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by Bob Torres, NASCC Public Affairs Officer

In the near future, a steel barrier gate
will be erected across part of Ocean Drive
that will deter vehicular traffic from access-
ing federal property during night-time
hours. This Barrier Gate will be approxi-
mately 300 yards south of the Texas A&M
light that crosses Sand Dollar Boulevard.

Because part of Ocean Drive is on fed-
eral property and has been used in the past
few years for illegal activities by a criminal
element, this is part of a security procedure
that has been emplaced to combat crime.

Drug use, sex in parked vehicles and
illegal drinking, sometimes with children in
the vehicles, has taken place on this area of
federal property and is assumed by some to
be a “free zone.” People engaged in illegal
activities on this property will be subject to
federal conviction.

“Almost every night we were finding
someone smoking dope or shooting up,”
said Master at Arms Chief Wayne Binning.
“There is drinking and open containers. A
lot of people knew that the Corpus Christi
Police Department doesn’t patrol out there.”

“It’s a pretty secluded area with very
little lighting,” Chief Binning continues.
“Almost every time we stopped, when we’d

Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas

Steel Barrier Gate on Ocean Drive will restrict vehicular traffic at night

see someone sitting in the car, there was a
smell of marijuana, or we’d find some form
of drug paraphernalia,” he continued. “Prac-
tically on a daily basis, we’d find empty sy-
ringes and beer bottles. Most of that activ-
ity was happening between 8 p.m. to 3 a.m.
Sometimes we’d find people out there with
a ‘cheap date,” but it was mostly about
drugs.”

The proposed gate is designed to cross
Ocean Drive as a steel barrier, padlocked at
dusk. Since the base’s North Gate opens at
5 a.m. for Corpus Christi Army Depot per-
sonnel and military, the Barrier Gate will be
opened at that time and closed at dusk on
weekdays and weekends. There will still be
Security patrols to ensure everyone’s safety,
but not on a set schedule. Lighting and
signage will be emplaced soon to alert driv-
ers who may have become used to access-
ing that area in the past.

Local fishermen who have traditionally
used the area as a fishing site are still wel-
come during daylight hours, provided they
are not participating in illegal activities. Fish-
ermen who access the area by boat or kayak
can fish freely offshore any time of the day
or night.
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Just beyond this sign at the telephone poles, a steel gate will be emplaced to
keep vehicular traffic out of an area some consider to be a “free zone” for

drug use and other illegal activities. Security personnel will continue to patrol,
maintaining the safety of the area. (Photo by Lt. j.g. Caleb Booher)
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From The Skipper

Looking forward to our Air Show, and honoring African-Americans

by Capt. T.E. Coolidge

Our South Texas Shootout Air Show
planning is moving forward full throttle. The
highlight of the show,
the Navy’s Blue An-
gels, are looking for-
ward to being here
(we keep in touch
with them on a regu-
lar basis). It looks like
the Air Show, sched-
uled for the weekend
of April 14-15, will be
one of the larger
shows NAS Corpus
Christi has hosted.
We’ll have more acts, more static displays,
and better ways of getting to and from the
event. It promises to be fun for kids of all

Coolidg

ages!

The word is out that the 2007 South
Texas Shootout may be the last time an air
show is hosted at NAS Corpus Christi. As
you know, we’re working with the City of
Corpus Christi to hold future air shows
downtown along the bay front. It is my be-
lief that holding the air show downtown will
allow larger numbers of folks to witness the
amazing aerial ballet that has made the Blue
Angels so popular. It has the added ben-
efit of getting more people downtown to
enjoy the sights, restaurants, and activi-
ties the area offers.

I’ll say this again, we plan on making
this a great show for everyone. And some-
thing new this year for the show: opera-
tions will be conducted from our new Air
Traffic Control Tower. For those of you who

don’t know, we’ve been operating from the
old Control Tower since it was built in 1941!
When the new Control Tower became op-
erational this week, Air Operations person-
nel moved into a state-of-the-art complex
that our Sailors and pilots deserve!

In this issue, Assistant Public Affairs
Officer, Lt. j.g. Caleb Booher, did a little re-
search to tell you more about the Blue An-
gels. Did you know there were two times in
Navy history that the Blues were home-
based here at NAS Corpus Christi? And that
one of the former Commanding Officers of
the Blues, retired Cmdr. ‘Dusty’ Rhodes, is
planning on attending this year’s event?
We expect him to come in from California to
enjoy the festivities.

Captain continued on page 10

Chaplain’s Column

On Pride
by Chaplain Chin Van Dang

A pastor, Reverend Smith, arrived at his
church early one Sunday morning to see an
elderly woman struggling to get up the steep
stairs to the church. “Here, let me help you,”
said Reverend Smith. And, with a great deal
of patience and love, he helped her to the top
of the stairs. Reaching the entrance to the
church, the elderly lady turned to him and
asked, “Can you tell me who is preaching this
morning?”” With a smile, the pastor answered,
“Yes, Reverend Smith.” Whereupon she said,
“Would you mind helping me back down the
steps?”

Pride, Covetousness, Lust, Anger, Glut-
tony, Envy, and Sloth. These are the Seven
Capital Sins. They are the seedbeds of our
sinning. They are the natural drives of a hu-
man nature corrupted by original sin. The first
of these is pride, the irrational urge to make
of ourselves more than we can be. The virtue
opposed to pride is humility, the basis upon

which all the other virtues depend.

All of us have big doses of pride. We get
too big for our boots. We want to be head of
the list and looked up to by all.

A visitor entering the social room of a
mental institution came upon an odd sight.
In the center of the room stood a young man,
erect and haughty, with his hand thrust in
the buttoned front of his coat. In a nearby
corner stood an older man, apart from the rest,
staring seriously at the ceiling. The visitor
inquired as to the identity of the young man.
He replied, “I’m Napoleon.” Amused, the visi-
tor asked, “Who told you that?” The fellow
replied, “God told me.” At this, the older man
in the corner retorted, “I didn’t tell you any
such thing!”

What is humility? It is the basic truth
about ourselves. The humble man is honest.
He sees himself exactly as he is. Before God,
he is nobody. He did not make himself or bring
himself into existence. The Creator had to do
had to do that for him. The Creator had to

give him his talents, virtues, and graces. The
only thing he can truly call his own are his
sins. So, in the sight of God, he who has
sinned is nobody. The man who can say this
about himself has
found his proper
place before God.
He has made the
prime adjustment of
life.

