loans”

★A MEGAMERICA MORTGAGE GROUP, INC. AFFILIATE★

Conventional, VA, Stated
Bad Credit, Investment 
Condo, Multi-Family 
Existing and Construction

Quick Credit Approvals
Rate/Term Reduction 
Home Equity/Cash-Out
First Time Homebuyers

John Orr Broker/Owner
TMBL#58507

Del Mar College  
Transportation  

Training Services
(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd. 

& Airport Rd.
Earn your Class A CDL  

in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  

courses also available.

3Tuition reimbursement  
from sponsored  

companies
3Military tuition  

assistance available 
3Government Grants 

3Job placement  
assistance

Call Now To Register

(361) 698-2707
www.delmar.edu/trucking

Ask about our  
new Bus Program

Corpus Christi - 854-2278  Alice - 664-9675
Sinton - 364-1342    Aransas Pass - 758-5199

Call for free advice from a member  
of our professional staff

24 Hr. Injury Hotline
1-800-853-2278

Humpal Physical Therapy
& Sports Medicine Centers

www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

• Comprehensive Outpatient Physical Therapy
• Provider for Champus and TRICARE Insurance Plans
• Aquatic Therapy in Large Indoor Pool
• Free Injury Screening

GO WITH WHAT WORKS!

Healthwatch
Don’t Separate from your Retina
by Lt. Cmdr. Nate Ruttig

Ruttig

Christian
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Army Private Amber Rupe
Veterinary Food Inspection Specialist, NASCC Veterinary Clinic

Station Spotlight 

George Wesson
Communications Manager, NASCC Telecom Office

Originally from Stephenville, Texas, Wes-
son has been on board NASCC for 25 years 
working in the civil service. He is a retired 
Navy Chief Radioman whose last two duty 
stations were NTCC Corpus Christi, and VQ-
Four, located at Naval Air Station Patuxant 
River, Md. 

“I get great satisfaction with making sure 
the communications systems work as they 
should,” said Wesson. “I manage the telephone 

communications for all three Navy bases in 
South Texas. We review and establish routes 
for new phone lines. We coordinate contrac-
tors and vendors through the command. In ad-
dition, we change service codes, do all trans-
lations for service programs, and manage the 
main telephone switch.”

Wesson is married with a son, 35 and a 
daughter, 32.

Boutique Du Jour
Salon & Spa

$59 Champagne Package
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Champagne 30 Minute Facial

855-2323
1220 Airline (Next to Toys ‘R Us)

$69 Exquisite Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style,
30 Minute Aromatherapy
Facial & Make-over
Paraffin Manicure

Honey…just because
it’s Mother’s Day…

$179 Heavenly Du Jour
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Le Stone One Hour Facial
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
One Hour Massage
Make-over
Lunch & Wine

$219 Le Sweetheart Package
Le Stone Facial
One Hour Massage
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Make-over
Dozen Red Roses
Lunch & Wine

$99 Ultimate Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Manicure
Paraffin Pedicure
1 Hour Facial
Make-over

$139 Pamper Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Body Wrap
Paraffin Pedicure
Paraffin Manicure

0 Please set all copy in upper and lowercase, flush left as indicated on artwork at these point sizes: Consultant name in 11-point Futura Heavy; Independent Beauty
Consultant in 9-point Futura Light; phone number in 11-point Futura Regular; Web site or e-mail address in 7-point Futura Light.

‡ Please set all copy in upper and lowercase, flush left as indicated on artwork at these point sizes: Consultant name in 11-point Futura Heavy; Independent Beauty
Consultant in 9-point Futura Light; Web site or e-mail address in 8-point Futura Light; phone number in 7-point Futura Light. 

To the Consultant: Only Company-approved Web sites obtained through the Mary Kay® Personal Web Site program may be utilized.

Name‡
Independent Beauty Consultant‡
Mary Kay® Personal Web Site address‡
Phone Number‡

Give her a gift that nurtures

her mind, body and spirit. From

wonderful fragrances to luxurious

spa sets to beautiful body care.

Call me to find the perfect way to

pamper Mom with Mary Kay.

how do you
thank

Mom?

Christine H. Young
Independent Senior Sales Director

Phone: 361-779-7119
E-mail:chyoung@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/chyoung

“Career Opportunities 
Available”

A native of Peoria, Ill., NASCC is Rupe’s 
first duty station. She has been on board the 
base for one month. She has been in the Army 
for 10 months. Rupe says there are a number 
of different facets to her occupation.

“One of our main functions is to inspect 
commissary products, and remove expired 
items off the shelves,” explained Rupe. “We 

always have something different to do, and 
there’s a lot of variety in my work.”

Rupe hopes to eventually attend college 
or a two-year trade school. She is undecided 
about a fulltime career in the Army.

In her spare time, Rupe enjoys driving in 
the country, reading, drawing and painting.
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Attorney at Law
Practices exclusively in the 

 area of family law and devotes  
her entire practice to

First Consultation is Free
(361) 885-0080

BARGAS, RODRIGUEZ & JONES
1127 2nd Street  •  Corpus Christi

Not Certified By The Board of Legal Specialization

Michelle L. Jones

◆ SIMPLE AND CONTESTED DIVORCES
◆ CUSTODY CASES

  ◆ ADOPTIONS
◆ VISITATION RIGHTS

◆ CHILD SUPPORT CASES
◆ PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS

◆ GRANDPARENT’S RIGHTS
◆ ESTATE PLANNING
◆ PROBATE MATTERS

  ◆ WILLS
Practicing in all

Counties in Texas

ORTHODONTIC
EVALUATION

FREE
• 0 Down Payment
• $88.00 Per Month

WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

EXAM &
X-RAYS
$1900
WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

TOOTH
WHITENING

$19900
WITH COUPON

We Cater To  
Cowards
With Bad  

Breath and  
Crooked Teeth

•	 Gentle Family Dentistry
•	 Financial Arrangements
•	 Delta Dental & United Concordia
•	 Medicaid Accepted
•	 Non-Surgical Gum Treatment

Pleasing You Is Our Primary Concern

SUNRISE MALL
FAMILY DENTAL CENTER

994-GUMS (4867)

Evening and Saturday  
appointments available

Dr. Scott Barton  •  Dr. J.M. Garcia
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The puzzle is 
not complete 

without  
Premier  

Mortgage!Jennifer Perrin
Branch Manager
Broker #59705

Janice Modglin
Sales Manager

Lic. #49080

5844 S. Staples St.  •  Corpus Christi, TX 78413
361-992-8282  •  Toll Free (888) 992-8282

www.loansatpremier.com

Call today for your 

FREE  

pre-qualification!  
We do

VA Loans

Your Home… 
Your Dream… 
Our Passion…

Let us make your 
dream a reality 

today!

CLASSIFIEDS
Padre Island waterfront condos 3/2 fur-
nished. pool. utilities included. covered 
parking. weekly/daily/monthly call 361-949-
9571/254-541-3974.

Smokers (trying to quit), Asthma and 
Emphysema patients. “The Sports Breather” 
is a must for anyone wanting to increase their 
endurance, tone abdominal muscles, or just 
breathe better.  AND there is no risk to YOU 
because of our 100% money back LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE. www.health-fitness-center.
com. 877-419-1729 toll free or 361-852-
2474. (mention you saw it in WINGSPAN for 
your Military Discount).

FOR SALE: 2002 Honda CR250R, FMF pipe, af-
termarket seat, x-large tank, fresh tune-up, comes 
with extras! $2750. Call Jim at (830) 765-9570.

Very Nice, 
Large Home 
for Lease 
on Trendy 
Southside

Great two story Mediterranean style home 
located near Yorktown Baptist Church. 2,100 
sq. ft. 4-bedroom, 2.5 bath/2 car garage. 5 
minutes from 2 golf courses. Open to lease 
with option to buy. Purchase price $200,000. 
Call 361-510-1778.

7510 Keelung Drive

$1750/month 
Available July 1

FOR LEASE WATERFRONT, VERY NICELY  
FURNISHED-2 story, 2 bedroom/2 bath con-
do on island, boat dock, must see!, $1100/
Month, (512) 554-7346 OR (512)259-7268.

Beautiful home on Corpus Christi’s southside, 
7837 Kingshire Dr. Great two-story home, 
2,281 sq ft. 4/2.5/2. Pool w/deck & covered 
patio. Large bonus room. Must see to appre-
ciate!  $192,500. Call 361-385-0053. Owner 
is transferring in June.

CRYSTAL’S CUTS  2134B Waldron Road. (Close 
to Flour Bluff Scools) Full service family hair 
salon. Military and senior discounts. 361-
939-7222. 4/1

FOR SALE:   Bowflex ,paid $1200 sell for $600. 
Less than 1 yr old. Call 563-5679.

