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If you’ve ever driven down E Street past
the Gonzalez Liberty Center, you’ve probably
noticed a giant metal hulk distantly resem-
bling a jet aircraft. It is actually a Mobile Air-
craft Firefighting Training Device (MAFTD)
and is a tool that prepares students for fires
on a flight deck or hangar deck before they
are shipped to sea.

Servicemembers take the Shipboard Air-
craft Firefighting Training every four years to
stay up-to-date on emergency procedures. On
March 28, students from HM-15 were able to
experience a realistic firefighting scenario

alongside visiting instructors from Naval Air
Station Whidbey Island. For the past five
years, NASCC Fire and Emergency Services
have shown their support by providing the
MAFTD, as well as a fire truck and highly
qualified personnel to monitor the training.

To chants of “Move in, fight the fire”
called out by the Lead Instructor, groups ma-
neuvered hoses as a cohesive unit to suc-
cessfully put out a series of controlled blazes.
“You can tell the students are facing a chal-
lenge,” says Battalion Chief David Flores.
“When they actually start attacking the fire, it

‘Move in, fight the fire’ - HM-15 receives Shipboard Aircraft Firefighting Training
Photos and story by Anne Booher, Editor

gets their senses going and helps them visu-
alize what would happen in an actual emer-
gency.”

The trainers were invited by HM-15 and
come from Chief of Naval Aviation Technical
Training Unit (CNATTU) at Whidbey Island.
“We have a great working relationship with
Whidbey,” adds Battalion Chief Flores. “Ev-
ery time they’re out here, they tell us we pro-
vide the best support and preparation for the
physical side of their training.” CNATTU
Whidbey teaches approximately 50 classes
with just under 2,000 students per year and

the instructors go on two road trips each year
within the United States and internationally.

The training consists of five classroom
lectures and successfully combating three live
fires, made possible by the MAFTD. The
structure is filled with propane on the wings
and engines. The inside of the MAFTD can
also become engulfed in flames to help the
firefighter develop interior tactics and profi-
ciency training.

As always, NASCC Fire and Emergency

Fire Training continued on page 10

Blue Angels will soar here this weekend!
by Bob Torres, Public Affairs Officer

(Left) Students from HM-15
receive training alongside visiting
instructors from Whidbey Island,
Washington. Every four years,
these students must re-qualify for
fire safety in case of an emergency
on the flight deck or ship deck.
(Right) The Mobile Aircraft
Firefighting Training Device, or
MAFTD, is filled with propane and
certain sections are ignited
remotely by the Safety Operator,
depending upon the training
exercise.

This week, our Corpus Christi skies will
be even bluer as the Navy Flight Demonstra-
tion team, the Blue Angels return to our skies.

“We’re looking forward to having the
Blue Angels back again,” said Naval Air Sta-
tion Commanding Officer, Capt. Tim Coolidge.
“It’s exciting to watch them. They’re the su-
preme demonstration team in the world and
this year, we have a lot of other acts that will
enhance the show!”

The gates will open on Saturday April 14
and Sunday April 15 at 9 a.m. and the first
aerial act will go up at 11 a.m. But don’t worry
about getting here too early, as there will be
plenty of military aircraft to look at and some
are available to climb into. There will be con-
cession stands selling food, drinks and sou-
venir items. And if you forget to bring money,
there will be portable ATM machines avail-
able to get fast cash.

Air Show Coordinator Lieutenant Asa
Taylor has worked diligently to get exciting
and entertaining acts to this show to make it
the largest, ensuring there’s plenty to do for
the entire family.

“We’re expecting this to be our best
show ever,” said Lt. Asa Taylor, Air Opera-
tions department and 2007 Event Coordina-
tor. “Our last show in 2005 was very success-

ful and we all learned a lot. This year, we’re
building on that experience and putting to-
gether a blockbuster event that will really ex-
cite the crowd.”

For children of all ages, there will be wall-
climbing apparatuses, the bouncing-bodies
display and even some remote-controlled air-
craft for children to fly. Don’t worry, there’s
an over-ride that won’t allow the aircraft to
crash, so they can have fun with a “safety
net” on hand.

Blue Angel Number 5, Solo Pilot Lt. Cmdr.
John Allison returns to Flour Bluff where he
attended high school. As the lead solo pilot,
Allison always draws a crowd of family and
friends and he looks forward to making new
friends at the show.

“It’s always exciting coming home,” said
Allison, who couldn’t keep a grin off his face.
During the end of his show here in 2005,
Allison rushed home for the birth if his daugh-
ter, Rylie. We don’t know yet if she’ll be here
to see her daddy fly.

We’ll have some historical aircraft from
as far back as World War II that will be “on
stage” and actually fly during the show. From
Air Force bombers to Navy Corsairs, vintage

Blue Angels continued on page 10

In addition to the incredible show the Blue Angels will put on this Saturday
and Sunday, the crowd will also enjoy the WWII Act ‘Tora! Tora! Tora!’, which
reenacts the bombing at Pearl Harbor, an aerobatic helicopter, and many fun
activities for the entire family. (Photo courtesy of Blue Angels Public Affairs)
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE	
Base Catholic Chapel			 
Sunday Mass  - 8:30 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.)	
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

From The Skipper

Chaplain’s Column

Coolidge

by Capt. T.E. Coolidge

by Chaplain Chin Van Dang

Message from CMC
by CMDCM Miguel Cisneros, Naval Air Station Corpus Christi

Captain continued on page 13

On Hospitality

Navy Marine Corps Relief Society extends Fund Drive through April 27

CMC continued on page 8

An American tourist in London finds him-
self in a very nice neighborhood, but there
are no pubs, no stores, no restaurants, and
worst of all, no public restrooms. However, he
really has to go, after all those Guinness’s. He
finds a narrow side street and decides to use
the wall to solve his problem.
As he is unzipping, he is tapped on the shoul-
der by a London bobby, who says, “Sir, you
simply cannot do that here, you know.” “I’m
very sorry, officer,” replies the American, “but
I really have to go, and I just can’t find a pub-
lic restroom.” “Ah, yes,” said the bobby, “just
follow me.” He leads the American through a
back delivery alley to a gate, which he opens.
“In there,” points the bobby, “Whiz away sir,
anywhere you like.”

The fellow enters and finds himself in the
most beautiful garden he has ever seen. He
relieves himself and feels much more comfort-
able. As he goes back through the gate, he
says to the bobby, “That was really decent of

you. Is that what you call English hospital-
ity?”

”No sir...” replied the bobby. “That is
what we call the French Embassy.”

Human welcome is one of the gifts ev-
eryone hopes for. It says that others open
themselves to us in hospitality. No Christian
virtue is more desired than hospitality. Some
people seem to have a natural sense of wel-
come, but it costs something to forget one-
self for the sake of another. We have to put
ourselves out. Sometimes the cost seems mini-
mal: a gesture of courtesy, a moment to pause
and greet another, an arm to take as one en-
ters a stairway into a building. However, the
cost is deeper than meets the eye. Authentic
hospitality means dropping the socially
learned attitude of suspicion of others, espe-
cially those very different from our tastes or
backgrounds. It also means allowing the other
person room and space so we do not become
curious, a busybody or someone who smoth-
ers the other with kindness galore. The cost
is presence without intrusion and an attitude

that God is present in the guest.
While hospitality costs something of

ourselves, there is a surprise in store for us.
When we are wel-
coming and hospi-
table, we receive the
word of the other.
That word may be
God’s and it may be
effective. Our mod-
ern world
eveidences bearers
of God’s good word
to us in a spirit of
hospitality. We who
give become the re-
cipients of a much more wonderful hospital-
ity from God.

