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by Bill Love, NHCC Public Affairs

Captain James P. Rice, Medical Corps, U.S.
Navy, relinguishes command of Naval Hospi-
tal Corpus Christi on May 24 to Captain Rob-
ert B. Sorenson, Medical Corps, U. S. Navy, in
a mid-morning Change of Command Ceremony
at the U.S. Coast Guard Hangar 41.

Rice became the hospital’s 32nd Command-
ing Officer on June 24, 2005 and now will travel
to San Diego, Calif.  He is the Prospective Com-
manding Officer, Military Treatment Facility,
onboard the Military Sealift Command (MSC)
hospital ship USNS Mercy (T-AH 19).

During his two-year tenure in South Texas,
Rice is credited with achieving Navy Medicine’s
operational and high quality economic health care
“Whole Goals” for Navy Medicine East, at Naval
Air Station Corpus Christi, Naval Air Station
Kingsville, Naval Station Ingleside and Joint Re-
serve Base Fort Worth, Texas.

Despite deployment of up to 25 percent of
active duty staff for eight major deployments, total-
ing 983 days, the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
recognized Rice’s leadership for leading the com-
mand to efficiency advantages.

Under Rice’s guidance, the command accom-
plished unprecedented critical war fighter readiness,

superior beneficiary service and family readiness
for 134 Active Duty and Reserve Commands and
18,000 beneficiaries, within the Navy Region South-
east Area of Responsibility.

The command also expanded access to direct
patient care, dental services and utilization of DoD
pharmaceutical resources, while significantly reduc-
ing private sector care expenditures.

Cultivating cooperation and top quality ser-
vice, Rice’s team also focused on employing best

Fair winds and
following seas to
NHCC Capt. Rice

Rice

VT-28 Rangers
CO: “The best
job I’ve ever had”

NHCC continued on page 6 VT-28 continued on page 6

On June 1st, the VT-28 Rangers will say
farewell to their skipper, Cmdr. Jim Fisher. Under
the high roof of Hangar 58, Fisher will pass the
torch to his XO, Cmdr. Michael Leupold.

“Time goes too fast,” said Fisher. “It’s the
best job I’ve ever had - flying every day, train-
ing the future of Navy and Marine Corps Avia-
tion. I went to work every day with a smile on
my face; I came home every day with a smile on
my face.”

Fisher, a native of Buffalo, N.Y., graduated
from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1987 and was
designated a Naval Aviator in 1989 through HT-
18 at Whiting Field, Fla.

“I had never been in Corpus prior to this,”
he said. “It’s a great Navy community down here.
Really solid. We’re really going to miss that as a
military family.”

Fisher has garnered many awards and
achievements throughout his career, including
a CNATRA Instructor of the Year Award in 1994,
a Rear Adm. Paulson Award for Inspirational
Leadership in 1998 and a Masters Degree in
National Security and Strategic Studies from the
Navy War College in Newport, R.I.

All these, he says, result from his love of

the job. “Obviously, I don’t want to leave this
job. I get to fly almost every day. How many of
my colleagues get to do this at this age?”

Fisher and his family are heading to San
Diego next. But as excited as they are about
Southern California is, they are still going to miss
Corpus Christi. “My 8 year old told me the other
day, ‘Daddy, I’m really going to miss it here.’
We’ve had a great time in South Texas. This is
probably the best family time we’ve ever spent.”

Fisher

by Lt. j.g. Caleb Booher, Asst. PAO

Hurricane preparedness: “Have a kit, have a plan, have insurance.”
by Anne Booher, Editor

With Hurricane Season officially begin-
ning on June 1, it’s best to prepare yourself
and your family now for what may lie in the
months ahead. Getting a hurricane kit ready
now will ensure you and your family are well-
prepared for an evacuation. DCC Patrick
Buckley suggests the following adage for
your hurricane preparedness: “Have a kit”
with important personal documents in a wa-
terproof container, a three-day supply of food,
water, and clothing, and cash on hand. “Have
a plan” for evacuation and know the route
you will take to get to your “safe haven,”
whether it is Lackland Air Force Base’s
Evacuee Center or elsewhere. And finally,
“Have insurance.” There is nothing worse
than being displaced without the documen-
tation you need to collect on damage to your
car, home, or must provide proof of medical
insurance. In extreme cases, if your home is in
a disaster area, you will have to show proof
that you live there (either with a utility bill,
copy of paid property taxes, or a copy of your
home insurance) to gain access to the area.
For information regarding hurricane kits or
questions prior to a storm or evacuation,
please call Emergency Management at (361)
961-2385 /1743 or contact the Base Hurricane
Season Info Line at (877) 989-6743.

A sate l l i te  image
shows Hurricane
Katr ina  moving
toward land during
August  2005.
Taking prevent-
at ive  measures
now to  inform
yourself and your
family  of  evac-
uation procedures
and knowing your
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
after you evacuate
can make a l l  the
difference in keep-
ing everyone safe
and accouted for.