For Sale: SCUBA outfit (XL Wetsuit, XL BC, 
Regulators, 2 Tanks), some extras.  Good 
Condition, $200 firm, call (361) 438-6968.

For Sale: 11 unit motel (new). 1 full-service re-
sturant. Orange Grove, Texas. Coldwell Baker 
Pacesetter Steel Realtors. Call Wohhitz 991-
3126 or 548-1500.

For Sale: 1985 BMW, engine works, needs mi-
nor body work. $500 or best offer. 1 bedroom 
apartment for rent. Central heat and air, appli-
ances. $400/month. 937.3375.

For Sale:  Flour Bluff  Home $179,900. 1686 
Sq. Foot. 3 bedroom, 2 Bath. Work shop, 
above ground pool, garden Call 361-939-
8871 after 3 PM.

FOR SALE: 1995 Reinnel 18 1/2 foot run-
about boat. I/O V-8 Mercruiser Less than 
120 hours. 54 plus MPH. $6400. Low book 
on boat and trailer is $7200. Call Matt 985-
6502/961-2640.

HOW TO PLACE A 
CLASSIFIED AD

Free classified ad in Wingspan, for all 
Military and DoD Personnel (non-com-
mercial ads only) submit via e-mail to: 
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com or 
fax to 361-884-9019. No phone calls 
and please restrict free ads to 25 words 
or less. 

Paid Classified Ads 50¢ per word - 
with a 24 word minimum. Mail your 
ad copy along with a check payable 
to D.J. Young Publishing, 145 Naples, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78404 or call 361-
814-0866.

Common Access Card required for 
NASCC government computers by May 2
Story and photo by JO2 Jeffrey Fretland

According to a Department of Defense 
directive, all military, civilian, and contract 
personnel will be required to use Common 
Access Cards (CACs) in order to log onto 
their government computers. The change is 
designed to provide greater security to poten-
tially sensitive and personal information. 

“We were supposed to begin using our 
CAC for digitally signing e-mail several 
months ago,” said Donna Tedrow, Navy Re-
gion South Activity Customer Technical Rep-
resentative. “While some have already been 
using their CAC to digitally sign email and 
access government websites, many people 
have not. Now that a CAC is required for log-
in, it is imperative that everyone make sure 
their CAC is working.”  

The CAC Log On (CLO) will be enabled 
on NMCI computers in Navy Region South 
on May 2.   

Preparing for this initiative, there are steps 
that everyone should take to get ready. There 
is a required CAC training module avail-
able on the NMCI Homeport page, accessed 
through the “Support and Training” link. It 
explains features of the CAC and how to use 
it with your NMCI computer.   

Ensure that your NMCI computer has a 
CAC reader. With a desktop model, the CAC 
reader is on the keyboard. On a laptop com-
puter, the CAC reader is on the left side of the 
computer.

 “The next step is to make sure that you 
have a valid CAC,” explained Tedrow. “If you 
don’t have a CAC, it is expired, does not con-
tain your NMCI email address, or you don’t 
remember your PIN, you’ll need to go to the 
Personnel Support Detachment (PSD) to up-
date your CAC or get a new one.  

 “PSD prefers that you utilize the CAC/
ID Card Automated Appointment Scheduler 
to make an appointment, this will save both 
you and your command valuable time.  You 
can access the scheduler by going to https://
es.cac.navy.mil. Once at the site select PSD 
Corpus Christi, select make an appointment, 
choose your desired date, select an open time 
slot, complete the personal information, then 
press sign up. Your appointment is now made. 
PSD prefers you show 5-10 minutes prior to 
the scheduled appointment. Additionally, 
if you show later than 10 minutes past your 
scheduled appointment you will either have 
to reschedule or be seen on a walk-in basis. 
Whether you are renewing or validating your 
present CAC, or applying for a new one, be 
sure the PSD staff places Public Key Infra-
structure (PKI) certificates on the CAC, that 
your email address is correct, and that you 
remember your PIN,” said Tedrow.  

If your CAC is expired or you have never 
been issued one, you need to see your des-
ignated command representative to complete 
a DD Form 1172 (CAC Application Form).  
Tedrow cautioned that PSD requires that 
only command-designated Authorizing Of-
ficials sign the CAC application.  If you don’t 
know whom your command representative 
is check with your Admin Office, Command 
Pass Liaison Representative (PLR) or PSD 
for a listing.  

Once your CAC is updated, you need to 

run the CAC setup utility on your NMCI com-
puter.  To activate the CAC ActiveCard Gold 
software, click the Start icon in the lower left 
corner of the computer screen. Next, select 
Programs, and then press the Active Card and 
Active Card Gold icons. Select the Common 
Access Card Setup Utility, and follow the 
prompts. Microsoft Outlook should remain 
closed while running the setup utility. The 
CAC setup utility should then operate satis-
factorily without interference. If a program 
error occurs, run the setup utility again. 

The CAC setup utility should be run on 
each computer commonly used by someone, 
according to Tedrow.  For example, if 20 peo-
ple in a work center operate from four differ-
ent computers, they should run the CAC setup 
on each of the computers they will use.  

Tedrow stressed that security is very im-
portant when using and maintaining CACs. 
Since someone could break into another’s 
computer with their CAC and Personal Iden-
tification Number (PIN), it is vitally impor-
tant to protect your CAC and your PIN.

It is always best to remove your CAC card 
if leaving your workspace for even a few 
minutes.  Memorize your PIN. If you must 
write it down, store it in a secured location.  
If your PIN is entered incorrectly three times, 
CAC access will lock you out and you’ll have 
to be reset at PSD. 

“The main advantage of the CAC is se-
curity – you cannot log in without the CAC, 
so people cannot share accounts,” explained 
Tedrow.  

If the CAC is forgotten at home, it must be 
picked up and brought in because the card is 
required to access the NMCI account. 

“We don’t know the official CAC sched-
ule for the actual mandatory use, but the 
guidelines indicate we’ll begin using it in 
two weeks after the CLO is enabled on our 
NMCI computers.  The target date is for en-
abling CLO is May 2,” said Tedrow. “We ex-
pect mandatory CLO by May 16. It’s best if 
you accomplish the CAC Course, and make 
your PSD appointment, if needed, as soon as 
possible.”

For more information, check out the train-
ing site on the NMCI Homepage, or contact 
Tedrow at NAS Headquarters Building Two, 
961-3861. 

The Department of Defense Common Access 
Card (CAC) is mounted into a reader unit on 
the desktop keyboard for quicker access and 
greater security. 

Fo
r Pete’s S❤ke

Adminstration  361-882-6082
after 5 pm emergency  
only  361-886-2600

Barking Dogs  361-886-2600
Bites and Attacks   911

City  
of Corpus Christi

Animal Care  
Services
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CareerCounselor’s Corner

Seaman to Admiral,  
major incentive to boost 
Sailor’s career options
by NCCS (SW) Terri Green

(361) 992-4955 | 6410 S. Padre Island Dr. | Corpus Christi
Next to Penske Truck Rental

Military discounts not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees Insurance Co. • GEICO General Insurance Co. • GEICO Indemnity Co. • GEICO 
Casualty Co. These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway Inc. GEICO auto insurance is not available in Mass. GEICO, Washington, DC  20076. © 2003 GEICO TX9

If you’ve had a recent change in your duty status, get in touch with GEICO immediately.
We offer: Discounts for active duty, guard, reserve and retired military ✪ Offices near most
military bases ✪ Reduced coverage for secured/stored vehicles ✪ Emergency deployment
discounts. We’ve served the military since 1936 and we’re standing by you now. Call us.

BEING CALLED UP? MOBILIZING? DEPLOYING? 

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS
ABOUT YOUR CAR INSURANCE,

CALL YOUR GEICO DIRECT REPRESENTATIVE TODAY.

TX9-TXNAVY-7.437x10-Nov05  10/28/05  11:07 AM  Page 1

Airline at S. Padre Island Drive 
Corpus Christi, Texas   

(361) 993-2900
SEARS  •  BURLINGTON COAT FACTORY  •  STEIN MART

MALL

Anna’s Ice Cream
Cookies & More
Delightful Deli
Gyros & Kabob
Orange Julius

Oriental Express
Perkup

Pretzel World
Steverino’s

Wendy’s

Anna’s Ice Cream
Cookies & More
Delightful Deli
Gyros & Kabob
Orange Julius

Oriental Express
Perkup

Pretzel World
Steverino’s

Wendy’s

NAVADMIN 158/02 contains current in-
formation regarding the Seaman To Admi-
ral-21 (STA-21 commissioning program) 
and solicits applications from enlisted 
personnel who aspire to become commis-
sioned officers.  