But when he
looks around and
sees other people,
his pride begins to
swell. He may say
to himself, “I am
taller than you, bet-
ter looking. I have
more money too. So, I am better than you.” If
he does not push the comparison beyond
that, no real harm done. But when he says, “I
am a better human being than anyone in the

Dang

Chaplain continued on page 4

Health Watch

Make healthy choices in March, National Nutrition Month®

by Sara Crowell, Asst. PAO

Say yes to that extra helping of veg-
etables this month by celebrating National
Nutrition Month®! Created in 1973, National
Nutrition Month® was designed to spotlight
the impor-
tance of
making
knowl-
edgeable,
healthy
f ood
choices
while de-
veloping
beneficial
eating
habits.
Now more
than ever, general heath and nutrition has been
pushed to the forefront of daily life. Obesity
has become a growing problem with about
one-third of Americans being overweight, a
number that has doubled in the past two de-
cades. Even worse, children are becoming the

newest victims of obesity. Today, about 10%
of 2-to 5-year-olds and more than 15% of chil-
dren between the ages of 6 and 19 are over-
weight. In general, children are spending more
time in front of the TV, computer and video
games while busy families are spending less
time making nutritious and healthy meals.

People who are overweight or obese (hav-
ing a body mass index, or BMI, of 30 or more),
are at a higher risk for premature death, type
2 diabetes, hypertension, dyslipidemia, car-
diovascular disease, stroke, gall bladder dis-
ease, respiratory dysfunction, gout and cer-
tain kinds of cancers. To combat obesity, or
to focus on being healthier, start by looking
at the food pyramid. The United States De-
partment of Agriculture provides information
on the different food groups and amounts
adults should consume.

By visiting www.MyPyramid.gov, you
can receive information specific for your age
and gender while also learning how to find
the balance between food and physical ac-
tivity to keep the pounds off. Having a nice,

big slice of cake won’t ruin your health to-
day, but learning good habits about staying
healthy year round can make a difference to
your life. Small changes, such as eating cel-
ery and dip instead of chips and dip, or going
on a 30 minute walk after dinner, can set in
motion a pattern that can add years to your
life.

Work on setting a good example for chil-
dren so they can grow up to be strong and
healthy as well. If you need some help get-
ting started, check out the classes that are
being offered at Naval Hospital Corpus
Christi through the Wellness Center. They
are dedicated to helping you understand why
fad diets don’t work and helping you find
one that you can use for the rest of your life.
Give thema call at 961-3914 and sign up for a
class that will help you loose weight, live
healthier, and maintain your new lifestyle.

Celebrate National Nutrition Month®
and start making healthy and positive
changes today! For more information on food
and nutrition, you can also visit the sponsor
of National Nutrition Month®, the American
Dietetic Association, www.eatright.org.
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Sendlng Hope

FEED THE
CHILDREN

a CFC participant

To Our Troops!

As an outgrowth of our vital work
helping feed American military fam-
ilies while their loved ones serve in
Iraq, this summer Feed The Children
delivered special Care Boxes to
American troops in Iraq. These big
Care Boxes contained over $150
worth of personal hygiene items,
healthy snacks, sunglasses, music
and reading material, plus other
encouraging items.

The effort was just another way
Feed The Children and Americans
from coast to coast helped show their
thanks and support to our brave
troops so far from home. Just as we
deliver good food and real hope to
families like theirs each and every
day!

Feed The Children
P.O. Box 36, Oklahoma City,
OK 73101 < 1-800-627-4556

www.feedthechildren.org

Provided as a public service

the Air Force
Reserve. The
opportunities
are endless.”

ORDINARY PEOPLE DOING THE EXTRAORDINARY

SSgt. Henry Ford
Charleston AFB
38th Aerial Port Squadron

‘I haven’t
stopped
~ smiling
STNCP I joined

\ 72
\/AIR FORCE RESERVE

800-237-8279 * AFReserve.com/prior

Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE

Base Catholic Chapel
Sunday Mass - 8:30 a.m.
Daily Mass:

Monday - Friday — 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday — 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel

Protestant Worship Service:

Sunday - 10 a.m.

Sunday Bible Study — 8:45 a.m.

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.

(with dinner to follow)

For further information call

Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas
(7341 McArdle Rd.)

Jumah Service — 1:30 p.m.

For other worship service times,
call 992-8550
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Many updates offered in this spacious ranch
home. Large covered patio overlooks large
back yard. New fence and storage building.
Spacious tiled den, storm shutters, huge stor-
age room off garage. Water softener. 3/1.5/2.
1 block from Browne mid. school. $123,900.

(361) 991-3145 or (361) 442-3436 (Cell)

www.victoriaprince.com

5242 Holly Rd ¢ Corpus Christi, TX 78411 » (361) 994-9393

5733 Kerry Drive

Victoria Prince (Veteran)
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1700 Wildcat, Ste.#C
Portland, Tx 78374
361-643-8243

%
gf /& Humpal Physical Therapy

& Sports Medicine Centers

www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

 Comprehensive Physical Therapy Outpatient Treatment
* Provider for Champus, ChampVA, and TRICARE

* Aquatic Therapy in Large Indoor Pools

* Free Injury Screening

2150 W. Wheeler
Aransas Pass, Tx 78336
361-758-5199

5026 Deepwood Cir
Corpus Christi, Tx 78415
361-854-2278

(also located in Calallen and Alice)
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EST. 1949

I-IOWARD’S

BAR-B-Q

New Hours - 11 am - 3 pm

Monday - Saturday

“Best Dang Bar-B-0Q In Texas!”

Buy 1 Plate, Get Second
Plate Half Off*

Must present coupon at time of order.

*Restrictions Apply

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND

ALSO VISIT US AT:

WHATABURGER FIELD
A

The Pet Nanny

PetSittingin Your Home
Caring for Pets since 1997
855-PETS (7387)

cmmutt70@aol.com

Insureci and Bonded for
Your Peace of Mind

Pets Stay in Their Own Environment
Services such as mail pickup,

plants watered, etc.
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Del Mar College
Transportation
Training Services

(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd.
& Airport Rd.
Earn your Class A (DL
in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks
M-F 7am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher
courses also available.

v/ Tuition reimbursement
from sponsored
companies
v/ Military tuition
assistance available
v Government Grants
v Job placement
assistance

Call Now To Register
(361) 698-2707

www.delmar.edu/trucking

Ask about our

new Bus Program

9842 S.P.LD.
937-6618

¢ Soft Shell Crabs e« Live Crabs

e Stone Crab Claws ¢ Crab Meat

* Stuffed Jalapenos e Crab Fingers

¢ Deviled Crabs e Stuffed Flounder

Fresh Fish, Oysters & Scallops

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm * Sun 11am-6pm

v Now Open ¥

Chiquillas Tacos

241 Anchor
[behind Stripes on NAS]
Mon-Fri

6am - 2pm
BreakfastTacos
Served All Da

288-5415

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR RENT ON THE ISLAND

NEW, 2.2, 5/2 TWIN MASTER BEDROOM
TOWN HOMES. HUGE LAGOON STYLE
POOL, GOURMET KITCHEN, GRANITE
COUNTERS, SS APPL, W/D,REFRIG. AND
MORE. $1400. CALL 765-5337.