(Photo available by
public domain)

YOUR HURRICANE KIT
· In a waterproof container, store
documents including: car registration,
deeds to your home, marriage and birth
certificates, insurance information,
passports and any other important
documentation.
· Battery-powered flashlights and
radios; extra batteries
· First aid kit; non-prescription drugs
· 3-day supply of food (ready-to-eat),
water (1 gallon per person per day);
can opener; utility knife
· Personal hygeine items, soap, toilet
paper
· Change of clothing and sturdy shoes
or boots; rain gear
· Blankets or sleeping bags
· Necessities for babies such as
formula, diapers, bottles, medications
· Prescription medicines, insulin,
contact lenses, glasses
·  Cash, in case ATMs do not work
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ALL NEW 2007 JEEP PATRIOT

(1) Current and retired personnel, veterans and their immediate family members receive an additional $500 military bonus on the purchase or lease of a new Jeep Liberty, Grand Cherokee and 
Commander. Excludes SRT models. Must present current military ID, retirement or discharge paper at time of purchase. To be eligible retirees must have at least 20 years of service. See your 
dealer for details. (2) 15 city/19 hwy EPA EST MPG results depend on driving habits and conditions. (3) Star ratings are part of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s SaferCar.gov program 
(www.safercar.gov). (4) Based on Automotive News 2006 Entry-Level SUV segment and sales data. (5) $3,500 cash allowance depending on model. (6) 0% APR Financing for 60 months = $16.67 
per month per $1,000 for well-qualified buyers with 10% down through Chrysler Financial. Not all buyers will qualify. (7) Based on EPA estimates. Jeep is a registered trademark of 

DaimlerChrysler Corporation. Chrysler Financial is a business unit of DaimlerChrysler Financial Services. 

SEE YOUR TEXAS JEEP®  DEALER. jeep.com/texas

A $500 JEEP MILITARY BONUS
on Jeep Liberty, Commander & Grand Cherokee(1)

ALL NEW 2007 JEEP WRANGLER ALL NEW 2007 JEEP COMPASS ALL NEW 2007 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED

CASH 
ALLOWANCE(5)

$3,500 + BONUS 
CASH

$1,000

OR generous offers on Jeep vehicles.

TOTAL CASH 
ALLOWANCE= $4,500UP 

TO +

FINANCING 
FOR

MONTHS
ON SELECT 2007 JEEP VEHICLES 
AT PARTICIPATING DEALERS. (6)60% APR

BONUS 
CASH

$1,000
OR

30 HWY 
(8)MPG(7)

MSRP Starting at 

$14,985$ Standard Electronic 
Stability Program

MSRP Starting at 

$19,145$
30 HWY 
(8)MPG(7)

MSRP Starting at 

$15,235$
AFTER $750 CASH ALLOWANCE

All-New 4-door 
versatility

MSRP Starting at 

$20,890$

0ALSO 
RECEIVE

ALL RANKS RECEIVE 
THIS PRIVILEGE

2007 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED
• 5-Star Government Crash Test Rating(2)

• Standard Electronic Stability Program

2007 JEEP LIBERTY LIMITED
• Best Selling SUV in its Class(3)

• Standard Electronic Stability Program

2007 JEEP COMMANDER LIMITED
• Available 5.7 Liter HEMI® with MDS 

Fuel-Saving Technology(2) • 7-Passenger Seating
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Worship Services
CATHOLIC WORSHIP SERVICE	
Base Catholic Chapel			 
Sunday Mass  - 8:30 a.m.
Daily Mass:  
Monday - Friday – 11:30 a.m.
Religious Education: Sunday – 9:45 a.m.

PROTESTANT WORSHIP SERVICE
Base Protestant Chapel
Protestant Worship Service: 
Sunday  - 10 a.m.
Sunday Bible Study – 8:45 a.m. 

JEWISH WORSHIP SERVICE
*Temple Beth El (4402 Saratoga Blvd.)
Friday at 7:30 p.m.  
(with dinner to follow)
For further information call 
Temple Beth El at 857-8181

ISLAMIC WORSHIP SERVICE
Islamic Society of South Texas  
(7341 McArdle Rd.)	
Jumah Service – 1:30 p.m.
For other worship service times, 
call 992-8550

From The Skipper

Chaplain’s Column

Coolidge

by Capt. T.E. Coolidge

by Chaplain Tim Gault

Legal Corner
by Lt. j.g. Candice Albright, JAGC
Texas Landlord-Tenant law and the servicemember: Early termination of a lease

Legal continued on page 4

During a visit to the hospital, I re-learned humility

A Great Strength

Captain continued on page 10

Gault

We just recently concluded the Navy’s
Spring 2007 Physical Readiness Test. How
did you do? I hope you accomplished all
your goals. Some may already be looking
forward to the next one with anticipation,
as I am. The Chaplain Department created
a departmental award for our member with
the highest PRT average. That person’s
name appears on a “Mighty Mouse” plaque
in our hallway and will stay there until the
next round of PRTs. Come by to take a look.
It is a small matter, but a bit of fun and com-
petition for us in the department. Next time,
I want to have greater strength for the run
portion. Here’s a “newsflash:” I will not get
any faster unless I build my leg muscles.
And, I will not build my leg muscles if I do
not use them. In other words, if I want to
do better at running, I have to do more run-
ning. I know, call me a “genius.”