Two traveling angels stopped to spend
the night in the home of a wealthy family. The
family was rude and gave the angels a space
in the cold basement even though the

Chaplain continued on page 10

Tambi Parker, Director of the Navy Marine
Corps Relief Society, just provided me with
some great news: this year’s NMCRS Fund Drive
is being extended through April 27. This is great
news because the services provided by the

NMCRS are so vital
to the forward mo-
mentum of this Navy
and Marine Corps;
the more money
raised, the more Sail-
ors and Marines can
operate unhindered
by financial stress
and hardship.

Tambi’s office in
Corpus Christi has
distributed $290,249

in interest free loans and/or grants to 400+ Navy
and Marine Corps families. The local active duty
fund drive collected $50,889 last year alone! They
have done very well in the past, but they still
need your help again this year.

Nobody could say it as well as Force Mas-

ter Chief Michael Schanche: “We have all been
there at some point in our lives when the money
didn’t quite stretch between paydays and some
kind of unplanned emergency occurred. Where
do you turn, who do your go to for help? The
Navy Marine Corps Relief Society! I can tell
you that about 20 years ago when this young
Sailor arrived for duty on his first ship in beau-
tiful San Diego with his wife and brand new
baby, I had no place to go and about $20 to my
name. The NMCRS helped me get established
in an apartment, put some groceries in the fridge
and gas in the car. It was still a week and half
until payday, and I don’t know what we would
have done without them.

“There are thousands of other stories like
that all over our Navy. With the 2007 fund drive
set to kick off, I thought I would take an oppor-
tunity to remind everyone of the value of
NMCRS.”

“Since its inception in 1904,” said
Schanche, “NMCRS has helped nearly 4 mil-
lion active-duty and retired Sailors, Marines and
family members with more than $1 billion in in-

terest-free loans and grants. In 2006 alone, this
first-rate organization, staffed with more than
3,400 dedicated volunteers and a small collec-
tion of paid staff, assisted with $37.8 million,
impacting 38,500 Sailors, Marines and their fami-
lies. To put that in perspective, that’s more than
10 percent of our Navy assisted in one year.

“Most of us are pretty familiar with many
of the services that have been around for a while,
such as emergency aid in the form of food, shel-
ter, vehicle repairs, medical and dental assis-
tance, and emergency leave transportation.
Some of us are even knowledgeable about their
educational programs that help servicemembers
and their families achieve their academic goals.
We may even be acquainted with ‘Baby’s First
Sea Bag,’ the Visiting Nurses Program, the hos-
pital visitor’s program or even the thrift stores.
One area that you may not be aware of is a new
category of assistance known as Combat  Ca-
sualty Assistance.

“Combat Casualty Assistance helps

As you all know, the South Texas Shootout
Air Show is this weekend. I’m very excited about it
and hope you all get a chance to spend some time

with us on the flight line
watching the Blue Angels
and other performers do
what they do best! Of
course, with all the other
displays at the Air Show,
you and your children will
find plenty to do.

In order to make this
extravaganza happen, a
lot of folks spent a lot of
time on the phone arrang-

ing the acts, meeting with sponsors for donations,
coordinating with all of the commands on base for
volunteers and figuring out ways to accomodate
mission requirements during the week of the Air

Show, and much, much more. I want to take a few
lines of my column to express my appreciation to
all those folks who have made this happen. The
list of names is too long to publish here but it’s
taken incredible team work, long hard hours and a
strong push through the frustration of the “little”
things that always pop up that make or break a
show like this. I’m proud to be associated with you
all! Thanks for all you’ve done - we simply couldn’t
host an Air Show without you!

There are a couple of other things going on
right now that I need to acknowledge besides the
Air Show. One is the designation of April as the
Month of the Military Child. I had the privilege last
week to go to the Child Development Center and
visit with a group of children. I always enjoy visit-
ing, but this time was just a bit more special. For
some of these children, their parent or parents have
served, or are on deployment fighting the Global
War on Terror.

When I think that the first Gulf War began in
1991, then it is pretty certain that most of our Sail-
ors have either served or have supported some-
one serving in the Global War on Terrorism. Ac-
cording to statistics, more than 40 percent of our
service members have left their family behind to
serve overseas. More than one million of America‘s
children have at least one parent currently serving
in the military.

Recently, there was a video clip from a televi-
sion station in Washington State where a Sailor
came home. He wanted to surprise his six-year-old
son at school. There were news cameras and other
media there as the service member stepped through
the door. With his wife leading, this Corpsman
walked in and saw his son sitting at a round table
toward the front of the classroom. The service
member said, “ Hey buddy.” The little guy came

Cisneros

Dang

Let’s enjoy a great weekend!
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NO PET LEFT  
BEHIND—
WHEN natural disaster 
is about to strike—
TAKE YOUR PETS  
with you!
They are NOT any 
safer left behind than 
YOU would BE!
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Boutique Du Jour
Salon & Spa

$59 Champagne Package
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Champagne 30 Minute Facial

855-2323
1220 Airline (Next to Toys ‘R Us)

$69 Exquisite Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style,
30 Minute Aromatherapy
Facial & Make-over
Paraffin Manicure

Honey…just because
it’s Mother’s Day…

$179 Heavenly Du Jour
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Le Stone One Hour Facial
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
One Hour Massage
Make-over
Lunch & Wine

$219 Le Sweetheart Package
Le Stone Facial
One Hour Massage
Champagne Manicure
Champagne Pedicure
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Make-over
Dozen Red Roses
Lunch & Wine

$99 Ultimate Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Manicure
Paraffin Pedicure
1 Hour Facial
Make-over

$139 Pamper Package
Haircut, Shampoo, Style
Paraffin Body Wrap
Paraffin Pedicure
Paraffin Manicure
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Del Mar College  
Transportation  

Training Services
(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd. 

& Airport Rd.
Earn your Class A CDL  

in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  

courses also available.

3Tuition reimbursement  
from sponsored  

companies
3Military tuition  

assistance available 
3Government Grants 

3Job placement  
assistance

Call Now To Register
(361) 698-2707
www.delmar.edu/trucking

Ask about our  
new Bus Program

Navy Youth Programs receive ‘No Discrepancies’ from CNIC inspection
by Anne Booher, Editor

Every year, Navy Youth Programs, also
called the Youth Center, receives a thorough
inspection form CNIC. Mimi Gutierrez, the di-
rector of the Center since 1999, made sure
everything and everyone was in top condi-
tion. All of the children who attend the be-
fore school, after school, and summer pro-
grams must be well-documented, with their
guardian’s contact information, emergency
numbers, and any special needs the child may
have. Also, each employee of the Youth Cen-
ter must go through a thorough background
check, be certified in CPR and first aid, and
receive extensive safety training. The Center
did such an excellent job of ensuring these
facets were tended to, they got a perfect
score.

Navy Youth Programs is an Affiliated
Members Organization of the Boys and Girls
Clubs of America. Various national chains
support the Boys and Girls Club, and there-
fore, the Youth Center is able to benefit from
their generosity and ongoing assistance. This
link has opened many windows of opportu-
nity for the Youth Center, and they have de-
veloped close relationships with their spon-
sors.

For example, Circuit City has been a
long-time contributor of the Youth Center, and
recently donated a new XBOX 360 and game
chairs for their Teen Room (which is also out-
fitted with a pool table, foosball table, and
living area). In the past, they’ve also donated
“game bikes,” a big hit with the Center, which
allow the kids to interact with the video game

(Right) Mimi Gutierrez
stands in the recently
renovated gym at the
Youth Center. She has
been the director of the
facility since 1999.
(Photo by Lt. j.g. Caleb
Booher, Asst. PAO)

by pedaling faster or slower, given the sce-
nario. Also, Circuit City hosts a “lock-in”
where the store is closed to the public and
the children are allowed to try out all the new
gaming systems with the newest games.

