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of air conditioning policy See page A-4
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Springfest 2008 celebrates Month of the
Military Child See page B-1

Former POWs/MIAs reunite in Hawai’i
Story and photo by
MC3 John Wallace
Ciccarelli Jr.

Fleet Public Affairs Center
Detachment Hawai’i

Prisoners of War (POW)
and their families toured
Naval Station Pearl Harbor
on April 9 and attended the
annual Prisoner of
War/Missing in Action
(POW/MIA) Recognition
Ceremony at the National
Memorial Cemetery of the
Pacific (Punchbowl) in
Honolulu on April 10.

POWs from around the
country visited Oahu’s mili-
tary landmarks during
their two-day visit to give
homage to the men and
women who have served
and died defending the
United States of America.

Former Korean War POW
Cliff Benoit, who was cap-
tured by enemy forces and
held for 33 months while
serving with the Army’s 8th
Calvary Division in Korea
in October 1950, reflected
on his experiences.

“There are a lot of things
I’ve been trying to forget
from those days as a POW
and a lot of things that are
tough to remember,” he
said. “The men I served
with during that time I will
never forget or stop honor-
ing and the ones who are
still here are forever
friends.”

The Pearl Harbor boat
tour took the group of
POWs to Battleship Row
where on Dec. 7, 1941,
Japanese planes attacked
U.S. Navy ships moored at
the western side of Pearl

Harbor's Ford Island.
They also visited the USS

Arizona Memorial to pay
tribute to the Sailors and
Marines who lost their lives
aboard the ship.

“Seeing all the naval his-
tory from the past and pres-
ent really gave me a

moment to reflect on why I
did what I did to survive
during those 33 months in
Korea,” said former Korean
War POW Joe Ramirez, who
was captured by enemy
forces and held for 33
months while serving with
the 1st Cavalry Division in

Korea in October 1950.
“This has been a great

opportunity not only for me
to meet others who were
POWs, but also today’s men
and women who serve this
country with honor,” he said.

The next day, the former
POWs participated in the

annual POW/MIA
Recognition Day Ceremony
which included musical
preludes by the Marine
Forces Pacific Band, tradi-
tional Hawaiian hula
dances and the dedication
of memorial wreaths in
honor of all POWs and

those still missing in
action.

Rear Adm. Donna L.
Crisp, commanding officer
of Joint POW/MIA
Accounting Command
(JPAC), acknowledged the
horrendous ordeal the
POWs had endured and said
how grateful she was for
their dedication and service
to the United States.

“Today we join all
Americans in recognition of
former prisoners of war. It’s
a day to honor the extraor-
dinary sacrifice made by
these courageous veterans,”
she said. “America’s former
prisoners of war fought
fiercely with honor and dis-
tinction under the worst
conditions in which they
demonstrated personnel
courage, selflessness and
unwearied loyalty to our
country,” she said.

As the ceremony drew to
a close, the sounds of the
U.S. Air Force firing detail
rifles rang out a 21-gun
salute, while U.S. Marine
Corps buglers played Taps
in the distance as the
POWs saluted with deep
pride and respect.

“We are sure glad to be
here and we really like it.
It’s an honor for us to be
here and to be recognized
this way. The treatment
that they give us here is
something else. It’s like
we’re special and we are
really not. We are just the
ones who came back,” said
former Korean War POW
Fred Liddell, who was cap-
tured by enemy forces and
held for 28 months while
serving with the 2nd
Infantry Division in Korea
in June 1951.

Russell’s blog logs 9,000 visitors
Ensign Theresa Donnelly

Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet Public Affairs

The Pearl Harbor-based, guided missile
destroyer USS Russell (DDG 59) has found an
innovative way of keeping families and total
strangers informed about their daily activities
– launching a ship’s blog on March 23.

The blog is designed to give a first-hand per-
spective of the crew’s life at sea while on a
scheduled deployment. The ship accomplishes
this by using posts that cover a wide variety of
different topics and events, ranging from a
gun exercise to Sailors fishing off the side of
the ship.

After being on the Web for less than a
month, the blog has already created a stir with
feedback from several media sources and has
recorded more than 9,000 visitors.

“It’s quite an honor to see that the American
people are really interested in what their
Navy is doing,” said Electronics Technician
3rd Class Tyler Kirkland, a ship’s contributor
to the blog.

Lt. Cmdr. Chris van Avery, Russell’s execu-
tive officer, created the blog because he felt
that Americans wanted to know more about
what life was like for Sailors in the Navy.

“If you watch the reactions of visitors tour-
ing the ship, you can see that they’re really
amazed by what Sailors do and what the ship
can do,” said van Avery.