In the Bible, there is a prophet known

as the “weeping prophet.” His name is
Jeremiah. One day he questioned God be-
cause of the trouble he faced. God’s re-
sponse was to ask him how he ever expected
to face big challenges if the little ones wore
him out. “If racing against mere men makes
you tired, how will you race against
horses?” (Jeremiah 12:5). Now, resist the
temptation to get lost in the image of a man
racing a horse. The big idea here is that the
little challenges prepare us for the greater
ones. You may be facing challenges that
are tough for you right now. Know this:
There is a loving God who may be using
those things to prepare you for something
greater. The “smaller” challenges are nec-
essary to work out your abilities and to give
you wisdom for future opportunities.

I met a Navy Captain in Bahrain who is
well-known for developing a tap code that
POWs used to maintain communication. He

was in Bahrain as a special liaison to the
leaders of multiple foreign militaries. This
man had once been
kept as a prisoner in
Vietnam and tortured
for his countrymen.
He taught at the Na-
val War College and
has held numerous
highly-esteemed posi-
tions in Navy leader-
ship. One night, he
told me that he felt the
culmination of all his
life experience coming
to bear in the job he was holding. He was
fully aware that he needed all those experi-
ences to face the critical responsibilities he
held. He had a deep sense of God’s pur-
pose in his life. I hope you, too, know a
sense of purpose and meaning in your life.

One of the most frequent problems the
legal assistance office sees from sailors and
marines concerns landlord-tenant law; spe-
cifically, the early termination of residential

leases. As we all know,
military members PCS
frequently and receive
last-minute deploy-
ment orders. It is for
these reasons that
specific laws have
been passed in Texas
and by the federal
government in order to
protect military mem-
bers from fees, penal-
ties, and bad credit as
a result of early termi-

nation of a residential lease. However, these
laws offer only narrow protection for two spe-
cific situations: PCS moves and deployment
for 90 days or more. There are many situa-
tions that servicemembers face due to their
military obligations which, if not contained
in the lease agreement at the time it is signed,

are not protected against the consequences
of early termination.

Under the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act (SCRA) and Texas Landlord-Tenant Law,
a servicemember may terminate early the lease
of a home, apartment or other property in
which she or he lives if she or he receives
PCS orders or orders to deploy for 90 days or
more. In order to utilize these protective laws,
a servicemember must: (1) Provide the land-
lord or the manager of the rental property with
a written notice of termination at least 30 days
prior to the requested termination date of the
lease; and (2) a copy of his or her military
orders. If you pay rent on a monthly basis, as
most of us do, then you must provide notice
at least 30 days from the date the next pay-
ment is due after receipt of your orders. So, if
you receive orders of the 15th of May, and
your rent is due on the 1st of June, then your
obligation on the lease does not end until the
end of June.

A landlord is under no obligation to let a
member out of the lease early for such things
as active duty retirement, moving to govern-

ment quarters within the same duty area, en-
tering into a new lease agreement with a dif-
ferent landlord, deployment for less than 90
days or any other “military related” move
which is not included in the lease at the time
it is signed. However, you can be proactive
and protect yourself should any of these fore-
seeable events occur by including early ter-
mination protection for these events as a term
in your lease. In order for this to work, how-
ever, you must do this before signing the
lease. The reason is because a residential lease
is a contract – plain and simple.

Basic contract law allows for two or more
parties to come together and agree to almost
anything they want. Once both parties sign a
contract, it becomes a legal and enforceable
agreement. Thus, if you do not like the lease
the landlord offers, you can ask to include
early termination protection for any of the
above-listed, legitimate “military related”
moves before the final lease is signed by both
you and the landlord. Approach the landlord

As we approach this Memorial Day week-
end, I want to share a few thoughts with you.
Some of you have heard me talk about a group

of us from the base
who traveled to the
Brooke Army Medical
Center (BAMC) in San
Antonio a little while
back. Let me tell you,
we went there to offer
our support and good
wishes to service mem-
bers who have been
hurt in Afghanistan,
Iraq, aboard ships, and

other places where our Nation has ordered
them. Well, we got more from them than they
got from us.

Here are some folks whose lives have

changed forever: some have lost limbs, or
sight, or are burned and will forever carry
scars on their bodies that we can all see…not
to mention the scars they carry inside, in their
hearts and psyche. These are the scars we
can’t see and sometimes bring nightmares.

I was amazed to meet them. They are he-
roes by every definition of the word. Instead
of being despondent, they looked us all
straight in the eye. Rather than needing to be
cheered up, they were humble and spoke of
others in their group whom they admired and
respected for their strength and courage.
They were positive, upbeat and supportive
of each other. They talked to us, whose cour-
age was untested, as if we were equals. When
we walked away, we stood a little taller, and
walked with more determination and humility.
Our work days seemed less stressful and the

pride of service to our nation was overflow-
ing. You don’t meet people like this and not
walk away changed for the better!

I learned a little more about leadership
and courage; and this, from servicemembers
whose lives are changed forever. It was the
way they treated each other, the way they
spoke about their injuries, the way they lived
and looked forward to the future. These folks
are clear examples of our core values of Honor,
Courage, and Commitment.