Options included in the STA-21 program 
are the Enlisted Commissioning Program 
(ECP), Aviation Enlisted Commissioning 
Program (AECP), Nuclear Enlisted Com-
missioning Program (NECP), Civil Engi-
neer Corps Enlisted Commissioning Pro-
gram (CECECP), and Seaman To Admiral 
Program (STA). Other programs available 
include the Naval Reserve Officer Training 
Corps (NROTC which includes the Nurse 
Corps Option) and the Broadened Oppor-
tunity for Officer Selection and Training 
(BOOST).  

STA-21 is a full-time undergraduate 
education and commissioning program 
open to enlisted personnel with U.S. citi-
zenship. Selectees are provided a maxi-
mum of 36 months of full-time, year-round 
study to complete a Baccalaureate degree. 
Further information and application proce-
dures are contained in the OPNAVNOTE 
1530 (STA-21 Program) and OPNAVINST 
1420.1 (Enlisted to Officer Commissioning 
Programs Application Manual) and make 
sure to visit the STA-21 website at https://
www.sta-21.navy.mil.   You may also con-
tact the NAS Career Counselor’s office at 
961-3611/3612, or visit your command ca-
reer counselor.

Home Construction 
Seminar May 3
by Cristoval Perales 

Planning to build a home? Need to 
remodel an older house? Does your roof 
need repairing due to hurricane damage? 
Lt. Cmdr. Dave Richmond, JAG Corps, 
Navy Reserves, will provide intensive 
training on what you need to know 
about hiring a contractor and choosing 
a builder. Other topics including the ne-
gotiation of permits and insurance, how 
to negotiate and write contracts and fee 
structures, inspections, liens and warran-
ties will be covered. The training is open 
to everyone. The presentation will take 
roughly one hour, with time afterwards 
for individual questions. Please join us 
for this informative training on May 3 
at 9 a.m. at the Naval Hospital Corpus 
Christi Auditorium. For more informa-
tion, please contact the Navy Legal Ser-
vice Office at 961-3765.
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6802 Saratoga Blvd.
Corpus Christi, Tx 78414

(361) 985-9999
Fax (800) 934-9691

“Specializing in VA Loans”

★A MEGAMERICA MORTGAGE GROUP, INC. AFFILIATE★

Conventional, VA, Stated
Bad Credit, Investment 
Condo, Multi-Family 
Existing and Construction

Quick Credit Approvals
Rate/Term Reduction 
Home Equity/Cash-Out
First Time Homebuyers

John Orr Broker/Owner
TMBL#58507

TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS

IN THE WINGSPAN  
MILITARY  

NEWSPAPER
CALL  

(361) 814-0866

Personal Injury • Criminal Law
Auto Accidents • Divorce
DWI • Wills and Probate

Immigration

3036-A S. Port Avenue
Corpus Christi, Texas

 (361) 881-8509
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Gerald G. Villarreal
Attorney at Law

CCAD Employee 1991-2001

AVAILABLE  
24 HOURS

GRAND 
OPENING

CALL US FIRST
THIS SIDE OF THE  
OSO INSURANCE

Carl Weber - Owner / Agent

SR 22’s Same Day • DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
ACCURATE QUOTES  

 IMMEDIATE COVERAGE

937-SAVE
( 7 2 8 3 )

2136 WALDRON Road

Friendly Service  •  Knowledgeable Agent

Pediatric Dentistry & Orthodontics
Paul A. Kennedy, Jr., D.D.S., M.S.

William B. Haley, II, D.M.D.
Paul A. Kennedy, III, M.S., D.D.S.

Kelly K. Sawyer, D.D.S.
Pediatric Dentistry

Robert B. Hanover, Jr., D.D.S.
Gary F. Wesson, D.D.S., M.S.
William B. McLaird, D.D.S.

Orthodontics
Southside Location

6200 Saratoga
992-9500

Pediatric Center
3435 S. Alameda #A

853-0381 Provider for Delta Dental & Other Major Insurance

937-5555
9301 S.P.I.D.

Family Dentistry
In Flour Bluff

Dr. G.S. Fossum, D.D.S. P.C.
Children and Adults

Hours By Appointment
Monday thru Friday

Corpus Christi’s largest festival kicks into 
high gear as Buccaneer Days runs from April 
19 to May 7. This year’s events include the 
Ballet Folklorico Competition, the Las Donas 
de la Corte Queen Coronation, the Miller Lite 
Rodeo, the Bay Front Carnival, the Sail Corpus 
Christi Parade of Tall Ships and other activities. 
With such a lengthy, varied schedule, the need 
for volunteers to assist has never been greater, 
according to Buccaneer Days Promotions and 
Volunteer Manager Barbara Limberg. 

“We’re looking for people from NAS and 
the Corpus Christi community to donate their 
time,” explained Limberg. “There are sev-
eral different areas we need assistance with, 
particularly security. We’re also in dire need 
of shuttle drivers, and people to help run the 
Hole-in-One, a floating golf green.”

To assuage safety concerns, the Buc Days 
committee created the Troubleshooters pro-
gram, designed to assist law enforcement and 
private security personnel. 

“We try to match prospective industry and 
supply people with local residents and mili-
tary,” said Limberg. “We have the schedule 
arranged where 10 people work together on a 
shift, in groups of two. They will carry radios 
with them, and can notify security personnel 
if they suspect something will happen. For in-
stance, if there is a lost child, the Troubleshoot-
ers can bring them to the nearest security post. 
There, the child can be reunited with his or her 
parents.”

Limberg added the Troubleshooters also act 
as roving ambassadors. The goal is to have an 
extra set of eyes and ears just in case some-
thing minor or unusual could turn into a major 
catastrophe. 

“There’s a big need for volunteers here, es-
pecially during the night parade May 7,” said 
Limberg.

AO1 (AW/SW) Richard Zule, NAS Deten-
tion Facility Leading Petty Officer, and presi-
dent of the NAS First Class Petty Officer’s 

Association, works as a Troubleshooters vol-
unteer. He wants to give back to the Corpus 
Christi community, and show appreciation for 
the support the city has given to Naval Air Sta-
tion.

“It’s a great way to help keep the Buccaneer 
Day events running smoothly and hassle free,” 
explained Zule. “There are four of us from the 
First Class Association that offered to help out. 
We’ll be working primarily in the carnival and 
along Shoreline Blvd. We want to be certain 
there are no major problems.”

MA1 (SW) John Burch is helping with 
shuttle driving, in addition to working as a 
Troubleshooter. 

“It’s my responsibility, because I have been 
given so much from the local community,” said 
Burch. “If I can put a smile on someone’s face, 
it’s worth it. It’s my duty to volunteer. We want 
to show Corpus Christi that the military cares 
about them, too.”

Individuals interested in volunteering for 
the Buccaneer Days events can contact Lim-
berg at 882-3242, ext. 100. They may also log 
on to www.bucdays.com website for a listing 
of the volunteer opportunities, in addition to 
participating organizations. Upcoming events 
are also featured.

First organized in 1938, Buccaneer Days 
has evolved into a three-week extravaganza. 
The celebration commemorates the discovery 
of Corpus Christi Bay in 1519 by the Spanish 
explorer Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda. Pirate Jean 
Lafitte (who aided General (and later presi-
dent) Andrew Jackson in the Battle of New 
Orleans in the Battle of 1812) is said to have 
established his headquarters at the site of pres-
ent day Corpus Christi in 1821. Some years 
later, Col. Henry Lawrence Kinney established 
a trading post at the head of Corpus Christi Bay 
in 1838. In 1852, the trading post was incorpo-
rated as a city. It was named Corpus Christi, 
which translated from Latin means “Body of 
Christ.”

Annual Buccaneer Days celebration 
offers volunteer opportunities
Story by JO2 Jeffrey Fretland

Mark your calendars, and don’t forget to pull out 
and dust the dirt off your favorite running shoes! 
The 31st annual Beach to Bay Run is scheduled 
for Sat., May 20. More than 6,000 runners are ex-
pected to participate in the 26-mile long course. 

The race begins at Bob Hall Pier on North Padre 
Island beginning at 7 a.m. sharp. The first batch of 
competitors is expected to enter through the South 
Gate of NAS at approximately 8 a.m. 

For race participants and interested spectators, 
the four-mile jaunt heads down Lexington Blvd. 
from the South Gate. The designated route turns 
from Lexington onto Dimmit Road adjacent to the 
Armed Forces Reserve Center. Runners will then 
turn east, and pass through the Laguna Shores 
Housing Area. The course then winds past the 
NAS Marina adjacent to the Laguna Madre, and 
passes behind the Corpus Christi Bay Club. 

The runners will continue west down Ocean Dr. past the Corpus Christi Army Depot and 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasure Squadron 15 hangars. It continues past the Coast Guard Air 
Station, and exits the base from the North Gate. Water stations will be available and in opera-
tion at several points along the course. 