There is also something called the Teen
Program, a summer work program for teens
on-base. They will be paid to work 35 hours a
week for various organizations across NASCC
and won’t have to worry about getting trans-
portation to an in-town job or dealing with
contracts that go beyond the summer.

The Youth Center is thoroughly grateful
for the support from their sponsors and Navy
Headquarters. Kids who are part of the Youth
Center have many opportunities for commu-
nity service and saving for their educational
future. This includes reading to younger chil-
dren, participating in base and beach clean-
up and through the support of sponsors and
Navy Headquarters, they are able to earn
scholarships through their work at the Cen-
ter.

At any time of day, there is something
going on at the Youth Center. Their busiest
times are in the morning before school, after
school, and summer, but no matter when the
children come by, they’ll have something con-
structive to do.

There’s no strict lesson-plan, but there’s
always structure. Children can participate in
any activity, ranging from theater, art, music
and dance to science, gym or sports. Also,
there is a non-competitive basketball team, a
girl’s fast-pitch softball team, and plenty of
other sports opportunities. “It’s so important

for us to help out these
kids,” says Mimi. “It’s all
about them having their
own identiry.”

The Youth Center is
one more of the incredible
benefits to living a military
life and with over 200 mili-
tary children and teens par-
ticipating in their summer
programs, it’s an organiza-
tion worth looking into with
your son or daughter. With
a perfect inspection rating,
you know your child will be
in a safe, yet exciting, learn-
ing environment with a ca-
pable, encouraging staff.

To find out more about
the dozens of youth pro-
grams offered in the sum-
mer and regular school year,
please call the Youth Cen-
ter at 961-2355.

TO 
ADVERTISE 

YOUR 
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IN THE 
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(361) 814-0866

The Pet Nanny
Pet Sitting in Your Home

Caring for Pets since 1997
855-PETS (7387)

cmmutt70@aol.com

CLASSIFIEDS

HOW TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD

Free classified ad in Wingspan for all Military 
and DoD Personnel (non-commercial ads only) 
submit via e-mail to: wingspannewspaper@
yahoo.com or fax to 361-884-9019. No phone 
calls for free ads please. Please restrict free ads 
to 25 words or less. 

Paid Classified Ads - 50¢ per word - with 
a 24 word minimum. Please call D.J. Young 
Publishing at 361-814-0866 with credit card 
information. Paid ads may be e-mailed to: 
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com.

FOR SALE:   Electric Stove-Stainless Steel 
with Black. Needs one front burner, Good 
Condition $100 or OBO 361-774-7027.

FOR SALE: 2002 Nissan Maxima GLE, 
Burgundy, Tinted windows, sunroof, Bose 
stereo, Leather.  83K. 100K mile warranty, 
roadside assistance. 262 HP.  $12500 OBO.  
361-658-7248.

HOME FOR SALE:  best buy on water.. 3+Bed/2 
bath completely remodeled 2006 from roof 
to tile floors. Corian kitchen all new cabinets 
bath too ac new..Dock  (254-541-3974).

For Rent. Beach Club Condo by owner. 1/1, 
reserved parking. Ocean view, 3 min. walk 
to the beach. Newly renovated. 10 min. to 
NAS. $775.00 per month. Call 361-906-
0027.

FOR SALE: 1997 Ford Mustang GT,  auto, 
AM/FM, A/C, 130K, great condition. $4000 
Call Mike 361-961-5371.

For Sale: 2004 Yamaha YZF-R1, Blue and 
White, very fast, good condition 6845 miles, 
$7500.00 OBO. Call Chad 850-232-8834.

FOR SALE: 1981 Jeep CJ7, Runs great, big 
tires (33x12.50x15) and 4” lift kit, body 
rough, needs care. 361-816-9750 after 5. 

FOR SALE: 1983 Yamaha 750 SECA motor-
cycle. 12,000 miles. Very good condition. 
$1875 or best offer. 361-0209.

FOR SALE: BDUs 4 Pr. Med. Short (new), 6 
Pr. Small Reg. (Almost new) $25.00 Ea. 1 Pr. 
Army Combat Boots 9R (new) $25.00. Call 
(210) 687-3980.

FOR SALE: Cherry wood L-shaped desk with 
hutch $250.00 65” sony tv only 3 years old. 
$1500. Call 361-334-9561.

FOR SALE: 2000 Kawasaki Ninja ZX-6R, Lime 
Green Body & Wheels, 14,400 mi., 2 Hel-
mets, Gloves, Good Condition, 5 Mins from 
NASCC; Oregon Title, TX Inspect. $3000 
OBO 361-877-4693 or juan.rebolledo@
us.army.mil.

FOR LEASE: Waterfront 3 bedroom,3 bath,fully 
furnished townhome on Padre Is.6-8 mo. 
lease,1450+util,deposit & refr.361-537-
1680,361-949-4656, janetlamkin75@gmail-
pcom.

FOR SALE: 1998 Buick Regal. White 4-dr. 
Sunroof, leather, excellent body. Not run-
ning, needs rebuilt engine possibly. Too nice 
to part out. $600 obo. (361) 549-6253 or 
960-0136.

Condo for immediate occupancy, unfurnished, 
and will honor the military clause. 1 br, 978 sq 
ft, on canal, boat slip, large deck, east, small 
balcony, west,.  Newly carpeted. All electric, 
A/C and tenant pays utilities. Equipped with 
microwave, garbage disposal, dishwasher, 
and fridge. Located at 15302 Bonasse Court 
# 103 (2nd floor) Call 949-2946 or 288-5417 
or 510-9460. $900 mo.

BOAT FOR SALE: 1988 - 18Ft. Arrow glass w/ 
150 Johnson outboard and 10 hp Johnson 
kicker motor both with low hours. Custom 
boat cover, bimini top, downriggers, AM/FM 
radio, VHF radio, fish/depthfinder, Junior 
ski’s, Tube, all tow/ski ropes, full set of life 
jackets kids to adults. Everything you need 
to hit the water today! $6300 obo 361-244-
184

Serving NASCC since 1967…

Properties for Lease
Some offering military discounts

Visit www.grouponecc.com
 (search all properties)

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Homes for Sale

Being relocated? For excellent service, 
let us put you in touch with one of our 
“Leading Real Estate Companies of 

the World” in your new location.

401 Claremore  5/3.5/2....................... $2,100
6646 Belvoir  4/3/2.............................$2,000
2001 Beckworth Trail  4/2/2................ $1,600
2038 Beckworth Trail  3/2/2................ $1,450
5809 Corsic  3/2/2.............................. $1,900
5817Corsica  4/2/2.............................. $1,900
4205 Beard   3/2/2............................. $1,400
218 Glendale  3/2...................................$825
2414 Capitan B  2/2.5.............................$750
6110 Wilderock  2/2.5.............................$750
3938 Surfside #2223  1/1.......................$785

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

Hey, parents!
Now we’re open  

on Saratoga
For the convenience of southside 
families, the Children’s Clinic 
has opened a new office in the 
Driscoll Children’s South Plaza 
on Saratoga

New Patients Welcome. Appointments preferred. Weekend office hours. Se habla español. We take 
all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, CHIP, Humana, and Eetna, and a Medicaid 
Provider is on site to determine eligibility.

