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Electronics Technician 2nd
Class Nick Pierce of Commander,
U.S. Pacific Fleet (COMPACFLT),
singled in the winning run in the
bottom of the seventh inning to
complete a stunning comeback, as
COMPACFLT edged USS Port
Royal (CG 73), 9-8, in a Winter
Softball League game at Millican
Field on Sept. 19.

The Winter Softball League is a
pay-to-pay league which is open to
active duty, family members and
Department of Defense (DoD)
employees, who are 18 years of age
or older and are associated with
Pearl Harbor, Barbers Point,
Naval Computer and
Telecommunications Area Master
Station (NCTAMS), West Loch
and Kunia.

Down by three runs, Pierce
came up to the plate with one out
and men on second and third and
promptly slapped a pitch from
Electronics Technician 3rd Class
William Stephens of Port Royal,
past the infield for the walk-off
game winner.

“I was just trying to not hit it to
third,” said Pierce. “He (Stephens)
walked me on three straight balls
the last time so I was trying to see
what he was going to do. He threw

Mike Burton, a Department of Defense employee, throws a pitch for
Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet (COMPACFLT) during the team’s Winter
Softball League game versus USS Port Royal (CG 73) at Millican Field at
Naval Station Pearl Harbor on Sept. 19. COMPACFLT scored four runs in the
final inning to earn a come-from-behind victory over Port Royal.

me a first-ball strike this time
around so I just sat back in my old
baseball stance and got around on
it.”

Stephens allowed back-to-back
singles by COMPACFLT to open
up the seventh, but settled down
to induce a force-out at second —
placing runners on first and third.

Still, Stephens wasn’t able to

nail down the win as COM-
PACFLT hitters went on to rap
out three more hits to steal the
game away from Port Royal.

“Honestly, I don’t know what
happened out there,” admitted
Stephens. “I think it all came
down to fundamentals. We just
broke down on fundamentals.”

At the start of the game, it

didn’t appear that COMPACFLT
would need to stage a dramatic
come-from-behind effort to defeat
Port Royal as the team got out of
the gates with two runs in the first
inning and another digit in the
second.

However, Stephens settled
down and blanked COMPACFLT
in the third and fourth while Port
Royal hitters, after failing to push
a run across the plate in the first
and second, began to wake up with
a vengeance.

Port Royal tallied three runs on
four hits in the third, three runs
on three hits in the fourth, and
two runs on four hits in the fifth to
take a commanding 8-3 lead.

“We had a couple of errors and
that got everybody down,”
explained DoD employee Mike
Burton about COMPACFLT’s let-
down in the middle of the game.
“But the same people came back
and made the plays in the end.
That’s all that matters.”

Burton, who pitched the entire
game for COMPACFLT, did his
part in helping the team stage a
comeback by tossing two shutout
innings against Port Royal in the
sixth and seventh.

Meanwhile, COMPACFLT
hitters slowly chipped away at
the lead with single runs in the
fifth and sixth innings before
bursting Port Royal’s bubble in
the seventh.

.S. Pacific Fleet comeback stuns Port Royal

“We're resilient and we're not
going to give up,” said Burton. “We
can play with anybody out here
and we believe it.”

Pierce stated that even when
the team was down by five runs,
he and his teammates didn’t feel
any pressure to try and catch up
with Port Royal.

That carefree attitude, he
pointed out, not only helped
COMPACFLT make its comeback,
but also allowed him to deliver in
a clutch situation.

“The whole time, our attitude is
to always have fun,” said Pierce.
“We can’t get beat down because
you can’t beat down a team that’s
out here to have fun. We just take
things one pitch at a time.”

Although the loss was very dis-
appointing for Port Royal,
Stephens said that he and his
shipmates would use the defeat to
focus on getting better throughout
the season.

While Port Royal captured the
afloat regular-season intramural
softhall title with a perfect 14-0
record in July, the team is now
filled with new faces and must
make adjustments to get back on
track.

“We've got a lot of transfers and
new people coming in,” noted
Stephens. “We're still seeing
where we need people to play.
We’'ll work it out and be better by
the end of the season.”

Navy Exchange customers see bigger savings, tax-free benefits

Kristine M. Sturkie

Navy Exchange Service
Command Public Affairs

A recent survey conducted by an
independent group recently proved
that the average price of retail
goods sold at Navy Exchanges
(NEX) save customers an average
of 26 percent on products pur-
chased, in addition to the tax-free
benefits.