The visit taught me that we all have so
much to be grateful for…far too many bless-
ings to list in this column. A healthy family,
my own good health (although with my re-
cent birthday, the doctors have taken plea-
sure in poking and prodding in ways I hadn’t

Albright
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HOWARD’S

BAR-B-Q
New Hours - 11 am - 3 pm

Monday - Saturday 
“Best Dang Bar-B-Q In Texas!”

Buy 1 Plate, Get Second  
Plate Half Off*

Must present coupon at time of order.

1002 ANTELOPE - 882-1200
ALSO VISIT US AT:

AMERICAN BANK CENTER AND 
WHATABURGER FIELD

★

*Restrictions Apply

U.S. NAVAL SEA CADET CORPS

WHO CAN JOIN?
League Cadets - ages 11 to 13

Sea Cadets - ages 13 to 17
Adult Volunteers 

WHAT DO SEA CADETS DO?
Monthly Weekend Drills
10-14 Day Boot Camp

Summer & Holiday Advanced Training 
With Navy / Coast Guard / Marines 
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

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�

Ministries. . .�
Media, Benevolence, Music,�

Children and Youth�
Young Women of Excellence�

Nursing Home�
Outreach�

“Above and Beyond”

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Cammie Briquelet
Realtor®

Direct (361) 549-8555
Fax (361) 225-2853

E-mail cammie@kw.com
www.cammieb.com

4518 Everhart Road 
Suite 101   

Corpus Christi, Texas 78411

Clark and Associates
Attorneys-at-Law
4639 Corona
Suite 2AA
Corpus Christi TX 78411

(361) 887-7200

• Clearing Title Conditions
• Property Transactions
• Deeds
• Builders State Compliance
•	Lender Abuse

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Cathy P. Clark - Attorney
(Former Assistant Attorney General)

Real Estate and Consumer Law
•	Assist in Improving 
	 Credit Scores
•	Credit Report Problems
•	Debt Collection 
	 Problems

Certificate in Ministry Training  
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies

Master of Divinity

You will find our class schedule on our  
Web Site at www.stscs.org

Come see us at 7000 Ocean Drive,  
just past TAMU-CC,  or call us at 991-9403

The South Texas SCHOOL of 
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

offers a variety of academic opportunities in association 
with Howard Payne University and Logsdon School 
of  Theology at Hardin-Simmons University. If you are 
interested in a Christian Studies education from a fully 
accredited SACS and ATS institution here in Corpus 
Christi come see us. Our tuition is remarkably reason-
able, our professors are eminently qualified, and our 
location is convenient. Many of our classes are taught 
in the evening,  typically one night a week.

2 7/16” x 2 3/4”

5026 Deepwood Cir
Corpus Christi, Tx  78415

361-854-2278

2150 W. Wheeler
Aransas Pass, Tx 78336

361-758-5199

(also located in Calallen and Alice)

1700 Wildcat, Ste.#C
Portland, Tx  78374

361-643-8243

Humpal Physical Therapy
& Sports Medicine Centers
www.HumpalPhysicalTherapy.com

•  Comprehensive Physical Therapy Outpatient Treatment
•  Provider for Champus, ChampVA, and TRICARE
•  Aquatic Therapy in Large Indoor Pools
•  Free Injury Screening
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Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm • Sun 11am-6pm

THE
CRAB
STORE

FRESH
SHRIMP
at Good Prices

9842 S.P.I.D.
937-6618
• Soft Shell Crabs	 • Live Crabs
• Stone Crab Claws	 • Crab Meat
• Stuffed Jalapenos	 • Crab Fingers
• Deviled Crabs	 • Stuffed Flounder

Fresh Fish, Oysters & Scallops

Del Mar College  
Transportation  

Training Services
(West Campus) Old Brownsville Rd. 

& Airport Rd.
Earn your Class A CDL  

in just 3 weeks!
Classes starting every 2 weeks 

M-F 7am to 5:30 pm
Night and refresher  

courses also available.

3Tuition reimbursement  
from sponsored  

companies
3Military tuition  

assistance available 
3Government Grants 

3Job placement  
assistance

Call Now To Register
(361) 698-2707
www.delmar.edu/trucking

Ask about our  
new Bus Program

CLASSIFIEDS

✩

Anna C. Ashley, DDS, PA
5314 Everhart, Suite A
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411
361-991-0102
Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday  
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Keep the Sparkle in 
Your Smile!

Now accepting:
MetLife  •  United Concordia

CompBenefits  •  GEHA

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Ages 3 and up

For our dental phobics we offer:
•	 Nitrous oxide gas
•	 Conscious sedation (pills)
All the comforts of home including:  
•	 Blankets and pillows  
•	 Walkmans 
•	 Warm towels 

Tooth-colored fillings
Tooth whitening
Crowns, bridges and veneers
Dentures (complete and partial)
Nightguards
Root canals
Non-surgical gum therapy

CLASSIFIEDS

Buy One Key & Get 
One FREE KEY

Limit 6 sets. One coupon per 
visit. Not to be combined with 

any other offer.
Padre Island Supply Inc.