SOUTHSIDE	 ALAMEDA	 BAY AREA	 CALALLEN	 PORTLAND
992-6458	 855-7346	 985-1418	 241-9541	 643-2518
5945 Saratoga	 3435 S. Alameda	 7121 SPID	 13725 NW Blvd	 1929 W. Hwy 181
Across from	 Next to	 In the Bay Area	 Across from	 In the
Spohn Hospital	 Driscoll Children’s	 Medical Office	 Calallen High	 Crescent Center
South	 Hospital	 Building	 School	 Building

Fo
r Pete’s S❤ke

Don’t 
Litter…

Spay
or

Neuter



April 12, 2007	 Wingspan          Wingspan	 April 12, 2007    4 13

For many people, summer means spend-
ing most of your day outside, soaking up that
Corpus Christi sun. When the beach gets too
crowded and you’re looking for something
new and exciting, there’s nothing better than
learning how to windsurf in Laguna Madre,
or camping with friends out on the beach. And
conveniently enough, the best place to go for
all your summer activities and supplies is
NASCC’s Outdoor Recreation Adventure
Center.

Better known as “The Marina,” this has
always been a great place for people of all
ages to learn something new, or keep up with
an old hobby. With dozens of activities avail-
able, you can rent one- and two-person kay-
aks, sailboats, motorboats or learn how to
windsurf. And you’d be learning from the
pros.

Out at ORAC, you’ll find some of the
most hospitable staff this base has to offer.
The fellow in charge over there is Monte Reitz,
a former Search and Rescue Coxswain in the
US Coast Guard, who is an expert windsurfer
and has taught classes for more than 20 years.

“The best part of all this is providing
something exciting for these men and
women,” says Monte Reitz. “They have a
good time out here.” Monte also says that
pilots who have taken his windsurfing classes
found that they were able to grasp the ab-
stract concepts of aerodynamics better. The
sail is, essentially, a vertical wing with all the
properties and characteristics of an aircraft
wing. “For a pilot to personally feel what the
wind does when it passes over a wing en-
hances their understanding of the physics of
flight.”

If you’d like to try something other than
windsurfing, sailing classes are offered on the
weekends, along with a motorboat qualifica-
tion class. And once you’ve gotten your quali-
fication, you’re welcome to rent the boats,
hourly or daily. You can stop by the Marina to
pick up a rate list. As far as motorboats go,
they offer a Blue Wave, Lowe, Monark, Sea
Ark and a Pontoon Boat. For sailing, a Sun-
fish, Windsurfer, JY 15/Laser, Catamaran, Fly-

ing Scott or a Cape Dory.
For the fisherman, or anyone who’s in-

terested in learning, the Marina also provides
a pier, a bait shop called “Fish Tails”, fishing
equipment for rent, and if you’d like to find
those perfect fishing spots, there’s a guide
service on location (and he gives a military
discount). Laguna Madre offers some of the
best fishing in the Coastal Bend, with redfish,
black drum, speckled trout and flounder ga-
lore. Keep in mind, a Texas fishing license and
salt water stamp are required, but the staff
can help you out with getting one. They’ve
also recently started a two-day Hunter Edu-
cation Training Course so folks who are inter-
ested can get their hunting licenses.

The Marina’s camping equipment will
ensure that you’re not left in the woods un-
prepared. Sleeping bags, tents, lanterns,
stoves, fryers, and all sorts of other supplies
are available for rent at a minor cost.

Since summer also means outdoor
barbeques with family and friends, the Ma-
rina provides everything you would need for
an afternoon get-together, including ice
chests, BBQ pits with trailers, horseshoes,
tables, and chairs. If you’d like to schedule
your summer BBQ on base, the newly reno-
vated Paradise Cove pavilion, overlooking
Laguna Madre, is available at no charge. Just
make a reservation prior to your event.

Bringing your own boat in? For a small
fee, the Marina has slips for your personal
boat (up to 25 feet). There’s also outside stor-
age for keeping your boat and/or boat trailer
safe.

The Marina also has big plans for their
first-rate RV Park, already a popular attraction
for our base. This summer, they plan on open-
ing 20 new sites as well as a brand new recre-
ation facility, outfitted with a kitchen, living
area, television, game room, and Internet.

Truly an asset to NAS Corpus Christi,
the Marina will continue to provide military
families with great service for many years to
come. So, round up your family and friends,
drop by the Marina and transform your sum-
mer.

Escape the ordinary summer with the
Outdoor Recreation Adventure Center
Photo and story by Anne Booher, Editor

Monte Reitz, the director of ORAC, windsurfs in Laguna Madre just outside of
the Marina. Monte has been windsurfing for more than 20 years and is the
facility’s resident instructor.

On April 6, 15 Corpus-area Naval Officers
completed their final week of classes and gradu-
ated from the University of San Diego’s Master of
Science in Global Leadership (MSGL) program. Over
the past 15 months, the graduate students have
studied business ethics, leadership, and project
management with each course concentrating on
leading global business organizations across cul-
tural boundaries.

The April 6graduation ceremony was held at

the Omni Bayfront Hotel in downtown Corpus
Christi.

“I have already learned so much from the
MSGL program that I am bringing back into the
workplace on a daily basis,” said Capt. Kirkland.
“The professors challenge us with real-world cur-
rent issues from the global business arena. I find
much of the course content to be very interesting
and immediately relevant and useful in my naval

career and for my future plans.”
The MSGL program is comprised of a 16-

month, 31-unit curriculum focusing on ethical lead-
ership, best business practices in the global mar-
ket, and the role that culture plays in the political,
and economic arenas. Graduates of the MSGL pro-
gram are equipped with business skills, leadership
education, and the fundamentals of applied ethics
required for success in today’s fast-paced and
changing global marketplace.

“It was a busy 16
months, but I’m happy
with my choice to follow
through with this degree
program,” said MSGL
student Maj. Steve
Cogar. “The MSGL
program’s model, which
combines traditional
class meetings with
online learning, has al-
lowed me to work to-
wards a quality graduate
business degree from a
nationally recognized,
prestigious university
while staying close to
home.”

“I’ve enjoyed my
experience as an MSGL
student. No matter where
I go from here, I’ll be able
to use this degree in
many ways,” said MSGL
student Lt. Josh Martin.

USD is currently offering a 50% scholarship
for a limited number of Corpus-area students to
participate as distance learners in May. Students
would travel to San Diego twice during the 16-
month program and complete the majority of their
coursework online. For more information on this
one-time offer, contact John Ruzicka at (619) 260-
4833 or jruzicka@sandiego.edu.

Local officers earn Master’s Degree from
University of San Diego Business School
by John Ruzicka, USD Asst. Director of Marketing Program Development

running across the room, tears streaming down
his face as all he could gasp was, “Daddy!”  He
was in his father’s arms in an instant and the hug
was like a vice and he held on for what seemed like
minutes. The news anchor at the home station had
to take a break as she began crying. She said she
needed makeup before she could continue.

What we as adults do, and especially service
members, affects our children. That’s  why I ‘m
happy to participate in this month-long salute to
military children and will continue to encourage
and support “Kids Serve Too,” as they sometimes
do without a choice. Sometimes they’re too young
to understand why the family moves every couple
of years, but sometimes they understand all too
soon.

I have to share another story about a class-
room. During September, 2005, Martha Cothren, a
Social Studies teacher at Robinson High School in
Little Rock, did something different. On the first
day of school, with permission of the school su-
perintendent, the principal and the building super-
visor, she took all of the desks out of the class-
room. The children came into first period and found
that there were no desks. They looked around and
said, “Ms. Cothren, wher are our desks?” She said,
“You can’t have a desk until you tell me how you
earn them.” They thought, “Well, maybe it’s our
grades.” “No,” she said. “Maybe it’s our behav-
ior.” She told them, “No, it’s not even your behav-

ior.” The first period came and went. Still no desks
in the classroom. Second period, third period, same
thing. By early afternoon, television news crews
had gathered in Ms. Cothren’s classroom to find
out about this teacher who had taken all the desks
out.

