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Tops in Blue will perform at Freedom
Tower

Brister Thomas
Contributing Writer

Tops in Blue, the entertainment
showcase of the United States
Air Force, will present a free
performance at 7 p.m. on Jan. 26
at the Freedom Tower lawn at
Hickam.

Since 1953 when Maj. Al Reilly
(now a retired colonel) decided
that the Air Force had enough
fitness and sports competitions
and they needed a talent contest,
active-duty Air Force entertainers
tour the world to entertain the
military forces. Each year only 35
talented Airmen make the cut at
the annual talent show to join this
elite team of good-will
ambassadors.

Tops in Blue has been known for its ‘family entertaining family’ entertainment style as they perform on military
bases throughout the nation.

Throughout each year, the 30-plus Airmen travel the globe except for a brief break in the 1970s when they
filmed their perfomances and appeared on television shows for mass distribution.

Tops in Blue is known for their one-destination, one-show approach, which means that they only do one
performance per site and must set up and strike down their stage at every location in one evening.

The group has performed on the Ed Sullivan Show where, at the time, Airman 2nd Class Jerry Van Dyke led
the show as master of ceremonies before a viewing audience estimated at 15 million.

Tops in Blue has performed on the Bob Hope Birthday Specials, in front of the Washington Monument as part
of the Fourth of July celebration, and at the Super Bowl.

To date, Tops in Blue has traveled more than four million miles to bases worldwide, performed at six World
Fairs, more than 100 state fairs and festivals and at countless air shows, military balls and special events.

This year, Tops in Blue continues its tradition of fun family entertainment with music for everyone. In the 90-
minute show there will be sounds of rhythm and blues with songs by Stevie Wonder. The troupe will swing to
Michael Buble’s stylings, dance to Lady GaGa, and much more.



“The show is simply a fun way to relax, reflect and realize we can all make a difference if we just believe in
ourselves, our family, and our nation” said Tom Edwards, chief of Air Force entertainment, Headquarters Air
Force Services Agency.

Taking a break from multi-tasking, 30-plus multi-talented young Airmen, dance, sing and play their way through
songs that mean something to each of us. “Music puts the song back in our hearts and lifts our sometimes
weary spirit,” Edwards said. “We want everyone to leave the show feeling great about who they are and in our
future.”

For more information, visit www.topisinblue.com .
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