FOR SALE: BDUS 4 PR. MED. SHORT (NEW),
6 PR. SMALL REG. (ALMOST NEW) $25.00
EA. 1 PR. ARMY COMBAT BOOTS 9R (NEW)
$25.00. CALL (210) 687-3980.

2004 Porsche Boxster convertible 21,000
miles black on black tip teronic transmission
18"wheels garage kept MINT 37,500 OBO
(361)563-9765 or spurs.1960@yahoo.com

FOR SALE: 1997 Ford Mustang GT Convert-
ible, 5spd, Loaded, 90K. $6500. (619) 395-
3300.

FOR SALE: 3br; 2.5 bath; study; dining room;
large, open kitchen; breakfast bar and break-
fast area; 3-car garage; covered patio; 2090
sqgft; 1.1 acres; built in 2004. Gas fireplace,
stovetop, and water heater. Hurricane Shut-
ters. Landscaping. 10 minutes from base.
$269,900. Call Mary Beth Delano at Remax:
(361) 688-7262.

FOR SALE: 2002 Nissan Maxima GLE,
Burgundy, Tinted windows, sunroof, Bose
stereo, Leather. 83K. 100K mile warranty,
roadside assistance. 262 HP. $12500 OBO.
361-658-7248.

HOME FOR SALE: best buy on water.. 3+Bed/2
bath completely remodeled 2006 from roof
to tile floors. Corian kitchen all new cabinets
bath too ac new..Dock (254-541-3974).

FOR SALE: 1998 Saturn SL2, Silver,
4DR,148,000 miles, Great Condtion, 36
MPG, $2990 OBO, Call Pete at 715-523-
1754,

FOR SALE: 1997 Ford Mustang GT, forest
green w/ tan int., fully loaded, leather, auto,
AM/FM, A/C, 130K, Custom high perfor-
mance wheels, great condition. $4000 Call
Mike 361-961-5371.

FOR SALE: 2004 Yamaha YZF-R1, Blue and
White, very fast, good condition 6845 miles,
$7500.00 OBO. Call Chad 850-232-8834.

1999 Ford Ranger, Green, Bedlid, 5-speed
Automatic, 2WD to 4WD, AM/FM/CD/TAPE,
Supercab w/4 doors, A/C, Power windows
mirrors locks, 66000 miles, $10950, Call Ra-
chel 361-939-8774

FOR SALE: Recumbent Exercise Bike, Folds to
Weight Bench, Includes Hand Weights, Has
weight rack in base, $150. Computer Hutch,
Adjustable Shelves, Doors on bottom, $50.
Weber Performer 2005 Kettle Girill, Blue, Ex-
tra Tabletop, Push-start propane lighting,
Moveable Charcoal baskets, thermometer
in lid., $175. 361-939-8774.

HOW TO PLACE

A CLASSIFIED AD

Free classified ad in Wingspan for all Military and
DoD Personnel (non-commercial ads only) submit
via e-mail to: wingspannewspaper @yahoo.com or fax
to 361-884-9019. No phone calls for free ads please.
Please restrict free ads to 25 words or less.

Paid Classified Ads - 50¢ per word - with a 24 word
minimum. Please call D.J. Young Publishing at 361-
814-0866 with credit card information. Paid ads may

be e-mailed to: wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com.
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Military of the Year and Military of the Quarter gather for
luncheon honoring their achievements

by Anne Booher, Editor

On Feb. 15, recipients of the Military
of the Quarter and Military of the Year
awards gathered in the Bay Club for a lun-
cheon and presentation. Command Master
Chief Michael Cisneros served as the Mas-
ter of Ceremonies and introduced the panel
of sponsors and their representatives:
Embry Riddle University, represented by
Mrs. Jessica Parra and Toni Cox; ECPI Col-
lege of Technology, represented by Mr.
Robert Morrison; United Servicemen’s Or-
ganization, represented by Mrs. Emma
Pineda; Navy League of the U.S., repre-
sented by Mr. Richard Marcantonio; and
the Fleet Reserve Association, represented
by Mr. Don Larson. Sponsors provide
scholarship opportunities, helpful informa-
tion to the award recipients and also help
fund the cost of certificates and the event
itself.

After the presentation of sponsors,
Chaplain Tim Gault led the group in an in-
vocation, followed by CMC Cisneros intro-
ducing the guest speaker, CMDCM
Abraham Jackson from HM-15.

CMDCM Jackson, in addition to a long
list of accolades and achievements, was the
first E6 to qualify and stand as Diving Of-
ficer of the Watch, a position usually re-
served for senior enlisted personnel or of-
ficers and thus, a significant achievement
for an E6. CMDCM Jackson began by
thanking the commanding officers and fami-
lies of the award recipients for their ongo-

ing support and encouragement that
brought them where they are. He then sug-
gested one of the most crucial lessons a
military service member should learn, which
is knowing what’s most important to your
supervisor and organization. “Understand
and respect the core values and traditions
of your organization,” says Jackson. “Most
of those rules and traditions are there be-
cause someone died doing it the wrong
way.” Jackson also encouraged the award
recipients to determine the biggest, most
essential issues for themselves and then,
live their lives by those standards. “Set
goals for yourself and don’t be ashamed of
them. If your goals change, then don’t be
afraid to change them, either,” says Jack-
son.

Following the speaker, the award re-
cipients were recognized individually at the
front of the ballroom by the sponsors and
also received a photo op with CMDCM
Jackson. Some of the recipients could not
be present because they are currently de-
ployed. In their absence, the awards were
received by either a friend or Master Chief
within their squadron.

The Military of the Year and Quarter
awards are selected by a board review from
each command as the best overall candi-
date, with superlative conduct, grades, lead-
ership and significant achievements. Those
chosen as Military of the Quarter are auto-
matically nominated for Military of the Year.
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been helping Coastal Bend
kids grow up healthy.

That’s a lot of fevers, skinned knees and things stuck up
noses. You learn a thing or two about how to help a child in
50 plus years of healthcare. That’s why three generations of
parents and children have let us be part of their families. It’s a
record we’re proud of and it’s experience you can count on.

www.thechildrensclinic.com e Since 1952
SOUTHSIDE ALAMEDA BAY AREA CALALLEN PORTLAND
992-6458 855-7346 985-1418 241-9541 643-2518
5945 Saratoga 3435 S. Alameda 7121 SPID 13725 NW Blvd 1929 W. Hwy 181
Across from Next to In the Bay Area  Across from In the
Spohn Hospital ~ Driscoll Children’s  Medical Office Calallen High Crescent Center
South Hospital Building School Building

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla es-
parol. We take all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and
Eetna, and a Medicaid Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

Wl

CMDCM Abraham Jackson (left) served as the guest speaker and Command
Master Chief Michael Cisneros presided as Master of Ceremonies. (Photo

by

Richard Stewart)

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A

Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102

Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
19

Keep the 5/04;%/5 n
Your Smile!