The race finishes at Cole Park in Corpus Christi. For more information, contact the NAS 
Public Affairs Office at 961-2674/3420.

Annual Beach to Bay run slated for 
May 20 across NASCC
Story by JO2 Jeffrey Fretland

NAS Fire/Police responded to the following calls from April 1 
to April 15:

NAS Security Blotter Report 

Three intrusion alarms and eight 
firm alarms were answered.

Eight medical assists calls were 
responded to. 

Three unsecured buildings were 
discovered and appropriate mea-
sures taken.

Twelve Armed Forces ID cards 
were reported lost, as were 13 de-
pendent ID cards and three contrac-
tor ID cards.

One hazardous materials call 
was answered.

Four traffic accidents were inves-
tigated.

On April 1, a Petty Officer Third 
Class reported a case of larceny of 
personal property at his residence.

Also on April 1, outside the North 
Gate, a male with no base affilia-
tion was detained for possession of 
marijuana. 

On April 3, a male and female 
with no base affiliation were de-
tained and processed for posses-
sion of a controlled substance, 
drug paraphernalia, possession of 

marijuana, and operating a stolen 
vehicle.

On April 4, outside the North 
Gate, a male with no affiliation was 
detained and processed for posses-
sion of marijuana and drug para-
phernalia.

On April 6, a male with no base 
affiliation was detained and pro-
cessed for possession of marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia.

On April 7, outside the North 
Gate, a male and female with no 
base affiliation were detained and 
processed for possession of mari-
juana and drug paraphernalia.

On April 8, a male with no base 
affiliation was detained and pro-
cessed for driving while intoxicat-
ed, and having an open container 
inside a motor vehicle.

On April 15, while conducting 
random anti-terrorism measures, a 
male with no base affiliation was 
detained and processed for driving 
while intoxicated. 

Fo
r Pete’s S❤ke

NO PET LEFT  
BEHIND—
WHEN natural disaster 
is about to strike—
TAKE YOUR PETS  
with you!
They are NOT any 
safer left behind than 
YOU would BE!

Visit our website: tsoinsurance.com

Krabby Kathy’s
Seafood Market

(361) 937-0000

Fresh Fish
shrimp, crabs and more!

Sunday Only
10% Discount 
with DoD ID

9450 SPID • Suite 7
Oso Bridge Plaza

between Flour Bluff Drive 
and the Oso Turnaround

Tue-Sat 10-6 - Sun 11-4
Closed Monday

A runner douses himself with water at the 
intersection of Lexington Blvd. and Dim-
mit Road during last year’s Beach to Bay 
run. (Wingspan file photo)
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CL AIM YOUR FUTURE AT SAINT LEO UNIVERSIT Y

w w w . s a i n t l e o . e d u

PASKILL STAPLETON & LORD

Date: 12/20/05

Client: Saint Leo University

Contact: Ed Austin

Job # 2005934

Size: 5 1/16” x 5 5/8” Black & White

Publication:

Insertion Dates:

Naval Station Ingleside: 361-776-2808
NAS Corpus Christi: 361-937-1452

CLASSES FORMING   Call today for more information!

TERM DATES

What you need for where you’re going.

• Education designed 
for adult learners

• Convenient class 
schedules

• Online classes available
• Affordable academic 

excellence
• Personal attention
• Regional accreditation
• Military or Civilian

• Education designed 
for adult learners

• Convenient class 
schedules

• Online classes available
• Affordable academic 

excellence
• Personal attention
• Regional accreditation
• Military or Civilian

PROGRAMS
Associate of Arts
• Liberal Arts
• Business Administration

Bachelor of Arts
• Business Administration with 

specialization in: 
- Management
- Technology Management

• Criminal Justice
• Entrepreneurship & 

Family Business  
• Human Resources Administration

Graduate Programs-Online
• (MBA) Master of Business 

Administration
• (MAT) Master of Arts in Teaching
• Master’s in Criminal Justice

1. SPRING 1 - January 30 - March 25, 2006
2. SPRING 2 - April 3 - May 27, 2006
3. SUMMER - June 5 - July 29, 2006

Saint Leo University knows the military. As one of the world’s
largest providers of education to the military, Saint Leo has 
long understood the need for an affordable, flexible education
with small classes for active duty military members and the 
military community. Experience the difference of a university
focused on you, right here in Texas.

e-mail: sara.heydon@saintleo.edu

Confianza Mortgage
“Where Business Is Still Done In Good Faith”

•	 Conventional Loans
•	 Refinances
•	 Problem Credit
•	 First Time Home Buyers
•	 Stated Income Loans

Irma
816-2079

Anna
774-3585

Lupita
946-1277

•	 No Doc. Loans
•	 100% Financing
•	 Investment Property
•	 Multi-Family Units
•	 Commercial Real Estate

Rebecca
229-7355

Adrana
443-3321

Call Today For Fast, Friendly Service
(361) 852-7070
1-866-852-2726
Family Owned and Operated

New 
construction 

financing in Flour 
Bluff, the Northwest and 
on the Southside by K&L 
Homes, Extreme Homes 

and Custom Home 
BuildersTSLD #25560

Yolanda
244-4034

Charles C. Smith
Attorney at Law

Former Judge Advocate US Navy

•	 Personal Injury
•	 Car Accidents
•	 Divorce
•	 Bankruptcy 7 - 13
•	 Child Custody
•	 Merit System Protection Board
•	 Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate
• Military Law

William A. Thau III, P.C.

• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense
• Bankruptcy
 	 Debt Relief Attorney

9708 S.P.I.D., Suite A-101 • CORpus Christi  
(361) 937-5513  •  Toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly

“Career Opportunities  
Available”

Christine H. Young
Independent Senior Sales Director

Phone: 361-779-7119
E-mail:chyoung@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/chyoung
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Look simply radiant for your

wedding day. Schedule

a free makeover. Invite your 

bridesmaids. Your mom. I can 

even help with great gifts for your

wedding party. Call me today.

keep alleyes
bride.

on the

6802 Saratoga Blvd.
Corpus Christi, Tx 78414

(361) 985-9999
Fax (800) 934-9691

“Specializing in VA Loans”

★A MEGAMERICA MORTGAGE GROUP, INC. AFFILIATE★

Conventional, VA, Stated
Bad Credit, Investment 
Condo, Multi-Family 
Existing and Construction

Quick Credit Approvals
Rate/Term Reduction 
Home Equity/Cash-Out
First Time Homebuyers

John Orr Broker/Owner
TMBL#58507

For the first time in history, five sailors 
from NAS Corpus Christi’s Helicopter Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron-15 (HM-15)  
earned the distinction of 
Commander, Helicopter 
Sea Combat Wing, U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet Sea Sail-
ors of the Year. The re-
cently named 2005 Sail-
ors of the Year are: Blue 
Jacket Sea Sailor of the 
Year, SKSN Maribel 
Sanchez Prospero, 20; 
Junior Sea Sailor of the 
Year, AM2 (AW/SW) 
Paul E. Chapman, 28; 
Senior Sea Sailor of the 
Year, AW1 (AW/NAC) 
Thomas L. Andrews, 
36; Selected Reserv-
ist Junior Sea Sailor of 
the Year, PR2 Robert R. 
Fischer, 45; and Select-
ed Reservist Senior Sea 
Sailor of the Year, AT1 
(AW) Jesse Lee Whitley, Jr., 46.   

Each Sailor of the Year first completed a 
rigorous selection process. The initial nomi-
nation was made by their respective chains 
of command based on their annual enlisted 
evaluations. Next, these sailors competed 
with their peers at their respective Air Wing, 
COMHELSEACOMBATWINGLANT. 
Nomination packages for these top Sailors 
were then submitted to the headquarters. 

All packages were reviewed and slated by a 
local panel of senior and master chief petty 
officers attached to the Commander, Naval 

Air Force, US Atlantic 
Fleet staff. 

The top five Sea and 
Shore Sailors are in-
vited to compete at the 
next level, which for the 
COMNAVAIRLANT 

nominees included an 
oral board with seven 
master chiefs and senior 
chiefs.

After each com-
mander names its Sea 
and Shore Sailors of 
they Year, they will compete at the Fleet 
Forces Command level, which will occur 
during the third week in April. The Sailors 

selected to be the overall Fleet Forces Com-
mand Sea and Shore Sailors of the Year will 
attend a meritorious promotion ceremony 
hosted by the Chief of 
Naval Operations.