“l am so thrilled with these
results,” said Tess Paquette, Navy
Exchange Service Command
(NEXCOM) senior vice president
and chief merchandising officer.
“The 26 percent savings is the

average amount customers will
save when they shop at their NEX.
These savings, combined with our
‘best brands, best buys’ and ‘price
cut’ pricing strategies, help cus-
tomers stretch their budgets even
further. These are real savings that
customers can achieve when they
shop at the NEX.”

Retail Data, the independent
research firm that conducted the
survey, compared the prices of
approximately 400 items in the
Navy Exchange against major
retailers across the continental
United States and Hawai’i. The
results determined that NEX
customers save between three
and 86 percent over well-known

civilian retailers.

To determine the percentage of
savings, the same items were sur-
veyed from region to region and
included items such as major appli-
ances, consumer electronics, furni-
ture, clothing, house wares and
sporting goods. The different stores
shopped comparatively were cate-
gorized as discount stores, mass
merchants, full-line department
stores and category-killer stores.

According to the annual survey,
in each of the 36 departments
shopped during the survey
throughout comparative civilian
retail outlets, the Navy Exchanges
clearly provided a better level of
savings to its customers. In the

video games and computer soft-
ware departments, customers
saved an average of 87 percent; in
domestics, an average savings of
50 percent; boys clothing, 42 per-
cent; in girls clothing, an average
of 29 percent; housewares, 27 per-
cent savings; cosmetics, nearly 21
percent in savings; and in major
appliances, an average of six per-
cent.

“Our mantra has always been to
take care of our Sailors and fami-
lies by offering quality merchan-
dise at a savings and providing the
best customer service ... especially
during these tough economic
times,” said Paquette. “It’s just the
right thing to do and the reason

NEXs exist. It’s great knowing
that we’re delivering on what we
work so hard to provide for our
customers.”

Retail Data’s detailed survey
also classified savings based on
which region of the country cus-
tomers live. For instance, cus-
tomers in Pearl Harbor saved
29.68 percent; customers in
Bethesda, Md., saved 27 percent;
in San Diego a 26.22 percent sav-
ings; Everett, Wash., 26 percent
savings; Jacksonville, Fla., 25.83
percent savings; in Pensacola, Fla.,
a savings of 25.66 percent; Great
Lakes, Ill., 25.04 percent; and cus-
tomers in Norfolk, Va., saved 23.55
percent.
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Navy Information
Operations Command
Hawai'i (NIOC) used the long
ball on offense and an in-
your-face attack on defense to
upset Naval Station (NAVS-
TA), 13-12, in a Morale,
Welfare and Recreation
Intramural Flag Football
League game at Ward Field
at Naval Station Pearl
Harbor on Sept. 22.

The win raised NIOC’s
league record to 2-0 while
NAVSTA’s mark fell to 2-1.

Chief Cryptologic
Technician (Collection) Joe
Cantu of NIOC led the
charge at quarterback with
two touchdown tosses while
teammate Cryptologic
Technician (Networks)
Seaman Reauthtie Yun paced
the team’s big “D” with two
sacks.

Cantu’s first scoring pass
came on the first play from
scrimmage during NIOC'’s
second offensive series of the
game.

With the ball sitting on
NIOC’s 38-yard line, Cantu
dropped back into the pocket
and launched a rocket to
Cryptologic Technician
(Interpretive) 2nd Class
Blake Jerman who was open
and streaking down the right
sideline.

Jerman hauled in the toss
and raced into the end zone
to give NIOC an early 6-0
lead.

Later in the first half,
Jerman freed himself up once
again, but Cantu overthrew
his target and missed a sure
touchdown.

“They (NAVSTA) were giv-
ing up the middle and on the
outside deep,” said Cantu. “I
was just trying to eat that
up"’

Down by a touchdown,
NAVSTA immediately went
to work and answered the
call by putting together a
seven-play drive which ended
when Personnel Specialist
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Personnel Specialist 3rd Class Aaron Jackson, Naval Station
(NAVSTA) quarterback, is sacked by Cryptologic Technician
(Networks) Seaman Reauthtie Yun of Navy Information
Operations Command Hawai’i (NIOC) for a 14-yard loss during
the teams’ Intramural Flag Football League game at Ward Field
at Naval Station Pearl Harbor on Sept. 22. NIOC, in an upset

special, beat NAVSTA, 13-12, to stay undefeated at 2-O.