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

Tooth-colored fillings

Tooth whitening

Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards

Root canals

For our dental phobics we offer:

+ Nitrous oxide gas

* Conscious sedation (pills)

All the comforts of home including:
+ Blankets and pillows

¢ Walkmans

* Warm towels Non-surgical gum therapy

Now accepting:
MetLife ¢ United Concordia
CompBenefits ¢« GEHA
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Put Your
Service Smarts -
Toward A s

College
Degree

Let the College-Level Examination
Program® (CLEP®) help you forge ahead
on your path to a college degree: FJ

e Shorten the time it takes to earn your degree /
e Earn full-time credit as a part-time student
e Skip introductory courses

Active-Duty Service Members: For more information,
contact your base Educational Services Officer or Navy
College Education Specialist.

Veterans: Visit our Web site for more information and to
find a test center: www.collegeboard.com/clepveterans

Girls and Boys Town
National Hotline

I,.e‘

Connecting with children
and parents in trouble

u 1
|
through a toll-free crisis,

Call With Any Problem, Any Time ~ S5

1-800-448-3000

r--------------
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Relay For Life invites NAS
Corpus Christi to sign up teams

by the American Cancer Society

On April 20, the Flour Bluff, NAS and Pa-
dre Island Unit of the American Cancer Society
will host the annual Relay for Life event at Hor-
net Stadium from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. They invite
you to join in the fight against cancer by be-
coming a team in Relay for Life. Last year, NAS
Corpus Christi contributed 12 teams of people
from all over NAS Corpus Christi, including
CNATRA, Coast Guard, Naval Hospital, CCAD,
COMINWARCOM, and the Navy Exchange.
This year, they are aiming for 15 teams.

Relay For Life is a unique community event
that brings together teams of families, civic
groups, co-workers, church groups, schools
and neighbors to celebrate with those who have
conquered cancer and remember those who
have lost their lives to it. As in any relay, the
teams walk continuously throughout the
evening and some even throughout the night.
Though the emphasis is finding a cure for can-
cer, a community bonding takes place. Team
members camp out, enjoy food and live enter-
tainment, and join in games and general cama-
raderie together. During an uplifting candlelight

ceremony, they experience love and remem-
brance with others whose lives have been af-
fected by cancer.

This year, Relay For Life expects over 50
teams to participate, with 10-15 people on each
team. Team members are required to raise $100
each before the Relay. The American Cancer
Society receives 100% of all team donations to
use in their research, public education, and pa-
tient services programs.

With great advances in cancer research and
treatment, never has the work of the American
Cancer Society been so important. Their goal is
to prevent cancer, save lives, and reduce the
suffering of those who are affected. Relay For
Life is a way for an entire community to join
together and take up the fight.

If you are interested in joining a team or
creating one, contact Lucia Lewis, the NAS
Corpus Christi Team Recruiter, at 961-6076. Team
registration packets are also available in the Base
Public Affairs Office (Building 2) with Anne
Booher at 961-3420.
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Team “Shipwrecked for Survival” reprsented the Wellness Center at Naval
Hospital Corpus Christi. From left to right, Lisa Parker, Angeles Ramirez,
Pat Gauna, and breast cancer survivor Vinnie Mathias. (Photo courtesy of
FB/NASCC/PI American Cancer Society)

Chaplain continued from page 2

neighborhood,” he is in trouble.

A mother whale once warned her son,
“Remember, it’s when you go to the top and
start blowing that you get harpooned.”

We have to work on ourselves to strip
ourselves of pride. Self-conquest is not easy.

The lowly, humble place has no natural at-
traction for us. Here is where we test our trust
in God. He repeatedly assures us that every-
one who exalts himself will be humbled and
that he who humbles himself will be exalted.

Daylight-saving time starts
March 11th!
Set your clocks forward one hour.
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GROUP FITNESS CLASSES

The Battle of the Stars is raging!
New classes with new instructors are
now available. Only the classes with
the best attendance will remain after
March. Your attendance will be a vote
for your favorite “Aerobic Star” and
class. Dance classes, step, cycle,
weight-lifting, Pilates, and yoga are
only a few of the choices.

RUNNING OF THE GREEN

St. Patrick’s Day 5k Race will be
held on Saturday Mar. 17 at 8 a.m.
with check-in time at 7:30 am. Wear
green and drink green Gatorade. Race
starts at Sunfish Beach.

ORAC

Sailing and windsurfing classes are
now forming for April, May and June.
Classes are ﬁeld every other weekend
and are $25.00 per person for Satur-
day and Sunday. Individuals and
groups are welcome.

March Special:

Fishing Kayak Package

1. Specially designed Kayak for
fishing the flats.

2. Fishing pole

3. Bait bucket

4. Net

Reserve yours today (2 available)
for only $20.00 a day.

Contact ORAC at 961-1293 or e-
mail at monte.reitz@navy.mil

Piano
Lessons
992-6517

With
Mrs. Ronnie
Gerberich

National Music Teachers Assoc.

University of Rochester BA

Pre-school to Adult
Beginners thru Advanced
Country Club

Staples/Saratoga/Everhart

E-Street Gym

Captain’s Cup Golf
Deadline: April 20th
Event Date: May-August

Tennis Doubles Tournament

Deadline: May 10th

Event Date: May-June
240(130ntact the E-Street Gym at 961-

Clarice’s Creations

Stop by Clarice’s Creations, the
NAS Ceramic Shop, and learn the art
of ceramics. Clarice’s Creations has
over 6,000 molds available, green
ware, bisque, paints and brushes.

For more information, please call
961-2459.

Child Development Home
Program

The Child Development Home
Program is looking for a few good
homes to add to the long list of homes
offering quality child care to the mili-
tary and civilians of NASCC and NS
Ingleside. Navy CDH certification is
rec(]luired to become a Navy CDH pro-
vider. Certification is processed
through MWR CDH office and in-
cludes health screening, training , home
inspections and background checks.

For more information, on becom-
ing a certified Navy Child Development
Provider or to set up an appointment,
;1)11e6a6se call the CDH office at 961-

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
IN THE
WINGSPAN
MILITARY

NEWSPAPER
CALL
(361) 814-0866

City

of Corpus Christi
Animal Care

Services

Adminstration 361-882-6082
after 5 pm emergency
only 361-886-2600
Barking Dogs 361-886-2600
Bites and Attacks 911

Attention ALL Military Personnel

Are you looking for a new or
pre-owned vehicle? Call retired
MA1 Thomas (Bill) at Champion
Chevrolet/Cadillac.
361-694-2100 or at his

direct line 361-249-5934 for
details about special pricing.

Military personnel must bhring this AD
to qualify for special pricing and/or
rehate. Rehates apply to new vehicles
ONLY and special pricing will apply to
all vehicles new and
pre-owned. Call TODAY!