“Americans want to know more,” he added.
Readers of the blog can learn about the less

than glamorous aspects of shipboard life, such
as trash duty, but will also read about evolu-
tions that require a large amount of teamwork
and skill, such as exercises involving hunting
for a submarine.

“Anti-submarine warfare is probably the
most challenging mission a ship or strike
group can perform, especially when done well.
It involves nearly every asset and tactic you
can imagine, as ships and aircraft perform a
thorough and sustained search by listening
with passive sensors and probing with active
sensors, both electromagnetic and acoustic,”
writes Van Avery in a posting.

The feedback from the blog has been

extremely positive. A comment left by a blog-
ger, who identifies himself as Galrahn, wrote,
“It is the real daily life on a ship that makes
this blog and contributions like yours valu-
able.”

The families of the ship’s crew are also tak-
ing notice of the blog. “This is the first time
that I have ever seen anything like this,” said
Joni Nowatzki, Russell ombudsman and wife
of Chief Sonar Technician Loren Nowatski.
“It’s a great forum for families to get a better
understanding of the Sailors life at sea.”

Van Avery also noted the value added in
keeping families informed via the blog. “The
blog helps keep the Sailors family and friends
connected while we’re gone and lets them see
what we do while we are deployed,” he said.

The blog operates on self-imposed “standing
orders,” making sure to keep news and ship’s
events unclassified and also to maintain a
strict level of operational security when dis-
cussing the ship’s daily operations.

“It is impossible for a project like this to take
place without some level of consent and
review from superiors,” wrote van Avery.

To access the blog, log onto http://destroyer-
men.blogspot.com/.

Russell is assigned to the USS Abraham
Lincoln Strike Group and is currently on a
regularly scheduled deployment en-route to
the 5th fleet area of responsibility (AOR).

Roughead visits Saudi Arabia

U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Tiffini M. Jones
In his first official counterpart visit as Chief of Naval Operations (CNO), Adm. Gary
Roughead prepares to meet with the custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Abdullah
during an office call at the palace in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Roughead is visiting Naval
Forces Central Command (NAVCENT) area of responsibility to strengthen international
maritime partnerships as part of the "Cooperative Strategy for 21st Century Seapower." 

Ex-prisoners of war salute wreaths in honor of fallen heroes at the annual Prisoner of War/Missing in Action (POW/MIA)Recognition
Day Ceremony held at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific (Punchbowl) in Honolulu on April 10. The ceremony is held every
year to commemorate the men and women who have been held captive by enemy forces and to pay homage to those who are still
unaccounted. 

U.S. Navy photo
Families and total strangers stay informed about
daily activities of USS Russell Sailors by logging
onto USS Russell’s ship’s blog. 
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Hawai’i educators and business leaders experience life aboard carrier
Ensign Theresa Donnelly

Commander, U.S. Pacific
Fleet

Nearly 30 local educators
and business leaders experi-
enced life aboard the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72)
by landing on the carrier off
the coast of Oahu on March
25-26.

Commander, U.S. Pacific
Fleet’s (COMPACFLT) distin-
guished visitor (DV)
embarkation program gives
local community leaders a
chance to see first-hand the
events that take place at sea.
Community leaders can
observe the carrier’s daily
operations, talk to the Sailors
on the ship, and share their
experiences with others.
Additionally, the tour groups
witness the sacrifices that
the Navy’s young men and
woman make every day dur-
ing a carrier deployment.

The tours were hosted by
U.S. Pacific Command and
U.S. Pacific Fleet. Educators
from various high schools
and middle schools were one
type of group that went on
this most recent “embark.”

In a newsletter sent to his
staff and students, Kevin
Yuen, Queen Lili’uokalani
school principal, said, “You
would not believe how tech-

nologically advanced this car-
rier is. Everything that I wit-
nessed was heavily influ-
enced with the newest elec-
tronics and technology.”

While onboard, the commu-
nity leaders watched flight
operations with a special

“bird’s eye” view of the planes
taking off and landing on the
ship’s 4.5 acre deck. During
the tour, the DVs were taken
up to “vultures row,” an out-
side platform located four
stories high above the flight
deck overseeing flight opera-

tions.
The DVs also learned about

many of the Navy’s programs
including its maritime strate-
gy designed to increase inter-
operational ability with the
Marine Corps and Coast
Guard and its humanitarian

assistance missions, such as
Pacific Partnership 2008, a
mission sending the hospital
ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19)
to provide assistance to six
host nations.

DVs also witnessed flight
operations from the “foul
line,” a safety line on the deck
itself, giving them a rare,
close look at the carefully
choreographed team of per-
sonnel who are responsible
for the safe takeoffs and land-
ings of more than 70 aircraft.