937-1473
9830 S.P.I.D.5242 Holly Rd • Corpus Christi, TX 78411 • (361) 994-9393

www.victoriaprince.com RE/MAX Metro Properties

Victoria Prince (Veteran)
(361) 991-3145  or   (361) 442-3436 (Cell)

5733 Kerry Drive

Many updates offered in this spacious ranch 
home. Large covered patio overlooks large 
back yard. New fence and storage building. 
Spacious tiled den, storm shutters,  huge stor-
age room off garage. Water softener. 3/1.5/2. 
1 block from Browne mid. school.  $123,900.

HOW TO PLACE  
A CLASSIFIED AD

Free classified ad in Wingspan for all 
Military and DoD Personnel (non-com-
mercial ads only) submit via e-mail to: 
wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com or fax 
to 361-884-9019. No phone calls for free 
ads please. Please restrict free ads to 25 
words or less. 

Paid Classified Ads - 50¢ per word - with a 
24 word minimum. Please call D.J. Young 
Publishing at 361-814-0866 with credit 
card information. Paid ads may be e-mailed 
to: wingspannewspaper@yahoo.com.

FOR SALE: Uniforms: Navy Dress White 
Choker, 42R, worn once, $70.00. Dress 
white pants, 32 x 32, $15.00.  White leather 
shoes, 10 ½ D, $35.00.  White belt, up to 43, 
$5.00.  (361) 777-2161.
 
FOR SALE: 1999 Dodge Avenger, fully load-
ed, gray leather interior, light blue exterior , 2 
door coupe, 98k, good condition.$5000  call 
361-729-3914.

FOR SALE:  Whirlpool “Gold UltraEase Plus” 
25.2 Cubic Foot Side-by-Side (White) Re-
frigerator, paid $1495 new will sell for $500. 
Whirlpool, Gas dryer (White), HD, Super 
Capacity. Propane. Can be converted to 
Natural Gas. $75.00. Computer desk, solid 
wood, $100. 361-779-1979.

FOR SALE: Leather, three cushion couch, 
beige, paid $650 new will take $300. Sony 
36” flat screen Trinitron color TV, $500. Love 
seat, cloth, light brown, new $450 will sell 
for $150. 361-986-9697.

FOR SALE: Disney Comic Book Collec-
tion (400+)  Mostly 1960’s-1970’s.  Valued 
@ $2000+, Will sell all in 1 lot for $1200 
obo.Email for list.rrriddle@earthlink.net  
361.384.2930.

For rent on Island. Moving Sale: 
Queen Size Wood 4 Poster Bed - $175 OBO; 
Wood desk w/ hutch - $65 OBO; Small wood 
desk - $40 OBO; 26” Phillips TV - $75; 28” 
Panasonic Flatscreen TV - $100. Call (573) 
529-0942 or (573) 529-9599.

Apartment for Rent all bills paid $500, 
cable, security gate, pots, linens, TV, stove, 
refrigerator, microwave, king size bed, di-
nette, large closets, Call 361-549-6862.

FOR SALE NEAR NAS Beautiful Updated 3-2-2,  
3306 Otranto, 139K; New appliances, gran-
ite, crown, tile, fireplace and Tropical land-
scaping. By Appointment; 857-2777.

UNFURNISHED HOME FOR RENT Beautiful Vil-
lage at the Lakes Home. 4 Bedroom 3 
Full Bath 2 car garage and Storage shed. 
2400+ sq ft/Refrigerator and Washer/Dryer. 
$1700 month. New interior Paint, Cathedral 
Ceilings,Dual dining and living areas. Adja-
cent to Luther Jones Elementary. Contact 
361-992-4990.

FOR SALE: Louis Vuitton handbag, Speedy 
25, Like New, Mint Condition. 10” L x 7” H 
x 6” W. $475. Birkenstock Arizona 2 strap 
leather sandals, dark brown, New,  Size: 
Womens 7-71/2 or Mens 5-51/2. $50. 361-
814-7744. 
 
Padre Island Rental. Like new water-
front townhome. 3 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2 
living, deck, dock for large boats, 2 car ga-
rage. $1700 Call Alice 361-877-2010. 

FOR SALE: Beautiful off-white couch, nearly 
new: $400. Off-white over-sized chair and a 
half:$100.  Both for only $450.  Contact So-
nya at 361-658-4637.

EXECUTIVE COASTAL PROPERTIES Walk on the 
beach from your condo! 2 bdrms, 2.5 baths, 
furnished, spa/pool. For sales $265,000 
owner finance or lease monthly. Deposit, ap-
plication fee, no pets. Call Ellen 834-9899.

FOR SALE: Dining table w/6 chs & hutch $700.
Childs Cinderella Elect car $175. Strat Pak 
elect guitar $200.00 Call 361-334-0856.

SOUTHSIDE	 ALAMEDA	 BAY AREA	 CALALLEN	 PORTLAND
992-6458	 855-7346	 985-1418	 241-9541	 643-2518
5945 Saratoga	 3435 S. Alameda	 7121 SPID	 13725 NW Blvd	 1929 W. Hwy 181
Across from	 Next to	 In the Bay Area	 Across from	 In the
Spohn Hospital	 Driscoll Children’s	 Medical Office	 Calallen High	 Crescent Center
South	 Hospital	 Building	 School	 Building

www.thechildrensclinic.com  •  Since 1952

You want the best healthcare for 
your child. So, how can we help?