Ch amPIOI'IO 6650 South Padre Island Drive ¢ At The AutoMall « Between Airline & Nile @

Chevrolet, Cadillac & 1-866-242-2709

PODEMOS AYUDARLE EN ESPANOL STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 * SAT 9-6 * SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 * SAT 8-1 N

10,000 VEHICLES. 22 BRANDS. 1 CLICK. IS

From Sales To Service, Nobody Beats a Champion .

Gerald G. Villarreal

Attorney at Law
CCAD Employee 1991-2001

Personal Injury Criminal Law
Auto Accidents * Divorce
DWI « Wills and Probate

[mmigration

4531 Ayers, Suite 402
Corpus Christi, Texas

(361) 881-8509

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Family Dentistry

In Flour Bluif

Dr. G.5. Fossum, D.D.S. P.C.

Children and Adulis

937-5555
9301 8.P.1.D.

Tri-Care Provider

Hours By Appointment
Monday thru Friday
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Gome visit any one of these three popular

communities professionally managed by
ARl and you will feel right at home!

Don't Forget to Ask About Specials!

| M k Sunchase Apartments
5445 South Alameda
s a e (361) 991-7720
FREE extended basic cable,
neal... water and gas
Windrush Apartments
Woodbury Place 4322 Kostoryz
Apartments (361) 854-9951
802 Barry St. *ALL BILLS PAID
(361) 853-2161

*electric, water, trash and free :

FREE electric, trash and cable extended basic cable

uuuuuuuuuuuu
OPPORTUNITY

CHARLES C. SMiTH

Attorney at Law
Former Judge Advocate US Navy

Personal Injury

Car Accidents

Divorce

Bankruptcy 7 - 13

Child Custody

Merit System Protection Board
Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510

(361) 883-1055
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

MWR News and Events

by Laurie Garcia, NAS MWR

Gulf Winds Golf Course will host
a St. Patty’s Day special for 50% off
18 hole carts!

Aquatic News: Lifeguard registra-
tion begins Mar. 1 at E-Street Gym or
Bayside Pool. Lifeguards training dates
and times: (subject to change)

March 31 12-6 pm

April 7-8 12-6 pm

April 14-15 12-6 pm

For more information, call Earl
Olsen at 961-3260.

Lighthouse Lanes: St. Patrick’s
Day Tournament-Mar. 17 at 7 p.m.
No Tap Tournament-Mar. 24 at 7 p.m.

Gonzalez Liberty Center

The GLC is now equipped with
WIFI.

X Box Tournament: Come to the
Halo 2 tournament on Mar. 10 at 2
p.m., hosted by the GLC and Game
Crazy. Free food and prizes. Sign up
at the GLC by Mar. 5.

San Antonio River Walk Evening
Out: Enjoy and evening along the sce-
nic San Antonio River walk d%lring the
evening hours on Mar. 17. We will be
leaving the Liberty Center at 5 pm Sat-
urday and will return before the sun
gomes up! Sign up at the GLC by Mar.

Poker Tournament: On Mar. 21,
join us for some high stakes action as
the GLC hosts a poker tournament.
Tournament starts at 6 p.m. Sign up
by Mar. 14.

Navy Motion Picture Service “
New Releases”: Babel; Bobby; Ca-
sino Royale; Charlotte’s Webb; déja
vu; For Your Consideration; Happy
Feet; Her Minor Thing; Let’s Go to
Prison; Night at the Museum; Rocky
Balboa; Tl%e Fountain; the Holiday;
"2fhe Pursuit of Happiness; The Grudge

Contact the GLC at 961-6405.
MWR

MWR needs Private Organizations
to help with the concessions at the
2007 Air Show scheduled for Apr. 14
through 15. Contact Monica
Zamorano at 961-2655 for more in-
formation.

Fitness Express

NEW PERSONAL TRAINING
STAFF

Fitness Express welcomes Jessica
Combs to our fitness staff. She is an
experienced trainer and has 2 degrees
in health/physical education and kine-
siology.

* Divorce & Separation

¢ Child Custody & Support
* Adoption/ Guardianship
* Paternity Cases * DWI
* Wills & Probate

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas

Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)
LSelected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas MonthlyJ

\
WiLLiam A. THavu III, P.C.
“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

* Military Law
* Auto Accidents
* Personal Injury

¢ Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., SUITE A-101 « CORPUS CHRISTI
g (361) 937-5513 « Toll Free 1-877-888-1369 —

VISA

Minictrice. . .
Media, Benevolence, Mugic,
Children and Youth

- Young Women of Excellence
Nureing Home
Outreach

Cudoce . B, S sl
Wonskip Opponbuitios: J

Sundoy Schoel: 9:30a.m.
< Wowhib: 11:00 a.wt.

YPWW: 1:00p.ut- -
Fuewing wml.upz. 3;‘?:::‘% (Weduesday) + 2913 ROGERS STREET T
Bible Study/ Pastoret Tu 00 www (ot & 3ud Sat.) CORPUS CHRISTI, TExas 78405
Whid-Doy Proyer: T

Cgou e Welcome to Wo’zs/lip With Us!

* 4 SWIMMING POOLS

+ COVERED PARKING

+ JACUZZI - FIREPLACES

+ BASKETBALL COURT

+ WASHER-DRYER CONNECTIONS

Active Military Discounts Include:
No deposits *+ No application fee.

= 993-1030

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

1515 Ennis Joslin

Culture shock for a Naval officer in Iraq

by Bob Torres, PAO

It’suncommon for an Ensign
tobe assigned to a “General Staff,”
dealing with flag grade officers at
any time during his or her career.
Ensign Clyde “Tre” Le Gaux, I1I,
from Training Wing Four did just
that when he deployed to Iraq in
February 2006.

Le Gaux is not your typical
O-1. He served more than two
years in the Army, from his home-
town in Sacramento, CA before
receiving a lateral-service trans-

s

fertothe Navyin 1996. Whenhe [ t, Gen. Peter Chiarelli, Commander Multinational

received orders, he didn’t back
away.

“From what you see in the
news and things like that, when Pphoto)
we landed in Baghdad, International Airport, I ex-
pected to see bombs going off everywhere and
constant gunfire,” Le Gaux recalled. “It wasn’t quite
like that. The whole time [ was at Camp Victory, six
months, we had four mortar rounds come in. I wasn’t
even there when it happened. I was in Haditha.”

“I went over there and had no idea what I’d
be doing,” said Le Gaux. ““I figured I’d be working
with the general staff as an Admin officer, review-
ing orders, spell-checking and things like that. Then,
I was approached by an Army colonel who asked
me if T wanted to go the Syrian border to help the
JAG officers on investigations.”

“Less than 24 hours later, | was on a Blackhawk

Corps Iraq, presents Lt. j.g. Clyde “Tre” Le Gaux, III
(right) with the Meritorious Service Medal. (US Army

headed to Haditha,” he continued.