3rd Class Aaron Jackson con-
nected with  Personnel
Specialist 2nd Class Marvin
Robles on a 50-bomb for a
score.

However, while going for
the point-after, Jackson, after
being flushed out of the pock-
et, forced a pass back to the
middle of field only to have it
picked off by Cryptologic
Technician (Interpretive) 2nd
Class Ron Mims of NIOC,
who returned the ball coast-
to-coast for a single point. The
point would turn out to be the
difference in the game.

After halftime, Ensign
Doug Hawk took over at QB
for NAVSTA and quickly led
the team on a six-play drive
to pay dirt.

In leading the charge,
Hawk scampered for seven
yards and connected on
three of four passes, with the
last toss traveling 10 yard
and into the arms of Master-
at-Arms Seaman Brandon
Thomason to give NAVSTA
a 12-7 lead.

On its next offensive
series, NIOC got the ball on
its 15-yard line and appeared
to reach a roadblock after
gaining only five yards.

Facing third and long,
with the ball on its own 20,
Cantu went over the top
again. This time, the NIOC
QB dialed it up to
Cryptologic Technician
(Interpretive) 1st Class

Armando Garcia, who made
a nice grab before running
out of bounds at the NAVS-
TA eight-yard line.

“I was supposed to run an
out (pattern), but it was open
deep,” said Garcia.

The play may have been
the turning point of the
game as two plays later
Cantu connected on his sec-
ond TD pass of the evening
to retake the lead at 13-12.

With time running out,
NAVSTA received a golden
opportunity to win the game
when Lt. Jason Jones picked
off a Cantu pass deep in
NIOC territory and returned
the ball to the 10-yard line.

Jackson returned at quar-
terback, but after bringing
the ball down to the NIOC
five-yard line on two short
passes, Jackson was sacked
in the backfield on fourth
and goal.

“T was trying to look for
one of my guys in the back of
end zone,” said Jackson. “I
had somebody open, but they
(NIOC) got to me before I
could get the ball off”

Cantu, whose pick almost
turned disastrous for NIOC,
said he was stoked about the
way the team’s defense stood
its ground to preserve the
victory.

“I threw that pick at the
end, but our defense stepped
it up,” noted Cantu. “Our “D”
won that game for us.”
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U.S. Navy photo by Mark Smith
Ultimate fighting champion BJ Penn met with patrons and signed autographs at the
Navy Exchange on Sept. 19. Penn, a Hawai'i-native who has developed a following
throughout the islands, is also one of the most decorated non-Brazilian jiu-jitsu
practitioners in the country.

eaker. Lommands, family memn
friends are encouraged to attend.

Gott Ouestions?

participate to Nicole.morant.ctr@ns
Deadline is no later than Oct. 9.

Write to us at hnn@honoluluadvertiser.com
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point on the ocean
floor?

Answer:
The Challenger Deep is
the deepest point at
35,802 feet. It is located
off the coast of Guam in
the Marianas Trench. This
depth was recorded in
1960 by the Trieste, a
manned submersible
owned by the U.S. Navy.
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“‘“n "6pm with offi all at 6:45 p.m. Thi
s theme, “Honor e Past, Protecting the Future”
) will pay tribute ime honored cus f our
fine Navy while celebrating the advancements made
- for future naval forces. FMI: Tickets are on sale now
' and can be purchased via your Navy Ball
representative or by calling Lt. Cmdr. Wendy

- g ST SR IEN ~ Threlkeld at 471-8656 or via e- rha,llat.d ’
D i o ot e g e S R i wendythrelkeia@navymlﬁ

When gifted singer-songwriter Charlotte Banks asks new kid in town Will Burton to
manage her fledgling rock band, she appears to have just one goal in mind: go head-
to-head against her egotistical musician ex-boyfriend, Ben, at the biggest event of the
year, a battle of the bands. Against all odds, their band develops a sound all its own
with a real shot at success in the contest. When disaster strikes, it's time for th the band
to make a choice: Do they admit defeat, or face the mu5|c and stand u hat they

Sharkey Showtimes\" |

A belleve in? g L. :
TODAY SUNDAY .
7:00 PM G.l. Joe:Rise of Cobra (PG 13) 2:30 PM Aliens in the Attic (PG) .3:;-#,” “§
’ , & 4: 45«“ erfect Getaway (R) ,_g% ”i.‘
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