For the last period of the day, Martha Cothren
gathered her class. They were sitting on the floor.
She said, “Throughout the day no one has really
understood how you earn the desks that sit in this
classroom. Now I’m going to tell you.” Martha
Cothren went to the door of her classroom, opened
it, and 27 U.S. veterans, wearing their uniforms,
walked into that classroom, each one carrying a
school desk and they placed them in rows and
then they stood along the wall.

Martha said, “You don’t have to earn those
desks. These guys did it for you. They put them
there for you, but it’s up to you to sit here with a
responsibly to learn, to be good students and good
citizens, because they paid a price for you to have
that desk. Don’t ever forget it.”

Sometimes we forget that the freedoms we
have are because of ordinary people, our Sailors,
Marines, Soldiers, Airmen and Coast Guardsmen,
who did extraordinary things, who loved this coun-
try more than life itself, and who not only earned a
school desk for a kid at the Robinson High School
in Little Rock, but do things for us all so we may
enjoy the freedoms we do - even an air show in
South Texas. Thank you to everyone who is serv-
ing! See ya at the Air Show this weekend!

Captain continued from page 2

Graduates from the program include: Capt. Alex Kirkland, Navy
Region South; Cmdr. Keith Wagoner, Navy Region South; Maj. John
Brooks, VT-28; Maj. Brandon Hansen, VT-28; Lt. Cmdr James Norris,
VT-28; Capt. Brian Hedin, VT-28; Lt. Jeremy Fischer,VT-28; Lt.
John Stewart, VT-27; Maj. Steve Cogar, VT-35; Josh Martin, VT-4;
Capt. Mike Wallace VT-27; Capt Carlos Scott, VT-28; Lt. Beth Regoli,
VT-27; Lt. Jason Bartholomew, CNATRA.

• Associate, Bachelor, & Master Degrees
• Technical Certificates

• Flexible scheduling: on-site and online

Corpus Christi Campus
E-mail: corpus.christi.center@erau.edu

www.embryriddle.edu/corpuschristi
(361) 937-4951

Whether you’re looking to improve your position
within the Navy or are beginning to think about life
after military service, set your sites on Embry-Riddle.
Our degree and certificate programs will give you the
skills to launch your career to the next level.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Crosswinds defines innovation, efficiency, luxury and service. You’ll 
love the impressive amenity package and convenient location. Choose a 
uniquely-styled 1,2 or 3 bedroom apartment. Guaranteed to feel just like 
home the moment you arrive.

•	 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
•	 Walk-in Closets
•	 Ceiling Fans
•	 Decorative Mini-Blinds
•	 Designer Kitchens
•	 Refrigerator w/Ice Maker
•	 Full-Size Washer/Dryer Connection
•	 Laundry Facility

•	 Covered Parking Available
•	 Bay Windows
•	 Patios (In selected units)
•	 Swimming and Lounging Pool
•	 Resident Referral Program
•	 Fitness Center
•	 Storage Units Available
•	 Controlled Access Gates

6617 Weber • Corpus Christi, Texas 78413
(361) 852-1600

1/2 Off—First 30 Days!

Military Discounts

Charles C. Smith
Attorney at Law

Former Judge Advocate US Navy

•	 Personal Injury
•	 Car Accidents
•	 Divorce
•	 Bankruptcy 7 - 13
•	 Child Custody
•	 Merit System Protection Board
•	 Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

What’s going to happen to you and all your ‘stuff’ when you die?  
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend this free seminar.  
A detailed workbook is available for $5 to guide you in making  
specific preparations.  Mark your calendars now for this free, interesting and  
informative seminar for all who wish to plan properly for the inevitable. 
Pre-registration by April 25th is requested but not required to assure 
enough seats and workbooks are available. Please call 361-854-5374 to 
register and/or for more information.

FREE SEMINAR - Putting Your House In Order
Give the loving gift of preparedness to those you love!

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 
3151 Reid Drive (behind the HEB near Luby’s on Alameda) 

Monday, April 30th, 2007 at 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Are you looking for a new or 
pre-owned vehicle? Call retired 
MA1 Thomas (Bill) at Champion 
Chevrolet/Cadillac.  
361-654-2100 or at his  
direct line 361-549-5534 for 
details about special pricing. 

Attention ALL Military Personnel
VCCO-0479 • 10.25x11.5 • spot/red-blue • 1/20 • max

OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2004 AutoNation, Inc.

STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 • SAT 9-6 • SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 • SAT 8-1

6650 South Padre Island Drive • At The AutoMall • Between Airline & Nile
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CARS
CALL:
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Clemens
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On behalf of the of
Corpus Christi, Texas, we would like to Express our
most sincere appreciation to all UNITED STATES
MILITARY PERSONNEL and their families. We at 

are truly grateful. Michael Child, General Manager
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$500$500TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2005 AutoNation, Inc.
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Photo and story by Bill W. Love, Naval Hospital
Corpus Christi Public Affairs Office

Naval Hospital Corpus
Christi receives Gold
Star Award

Naval Hospital Corpus Christi (NHCC) re-
ceived the 2006 Command Excellence in Health
Promotion Gold Star Award.  Navy Environmental
Health Center (NEHC) officials made the announce-
ment March 19 at the 46th Navy Occupational
Health and Preventive Medicine Conference in
Hampton, Virginia.

The NEHC Command Excellence in Health
Promotion Award annually recognizes commands
for their excellence in Navy Health Promotion and
U.S. Marine Corps Semper Fit Programs. The award
is presented on three levels: Gold, Silver and Bronze.
All commands with Navy Health Promotion or
Marine Corps Semper Fit Programs are eligible and
submit an award package in one of five categories:
Fleet, Shore-based, Reserve, Medical Treatment
Facility (MTF), Semper Fit Program. For the sec-
ond consecutive year, NHCC received the Gold
Star, with more than 76 out of a  possible 90 points
in the MTF category.

“You must have top leadership and interde-
partmental buy-in,” said Dr. Sam Rivera, health pro-
motions coordinator at NHCC. “Then you can
properly and effectively serve your military popu-
lation in the challenges of promoting healthy
lifestyle changes.”  Rivera says that it is vital for an
MTF to have an award-winning, multidisciplinary
comprehensive health promotion program.

Some of the health promotion items NHCC
offers include stress management awareness,
physical fitness, hypertension screenings, preven-
tion and control, back injury prevention, substance
abuse prevention and men and women’s health.
There are also programs in tobacco use preven-
tion and nutrition. NHCC Health Promotion Dieti-
tian, Robert Gonzalez, RD, LD, also facilitates the
classes on weight management and cholesterol
control.

“These classes help our patient population
improve health habits and meet part of the criteria
in achieving Gold Star recognition,” said Dietician
Erin Wilson, RD, LD, NHCC staff Certified Diabe-
tes Educator. By learning what health prevention
programs are available, people are more apt to take
advantage of NHCC programs that encourage them
to be responsible for their own health.

Rivera stresses that Command awards are the
result of team efforts. “Other hospital departments

helped in pro-
viding educa-
tion and
awareness to
our beneficia-
ries by volun-
teering for
health fairs,
seminars and
participating
in community
screening. It
demonstrates
that we
proactively
work and
have a genu-
ine concern
in preventing
d i s e a s e s
among our
military fam-
ily, active
duty and re-
tired.”

Dr. Sam Rivera, Health
Promotions Coordinator
at NHCC, displays
NHCC’s second con-
secutive Command
Excellence in Health
Promotion Gold Star
Award.