“Allowing us to be so close
physically to aircraft and
flight operations made us feel
that extra special,” said
Justin Mew, principal of Niu
Valley Middle School.

The community leaders not
only had an opportunity to
see flight operations, but they
also ate on board, toured sev-
eral shipboard spaces, and
talked to the crew.

Yuen said one of the things
he will remember most was
“(talking with) the person
who explained the anchoring
systems. I know that he dis-
played an incredible sense of
pride in what he does.”

Boatswain’s Mate 3rd
Class Zachary Land, who
briefed the part of the tour
where the DVs saw all the
gear that makes up the
anchoring systems, said, “I
really like getting to meet
everyone who comes on board

for the tours. It makes me
proud to show them how the
Navy operates on a day-to-
day basis.”

Responding to a post-
embark electronic survey,
many of the visitors said that
they will take this experience
and use it as an opportunity
to educate others about the
operations of the Navy.

“I have already been talk-
ing to people,” said Dr. Angela
Meixell, chancellor of
Windward Community
College.

“I talk about both the tech-
nology and the people. I was
impressed by many things,
from the feeding of 5,000 peo-
ple to the operation of the
catapult. I especially enjoyed
the young people who pre-
sented their work stations to
us.”

“The DV tours are impor-
tant because it gives a posi-
tive image of the Navy to peo-
ple who don’t always have
the chance to see how the
Navy operates,” commented
Land. “It lets them see first-
hand what the Navy is all
about.”

USS Abraham Lincoln
Strike Group is currently on
a scheduled seven-month
deployment with Carrier Air
Wing Two in the Western
Pacific Ocean and headed to
the 5th Fleet area of respon-
sibility.

U.S. Navy photo
(From left) Kevin Yuen, Queen Lili’uokalani school principal, and Justin Mew, Niu Valley Middle
School principal, on the flight deck of USS Abraham Lincoln as they participate in an embark
aboard the aircraft carrier.
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Doolittle Raid on Japan, April 1942

Official U.S. Navy photograph, now in the collections of the National Archives
An Army Air Force B-25B bomber takes off from USS Hornet (CV 8) at the start of the Doolittle Raid on April 18, 1942. Note
men watching from the signal lamp platform at right.

Cookouts are fun 
if done safely

Victor Flint

Battalion Chief, Federal
Fire Department

Hot dogs and burgers
cooked on the grill are
tastes that are hard to
beat. The Federal Fire
Department reminds you
that outdoor cooking can
also lead to tragedy when
carelessness causes seri-
ous burns. Use common
sense and remember to
cook safely. Here are
some tips:

- Use charcoal lighter
fluid safely. Never use
gasoline to start or fresh-
en a fire. Gasoline is
explosive and much too
dangerous to use on
grills. Be cautious with
charcoal lighter fluid. Use
on coals only before the
fire is lit. If you try to
make a fire bigger by
adding more fluid, the
heat of the coals can
ignite the stream of liq-
uid and burn back into
the can, causing it to
explode in your hand.

•Try using electric
starters in place of lighter
fluids.

•Place grills where
they will not tip over or
ignite objects above them.
Do not use on balconies or
under awnings.

•Never bring a grill
into the home. The carbon
monoxide produced by
burning charcoal can be
dangerous in an enclosed
space.

•Have a container of
water or garden hose
ready to extinguish a fire.

•Keep children away
from fires and grills. They
may try to climb on the
grill to see what is cook-
ing.

•If outdoor cooking
burns anyone, cool the
burn with water immedi-
ately. Cover the burn with
a clean cloth and seek
emergency help. Call 911
for emergency medical
help.

•Although coals may
appear cold, always soak
them after cooking.
Unsoaked coals can re-
light a day later.

•Keep grills outside of
tents and recreational
vehicles.

•Keep damp or wet
coals in a well-ventilated
area. During the drying
process, spontaneous
combustion can occur in
confined areas. If a bag of
charcoal gets wet, leave it
outside, away from the
house.

For more information,
call Victor Flint at 471-
3303, ext. 633.

Pacific Fleet commander praises mentor pilot program
MCSN Byung K. Cho

Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet
Public Affairs

Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet
Adm. Robert F. Willard hosted a
celebration luncheon April 11 to
recognize members of Pacific
Fleet’s Total Force Mentor
Program for their achievements
during a three-month pilot proj-
ect.

The luncheon brought together
the program’s 10 participating
pairs of mentors and protégés,
advisory members and key Pacific
Fleet diversity team members.