“When I got there, I met up with an investi-
gating officer. I would be assisting a JAG officer,
basically as an Admin officer. I worked directly for
Army Maj. David Mendelson and the Investigat-
ing Officer was Col. Gregory Watt. There was also
atwo-star and three-star general at Camp Victory
and the Green Zone. When we got to Haditha, we
wound up going to the firm’s base and talking to
the company commanders. Then we talked to the
locals and saw the different places and houses
where events had happened.”

Le Gaux continued on page 10

CBP P-3 Operations Center recieves prestigious award

by Juan Muiioz-Torres, CBP Public Affairs

On Feb. 22, the Office of the US Interdiction
Coordinator (USIC) Awards Committee presented
the US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) P-3
Operation Center in Corpus Christi with top hon-
ors in the “Superior Performance in Fixed-wing
Aviation Support” and “Golden Eagle Award” cat-
egories. USIC Awards recognize top-performing
units and organization that have shown excep-
tional innovation, tactics, aggressiveness, and re-
sults in the war against illegal drug trade.

The superior performance recognition for
aviation support was awarded to the Corpus Christi
CBP P-3 Operations Center after the aircrews from
the facility contributed to the seizure of over 84,330
pounds of illegal drugs — with an estimated street
value of $3 billion —during the 2005 calendar year.
The Golden Eagle Award was presented to a spe-
cific aircrew from the facility after an operation on
August 14,2005 resulted in the seizure of 2.8 metric
tons of cocaine — with a street value of about $220
million.

CBP aircraft aircrews from Corpus Christi flew
over 5,130 hours on counter-drug operations dur-

ing the year, often sight unseen, providing con-
stant aerial surveillance and coordinating reports
to marine assets on the water, which are critical to
the tracking, interdiction, and confiscation of'ille-
gal drugs, drug traffickers, and their assets. During
the same period of time, the P-3 Operation Center
in Corpus Christi flew over 90 missions for FEMA
during Hurricane Katrina and Ritarecovery efforts.

“What makes the P-3 operation centers so
successful is that the people doing the mission,
from the support teams to the aircrews, are diligent
in tracking down bad people wanting to do bad
things to our citizens and to our country,” said the
Director of Air Operations for the P-3 Operations
Center in Corpus Christi, Kenneth Knight.

The mission of CBP Air and Marine is to pro-
tect the American people and critical infrastructure
by using an integrated and coordinated force to
detect, interdict and prevent acts of terrorism aris-
ing fromunlawful movement of people, illegal drugs,
and other contraband moving toward or crossing
the borders of the United States. CBP Air and
Marine is the largest law enforcement air force in
the world. For more information, visit www.cbp.gov.

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY ROPKO INC.
Visit us at www.Ropko.com to view our floor plans

Members of the CBP P-3 Operations Center Corpus Christi receive USIC
coins and CBP pins in recognition of unit excellence. (Photo courtesy of CBP)

Group One Real Estate

(361) 9919111 » Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart © Corpus Christi 78411

Serving NASCC since 1967...

Properties for Lease
Some offering military discounts

7002 Madiera 4/2.5/1..................51600
6326 Grandvillilers 5/4.5/3.......... 3900
6210 Westminister 3/2/2............... 5995
401 Claremore 5/3.5/1.................52400
218 Glendale 3/2/12........................ 5850
8201 Baylark 4/2/1........................ 5985
2414-B Capitan 2/2.5....................... ST50
5721 Crestmore 2/2.5..................... 5650
3938 Surfside #1322 1/1............... 5600

Homes for Sale

Visit www.grouponecc.com
(search all properties)

PBeoing velocated? Doy excellent sewice,
bt us putt yow in Touch wilth one of ows

" Yeading Real Estate Companies of
the Wortd” in your new localion.
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GUN S

Flour Bluff Mini Mall

9605 SPID at Flour Bluff Drive

Saturday 9 am - 6 pm
Sunday 10 am - 5 pm

March 10 & 11

Adults: *5.00

Kids 12 & Under FREE!

* FREE PARKING %
* AMMO *
% Firearms Of All Types %
* Militaria *
% Buy % Sell x Trade %

or call 979 247-2895

Persons under 18 must be accompanied by a parent
Info: www.realgunshow.com

e
%“dn' e

* A 60 SH Associate Degree Program

* Up to 40 SH Credit for Military Experience
* Convenient 8-week Internet Based Terms

* Only 18 SH of General Education Courses

“Coastline Community College

Your Parmer in Military Education

‘f Rating Related and MOS Associate Degrees

Through Distance Education

* Only 12 SH Residency Required (4 Internet Courses)
* 20 Rate or MOS Degree Options
* 100% Tuition Assistance Available
* Free Evaluation-Just show us your SMART
Next term begins April 2,2007. Last date to register is March 14,2007
For additional information and for a visiting schedule, contact Local
Representative Nancy Bulges: coastlinecctx@yahoo.com Phone: (361) 244-1522
Office hours also at NAS Corpus Christi and NAS Kingsville
Navy College Office Military Web Site: http://military.coastline.edu

702930

ILou ve taken our courses through NCPACE, Now complete your Coastline degree ONLINE!

Jessica's Journeys Online
...Book Your Travel with Us!!

Jessica E. Plichta
Referring Travel Agent

Competitive Prices!

443-310-2536
contactme@jessicasjourneysonline.com
www.jessicasjourneysonline.com
www.jessicasjourneysgolf.com

CCAD holds Broken Wing
ceremony for test pilots

by Jamey Giddens, CCAD PAO

On Feb. 6, Corpus Christi Army Depot
honored two of its test pilots with the Army
Combat Readiness Center’s Broken Wing
Award at CCAD Hangar 44. The awards
were presented in recognition of the test
pilots’ safe landing of an aircraft during a
recent in-flight emergency. CW3 Marc
Latimer and CW4 James Turner, test pilots
with CCAD’s Directorate of Quality Assur-
ance Aviation Division, were presented the
award for the heroic efforts they displayed
during an acceptance test flight on a UH-
60 Black Hawk aircraft this past Oct. 11,
2006.

While conducting maximum power
checks on the aircraft’s engines at 6,000
feet, the pilots detected hydromechanical
unit failure. All engine instruments stopped
functioning properly, causing the pilots to
begin looking for a landing area. CW3
Latimer and CW4 Turner shut the engines
down and started a “power off” descent.