Having been in the 
Navy since July 19, 
2002, SKSN Sanchez 
Prospero’s superior 
performance, leader-

ship and keen atten-
tion to detail have 
been nothing less than 
exemplary. Filling the 
billet of a second class 
petty officer, she con-
sistently exercises her 

knowledge and skill by running the Supply 
Customer Service Counter with exceptional 
resourcefulness. As one of the squadron sup-

ply personnel deployed to the Fifth Fleet 
AOR, she displayed admirable leadership 
skills by ensuring the prompt replenish-

ment of 300 repairable 
items valued at over 
$3.5 million. Further-
more, she exceeds all 
Navy physical fitness 
standards. Dedicated to 
improving herself and 
others, SKSN Sanchez 
Prospero is currently 
pursuing an Associates 
Degree in computer 
science and actively 
volunteers in the com-
munity. 

With more than 
seven years of service, 
AM2 Chapman is a 
proven sailor, leader, 
and mentor. He con-
sistently performs at 
a level commensurate 
with a first class petty 

officer. Exercising his acumen as a super-
visor and trainer within the Airborne Mine 
Countermeasures (AMCM) department, he 
played a pivotal role in the continuing suc-
cess and operational readiness of HM-15. In 
the forward-deployed environment of Bah-
rain, he was a vital contributor to the accom-
plishment of 486.3 flight hours and the trans-
port of 494,172 pounds of cargo, 160,560 

HM-15 sweeps 2005 Wing Sea Sailor of the Year Competition
by Lt. j.g. Mitchell P. Grant, HM-15 Public Affairs

HM-15 continued on page 8  

Come and join them for lunch!!!
For  more information or to place an order, 
please call 961-2249.

Youth Activities Center
Join the YA for Pitch, Hit & Run
Navy Youth Sports and Major League Baseball 
presents PITCH, HIT & RUN.  A national skills 
program for boys and girls, ages 7-14, to showcase 
their pitching, hitting, & running abilities.  
This event is to encourage youth to experience the 
“FUN” element of baseball competition.  There is 
not a registration fee and is open to all dependents 
of Active Duty, DoD, Contractors and Retired 
Military personnel.  It will be held April 29 on the 
youth baseball fields. The competition will begin 
at 9 a.m., participants must register before hand. 
Registration table will open at 8:30 a.m.  
For more information contact the Youth Activi-
ties at 961-2355.

MWR continued from page 13 

NAS Army Veterinary Services is hold-
ing a walk-in bordatella (kennel cough) vac-
cination clinic for dogs on Saturday, May 13 
from 9 a.m. to noon at the Corpus Christi 
VTF. This clinic is being held to better pre-
pare pets for a potential evacuation during 
hurricane season. The only service available 
that day will be bordatella vaccination.  The 
bordatella vaccine will be available for $10. 
The price includes the mandatory user fee. 
Clients will need to show up at the VTF and 
sign-in by 11:30 a.m. to be seen that day. The 
U.S. Army Veterinary Services is located at 
10651 E Street, Building H-110, across from 
Naval Hospital Corpus Christi. For more 
information, please contact Ms. Morales or 
Spc. Ryan at 961-3952.

As a reminder, stray/nuisance animals 
loose aboard NAS Corpus Christi should 
be reported to the Security Office at 961-
2480. Security will contact Public Works, 
who bears responsibility for capturing these 
animals. Dogs and cats not wearing a cur-
rent rabies tag will be relinquished to the 
City of Corpus Christi, Animal Control Sec-
tion.  Their address and phone number are as 
follows: 2626 Holly Road, Corpus Christi, 
Texas, 78416, Phone (361) 882-6082.  

Once taken to Animal Control, owners 
have three working days to claim their ani-
mal before it becomes property of the City.  
To claim an animal, owners must provide 
proof of current vaccinations. If a cat or dog 
remains unclaimed after three working days, 
Animal Control has the authority to place the 
animal up for adoption. They can also eutha-
nize it.

Animals with a current rabies tag found 
roaming aboard NAS Corpus Christi will 
be captured, and the City will contact the 
owner.  First time offenders will receive a 
Pet Regulation Violation Notice from NAS 
Security as a courtesy. On the second of-
fense, the pet owner will report to Bldg. 198 
to receive a Pet Regulation Violation Notice 
and a counseling statement on the proper 
control of pets. Further violations will result 
in a Letter of Removal from the NAS Execu-
tive Officer, and the pet will be surrendered 
to Animal Control.

NAS Veterinary 
Clinic to offer 
kennel cough 
vaccinations
by Capt. Erin Graves

“Apartment Hunting  
is for the Birds”FREE SERVICE

Island Living

Brand New! 3 bedroom/2 bath 
house with 2 car garage.  

$1,350 per month.

“Apartment Hunting  
is for the Birds”

Office (361) 993-7368

AA APARTMENT  
FINDERS

Sailor of the Year 
AW1 (AW/NAC) Thomas L. Andrews

Blue Jacket Sea Sailor of the Year
 SKSN Maribel Sanchez Prospero

Junior Sea Sailor of the Year  
AM2 (AW/SW) Paul E. Chapman
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(361) 993-3223 • Cell 765-9840
2037 Airline Road

Corpus Christi, Texas  78412
"A real team of professionals"
www.firstcommercemortgage.com
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The Palm Harbor Modular Home Advantage
Lon Coleman, General Manager
1638 North Padre Island Drive
Corpus Christi, TX 78408
(361) 289-2422

Palm Harbor Homes is your one-
stop shop for a new custom  
built home. Call today for details!

6802 Saratoga Blvd.
Corpus Christi, Tx 78414

(361) 985-9999
Fax (800) 934-9691
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Conventional, VA, Stated
Bad Credit, Investment 
Condo, Multi-Family 
Existing and Construction

Quick Credit Approvals
Rate/Term Reduction 
Home Equity/Cash-Out
First Time Homebuyers

John Orr Broker/Owner
TMBL#58507

TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS

IN THE WINGSPAN  
MILITARY  

NEWSPAPER
CALL  

(361) 814-0866

pounds of mail, and 690 passengers in direct 
support of CTF 53 and units throughout the 
Fifth Fleet AOR supporting Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.  He also provided thorough in-rate 
training and actively participated on 15 En-
listed Air Warfare Specialist (EAWS) boards 
leading to 27 EAWS qualifications in 2005.  
With Petty Officer Chapman as a fitness 
program coordinator, HM-15 achieved an 
unprecedented 97.2% overall Physical Fit-
ness Assessment passing rate. Furthering his 
education, Petty Officer Chapman has also 
earned an Associates degree in social science 
and a Bachelors degree in psychology while 
remaining active in the community and in in-
tramural sports.  

AW1 Andrews, a 15-year Navy veteran, 
was the driving force behind HM-15’s ex-
ecution of more than 3,700+ flight hours, 
delivery of more than 500,000 pounds of 
emergency relief supplies in the aftermath of 
Indonesia’s tsunami, Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, and Pakistan’s earthquake, transport-
ing more than 2M pounds of supplies and 
more than 5,000 priority passengers to ships 
operating in the Arabian Gulf in CY05. As 
Maintenance Control LPO, he expertly man-
aged the maintenance effort of 300 person-
nel in 15 production work centers perform-
ing scheduled and unscheduled maintenance 
on 10 MH-53E helicopters during two major 
deployments, five shipboard embarkation 
periods, and two minesweeping exercises. 
Petty Officer Andrews recently earned a 
Navy Achievement Medal with Valor in di-
rect support of Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
was an AIRLANT finalist in the Sailor of the 
Year competition.  

PR2 Fischer enlisted in the Navy Decem-
ber 2, 1985. He is the top Selected Reserv-
ist (SELRES) Second Class Petty Officer in 
HM-15’s aircraft maintenance department.  
In 2005, his superb leadership and manage-
ment skills significantly enhanced the com-
mand’s ability to operate a forward-deployed 
detachment in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and JTF Griffin (Pakistan Relief).  
Petty Officer Fischer attained the 13A work 
center CDI qualification as an Advanced Pay 
Grade Accession (APG) within 18 months 
– quite an accomplishment. Working out 
of his rate, in the 300 and 230 maintenance 
divisions, he qualified as MH-53E Brake 
Rider, Wing Walker, and Ordinance handler. 
In addition, he qualified as an HM-15 Egress 
Explosive Instructor, assuring that all main-

tenance personnel are instructed every six 
months on the explosive hazards and proper 
egress of the MH-53E. His effective man-
agement of the certification and documen-
tation of 150 sets of Aircrew Life Support 
Systems was absolutely essential for com-
mand mission completion. His dedication 
to job performance helped his paraloft earn  
“Best in the Wing” for 2005. Moreover, PR2 
Fischer’s community involvement with Red 
Cross, Meals-on-Wheels, and Corpus Christi 
Earth Day further illustrates his dedication to 
service. 