“This was a valuable experience
for Pacific Fleet,” said Willard.
“Insight about the mentor pro-
gram is important for the pro-
gram to successfully launch in
the future.”

During the luncheon, partici-

pants shared their experiences
from the pilot project and their
thoughts on mentoring as a
means to support diversity.

“I think the mentor program
went really well,” said Yeoman
2nd Class (SW/AW) Abigail
Lispier, pilot program protégé.
“It’s good to have a mentor that
will help guide you to your goals.”

“When you empower your peo-
ple, you collectively strengthen

your force,” said Cmdr. Anthony
Fortescue, Lisper’s mentor.
“These actions will allow us to
better implement our new mar-
itime strategy.”

The Total Force Mentoring
Program was proposed after the
2007 Defense Equal Opportunity
Climate Survey indicated low
agreement responses for counsel-
ing, coaching and mentoring.

Judith Godwin, Total Force

Mentor Program advisor and
Pacific Fleet Diversity Committee
development leader, conceptual-
ized and led the pilot program to
ensure cross-cultural, mentoring
relationships become standard,
and personnel were provided
opportunities for growth and
development.

“Our goal is to increase the
appreciation for diversity
throughout the Pacific Fleet,
starting with this staff as an
example,” said Godwin. “A total
force approach will result in con-
necting uniformed and civilian
members to better understand
different perspectives to include
diverse race, gender, experience,
background and leadership
style.”

The program was designed so
protégés could ask mentors for
advice, discuss career goals and
develop credible leadership skills.

“The biggest part of this pro-
gram is passing down knowledge
to our junior Sailors to help them
succeed,” said Pacific Fleet staff
Command Master Chief (SW/AW)
James Teutsch, who also serves
as a Total Force Mentor Program
advisor.

Program advisors are planning
a full launch of this program for
Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet
staff, which will enable protégés
to choose their mentors.

“We’re very excited about the
future of this program and it
needs to be expanded outside of
COMPACFLT,” said Teutsch. “Our
ultimate goal is to make this pro-
gram fleet wide.”

At the conclusion of the cele-
bration luncheon, Willard pre-
sented participants with a certifi-
cate of appreciation and his com-
mand coin to commend their
achievements with the program.

“When you empower your
people, you collectively
strengthen your force.”

-Cmdr. Anthony Fortescue
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PACOM, Indonesia recommit
to shared security interests
Donna Miles

American Forces Press Service

The top U.S. officer in the Pacific met
today with Indonesian President
Bambang Yudoyono to reaffirm the U.S.
commitment to the region and applaud
Indonesia’s role in maritime security,
peacekeeping and other security initia-
tives.

Navy Adm. Timothy J. Keating, com-
mander of U.S. Pacific Command,
wrapped up his two-day visit praising
Indonesia’s role in promoting maritime
security in the strategic Straits of
Malacca.

During a joint news conference with
Yudoyono, Keating noted the close coop-
eration among Indonesia, Malaysia,
Singapore and the Philippines that is
improving their collective maritime
domain awareness and law enforcement
capabilities. This cooperation, Keating
said, is paying off through enhanced
security in the busy Malacca Straits, a
transit point comparable to the Suez
and Panama canals in terms of ship traf-
fic.

Keating said he congratulated
Yudoyono on the Indonesian Defense
Force’s peacekeeping operations around
the world, and urged a closer military-
to-military relationship so both coun-
tries’ armed forces are better prepared
to work together to promote their shared
security interests.

Citing violent extremism as the great-
est threat to the region, Keating said he
and Yudoyono pledged to promote infor-
mation and intelligence sharing, mili-
tary and law enforcement engagement,
and “whatever else is required” to pre-
vent terrorists from operating here.

“We want to make it very difficult for
those committed to violent extremism to
move in Indonesia or anywhere in our
area of responsibility for which I am in
charge,” he said.

Echoing sentiments expressed during
his meetings with Indonesian Defense
Minister Juwono Sudarsono and Gen.
Djoko Santoso, chief of defense, Keating
encouraged greater military-to-military
engagement through exercises, leader-

ship development programs, and more
personnel exchanges.

Yudoyono, who has attended several
U.S. military schools through the U.S.
International Military Education and
Training Program, supported the idea
and told Keating he welcomes the oppor-
tunity for troops to learn from each
other.

Yudoyono expressed particular inter-
est in cooperating in humanitarian
assistance and disaster response pre-
paredness -- a key focus after a magni-
tude 9.1 underwater earthquake in
December 2004 caused a tsunami that
leveled much of Indonesia’s Aceh
province.