ORTHODONTIC
EVALUATION

FREE
• 0 Down Payment
• $88.00 Per Month

WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

EXAM &
X-RAYS
$1900
WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

TOOTH
WHITENING

$19900
WITH COUPON

We Cater To  
Cowards
With Bad  

Breath and  
Crooked Teeth

•	 Gentle Family Dentistry
•	 Financial Arrangements
•	 Delta Dental & United Concordia
•	 Medicaid Accepted
•	 Non-Surgical Gum Treatment

Pleasing You Is Our Primary Concern

SUNRISE MALL
FAMILY DENTAL CENTER

994-GUMS (4867)

Evening and Saturday  
appointments available

Dr. Scott Barton  

V I C T O R Y
THE NEW AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE
VICTORY

T H E  N E W  A M E R IC A N  M O T O R C Y C L E

CYCLE
2007 Jackpot

2937 S.P.I.D.
Corpus Christi
361-852-7368

2937 S.P.I.D.
Corpus Christi

(361) 852-7368

Help...only a phone call away

5034 Holly Road • Corpus Christi, TX 78411

Lora specializes in Military  
relocation as her 26 years of  
military life offer a unique 
insight and understanding of the 
complexities and frustrations of 
relocating and home ownership.

Lora Marksbury
Military Relocation Specialist

Please call me today.
Office..(361) 992-9231 or (800) 825-5050
Home..(361) 993-8648 or (800) 992-3439
Mobile...............................(361) 533-8648
E-Mail: lmarksbury@corpuschristi-homes.com

If you are considering a move- or 
know of someone who is - I can help.

PACESETTER STEEL REALTORS

• •

• •

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

William A. Thau III, P.C.

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., Suite A-101 • CORpus Christi  
(361) 937-5513  •  Toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly

5242 Holly Rd • Corpus Christi, TX 78411 • (361) 994-9393
www.victoriaprince.com RE/MAX Metro Properties

Victoria Prince (Veteran)
(361) 991-3145  or   (361) 442-3436 (Cell)

5733 Kerry Drive

Many updates offered in this spacious ranch 
home. Large covered patio overlooks large 
back yard. New fence and storage building. 
Spacious tiled den, storm shutters,  huge stor-
age room off garage. Water softener. 3/1.5/2. 
1 block from Browne mid. school.  $123,900.

Fo
r Pete’s S❤ke

Adminstration  361-882-6082
after 5 pm emergency  
only  361-886-2600

Barking Dogs  361-886-2600
Bites and Attacks   911

City  
of Corpus Christi

Animal Care  
Services

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 11am-6pm

THE
CRAB
STORE

FRESH
SHRIMP
at Good Prices

9842 S.P.I.D.
937-6618
• Soft Shell Crabs	 • Live Crabs
• Stone Crab Claws	 • Crab Meat
• Stuffed Jalapenos	 • Crab Fingers
• Deviled Crabs	 • Stuffed Flounder

Fresh Fish, Oysters & Scallops
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Lora specializes in Military  
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relocating and home ownership.

Lora Marksbury
Military Relocation Specialist

Please call me today.
Office..(361) 992-9231 or (800) 825-5050
Home..(361) 993-8648 or (800) 992-3439
Mobile...............................(361) 533-8648
E-Mail: lmarksbury@corpuschristi-homes.com

If you are considering a move- or 
know of someone who is - I can help.

PACESETTER STEEL REALTORS

• •

• •

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday  
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Keep the Sparkle in 
Your Smile!

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

For our dental phobics we offer:
•	 Nitrous oxide gas
•	 Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
•	 Blankets and pillows  
•	 Walkmans 
•	 Warm towels 

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Crosswinds defines innovation, efficiency, luxury and service. You’ll 
love the impressive amenity package and convenient location. Choose a 
uniquely-styled 1,2 or 3 bedroom apartment. Guaranteed to feel just like 
home the moment you arrive.

•	 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
•	 Walk-in Closets
•	 Ceiling Fans
•	 Decorative Mini-Blinds
•	 Designer Kitchens
•	 Refrigerator w/Ice Maker
•	 Full-Size Washer/Dryer Connection
•	 Laundry Facility

•	 Covered Parking Available
•	 Bay Windows
•	 Patios (In selected units)
•	 Swimming and Lounging Pool
•	 Resident Referral Program
•	 Fitness Center
•	 Storage Units Available
•	 Controlled Access Gates

6617 Weber • Corpus Christi, Texas 78413
(361) 852-1600

1/2 Off—First 30 Days!

Military Discounts
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April was designated the Month of the
Military Child by former Defense Secretary
Caspar Weinberger in 1986. The monthly ob-
servance was set aside as a time to applaud
military families and their children for the daily
sacrifices they make and challenges they over-
come. Military children face many obstacles,
such as frequent moves, separation from their
active-duty parent, school changes, and say-
ing goodbye to friends, just to name a few.

Throughout the month, Navy installations

(286,795). Substantially fewer children are be-
tween the ages of 19 and 23 years old (46,266).
There are 8,130 adult dependents ages 23 and
older among the families of Active Duty mem-
bers.

Month of the Military Child is meant to
recognize the life changes experienced by sons
and daughters of family members; to provide
events and activities to appreciate; and to rec-
ognize the essential role that military child care
services and youth activities play in the life of

military families, especially military chil-
dren.

During each Month of the Military
Child, special activities are designed to
highlight the unique contributions that
military children make. Here at NASCC,
military children have already enjoyed the
treats and activities that the Child Devel-
opment Center and Youth Center (Navy
Youth Programs) have offered. For ex-
ample, every day of April, children can
stop by the Youth Center and get unlim-
ited amounts of snow cones while they
enjoy tournaments of their choice. The
Child Development Center will offer all
kinds of events, including a visit from the
Texas State Aquarium, the Corpus Christi
Hooks mascots, Military Day to show
support for troops, and an afternoon tea
party with parents invited. For school-
age children who are enrolled in the
Youth Center’s programs, there will be a
Talent Show on April 13; Splash Day on
April 17; and Bowl-o-rama on April 27.
For a full list of events and times, please
call the CDC at 361-1165 or the Youth Cen-
ter at 361-2355.

When parents choose to serve, their
children serve, too. In doing this, it is im-
portant to celebrate the unique lifestyle
that military children receive and provide
them with quality services and support
programs to help them succeed.

Vice Admiral Bob Conway, Com-
mander, Navy Installations Command
says, “We celebrate the Month of the
Military Child for two very important and

related reasons. First, to emphasize the impor-
tance of providing families with quality child
and youth services in order to help balance the
demands of today’s pace of life, and second,
because by ensuring our families are provided
this top-shelf service, it allows our warfighters
to focus on the critical tasks at hand. I want to
take this opportunity to recognize the subtle,
but remarkable contribution our children make.
Growing up in a military family is something not
all children can experience. It’s tough and de-
mands levels of family responsibility load-shar-
ing that only military families can understand
and appreciate.  Our children’s unsung cour-
age, sacrifice and support, should be consid-
ered no less impactful towards serving this na-
tion than that of our uniform members.”

Larrie’ Rodriguez, the CNIC Child and
Youth Training and Communications Manager,
says, “Being the son or daughter of a service
member who is frequently deployed can be very
difficult for children. Events that celebrate the
Month of the Military Child stress the impor-
tance of providing children with quality services
and support to help them succeed in the mobile
military lifestyle.”

For more information on the Month of the
Military Child, please visit their website:
www.monthofthemilitarychild.com.

The Month of the Military Child kicks
off with fun events every day of April

(L to R) Captain Timothy Coolidge joins CDC Lead
Technician Margaret Covington, Hannah Phan, Jenna
Busby and Mekenzie Bowman for a ribbon cutting
ceremony to kick off Month of the Military Child. Behind
the group is MWR Director Travis Johnson, a huge
supporter of on-base youth programs.

around the world will plan special events to
honor military children. These events stress the
importance of providing children with quality
services and support to help them succeed in
the mobile military lifestyle.