• New Patients Welcome 
• Usually Get Same Day Appointment

• 5 Convenient Locations
• Weekend Office Hours    • Se habla español

• We work with all local providers, including Blue Cross/Blue Shield, 
CHIP, Humana, and Eetna 

• A Medicaid Provider is on site to determine eligibility

Spa Retreat Gift Certificate Packages from $63
994-9401  •  817 Everhart at Staples

www.anthonysdayspa.com

Traveling to Mexico this summer? Know the risks and be prepared
U.S. citizens residing and traveling in

Mexico should exercise caution when in un-
familiar areas and be aware of their surround-
ings at all times. Violence by criminal elements
affects many parts of the country, urban and
rural, including border areas. In recent
months, there have been execution-style mur-
ders of Mexican officials in Tamaulipas (par-
ticularly Nuevo Laredo), Michoacan, Baja
California, Guerrero (particularly Acapulco),
Nuevo Leon (especially in and around
Monterrey) and other states. Though there
is no evidence that U.S. citizens are specifi-
cally targeted, Mexican and foreign bystand-
ers have been injured or killed in some vio-
lent attacks demonstrating the heightened risk
in public places.

In its effort to combat violence, the Gov-
ernment of Mexico has deployed military
troops in various parts of the country. U.S.
citizens are advised to cooperate with official
checkpoints when traveling on Mexican high-
ways.

In recent years, dozens of U.S. citizens
have been kidnapped in Nuevo Laredo with
more than two dozen cases still unresolved
and new cases of kidnap for ransom continue
to be reported. No one can be considered
immune from kidnapping on the basis of oc-
cupation, nationality, or other factors. Drug
cartel members have been known to follow
and harass U.S. citizens traveling in their ve-
hicles, particularly in border areas including
Nuevo Laredo and Matamoros. U.S. citizens
who believe they are being followed should
notify officials as soon as possible. U.S. citi-
zens should make every attempt to travel on
main roads during daylight hours, particu-

larly the toll roads, which are generally more
secure. It is preferable for U.S. citizens to stay
in well-known tourist destinations and tour-
ist areas of the cities with more adequate se-
curity.

U.S. citizens should refrain from display-
ing expensive-looking jewelry, large amounts
of money, or other valuable items.

U.S. citizens traveling to Oaxaca City
should be aware that from May to November
2006, protests in the city became increasingly
violent, resulting in at least nine deaths. On
October 27, 2006, a U.S.citizen was shot and
killed in Oaxaca City as a result of the vio-
lence and disorder caused by ongoing civil
unrest in the city. Many of the issues that
were the basis for the protests remain unre-
solved. U.S. citizens planning to travel to
Oaxaca City should check on current condi-
tions before beginning their travel.

Demonstrations occur frequently
throughout Mexico and are usually peaceful.
However, even demonstrations intended to
be peaceful can turn confrontational and es-
calate into violence unexpectedly. During vio-
lent demonstrations or law enforcement op-
erations, U.S. citizens are reminded to remain
in their homes or hotels, avoid large crowds,
and avoid the downtown and surrounding
areas. Since the timing and routes of sched-
uled marches and demonstrations are always
subject to change, U.S. citizens should moni-
tor local media sources for new developments
and exercise extreme caution while within the
vicinity of any protests.

The State Department reminds U.S. citi-
zens to avoid participating in demonstrations
and other activities that might be deemed po-

litical by Mexican authorities. The Mexican
Constitution prohibits political activities by
foreigners, and such actions may result in
detention and/or deportation.

If you are planning a trip to Mexico,
NASCC Security Officer Jeff Shields sug-

gests, “Always research the area you are
about to visit. Find out areas that should be
avoided and stay away from them. It also
helps to learn a little something about the
customs and traditions of the host country,

In recent months, many security concerns have risen for U.S. citizens travelling
in Mexico, including kidnapping, burglary and murder. The best way for you to
stay safe during your visit is to educate yourself and those traveling with you.

Mexico continued on page 10

Courtesy of the U.S. Department of State with contributions from NASCC Security Officer Lt. Cmdr. Jeff Shields
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I AM THE AMERICAN SAILOR.

HEAR MY VOICE, AMERICA! THOUGH I SPEAK THROUGH THE MIST OF YEARS, MY
SHOUT FOR FREEDOM WILL ECHO THROUGH LIBERTY’S HALLS FOR MANY CENTURIES TO

COME. HEAR ME SPEAK, FOR MY WORDS ARE OF TRUTHS AND JUSTICE, AND THE
RIGHTS OF MAN. FOR THOSE IDEALS, I HAVE SPILLED MY BLOOD UPON THE WORLD’S

TROUBLED WATERS. LISTEN WELL, FOR MY TIME IS ETERNAL – YOURS IS BUT A
MOMENT. I AM THE SPIRIT OF HEROES PAST AND FUTURE.

I AM THE AMERICAN SAILOR.
I WAS BORN UPON THE ICY SHORES AT PLYMOUTH, ROCKED UPON THE WAVES OF

THE ATLANTIC, AND NURSED IN THE WILDERNESS OF VIRGINIA. I CUT MY TEETH ON
NEW ENGLAND CODFISH, AND I WAS CLOTHED IN SOUTHERN COTTON. I BUILT MUSCLE

AT THE HALYARDS OF NEW BEDFORD WHALERS, AND I GAINED MY SEA LEGS HIGH
ATOP THE MIZZEN OF YANKEE CLIPPER SHIPS.