Keating assured Indonesian leaders
that PACOM will continue helping
Indonesia develop disaster response
plans to ensure it’s ready to jump into
action should disaster strike.

As thenews conference concluded,
Keating reaffirmed his great respect for
the Indonesian armed forces and said he
looks forward to building on the strong
bonds that already exist between the
Indonesian and U.S. militaries.

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Elisia V. Gonzales   
Adm. Timothy J. Keating, commander of U.S.
Pacific Command, answers questions from
members of the press in Jakarta, Indonesia
on April 11.

Navy Region Hawai’i reminds
personnel of air conditioning policy

Krista Stehn

Contract Resource Efficiency
Manager, Naval Facilities
Engineering Command
Hawai’i Energy Program

In an effort to achieve feder-
al energy reduction require-
ments, Navy Region Hawai’i
has established energy conser-
vation policy for all personnel
occupying region facilities.
Signed in August 2007, COM-
NAVREGHIINST 4101.1B
addresses energy goals set
forth by the 2008 Energy
Independence and Security
Act, Executive Order 13423,

the Energy Policy Act of 2005,
and OPNAVINST 4100.5D.

To achieve energy efficiency
goals, the region requires all
personnel to abide by the fol-
lowing air conditioning (AC)
policies:

• Air conditioning hours for
region facilities are between 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. and limited to
workdays only. Air condition-
ing shall be secured on week-
ends, holidays and after hours.

• Thermostats for central AC
and window AC units should
be set to 78 degrees Fahrenheit
during the approved hours. For
air conditioning units without
thermostats, mount a ther-

mometer and set the unit’s
cooling settings to a maximum
of 78 degrees Fahrenheit space
cooling.

• Perimeter windows and
doors shall be kept closed
when a building’s AC is operat-
ing.

By following the prescribed
AC policies, region personnel
will significantly impact and
reduce Navy Region Hawai’i’s
energy use.

If you are interested in addi-
tional information on the
region’s AC policy and/or
would like AC thermometers
for your facility, contact the
energy team at 471-0440.

Active duty and retired military, civil service and family members can advertise the 
sale of their personal property (including real estate) and services in HNN at no 
charge. The details are as follows:
Classified items and services must represent an incidental exchange between the 
aforementioned personnel and not business operations. Requests for three-line free 
classified advertisements can be submitted via email, if from a ".mil" address 
(submit to lkaneshi@honolulu.gannett.com), by phone at 521-9111 or by visiting
www.honoluluadvertiser.com and clicking on "classified ads." More lines of 
advertising can be purchased at an additional fee. Requesters should include their 
military ID number and a call-back phone number. 
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U.S. Navy photo by MC2 James R. Evans

(Above) Hook runners carry steel bars used to guide arresting gear cables off the flight deck after a fixed-wing recovery

cycle aboard the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) in the Pacific Ocean on April 14. Lincoln and

Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 9 are on a scheduled seven-month deployment to the U.S. 5th Fleet area of responsibility. USS

Russell (DDG 59), homeported at Pearl Harbor, Hawai’i, is assigned to the USS Abraham Lincoln Strike Group.

(Below) Lt. Cmdr. Matt Murphy, assigned to Submarine Squadron Three, performs bicep curls during the outdoor condi-

tioning class at Bloch Arena onboard Naval Station Pearl Harbor. The outdoor conditioning class is one of 18 fitness class-

es Commander, Navy Region Hawai’i Morale, Welfare and Recreation offer to service members, Department of Defense

civilians and family members living on Oahu. U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Michael A. Lantron

(Right) Ex-prisoners of war salute the

ensign during the pledge of allegiance

at the annual Prisoner of War/Missing

in Action (POW/MIA) Recognition Day

Ceremony held at the National

Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific

(Punchbowl) on April 10. The ceremony

is held every year to commemorate the

men and women who have been held

captive by enemy forces and to pay

homage to those that are still unac-

counted.

U.S. Navy photo by MC3 John Wallace Ciccarelli Jr.

U.S. Navy photo by MC3 John Wallace Ciccarelli Jr.

Ex-prisoners of war carry wreaths during the annual

Prisoner of War/Missing in Action (POW/MIA)

Recognition Day Ceremony held at the National

Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific (Punchbowl) in

Honolulu on April 10.

(Left) Members of the Commander, Navy Region

Hawai’i Color Guard parade the colors during a retire-

ment ceremony for Chaplain Capt. Gene Theriot held

April 11 at the Battleship Missouri Memorial. Theriot

retired following 30 years of active duty service.