DoD considers child care a workforce is-
sue. It impacts the effectiveness and readiness
of the force. According to Military Home Front,
a division of the DoD, these are some general
statistics about the military child care environ-
ment: Over 1.2 million children under the age of
18; approximately 331,000 children under the
age of 3; 400,000 children between the ages of 6
to 12 years old; 52 percent of the active duty
workforce is married; Two-thirds of young en-
listed military spouses are employed or seeking
employment; Six percent of military members
are single parents.

The 2005 Demographics Report from the
Military Family Resource Center notes the fol-
lowing: There are fewer Active Duty members
(1,373,534) than their associated family mem-
bers (1,865,058). Over one-third of Active Duty
members are married with children and 5.4 per-
cent are single parents. The largest group of
children is between birth and 5 years old
(469,129). The next largest groups are between
the ages of 6 and 11 years old (375,000) and
between the ages of 12 and 18 years old

by CNIC Public Affairs; Photo by Lt. j.g. Caleb Booher, Asst. PAO

Sunchase Apartments
5445 South Alameda

(361) 991-7720
FREE extended basic cable,  

water and gas

Windrush Apartments
4322 Kostoryz

(361) 854-9951
*ALL BILLS PAID

*electric, water, trash and free  
extended basic cable  

Woodbury Place  
Apartments

802 Barry St.
(361) 853-2161

FREE electric, trash and cable

Come visit any one of these three popular  
communities professionally managed by  

ARI and you will feel right at home!

 Don’t Forget to Ask About Specials!

Let’s Make  
A Deal… 

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

EST. 1949

HOWARD’S

BAR-B-Q
New Hours - 11 am - 3 pm

Monday - Saturday 
“Best Dang Bar-B-Q In Texas!”

Buy 1 Plate, Get Second  
Plate Half Off*

Must present coupon at time of order.

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★

*Restrictions Apply

2 7/16” x 2 3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir
Corpus Christi, Tx  78415

361-854-2278

2150 W. Wheeler
Aransas Pass, Tx 78336

361-758-5199

(also located in Calallen and Alice)

1700 Wildcat, Ste.#C
Portland, Tx  78374

361-643-8243

Humpal Physical Therapy
& Sports Medicine Centers
www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

•  Comprehensive Physical Therapy Outpatient Treatment
•  Provider for Champus, ChampVA, and TRICARE
•  Aquatic Therapy in Large Indoor Pools
•  Free Injury Screening
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Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.
Orthodontist

(361) 993-2333
5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees
Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday  
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Keep the Sparkle in 
Your Smile!

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

For our dental phobics we offer:
•	 Nitrous oxide gas
•	 Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
•	 Blankets and pillows  
•	 Walkmans 
•	 Warm towels 

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

Airline at S. Padre Island Drive 
Corpus Christi, Texas   

(361) 993-2900
SEARS  •  BURLINGTON COAT FACTORY  •  STEIN MART

MALL

Anna’s Ice Cream
Cookies & More
Delightful Deli

En Rosa
Gyros & Kabob

Juanito’s
La Duena
La Vida

Orange Julius
Oriental Express
Pretzel World

Wendy’s

Anna’s Ice Cream
Cookies & More
Delightful Deli

En Rosa
Gyros & Kabob

Juanito’s
La Duena
La Vida

Orange Julius
Oriental Express
Pretzel World

Wendy’s

Wayne “Wizard” Hettich, who comes in every Tuesday to pour molds,  finishes
up a two-piece strawberry pot as a customized order for a patron. (Photo by
Anne Booher, Editor)

Ceramic shop offers unique,
customizable molds for the arts-
and-crafts lover
by Lt. j.g. Caleb Booher, Asst. PAO

You may not know it, but for the last three
decades, NAS Corpus Christi has had a Ce-
ramic Hobby Shop on base where folks can
purchase, customize or even create artistic ce-
ramic articles for themselves or as gifts. For the
past few years, the shop has been located on
western end of E Street, next to the Auto Hobby
Shop.

Clarice Bookamer, the shop’s owner, has
been an avid ceramic artist for thirteen years.
Her work has won her an astounding number
of “Best in Show” awards at national competi-
tions and even two prestigious “Freddy”
awards and one “Peggy” (the two highest
awards in ceramics competition).

Of her many winning pieces, one is a large
platter featuring a hand carved eagle in war paint
commemorating the beginning of the wars in
Afghanistan and Iraq. “When something hap-
pens in this world,” she said sincerely, “this is
how I deal with it.”

Bookamer is in the midst of planning a sum-
mer program to teach kids, eight years old and
up, all about artistic ceramics and get their cre-
ative energies flowing. According to Bookamer,
the program, tentatively planned to start up June
1, is her effort to introduce kids to her passion
and hopefully pass on her artistic fervor.

Wayne “Wizard” Hettich, the ceramic
shop’s former owner, still makes his way by the
shop on Tuesdays to do most of the mold pour-
ing. The shop has more than ten thousand molds
varying in design from the simplest flower pots
and coffee mugs to the more complex dragons
and chess pieces and even a bust of the quint-
essential cowboy, John Wayne.

Aside from the many ceramics classes they
offer, Bookamer and Hettich have also created
many custom items. They offer an array of “very
customizable” military commemorative pieces
including steins, statues and military insignia.
“I am customizing a detailed stein for a gentle-
man who is retiring very soon,” said Bookamer,
pridefully showing the piece. She pointed out a
spot on the side of the stein where she planned
to embed the gentleman’s command coin.

According to Bookamer, the shop sees

about three hundred customers per month. “It
picks up around the holiday season,” she said,
but there are “so many other occasions.” For
birthdays, retirements and promotions, ceramic
art is “always a great, meaningful gift, and a joy
to create.”

The ceramic shop has become a 30-year
staple on NASCC, providing a great facility to
practice or learn a new craft. Stop by sometime
even if ceramics “aren’t your thing.” Clarice
Bookamer’s Freddy-winning “Crown Prince”
frog is worth seeing.

Clarice Bookamer, the shop owner,
stands with the “Crown Prince,” her
hand-painted creation, which has won
numerous awards. (Photo by Lt. j.g. Caleb
Booher, Asst. PAO)

mansion’s guestroom is available. As they
made their bed on the hard floor, the older
angel saw a hole in the wall and repaired it.
The next night, the pair came to rest at the
house of a very poor, but very hospitable
farmer and his wife. After sharing what little
food they had, the couple let the angels sleep
in their bed where they could have a good
night’s rest. The next morning, the angels
found the farmer and his wife in tears. Their
only cow, whose milk had been their sole in-
come, lay dead in the field. The younger an-
gel was infuriated and asked the older angel,
“How could you have let this happen?  The
first man had everything, yet you helped him,”
she accused. “The second family had little
but was willing to share everything, and you
let their cow die.” The older angel replied,
“When we stayed in the basement of the man-
sion, I noticed there was gold in that hole in
the wall. Since the owner was so obsessed
with greed and unwilling to share his good
fortune, I sealed the wall so he wouldn’t find
it. Then last night as we slept in the farmer
bed, the angel of death came for his wife. I
gave her the cow instead.”

Chaplain continued from page 2

Services ensure that safety is top priority. The
MAFTD is controlled by the Safety Opera-
tor, who works closely with the Lead Instruc-
tor and group instructors via headphones.
The Lead Instructor is also outfitted with a
safety pendant that he can release if some-
thing goes wrong with the burn and the fire
will stop immediately.