AT1 (AW) Whitley has more than 23 
years in the Navy and is the number one Re-
serve First Class Petty Officer in the com-
mand. With the absence of a senior active 
duty counterpart, Petty Officer Whitley pro-
vided oversight and direction to 29 Active 
and Reserve AE and AT technicians to sup-
port mission requirements. His management 
skills and technical expertise assured con-
tinued scheduled and unscheduled mainte-
nance of 7 MH-53E aircraft supporting con-
tingency operations worldwide. His actions 
resulted in a 100 percent sortie completion 
rate of Homeguard missions. Additionally, 
he adapted the command’s mentor program 
to effectively guide the Selected Reservists’ 
career progression and managed the Navy’s 
drug detection program for 82 SELRES per-
sonnel. For community involvement, AT1 
(AW) Whitley was handpicked by HM-15 
to attend “Battle Stations” for Recruit Com-
pany 254 in Great Lakes, Ill. He also served 
as a chaperone, mentor, and event judge 
for Texas Hightower High School’s Future 
Business Leaders of America (FBLA) and 
was chosen as an FBLA judge for the state 
competition in Dallas. Petty Officer Whitley 
holds a Master of Science in Business Ad-
ministration. 

These HM-15 Sailors of the Year can al-
ways be relied upon to complete any task 
with exceptional results and continually vol-
unteer to shoulder additional responsibili-
ties—often holding billets that exceed their 
rank. They put service above themselves. 
Coupled with an unwavering commitment to 
excellence, they promote a positive working 
environment through personal example. Due 
to their outstanding efforts in 2005, HM-15 
was able to meet numerous deployment con-
tingencies from Indonesia to Pakistan to the 
Gulf of Mexico. HM-15 maintained a per-
manent detachment in the Fifth Fleet area of 
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Cinco de Mayo Block Party at GLC
It’s Pachanga Time! We are blocking off the road 
and taking off of work to celebrate Cinco de Mayo 
with the Gonzalez Liberty center on May 5 from 
2 p.m. to 8 p.m. Enjoy an adult oriented afternoon 
of relaxation, listening to authentic mariachi music 
and the talents of Folklorico dancers, while sip-
ping on frozen salt rimmed margaritas and chillin’ 
with friends. Enjoy free BBQ, cash bar, margarita 
machine, music, games and prizes.
For more information, please contact the GLC 
at 961-6405.

Auto Skills Center
Don’t Get Stuck In The Heat! Get Your Car 
AC Serviced
The intense South Texas summer heat is just 
around the corner. Is your vehicle cooling as 
good as it should be? If not, stop by the Auto 
Skills Center to have one of our Certified Air 
Conditioning Technicians have a look.
Just come in and ask for an AC Service and we 
will check all of the following:
Proper high & low side pressure readings
 Ensure refrigerant flow through all components
Check all AC hoses and belts
Check for proper operation of fans
Check for signs of leakage
The Auto Skills Center is offering this service for 
only $15 plus the cost of freon. Service is delivered 
on a first-come, first-serve basis, so come in early 
and take advantage of the top notch expertise of 
the Auto Skills Center technicians. You don’t even 
have to wait around while the work is performed on 
your vehicle. You can simply drop off your vehicle 
and pick it up once the work is done.                   
Hours of operation are Tuesday – Friday 10 a.m. 
– 6 p.m.; Saturday – Sunday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
For more information on this and other ser-
vices provided by the Auto Skills Center, call 
961-3470.

Bayside Pool
Bayside Pool to Open on May 27th
Bayside Pool is scheduled to open on May 27! 
The family recreation pool has a water slide and a 
baby pool. The hours of operation are Wednesday 
through Saturday from noon – 6 p.m., Sunday 1 
p.m. – 6 p.m. and are closed Monday and Tuesday. 
Registration for swimming lessons, pool parties 
and pool passes will be on May 15 through May 
19 from 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. at Bayside Pool.
Pool Party Times and Fees: Wednesday-Sunday 7 
p.m. – 10 p.m.; $50 per hour (3 hours max.).  Baby 
Pool: $10 per hour. 
Pool Fees: Active Duty are free, military depen-
dents are $1.00, DoD $1.50 and guests $2.00. 
Monthly passes are available at Bayside Pool. 
Swimming lessons are available.
For more information, call Earl Olsen at 961-
3260.

Corpus Christi Bay Club
Celebrate Mother’s Day at the Corpus Christi 
Bay Club
The Corpus Christi Bay Club invites you to cel-
ebrate Mother’s Day with them. They have planned 
a very special menu just for all those special Moms. 
Not only do they have great special for Mother’s 
Day, but the CCBC has planned an entire month 
of some awesome specials with great tasting menu 
items.
Specials for May:
May 5 & 12: Shrimp A Peel (All you can eat) 
- $15.95
May 6: Prime Rib - $17.95
May 19: Chateaubriand Flambe for Two - $31.95
May 20: Flaming Kabobs - $14.95
May 27:  Surf N Turf - $14.95
The above specials are served along with the A La 
Carte from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Prices are for Club 
Members; an additional $1 per person is added 
for non-members. Salad, Ice Tea or Coffee are 
included with all meals. Reservations are required 
for the specials in order to serve you better.
Special Events in May
May 5:  Member’s Appreciation Night with the 
all you can eat Shrimp-A-Peel.  Cost is $15.95 for 
members and $16.95 for non-members.
May 12 & 26:  Winging designation ceremonies 

will be held in the main Ballroom at 3 p.m.
May 14:  Mother’s Day Champagne Brunch from 
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Reservations are advisable 
in order to serve you better. Price for members is 
$13.95; $14.95 for non-members; $6.95 for chil-
dren ages 6 – 10; $3.95 for children ages 3 – 5; 
and children under 3 eat free. 
May 26  Mongolian BBQ will be served
Reminder: The Club will be CLOSED on May 29 
in observance of Memorial Day
For more information, please call the Club at 
961-2541.

E Street Gym
E Street Gym News
5K Summer Fun Run:  Register at the Fitness 
Center before May 31. The race will take place 
on Saturday, June 3. Check in time will be at 7:30 
a.m., race time is at 8 a.m. For additional informa-
tion about the run course or the 5K run volunteer 
program call Gail Marsh at Fitness Express at 
961-3164.
Sports Program: Captain’s Cup sports are unit 
competition; all players must be attached to the 
same unit.  Register on time, late entries will not 
be accepted. Registration for each sport will begin 
one month before registration deadline. Please 
register on time. Coach’s meetings are mandatory 
and are held on the Wednesday evenings at 4:30 
p.m. Send an alternate to the meeting if the coach 
cannot attend. No show, no vote. Awards are given 
for first and second place.  
Beach to Bay Relay is Coming:  Treadmills are 
available to maximize your effort for the Beach 
to Bay Relay Race.  Fitness Express has elliptical 
orbiters and cycles to cross train for the event.  Not 
ready for this event?  Check with us for our 5K fun 
runs. No charge for a great time.
Operating Hours:  The operating hours for Fit-
ness Express are:  5:30 a.m. – 10 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. Saturdays; and 
noon – 6 p.m. on Sundays; and 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
on holidays. 
For more information, please call Fitness Ex-
press at 961-3164.

Lighthouse Lanes
Have Fun at Lighthouse Lanes
The Lighthouse Lanes Bowling Center has a month 
full of “fun” specials!
Bowling Specials for May:  
Monday’s $0.75 cents per game all day.
Sunday’s $1 per game all day.
Rock N Bowl on Friday and Saturday nights 7 p.m. 
– 11 p.m. $1 per game.
Cinco de Mayo Special, May 5:  $1 per game all 
day.
Mother’s Day Special, May 14: Come celebrate 
Mother’s Day at the Lighthouse Lanes. Ladies 
bowl free with paying partner.
Memorial Day Weekend Special: 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday $0.75 cents per 
game all weekend.
There will be no open bowling on Tuesday 
– Thursday between 7 p.m. – 10 p.m. due to league 
bowling. 
For more information, please call the Light-
house Lanes Bowling Center at 961-3805.

Oasis Pool
The Oasis Pool is open for lap swim only; it opened 
April 4. Hours of operation are Tuesday through 
Friday from 11 a.m – 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. – 6 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m. – noon; and closed on Sunday 
and Monday.
Pool Party Times and Fees: Tuesday-Saturday 7 
p.m. – 10 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
Pool Fees: Active Duty are free, military depen-
dents are $1.00, DoD $1.50 and guests $2.00. 
Swimming lessons are available.
For more information, call Earl Olsen at 961-
3260.