U.S. Navy photo by MC2 Michael A. Lantron

U.S. Navy photo by Blair Martin

Hundreds of people from the military community attend-

ed Springfest near the Navy Lodge on Ford Island on

April 12. See story and additional photos on page B-1.
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Twins get
Navy
Achievement
Medal
Ensign Cassidy
Rasmussen

USS Port Royal (CG 73)
Public Affairs

Twin brothers serving on
board guided-missile cruiser
USS Port Royal (CG 73),
homeported at Pearl Harbor,
Hawai’i, each received a
Navy Achievement Medal on
March 30.

Capt. David B. Adler, Port
Royal’s commanding officer,
presented Engineman 2nd
Classes Jamain and
Jamarcus Gholston with
their awards on the quarter-
deck in front of one of a pair
of bronze plaques featuring
President Theodore
Roosevelt’s April 23, 1910,
‘Man in the Arena’ speech.

“The quote speaks to the
hard-working Sailors, like
these enginemen, who work
hard all day in the plant to
keep the ship moving, but
who hardly get recognized for
it,” said Adler. “They are the
‘Men in the Arena.’”

The Gholston brothers
have been stationed together
aboard Port Royal since they
entered the fleet more than
four years ago. In that time,
they have been deployed to
the Persian Gulf twice and
experienced numerous train-
ing and certification cycles.

“Having my sibling on
board with me is great,” said
Jamarcus, who enlisted with
his brother under the Navy
Buddy Enlistment Program,
which allows small groups of
new recruits to remain
together as long as possible
during their enlisted careers.
“I always have that person
whom I can share anything
and everything with.”

The longest time the twins
have ever been separated was
when Jamarcus had to go to
school for three months. The
brothers agree that they
want to continue to be sta-
tioned together in the future.
“But if it doesn’t happen,”
said Jamarcus, “life goes on.”

The Gholston brothers’
next tour of duty will take
them to Naval Support
Activity Bahrain, where they
will be small boat engine
repairmen for harbor patrol
craft.

Port Royal, Hopper visit Phuket, Thailand
Ensign Cassidy Rasmussen

USS Port Royal (CG 73) Public
Affairs

Guided-missile cruiser USS Port
Royal (CG 73) and guided-missile
destroyer USS Hopper (DDG 70),
both homeported at Pearl Harbor,
Hawai’i, and guided-missile frigate
USS Ingraham (FFG 61), homeported
in Everett, Wash., “set sail” conclud-
ing a successful port visit to Phuket,
Thailand on April 7.

While in port, Sailors met local citi-
zens, experienced local customs and
traditions, and enjoyed the many
recreational activities offered in

Phuket. For a few Sailors, however,
rest and recreation were not the only
activities on the schedule.

On April 4, Sailors from Port Royal
and Ingraham volunteered for a spe-
cial project with Kamala Elementary

School in Phuket, which provides
English language education to local
children. The school was one of count-
less buildings destroyed in 2004 when
a tsunami demolished most of Patong
Beach.

“The school has basically been
rebuilt from the ground up in four
years,” said Port Royal Chief Fire
Controlman Jonathan Scott, who
helped to organize the event. “Our job
in four hours was to refurbish 110
desks. It’s a miracle we accomplished
that much, but the school itself is a
miracle.”

“When the children saw the desks,
they all smiled and gave us a thumbs-
up,” said Lt. Mark Haley, a chaplain
who ministers to all three ships.

Port Royal and Ingraham worked
with the “Phuket Has Been Good to
Us” Foundation, which is sponsored
by the Patong Rotary Club. It is des-
ignated as the local host in Phuket for
arranging community relations

events with visiting U.S. Navy ships.
“We accomplished a lot, but our pri-

mary mission was just to interact
with people and spread goodwill,”
said Scott. “The school benefited from
our labor, but we also benefited from
the opportunity to interact with the
children and do some good.”

Port Royal, Hopper and Ingraham
are part of the Tarawa Expeditionary
Strike Group and are on a scheduled
deployment in the U.S. 7th Fleet area
of responsibility. Operating in the
Western Pacific and Indian Ocean,
the U.S. 7th Fleet is the largest of for-
ward-deployed U.S. fleets, with
approximately 50 ships, 120 aircraft
and 20,000 Sailors and Marines
assigned at any given time.

“We accomplished a lot, but 
our primary mission was just 
to interact with people and

spread goodwill.”
- FCC Jonathan Scott



Military’s Hawai’i playground undergoes major facelift
Donna Miles

American Forces Press
Service

Army Pfc. Shane Stuard
couldn’t think of a better
place to spend the last day
of his rest-and-recuperation
leave before rejoining his
unit in Iraq than at the
Hale Koa Hotel here in
Hawai’i.