By manipulating engine controls, the

CW4 Turner (left) and CW3 Latlmer receive the Broken WlngAward from

CCAD pilots were able to maintain proper
rotor RPM to keep the aircraft in the air,
maintaining control as the aircraft de-
scended throughout the clouds without
power. By swapping engines, moving con-
trols and using every known emergency
procedure, they tried to recover power to
at least one engine prior to landing. As they
came out of the clouds, they made a sharp
right turn to land oat the San Jose Island
air strip. While CW3 Latimer continued to
guide the aircraft to the strip, CW4 Turner
managed to regain partial power to the en-
gines. A short distance to the strip, they
both noticed a truck parked in the middle
of the runway. CW4 Turner worked to get
power back to the aircraft as CW3 Latimer
made a high speed run to their only safe
landing spot. Both pilots successfully
worked to slow the aircraft and maneuver it
away from the truck. Upon landing, the crew
and aircraft were recovered by CCAD be-
fore darkness fell.

Deputy to the Commanding General of AMCOM, Dr. Richard Ameos. (Photo

by LI2 Paul Hewitt)

Mineman honored, then bids farewell

by Ed Mickley, Naval Mine and ASW PAO

Mineman 15 Class (SW) Samuel
Dorbandt was recognized as Mineman of
the Year and awarded the Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement Medal Jan. 26, just prior
to being transferred due to the USS
PELICAN’s (MHC 53) decommissioning.

Each year throughout the Mine War-
fare community, countless minemen’s
names are submitted, accompanied by a
detailed work history and accomplishments,
to compete for the title to be the best. Cho-
sen for exemplary dedication to duty, field

expertise and professionalism, Mineman of
the Year is a well-deserved honor for the
recipient.

MN1 Dorbandt was also awarded the
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement
Medal for his dedication and service to
CREW LOYALTY and the PELICAN.

Family, friends and shipmates were
present to congratulate Dorbandt and wish
him fair winds and following seas. His
transfer to another Mine Warfare Crew is
the first of many as CREW LOYALTY and

PELICAN approach
their decommission-
ing slated for March
.* 16, 2007. Dorbandt
was presented with a
historic photo of the
- | USS PELICAN and a
| ship’s coin by CREW
LOYALTY’s Com-
manding Officer, Lt.
Cmdr. James Storm.
“Days like these
are the very reason I
wanted to become a
Commanding Officer,”
stated Storm. “These
sailors work in tough
conditions and always

Lt. Cmdr. James Storm (left) presents Mineman 1* Class come out on top.”
(SW) Samuel Dorbandt with the Mineman of the Year

award. (Photo by PELICAN Crew)
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g We Cater To
Cowards
With Bad

Breath and

Crooked Teeth

¢ Gentle Family Dentistry

¢ Financial Arrangements

¢ Delta Dental & United Concordia
* Medicaid Accepted

¢ Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
------------

¢

ORTHODONTIC |
EVALUATION } EXAM &
FREE
. own Payment $ 00
. S?8:3).00 P; lil/lonth WIT1H c?UPON

TOOTH
WHITENING

$1 9900

WITH COUPON

|
]

Pleasing You Is Our Primary Concern

Evening and Saturday
appointments available

SUNIRISIE [VIALL
EAMILYEDENTATGENTER
9945GUMSI(@861))

Dr. Scott Barton

Del Mar College
Transportation
Training Services

(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd.
& Airport Rd.
Earn your Class A (DL
in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks
M-F 7am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher
courses also available.

v Tuition reimbursement
from sponsored
companies
v'Military tuition
assistance available
v Government Grants
v/ Job placement
assistance

Call Now To Register
(361) 698-2707

www.delmar.edu/trucking

Ask about our

new Bus Program

- _-'--,
.
EEmrm———

-

r

JUANITO'S
1.4 DUENA

MALL

Airline at S. Padre Island Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas
(361) 993-2900

SEARS ¢ BURLINGTON COAT FACTORY e STEIN MART
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Dramatically Improve
Your Smile with the "Super Smile"
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

Quality Treatment with

* Reasonable Fees

* Free Initial Exam

* No Down Payment

* Low Monthly Fees

Less Treatment Time

Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology
with Fixed or Invisible Braces
to Shorten Treatment Time and
Achieve the Best Possible
"Super Smile" with Minimal
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Neighborhood Offices:
* Corpus Christi

* Kingsville

* Portland

* Rockport

* 5 Points

Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist
(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples * Corpus Christi

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

-

&

N\
KENNEDY

DENTAL CARE

ORTHODONTICS:

Robert B. H r. Jr, DLDLS.

 Providing Orthodontics -
for both adults and children.

Pediatric Dentistry & Orthodontics

Caring Individuals Dedicated to
Your Family’s Good Health.

6200 Saratoga 3435 S. Alameda #A
Corpus Christi, TX 78414 Corpus Christi, TX 78414
992-9500 * 993-6600 853-0381
1-866-992-9500 1-866-769-1205

www.paulkennedydds.com

Captain continued from page 2

Speaking of history, February was
Black History Month and we’ve had a
couple of lunch meetings here on base to
honor those who have served and are cur-
rently serving. There are many African-
American members in the military who have
served honorably. Many of these men and
women have made the ultimate sacrifice for
our Country. All of them have made a dif-
ference and are considered heroes!

Take Master Chief Boatswain’s Mate
Carl M. Brashear, an African-American diver
from which the movie “Men of Honor” was
made starring Cuba Gooding, Jr., who por-
trayed Brashear. Regarding his accident in
1966 when Brashear lost his leg, he said,
“Just as I started to leave, the boat pulled
on the pipe that had the mooring line tied
to it. That pipe came loose, flew across the
deck, and it struck my leg below the knee.
They said that I was up in the air just turn-
ing flips. I landed about two feet inside of
that freeboard. They said if I’d been two
feet further, I’d have gone over the side. |
jumped up and started to run and fell over.
That’s when I knew how bad my leg was.”

The Corpsmen on the ship emplaced
two tourniquets to try to quell the blood
pumping out of his leg. Later, it was ampu-

tated, but they had to go at it again and re-
amputate higher to ensure they removed
all the gangrene. I’ve heard that after he
received a prosthetic leg, when he’d go run-
ning, blood would trickle down, welling from
his amputation. But Brashear didn’t tell
people about that. He’d soak his amputated
leg in brine water to suppress the bleeding.

BMCM Brashear wouldn’t quit. When
the Tribunal forced him to show that he
was physically able to perform the rigors
as a Navy diver, through mostly a force of
will alone, he completed the assigned task.
The Navy awarded him the title of “Master
Diver.”

There are so many stories of African-
American service members and what
they’ve contributed to our Nation and to
our military that many books could, and
should, be written about them. The point
here is that there are many people who have
served and are legitimate heroes but are
rarely acknowledged. Take the time to study
our history, and then you judge who de-
serves to be called a hero. We have our
share walking the same sidewalks in our
town, here today.

See ya on the beach!

Le Gaux continued from page 5

Most of what was being investigated was
the damage caused by incoming rounds, damages
to homes, that kind of thing. Because it was pretty
large place, part of the daily routine was getting
clean.