YES, I AM THE AMERICAN SAILOR, ONE OF THE GREATEST SEAMEN THE WORLD
HAS EVER KNOWN. THE SEA IS MY HOME AND MY WORDS ARE TEMPERED BY THE
SOUND OF PADDLE WHEELS ON THE MISSISSIPPI AND THE SONG OF WHALES OFF

GREENLAND’S BARREN SHORE. MY EYES HAVE GROWN DIM FROM THE GLARE OF
SUNSHINE ON BLUE WATER, AND MY HEART IS FULL OF STAR-STREWN NIGHTS UNDER
THE SOUTHERN CROSS. MY HANDS ARE RAW FROM WINTER STORMS WHILE SAILING

DOWN ROUND THE HORN, AND THEY ARE BLISTERED FROM THE HEAT OF CANNON
BROADSIDE WHILE DEFENDING OUR NATION.

I AM THE AMERICAN SAILOR AND I HAVE SEEN THE SUNSET OF A THOUSAND
DISTANT LONELY LANDS. I AM THE AMERICAN SAILOR.

IT WAS I WHO STOOD TALL BESIDE JOHN PAUL JONES WHEN HE SAID “GIVE ME A
FAST SHIP, FOR I INTEND TO GO IN HARM’S WAY.” I FOUGHT UPON THE LAKE ERIE

WITH PERRY, AND I RODE WITH STEPHEN DECATUR INTO TRIPOLI HARBOR TO BURN
THE NEST OF THE BARBARY PIRATES. I MET GUERRIERE ABOARD CONSTITUTION AND

I WAS LASHED TO THE MAST WITH ADMIRAL FARRAGUT AT MOBILE BAY. I HAVE
HEARD THE CLANG OF CONFEDERATE SHOT AGAINST THE SIDES OF MONITOR. I HAVE

SUFFERED THE COLD WITH PEARY AT THE NORTH POLE AND I RESPONDED WHEN
DEWY SAID, “YOU MAY FIRE WHEN READY, GRIDLEY,” AT MOBILE BAY.

IT WAS I WHO TRANSPORTED SUPPLIES THROUGH SUBMARINE INFESTED WATERS
WHEN OUR SOLDIER’S WERE CALLED “OVER THERE.” I WAS THERE AS ADMIRAL BYRD

CROSSED THE SOUTH POLE. IT WAS I WHO WENT DOWN WITH THE ARIZONA AT
PEARL HARBOR, WHO SUPPORTED OUR TROOPS IN INCHON, AND PATROLLED DARK

DEADLY WATERS AT THE MEKONG DELTA.
I AM THE AMERICAN SAILOR AND I WEAR MANY FACES. I AM A PILOT SOARING

ACROSS GOD’S BLUE CANOPY AND I AM A SEABEE ATOP A DUSTY BULLDOZER IN THE
SOUTH PACIFIC. I AM A CORPSMAN RISKING HIS LIFE TO SAVE WOUNDED MARINES IN

AN ENEMY INFESTED JUNGLE, AND I AM A TORPEDOMAN IN THE NAUTILUS DEEP
BENEATH THE NORTH POLE. I AM THE HELMSMAN, GUIDING MY SHIP THROUGH A

FIERCE NORTH ATLANTIC GALE. I AM THE GUNNER WHO STANDS READY TO SACRIFICE
ALL FOR MY SHIPMATES. I AM HARD AND I AM STRONG. BUT IT WAS MY EYES THAT

FILLED WITH TEARS WHEN MY BROTHERS WENT DOWN WITH THE THRESHER AND
SCORPION. IT WAS MY HEART THAT REJOICED WHEN COMMANDER SHEPHERD ROCK-
ETED INTO SPACE. IT WAS I WHO LANGUISHED IN A VIET CONG PRISON CAMP, AND IT

WAS I WHO WAS THE FIRST TO WALK UPON THE MOON WITH CAPTAIN NEIL
ARMSTRONG. WHEN CALLED AGAIN, I WAS THERE, ON THE TIP OF THE SPEAR FOR

OPERATIONS DESERT SHIELD AND DESERT STORM. IT WAS I WHO SAVED THE STARK
AND THE SAMUEL B. ROBERTS IN THE MINE INFESTED WATERS OF THE PERSIAN

GULF. IT WAS I WHO FIRED THE FIRST SHOT TO LIBERATE THE OPPRESSED OF KU-
WAIT. IT WAS I WHO PULLED MY BROTHERS FROM THE SMOKE FILLED COMPARTMENTS

FROM THE BONEFISH AND WEPT WHEN MY SHIPMATES DIED ON THE LIBERTY,
FORRESTAL, IOWA AND WHITE PLAINS.

I AM THE AMERICAN SAILOR. MY STANDARD IS THE OUTSTRETCHED HAND OF
FREEDOM AND A MIGHTY, UNDEFEATABLE SWORD RAISED AGAINST THE DARKNESS OF

OPPRESSION. TODAY, I SERVE AROUND THE WORLD,
ON LAND, IN AIR, ON AND UNDER THE SEA.