Stuard, an infantryman
assigned to 2nd Brigade,
1st Battalion, 14th Infantry
Brigade, sent the kids off to
the nanny and headed with
his wife, to the resort hotel
that’s considered a crown
jewel among the Defense
Department’s four armed
forces recreation centers.

Relishing their first pri-
vate time since Stuard’s
arrival at Schofield
Barracks two weeks ago,
the two frolicked along
Waikiki Beach, flew above
the sparkling coastline on a
parasail, and popped into
the hotel’s own post
exchange to stock up on
goodies for Stuard’s return
flight.

As they enjoyed the surf
and each other, Camp Taji,
Iraq, seemed a million
miles away.

The Hale Koa has offered
servicemembers, military
retirees and Department of
Defense civilian employees
a piece of paradise on
Hawai’i’s most famous
beach since it opened its
doors in 1975.

“We love it here,” Stuard’s
wife said. “The customer
service is excellent, and the
rooms are beautiful. It’s
right on the beach!”

“Plus, it’s a whole lot
cheaper than anywhere else
around!” her husband
added.

Prices for the hotel’s 817
guestrooms are based on
military rank, with Stuard
and other E-1s through E-
5s paying as little as $83 a
night for a standard room.
The price goes up for more
senior noncommissioned
officers and officers or
guests wanting garden or
ocean views. At the high
end of the scale, junior ser-
vicemembers pay $154 a
night for a deluxe ocean-
front room; senior officers,
warrant officers and
Defense Department civil-
ians pay up to $202 for the
same room.

Troops returned from
Iraq and Afghanistan get
additional discounts of 20
to 35 percent off all servic-
es, from lodging to dining to
entertainment. “A couple
thousand” service members
a month take advantage of
that offering, Mike
Naka’ahiki, the hotel’s mar-
keting manager, said.

While price may draw

guests to the Hale Koa,
there’s nothing low-budget
about its accommodations
or vast offerings. The hotel
offers everything troops
might expect to find in a
luxury paradise resort: a
vast beachfront, multiple
pools, lush tropical gardens,
and top-notch Polynesian
entertainment.

Service members staying
at the resort, as well as
troops stationed in Hawai’i
or transiting through the

area, qualify for the Hale
Koa’s amenities. They can
sign up for an authentic
Hawaiian-style luau, dine
in eateries offering any-
thing from fast food to
haute cuisine, or grab a pic-
nic table and fire up one of
the many barbecue grills
dotting the grounds.

“We try to offer our mili-
tary families the same
experience they would have
if they went to another top
resort on Waikiki Beach,”

Naka’ahiki said.
To maintain that stan-

dard, the Ilima Tower, the
original of the hotel’s two
towers, is undergoing a $60
million to $70 million reno-
vation that will give its 420
guest rooms a whole new
face. “We’re giving them a
full-on makeover and a
fresh look, with new carpet-
ing and wallpaper and
updated bath fixtures,”
Naka’ahiki said.

Although several floors of

the tower are closed during
construction, the rest of the
tower remains open and
accepting guests,
Naka’ahiki said. The hotel’s
Maile Tower, opened in
1995, also continues to run
at near-full capacity.

When there’s no room at
the Hale Koa, would-be
guests are offered rooms at
other local hotels at Hale
Koa prices, Naka’ahiki
noted. If they take advan-
tage of this offer, they’re

still welcome to use the
Hale Koa’s restaurants,
pools and other facilities, he
said.

And to make up for any
inconvenience the renova-
tion may cause, the hotel
has brought in special, top-
level entertainment. “We’re
being as unobtrusive as
possible with the construc-
tion, but it’s a little extra to
make sure our guests have
the best experience possi-
ble,” Naka’ahiki said.
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Navy launches new ship, USNS Amelia Earhart
Military Sealift Command
Public Affairs

USNS Amelia Earhart, the
newest ship in the U.S. Navy’s
Lewis and Clark-class of dry
cargo/ammunition ships owned
and operated by Military Sealift
Command (MSC), was launched
April 6 during a nighttime ceremo-
ny at the General Dynamics NASS-
CO shipyard in San Diego.

The 689-foot ship, designated T-
AKE 6, slid into the water for the
first time with red, white and blue
streamers flowing from its bow and
fireworks lighting the sky over-
head. Among the nearly 1,000 peo-
ple present at the event were U.S.
Rep. Susan Davis of California,
MSC Commander Rear Adm.
Robert Reilly Jr. and Logistics
Group Western Pacific Commander
Rear Adm. Nora Tyson.

“Being able to refuel at sea is
essential to our Navy’s ability to be
forward-deployed and remain
strong in our global endeavors,”
said Davis. “Today we bring this
ship to life and I look forward to
the day we welcome her to the
fleet.”