Pizza Sub Pub
Join  the Pizza Sub Pub for Lunch
Great News! The Pizza Sub Pub will remain 
OPEN!!!
Hours of Operation are:
Monday – Friday:	 10:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

MWR News and Events
by Laurie Garcia, NAS MWR

MWR continued on page 14 
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SOUTHSIDE	 ALAMEDA	 BAY AREA	 CALALLEN	 PORTLAND
992-6458	 855-7346	 985-1418	 241-9541	 643-2518
5945 Saratoga	 3435 S. Alameda	 7121 SPID	 13725 NW Blvd	 1929 W. Hwy 181
Across from	 Next to	 In the Bay Area	 Across from	 In the
Spohn Hospital	 Driscoll Children’s	 Medical Office	 Calallen High	 Crescent Center
South	 Hospital	 Building	 School	 Building

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

Hey, parents!
Now we’re open  

on Saratoga
For the convenience of southside 

families, the Children’s Clinic 
has opened a new office in the 
Driscoll Children’s South Plaza 

on Saratoga

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We take 
all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Eetna, and a Medicaid 
Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

Aviation Officer Candidate School in Octo-
ber 1986.  Completing primary flight train-
ing in March 1988, Ahern was assigned as 
Selective Retained Graduate (SerGrad) flight 
instructor in Training Squadron Three (VT-
3), and accumulated more than 1,000 instruc-
tional hours in the T-34C.  Ahern’s first op-
erational assignment was to VP-5, where he 
flew in support of “Operation Desert Shield” 
and “Operation Desert Storm.”

During October 1993, he reported to 
VP-30 where he served as an Instructor 
Pilot.  Ahern’s next orders were to the USS 
Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71), where he 
qualified as Officer-of-The-Deck-Underway, 
and served as an operations administrative 

assistant.   In March 1999, Ahern reported to 
Patrol Squadron Forty (VP-40).  He was then 
assigned to the Patrol and Reconnaissance 
Wing Ten, in December 2000, and back to 
VP-30 in January 2002, where he served as 
P-3C NATOPS Program Manager, Senior 
Fleet NATOPS Evaluator, and Instructor Pi-
lot.  Ahern reported to the “Boomers” as Ex-
ecutive Officer in November 2003, and as-
sumed command of VT-27 in March, 2005.  

His wife, the former Terri Jones, and their 
daughters, Katelyn, Meghan, and Sarah will 
accompany Ahern to his next duty station, 
Patrol and Reconnaissance Group, in Nor-
folk, Virginia.

ROCKPORT
TOURS

937-3488
www.rockporttours.com

Our travelers are the Best People in the world!

Lawanda Skrobarczyk

Your Friendly “Full Service”  
Hometown Lender

FREE Pre-Qualifications
Construction/Perm

Texas Veterans
Conventional/FHA/VA

In House Processing  
Underwriting • Closing

Depart FROM Corpus Christi 

Casino Fun!

05/06	 L'Auberge du Lac 2 days................. $89
05/22	 Imperial Palace Biloxi 2 days.......... 149
07/16	 Double Eagle Casino 6 days........... 329

Short & Sweet!

05/20	 Nuevo Progreso.............................. $25
05/21	 Astros vs. Texas Rangers.................. 79
05/27	 TX State Arts/Crafts Fair.................. 35
05/28	 New Orleans Holiday 3 days......... 189
05/29	 Coushatta Kinder  2 days................. 45
06/04	 Bombay Dreams............................ 129
06/17	 Mystery Food Tour........................... 49
06/24	 Kay's Ladies Day Out....................... 69
07/21	 Monterrey/Saltillo 3 days............... 199

Longer Vacations!

06/19	 6 meals, 2 outdoor shows, Route 66 
Texas Musicals 5 days............................... $499 
07/26	 Includes Broadway's New "Tarzan" 
NYC and Canada Cruise 9 days............... 1649 
08/20	 Old Faithful, Mt. Rushrmore & more! 
Yellowstone & U.S. West 12 days.............. 1799
11/04	 Shows, 12 meals, Holiday Lights!
Branson Music Holiday  7 days................... 849
11/26	 At Opryland Hotel, Shows, 11 Meals
Opryland Christmas  6 days....................... 935

(All prices per person, double occupancy)
Rockport Tours is a member of  

NTA, ABA and CLIA
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Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees
Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

EST. 1949

HOWARD’S

BAR-B-Q
New Weekend Hours

Friday & Saturday 11am - 8pm
“Best Dang Bar-B-Q In Texas!”

Friday Night & Saturday Only
Buy 1 Plate, Get Second Plate Half Off*
Must present coupon at time of order.

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★

*Restrictions Apply
Mon-Thur. 11am-3-pm - Fri-Sat 11 am-8pm

5242 Holly Rd • Corpus Christi, TX 78411 • (361) 994-9393
www.victoriaprince.com RE/MAX Metro Properties

Victoria Prince (Veteran)
(361) 991-3145  or   (361) 442-3436 (Cell)

A great buy on Kings Crossing Golf 
Course! Over 2400 s.f. home features  
3-car garage w/wkshop area, hardwood in 
formal dining, large open kitchen, 4 bed-
rooms plus office, surround sound. Best 
price on the golf course!  $274,500.

7913 Etienne Drive

Corpus Christi - 854-2278  Alice - 664-9675
Sinton - 364-1342    Aransas Pass - 758-5199

Call for free advice from a member  
of our professional staff

24 Hr. Injury Hotline
1-800-853-2278

Humpal Physical Therapy
& Sports Medicine Centers

www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

• Comprehensive Outpatient Physical Therapy
• Provider for Champus and TRICARE Insurance Plans
• Aquatic Therapy in Large Indoor Pool
• Free Injury Screening

GO WITH WHAT WORKS!

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 11am-6pm

THE
CRAB
STORE

FRESH
SHRIMP
at Good Prices

9842 S.P.I.D.
937-6618
• Soft Shell Crabs	 • Live Crabs
• Stone Crab Claws	 • Crab Meat
• Stuffed Jalapenos	 • Crab Fingers
• Deviled Crabs	 • Stuffed Flounder

Fresh Fish, Oysters & Scallops

The Time is Right
for a Great Career

We’re working with a major wireless provider to bring more jobs to the
Corpus Christi area. If you feel overworked & underpaid, now is the time
to make the switch, and work with a company that works with you.
We have various full & part-time night shifts available. Apply today!

• Full & Part-time positions available
• Comprehensive benefits package
• Up to $11/per hour with bonuses
• No Telemarketing

Call 1-800-407-4473 to apply today!

Inbound Customer Service Reps
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maneuvers as double one-hands, triples, and 
regular doubles. The importance of synchro-
nization among each of the cadets when toss-
ing and catching their weapons is critical.

“Once we get the routines down, every-
one’s on the same sheet of music,” said Cadet 
Lt. Cmdr. Pancho Gonzales, 17. “We have to 
continually practice to get everything right. 
It’s a lot of hard work.”

That ethic of hard work and perseverance 
is not lost on six Flour Bluff High School 
NJROTC students, all of whom have mili-
tary or civilian parents working at Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi. Cadet/Petty Officer 
Second Class Brian Quinn, a sophomore, 
(who traveled along as a “roadie” or alter-
nate member) admitted the Marine drill in-
structors at the Navy Nationals were espe-
cially tough and a little intimidating.

“They were always hovering in your face,” 
said Quinn. “They had tattoos all over their 
bodies. Just watching them from the side-
lines made you a little nervous. They were 
out to intimidate us any way they could.”

Cadet/Lt. Cmdr. Danielle Pletcher, a ju-
nior, readily agreed.

 “They were big and buff,” said Fletcher. 
“The Marine DI’s were especially tough dur-
ing the drill with rifles competition.”

Cadet/Chief Petty Officer Jaclyn Stewart 
said one of the biggest difficulties the teams 
faced was the cold shoulder they received 
from some of the other high school NJROTC  
teams.

“Everyone knows you,” said Stewart. 
“It’s like they stay away from you. They 
know who you are. We try to be nice, and 
stay professional, but I think they get a little 
bit intimidated. We just stay, like, you know, 
really low key.”

“They don’t always like you,” allowed 
Quinn.

Cadet/Chief Petty Officer Matthew Horn 
is always amazed by how quiet the atmo-
sphere becomes when the individual teams 
perform. 

“They expect a really good show from 
you,” explained Horn. “It’s tough when you 
have a reputation to uphold.”

Pletcher added that during the girl’s drill 
competition, the judges actually measured 
for accurate distance during the basic regula-
tion drills.

“They actually made us put our arms up 
for the dress-right-dress part,” said Pletcher. 
“You actually had to perform the whole drill. 
That’s the first time we’ve had to do that in 
a long time.”

The cadets admit the intense training 
leaves them with little time for an active so-
cial life. They train an average of four hours 
a day, six days a week.

“NJROTC becomes your life,” acknowl-
edged Stewart. “Between that, schoolwork 
and some kids working at a part time job, you 
don’t have time to do a lot of other things.”

“We’re basically here at school from six 
in the morning until six at night,” said Cadet/ 
Ensign Josef Horn. “The practices are in-
tense, but fun. We do have a few days where 
we can goof off and have fun, like when we 
have Physical Education on Wednesdays.”