“The heads and showers were like a mile walk
to getthere,” Le Gaux recalled with a smile. “Then
you had to go up 10 flights of stairs, things like
that. Once everything was ready we’d get into the
convoy—we would convoy to and from Firm Base
Kilo Co., with about six or seven vehicles.  had a
9mm pistol. It was enough to duck and get out of
the way,” he laughed. “I was surprised I wasn’t
issued an M-16.”

“Downtown Haditha was like an urban strip
mall looking area,” he said. “We’d go to the firm
base, and interview people that were there that
day. They were mainly military, but we did talk to
some of the relatives of the people who were killed
to get an idea of what they knew, versus what we
were being told. At one point we talked to the
coroner down there, and the next day insurgents
took over the hospital. It was pretty wild!”

Lieutenant Junior Grade Le Gaux, promoted
since his return, does not elaborate on what he
learned. Trials have not yet been held and he won’t
say anything that could prejudice the cases.

“It was definitely a different experience,” Le
Gaux mused. “There are things you learn about
the culture. The greetings there were a lot different
with formalities. There are things that could be
taken the wrong way very easily.”

“I think the low point was when we were on a
convoy on ‘Route Irish’ which was the road be-
tween Camp Victory and the ‘Green Zone’ where
the Embassy and other residences were. It’s about
a 15-minute drive by Humvee. We had an RPG hit
under my Hummer. The law of probabilities isnota
matter of if you’re going to get hit, it’s when. The
more you go out, the probabilities of getting hit go
up.”

Fortunately, no one was hurt.

“We didn’t see where it came from, but the
angle — it hit under the rear bumper and shot out
away from the Humvee,” Le Gaux said. “What we
got were some carbon deposits. The driver had
inched forward a little bit and I think that kept us
from getting a direct hit.”

According to Le Gaux, just driving on the
freeway, you expect to take incoming rounds. And
believe it or not, you can’t always stay alert, and it
becomes routine, until something happens.

“Isaw some weird things like cars that seemed
to charge us, and then move away,” he continued.
“There was amajor ‘pucker factor’ for a while, but
then you see so much that it almost becomes rou-
tine. You know you still have to be on the alert, but
I figured that if we got hit, there was nothing I
could do until afterwards.”

However, that doesn’t mean security proce-
dures weren’t in place.

“Generally on the convoy, the gunner would
dohis ‘escalation of forces’ procedures,” informed
Le Gaux. “He’d wave an approaching vehicle off.
Then he would have red-smoke canisters that he
could shoot out towards the threat. He also had
paddles that he’d wave at them, and if they kept
coming, then he’d shoulder his weapon. If needed,
they would fire one round into the ground, then
one into the engine, and then one at the driver.”

“Itnever got that far with us. Generally by the
time he shouldered the weapon and pointed it at
them, they stopped,” said Le Gaux. “Most of that
took a matter of seconds.”

The worst time for Le Gaux was about a week
before he returned.

“By then, physically I was still there. Men-
tally, I was on a plane flying home,” said Le Gaux.
“It was hard to stay focused, keep motivated and
keep doing my job. The hardest point was that I
wasn’t sure if I was going back, because the gen-
eral wanted me to stay an extra six months.”

“Ireally couldn’t, because my wife’s in school,
we have kids, and I needed to be home,” said Le
Gaux. “There’s a lot of juggling, having a family.
They had not signed my ‘release from theatre,’
letter and technically, they could have kept me. It’s
called “TOA plus 14.” Until I actually got on the
plane, I wasn’t sure when I’d get back!”

When asked to describe one of the greatest
highlights, Le Gaux answered with a huge smile,
uncharacteristic to his quiet fagade, “When you
have a three-star general saying ‘Ensign Le Gaux,
what do YOU think?” That’s definitely a high-

light”
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AROUND THE BASE IN 2007

1

Major Edward “Two Dog” Vicknair is joined by his wife, Kelly, and his two
daughters, Heather and Christine, during his retirement ceremony, held
Friday, Feb. 16. (Photo by George Alexander, CTW-4)

Jaydin, Christian, Memphis, and Paris dance in a Valentine’s Day celebration.
The children attend Mrs. Bridgette’s Day Care, an on-base certified Child
Development Home, and enjoyed handing out Valentine’s gifts and goodies
to each other. (Photo by Anne Booher, Editor)

AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENT

Winging Ceremony ° Feb. 16
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Guest Speaker, Commander, North American Aerospace Defense Command and Commander, U.S. Northern Command, Adm. Timothy Keating accompanied
by (L to R) VT-35 XO Cmdr Mark Springer, VI-35 CO Lt. Col. Jon Ullman, CNATRA Rear Adm. Donald Quinn, TRAWING-4 Commodore Capt. David
Maynard, VTI-31 CO Cmdr. Charles Cassidy, VT-31 XO Cmdr. Joe Shipley. Wingees listed alphabetically: Larry R. Belcher III, Jeremiah L. Brewer, Jeffrey
K. Cummings, Adam C. Darrow, Justin J. Hinrichs, Chad W. Hall, Thomas R. Key, Richard T. Kuehner, Donald A. Lauderdale, Joseph R. Lennox, Brian R.
Long, Matthew S. Mayo, Danielle C. Parton, John F. Patton, Taylor S. Sciulli, Stephen P. Sweet II, Travis H. Walters, Kelly R. Weber, Regina K. Zeleski.

On Feb. 22, the CCAD Black Employment Program Committee hosted a
Black History Month luncheon at the Bay Club. This year’s theme was “From
Slavery to Freedom: The Story of Africans in the Americas.” From left to
right, Clifford Solomon, Joe Taylor, Sandra Jackson & Lawrence Stoney lead
the group in song. (Photo by Gus Gonzalez)

A HELMINERON 15 MH-53E Sea Stallion helicopter departs with a MK-
105 in tow for mine sweeping training during training operations at Panama
City, FL. (Photo by MC2 Ruben Perez, HM-15 PAO)

(Photo by Richard Stewart, Base Photographer)

Military of the Year ¢ Feb. 15

Military of the Year for their respective commands (Front L to R): YN1 Caryn
Dejong, AT2 Dusty Riley, HM2 Jami Skornia, Cpl. Herber Perez, AC1 Kristen
Walker, AC3Jamie Wright, YN1 Tanya Wise (Back): AE2 David
Thurnvalsassina, AT1 Jeremy Most, PS1 Kenneth Holifield, PS3 Adam Mustain,
TSGT Joey Williams, HM1 Edwin Guingab, AE2 Thomas Jones (Photo by
Richard Stewart, Base Photographer)

Commadore’s List e VI-27

Cmdr. Eric Hendrickson, Commanding Officer of Training Squadron 27,
congratulates Ens. Devin Holmes (right) for his accomplishment. Ens. Holmes
is the latest Boomer to make the Commodore’s List, receiving the award for
sustained superior performance in ground academics and flight performance
above that of his peers. (Photo by Kelly Flynn)
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