At the end of the day, 193 students from
HM-15 completed the Shipboard Aircraft
Firefighting Training and as they move from
station to station, they will be informed and
well-prepared for an emergency, should it
arise.

Fire Training continued from page 1

aircraft should warm the hearts of some of
our veterans.

Commander “Dusty” Rhodes, a former
commanding officer for the Blue Angels when
they were home-ported here in Corpus Christi
(they are now home-ported in Pensacola, FL)
in the 1950s is coming to the Air Show to visit
and share some of his experiences with our
guests.

Since 1946, the Blue Angels have flown
eight types of aircraft; the Grumman F6F
Hellcat, June-August 1946; Grumman F8F
Bearcat, August 1946-1949; Grumman F9F-2
Panther (first jet), 1949-June 1950 and
Grumman F9F-5 Panther 1951-Winter 1954/55;
(4) Grumman F9F-8 Cougar, Winter 1954-55-
mid-season 1957; (5) Grumman F11F-1 Tiger
(first supersonic jet), mid-season 1957-1969;
(6) McDonnell Douglas F-4J Phantom II, 1969-
December 1974; (7) McDonnell Douglas A-
4F Skyhawk II, December 1974-November
1986; (8) Boeing F/A-18 Hornet, November
1986-Present.

“We’re going to have a great show and I
expect to see some really talented pilots thrill-
ing the crowd with performances that will be
very memorable,” said Coolidge. “And these
guys (Blue Angels) never disappoint. I think
it’ll be the best show of the season, and I’m
glad we’re able to do this.”

“Bring the family, plan on having a great
time, and come see what our military has to
offer,” he continued. For more information
about the Air Show, view the website:
www.CorpusChristiairshow.com or please
contact the Public Affairs Office at (361) 961-
2674.

Blue Angels continued from page 1
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servicemembers and their families directly im-
pacted by combat in our Global War on Terror-
ism,” said Schanche. “The assistance can range
from food and lodging expenses for a family
member to remain at the bedside of a wounded
service member, beyond the seven days pro-
vided by the military, to expediting transporta-
tion while families wait for invitational travel
orders. Furthermore, if a wounded service mem-
ber has more than three family members who
want to be at the bedside, then NMCRS can
provide assistance for the additional family
members to be with their loved one. NMCRS
may also assist servicemember once they re-
turn home, such as with modifications for handi-
cap access.

“Bottom line here is we in the armed forces
have always taken care of our own; thankfully,
we don’t have to do it alone.”

Force Master Chief’s words could not be
more truthful. I cannot stress just how impor-
tant the NMCRS is to our Navy/Marine Corps
family! The money donated to the Relief Soci-
ety doesn’t just fall into a black hole somewhere
(or into some politician’s pockets). This money
goes to your Navy/Marine Corps brother or
sister serving right next to you.

Take advantage of this extension, folks.
Give if you can. Imagine how thankful you may
be someday if you ever need the services of
the Navy Marine Corps Relief Society.

CMC continued from page 2

The HM-15 Officer’s Wives Club presented Tambi Parker, Director of the NASCC Navy/Marine Corps Relief
Society, with a donation check on April 3. Pictured from left to right are Tara Albarado, Laura Padula, Gina Judernatz,
Tambi Parker, Wendy Patterson, Cindra Dowd, Lori Bennett, and Kendi Taylor.
(Photo by Lt. j.g. Caleb Booher, Asst. Public Affairs Officer)

The Flour Bluff Intermediate students participating in Eggbert’s Crash Lander, in which the
students apply their knowledge of Newton’s Laws of Motion.  (Photo by Crystal Trujillo)

Starbase Atlantis’ summer program is open for registration! New students may sign up for the Level 1 class,
which offers science, technology, engineering and math focuses. Students will build model rockets, learn
computerated design, design a space station, learn how airplanes fly, visit hangars, and fly on-base flight simula-
tors. The goal of Starbase Atlantis Level 1 is to demystify science, learn teamwork skills, and also helping children
live a drug-free life.

Students who have completed Level 1 may enroll in Level 2, an advanced academy that will focus strictly on
robots. Using the Lego NXT system, which uses Lego parts along with an Ultrasound sensor, touch and light
sensor using endofactors, students will program the robot to do certain tasks based on its surroundings. Students
will learn the history of robotics, different types of robots, what robots do, and get to build and program their own
robots.

The deadline for Level 1 registration is April 25. The deadline for Level 2 registration is May 1. Classes will be
from 8:15 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for one week. For more information on the programs, or to sign up, call Crystal Trujillo at
961-5318.

Starbase Atlantis opens summer registration

On April 3, Corpus Christi Army Depot (CCAD) received  America’s
Blood Centers’ (ABC) 10th Annual Most Productive Blood Drive Award.
This national award is presented to organizations that demonstrate an
exceptional commitment to supporting the volunteer blood commu-
nity and raising awareness of the need for blood donations.

For nearly 20 years, CCAD employees have donated to the Coastal
Bend Blood Center on a monthly basis. Their donations serve as a
constant support to the area’s blood supply throughout the year, in-
cluding the summer and holiday months. Located on Naval Air Station
Corpus Christi, CCAD employs approximately 3,640 employees and
draws more than 1,000 units a year.

“CCAD employees are a wonderful group of individuals to work
with and we are excited that their commitment to blood donation is
being recognized on the national level,” said Corey Survant, Vice Presi-
dent of Mobile Operations. “By scheduling blood drives on a monthly
basis and producing consistent numbers, they have truly become a
staple in our blood supply.”

CCAD representatives received their award at the ABC Annual
Awards Banquet at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Arlington, VA on March
26. (Photo and caption by CCAD Public Affairs)

During a CCAD Blood Drive, Belinda Fuentes takes
blood from donor Santiago Zapata, a CCAD employee.

Base In 2007

LN1 Ignacio Tercero, stationed aboard Naval Station
Ingleside, drives his 1973 Fiat 500 decked out in its Easter
finest. Waving to the camera is his son, Marc Anthony. The
annual MWR Hippity Hoppity Egg Hunt was held at Windy
Shores, in Aransas Pass, March 31. Mother Nature was not in
a good mood, however. April showers came a day early, and
rained out most of the day’s planned activities, such as face
painting, necklace making, bicycle races and egg hunts, which
were rescheduled for a later date. The only thing that wasn’t
rained on was the parade, which started at 10 a.m. and wound
its way along one of the main streets of Windy Shores. Prizes
were awarded for best decorated ride, silliest costume and most
creative costume. (Photo by Mike Antoine, NS Ingleside PAO)

In honor of the Month of the Military Child, as well as the upcoming holiday, children at
the Child Development Center run through the playground at the facility to find hidden
Easter eggs on April 6. From left to right are Jayden Gonzalez, Ryin Young, Quan Little,
Talia Ortiz, Corey Lacy and Ty Ware. The Month of the Military Child was opened
officially on April 2  by Capt. Tim Coolidge who read an official proclamation and a
ribbon cutting ceremony was held. The Child Care centers on base will hold special
events specificaly to honor the contributions children make to their parent or parents
in the military. (Photo by Lt. Teresa Cassidy)

Easter Celebrations

Ensign Griffin Hetrick and Ensign Kenneth Relethford are the latest Boomers to make the Commodore’s
List with distinction. This award was presented to Ensign Hetrick and Ensign Relethford for sustained
superior performance in ground academics, flight performance above that of their peers, and graduating
in the top 5% of all Student Military Aviators. Pictured from left to right are Commodore David M.
Maynard, Ensign Griffin Hetrick, Ensign Kenneth Relethford, and VT-27 CO Eric J. Hendrickson.
(Photo by Kelly Flynn, VT-27 Public Affairs Officer)

Commodore’s List