The cadets’ routines are not always seri-
ous and somber. One of the fun breaks is ex-

ercising with a Richard Simmons video.
“It really helps break up the stress and 

tension,” said Pletcher.
The cadets acutely feel the loss of student 

leadership and mentors whenever the Senior 
cadets graduate.

“We average six or seven cadets gradu-
ating every year,” explained Cadet Matthew 
Horn. “The juniors have to be trained so they 
can adequately step and fill the senior leader-
ship positions. I look forward to stepping up 
and filling one of those in the near future.”

Sophomore Cadet/Petty Officer First 
Class Adrian Altimirano attributes much of 
what he has learned to his fellow upperclass-
men.

“They mold us into the champions we 
are,” said Altimirano.

The students admit they love strutting 
their stuff during the drill competitions.

“The focus and intensity are great!” said 
Quinn. “People constantly watch us. Most of 
the other teams move slowly, but when we 
perform, we go at 300 miles per hour!”

“The adrenalin rush is awesome,” said 
Cadet Josef Horn. “That overall feeling of 
performing and looking sharp is awesome. 
Wow!”

Fletcher likes performing before the 
crowds. 

“Everyone’s eyes and attention are fo-
cused on you,” said Fletcher. “It makes you 
feel special, knowing you’re trying to do 
your best.”

The students readily admit they would 
not be where they are without the support of 
their parents. 

“Mom and Dad-all our parents-have been 
very supportive,” said Fletcher. “Our Boost-
er Club is really awesome.”

Quinn admits he is readily overwhelmed 
at times by all the attention.

“Mom’s always there, and Dad is, too, 
when he’s not traveling,” said Quinn. “They 
really are great to help you with some of 
the hard decision-making and choices with 
NJROTC.”

Despite some of the occasional disap-
pointments, the cadets admit they have 
grown to love NJROTC, and the friendships 
they have achieved. That sense of camara-
derie is what has made them so successful, 
according to Cadet Matthew Horn.

“Everybody’s working toward a com-
mon goal,” explained Horn. “They all have 
to stay focused and concentrate, move and 
execute at the same time. It’s critical to our 
success. When one person fails, we all look 
bad. Overall, we’re really happy with how 
well we did, though.”

The Flour Bluff NJROTC program cur-
rently has more than 150 students from 
grades 9-12 enrolled. More than 80 students 
are in the Junior Varsity program, with 75 
actually on the various drill teams. The na-
val science courses emphasize naval history, 
courtesies, customs and the different respon-
sibilities associated with being a Sailor. In 
addition, different types of ships and aircraft 
are studied.

The next major competition for the 
NJROTC drill teams will be the Grand Na-
tionals Competition. It is being held May 6-7 
in Daytona Beach, Fla.

NJROTC continued from page 1  
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AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS AROUND THE STATION
Street Scoop

Wingspan readers want to know:  “How do you celebrate Cinco De Mayo?”

“Going downtown to Heritage Park and 
celebrating.”

BM1 Melissa Sharer
Coast Guard Recruiter

Premont, Texas

“Party, Relax, and celebrate the 
Mexican victory.”

2nd Lt. Ahron Oddman USMC
Training Squadron 35 Stingrays

Brooklyn, N.Y.

“Riding my bike, barbequing, and 
having a few drinks.”

ABH1 (AW) Miguel Rivera
NASCC Career Counselor

New York City, N.Y.

“Work, and celebrate my friends 
birthday.”

Rosa Alvarado
Navy Exchange Custodian

Corpus Christi, Texas

The NASCC Chief Petty Of-
ficers Association recently cel-
ebrated the 113th birthday of 
the creation and establishment 
of the Chief Petty Officer’s 
rank. The  ceremonies were 
held recently at the Holiday 
Inn Emerald Beach. The oldest 
NAS Chief Petty Officer, HTC 
(SW) Fred Thomas (left) of Na-
val Hospital Corpus Christi, 
cuts the first ceremonial slice 
of cake. He then presented it to 
the youngest NAS Chief Petty 
Officer, BUC (SW/AW) Manuel 
Segura, (right), as per naval 
tradition. The Chief Petty Offi-
cer’s rank was first established 
on April 1, 1893. Two new CPO 
ranks have been established 
since that time. A number of 
ratings have also merged with-
in the CPO community.

A sea of yellow shirts greeted the officer and enlisted personnel from Helicopter Mine 
Countermeasures Squadron 15, as staff and the three-to-five year olds from the Child Development 
Center happily “invaded” their facilities April 12. The kids had the unique opportunity to sit 
inside a CH-53 Sea Stallion helicopter, and imagine what it’s like being a pilot. They also briefly 
toured the facilities. (Photo by JO2 Jeffrey Fretland)

Honoring the Navy CPO’s Birthday

CDC kids, staff tour helicopter mine squadron

Student Pilots advance to aviator status

The following Sailors were presented awards from NASCC Commanding Officer Capt. Timothy Coolidge during 
ceremonies held April 7 at the NAS Emergency Operations Center. 

Capt. Coolidge presents a Letter of Appreciation from Commanding Officer, VT-28 to CE1 
(SCW) Juan Perez (right) for outstanding service in the aftermath of the VT-28 plane crash. 
(Photo by JO2 Jeffrey Fretland) 

Capt. Coolidge (left) presents EO1 (SW) Richard Dunivan (right) with a Letter of Appreciation 
from Commanding Officer, VT-28.  He was also cited and recognized for his contributions in the 
aftermath of the VT-28 plane crash in late January. Two pilots lost their lives in the accident. 
(Photo by JO2 Jeffrey Fretland)

HM-15 bids Fair Winds and Following Seas to Grasz

ATCS (AW) Eugene Grasz, (left) receives his retirement shadow box from 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 15 Command Master Chief (AW/
SW) Jon Port during Grasz’s  retirement ceremony. Grasz retired after 23 years of 
service. Ceremonies were held April 7 at the Wings Auditorium. 

Ricky Puente, 8, of Corpus Christi realizes a dream come true as he speaks via phone to a pilot 
during a visit to the  NAS Air Operations control tower. Ricky participated in the Pilot for a Day 
program April 11. While on board NAS, Fuentes visited several tenant commands, including 
Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squadron 15 and Training Wing Four. Ricky says he loved 
looking at all the different planes on base. The Pilot for a Day program is designed for seriously 
ill or injured children the chance to discover what life is like on a military installation. (Photo by 
LI2 Paul Hewitt)

Air Operations Branch 
Chief, ACC Chris Cor-
dova, shows the Com-
mander, Navy Region 
Southeast, Rear Adm. 
Mark Boensel a view 
from the under-con-
struction Air Traffic 
Control Tower, of the 
flight line on April 13. 
Boensel was on a tour of 
South Texas as part of 
an introductory phase 
of the current assign-
ment he took on dur-
ing December. (Photo by 
Bob Torres)

New Admiral Pays Visit to NASCC

Puente Pilot for a Day

In the April 13th Wingspan issue, the caption read that Chaplain Kelly received an end-of-tour 
award. That was incorrect. Navy Region South Command Chaplain (Capt.) Brian Kelly (right) 
received a Navy Marine Corps Commendation Medal signed by Rear Admiral R.O. Passmore, 
Commander, Task Force Navy Family, presented by NASCC Commanding Officer Capt. Timothy 
Coolidge (left), for his outstanding service while providing pastoral care assistance to victims of 
Hurricane Katrina, Rita and Wilma Kelly also recieved a Meritorious Service Medal, signed by 
Rear Adm. Donald Quinn for his services as the Navy Region/ NASCC Command Chaplain from 
2004 through 2006. He recently transferred to Marine Corps Air Station Miramar at San Diego, 
Calif.  The Wingspan deeply regrets the error. (Photo by CS 2(AW) Trina Johnson)

Going above and beyond the call of duty

The following student pilots received their wings, 
designating them as aviators, during a “wing-
ing” and graduation ceremony held April 14 at 
the Corpus Christi Bay Club on board NAS. In 
alphabetical order they are as follows: 2nd Lt. 
Christopher Beatty; Lt. Jason Bender; Ensign 
Randall Black; 2nd Lt. Brock Burkhardt; 2nd 
Lt. Christopher Cersovski; 2nd Lt. Jefferson 
Davis; 2nd Lt. Jonathen Feucht; Lt. j.g. Joseph 
Karaffa; Lt. Daniel Kimberly; Ensign Thomas 
Moore; 2nd Lt. Phillip Newman; Capt. Kevin 
Van Stone; 2nd Lt. Christopher Whitaker; En-
sign James Yach and Lt. j.g. Jassen Yates. (Photo 
by Hugh Lieck)
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