USNS Earhart is the sixth ship
in the Navy’s new T-AKE class.
These ships deliver ammunition,
provisions, spare parts, potable
water and petroleum products to
the Navy’s carrier strike groups at
sea and other naval forces world-
wide, allowing them to stay at sea,

on station and combat ready for
extended periods of time.

USNS Earhart is named in
honor of aviation pioneer Amelia

Earhart, who was the first woman
to be awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross. She received the
award after completing a solo

flight across the Atlantic Ocean.
Earhart disappeared in 1937 over
the central Pacific Ocean during an
attempt to circumnavigate the

globe.
Earhart’s niece, Amy Kleppner,

served as the ship’s sponsor, break-
ing a bottle of champagne across
the bow to formally christen the
ship “Amelia Earhart.”

“This ship was built specifically
to support the fleet and we are
ready to show what it can do,” said
Capt. John Pope, USNS Earhart’s
civil service master. “It’s an honor
to be the first master of a ship like
Amelia Earhart.”

USNS Earhart will be crewed by
124 civil service mariners working
for Military Sealift Command. The
ship will also have a military
detachment of 11 U.S. Navy Sailors
to provide supply coordination.

Construction began on USNS
Earhart in December 2006 and the
ship is scheduled to deliver to the
Navy later this year. The Navy
expects to build 14-TAKEs, the
first 11 of which will serve as com-
bat logistics ships. The remaining
three are expected to be part of the
maritime prepositioning force
(future). All 14 of the ships will be
owned and operated by the Navy’s
Military Sealift Command.

MSC operates approximately
110 non-combatant, civilian-
crewed ships that replenish U.S.
Navy ships, conduct specialized
missions, strategically preposition
combat cargo at sea around the
world and move military cargo and
supplies used by deployed U.S.
forces and coalition partners.

U.S Navy photo by MCC Steve Vasquez
The Military Sealift Command dry cargo, ammunition ship USNS Amelia Earhart (T-AKE-6) waits to be launched during
a nighttime christening ceremony at General Dynamics NASSCO shipyard in San Diego on April 6. Earhart was the first
woman to fly alone across the Atlantic, flying from Harbor Grace, Newfoundland, to Londonderry, Ireland and the first
person to fly alone across the Pacific Ocean from Honolulu to Oakland, Calif. 



Army Sgt. Sara Moore

American Forces Press
Service

For the fifth year in a
row, the football players
from the U.S. Naval
Academy were honored
guests at the White House
to receive the Commander-
in-Chief ’s trophy.

The Midshipmen claimed
the trophy by beating the
Air Force, 31-20, and the
Army, 38-3, during the
2007-08 season. The trophy
is presented each year to
the military academy with
the best head-to-head
record.

“This team has had an
historic season,” Bush said
at the award presentation
in the Rose Garden. “For
the third year in a row,
[Navy] had the most rush-
ing yards in the nation, as
well as the nation's highest
graduation rate. You went
to your fifth straight bowl
game, and of course you
accomplished your most
important goal: you beat
Arm,” he said.

The Navy team set a

school record by scoring
511 points this season and,
with its sixth straight win
over the Army, established
the longest winning streak
against Army in history,
Bush noted. The
Midshipmen also beat
Notre Dame for the first
time since 1963.

Bush lauded several of
the stand-out performers
on the team, including the
team’s captain, slot back
Reggie Campbell, who
holds eight school records.
The president singled out
slot back Zerbin Singleton,
who overcame injuries from
a car accident to make it to
the Naval Academy and

during the season received
Disney’s Wide World of
Sports Spirit Award as col-
lege football's most inspira-
tional figure. Singleton is
the brigade commander of
all 4,200 Midshipmen at
the Naval Academy and
will soon begin flight train-
ing as a Marine aviator.

Bush said he was proud
to welcome the individual
stars to the White House,
“but no question this team
played well because you
played as a unit. I want to
thank every football player
for agreeing to put on the
uniform of the finest mili-
tary ever. You signed up
after 9/11. You knew the

stakes involved in the war
against extremists and rad-
icals. You knew that your
country depended on you.
And you didn't hesitate to
wear the uniform.”

Bush said he looks for-
ward to welcoming the
Midshipmen into the mili-
tary.

“I cannot wait to be able
to say to you some day, ‘I'm
proud to be your command-
er in chief,’” he said. “And
so I welcome you to the
Rose Garden. I congratu-
late you on being fine foot-
ball players. More impor-
tantly, I congratulate you
on being patriotic
Americans.”
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