I SERVE PROUDLY, BUT WITH THE FERVENT PRAYER THAT I NEED NOT BE CALLED
AGAIN TO WAR. TELL YOUR CHILDREN OF ME. TELL THEM OF MY SACRIFICE, AND HOW
MY SPIRIT SOARS ABOVE THEIR COUNTRY. I HAVE SPREAD THE MANTLE OF MY NATION

OVER THE OCEAN, AND I WILL GUARD HER FOREVER.

I AM HER HERITAGE AND YOURS.

I AM THE AMERICAN SAILOR.

Are you looking for a new or 
pre-owned vehicle? Call retired 
MA1 Thomas (Bill) at Champion 
Chevrolet/Cadillac.  
361-654-2100 or at his  
direct line 361-549-5534 for 
details about special pricing. 

Attention ALL Military Personnel
VCCO-0479 • 10.25x11.5 • spot/red-blue • 1/20 • max

OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2004 AutoNation, Inc.

STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 • SAT 9-6 • SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 • SAT 8-1

6650 South Padre Island Drive • At The AutoMall • Between Airline & Nile

1-866-242-2709NEW
CARS
CALL:

PODEMOS AYUDARLE EN ESPAÑOL

Roger
Clemens
Spokesperson

COUPON

BRING THIS COUPON IN AND GET AN
EMPLOYEE PRICE

ON  ALL NEW & USED CHEVYS & CADILLACS*

On behalf of the of
Corpus Christi, Texas, we would like to Express our
most sincere appreciation to all UNITED STATES
MILITARY PERSONNEL and their families. We at 

are truly grateful. Michael Child, General Manager

Champion Chevrolet, Cadillac

$500$500TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2005 AutoNation, Inc.

Military personnel must bring this AD 
to qualify for special pricing and/or 
rebate. Rebates apply to new vehicles 
ONLY and special pricing will apply to 

all vehicles new and 
pre-owned. Call TODAY!

VCCO-0479 • 10.25x11.5 • spot/red-blue • 1/20 • max

OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2004 AutoNation, Inc.

STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 • SAT 9-6 • SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 • SAT 8-1

6650 South Padre Island Drive • At The AutoMall • Between Airline & Nile

1-866-242-2709NEW
CARS
CALL:

PODEMOS AYUDARLE EN ESPAÑOL

Roger
Clemens
Spokesperson

COUPON

BRING THIS COUPON IN AND GET AN
EMPLOYEE PRICE

ON  ALL NEW & USED CHEVYS & CADILLACS*

On behalf of the of
Corpus Christi, Texas, we would like to Express our
most sincere appreciation to all UNITED STATES
MILITARY PERSONNEL and their families. We at 

are truly grateful. Michael Child, General Manager

Champion Chevrolet, Cadillac

$500$500TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2005 AutoNation, Inc.

VCCO-0479 • 10.25x11.5 • spot/red-blue • 1/20 • max

OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*OFF FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL*

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2004 AutoNation, Inc.

STORE HRS: MON-FRI 8:30-8 • SAT 9-6 • SERVICE HRS: MON-FRI 7-6 • SAT 8-1

6650 South Padre Island Drive • At The AutoMall • Between Airline & Nile

1-866-242-2709NEW
CARS
CALL:

PODEMOS AYUDARLE EN ESPAÑOL

Roger
Clemens
Spokesperson

COUPON

BRING THIS COUPON IN AND GET AN
EMPLOYEE PRICE

ON  ALL NEW & USED CHEVYS & CADILLACS*

On behalf of the of
Corpus Christi, Texas, we would like to Express our
most sincere appreciation to all UNITED STATES
MILITARY PERSONNEL and their families. We at 

are truly grateful. Michael Child, General Manager

Champion Chevrolet, Cadillac

$500$500TAKE AN ADDITIONALTAKE AN ADDITIONAL

*Certain Models excluded. Must be active personnel with valid military ID. ©1996-2005 AutoNation, Inc.
Dr. Joseph Coniglio, D.D.S., M.S.

Orthodontist
(361) 993-2333

5756 S. Staples  •  Corpus Christi

Neighborhood Offices: 
• Corpus Christi
• Kingsville 
• Portland 
• Rockport
• 5 Points

Quality Treatment with  
• Reasonable Fees
• Free Initial Exam  
• No Down Payment  
• Low Monthly Fees
Less Treatment Time  
Fewer Treatment Visits
Computer Assisted Technology 
with Fixed or Invisible Braces 
to Shorten Treatment Time and 
Achieve the Best Possible  
"Super Smile" with Minimal 
Discomfort and Lower Costs

Military Provider and most other major insurances accepted

Dramatically Improve  
Your Smile with the "Super Smile" 
Technique by Dr. Joseph Coniglio

LIVE ON THE WATER AT  
WHARF APARTMENT 
HOMES

9320 South Padre Island Drive, Corpus Christi, TX  78418
(361) 937-1486  •  fax (361) 937-9707

visit:  www.thewharfapt.com  •  E-mail:  wharf@coachrealty.us

Ask about our Specials...
call 361-937-1486

Flexible Lease Terms
*In select apartment homes

PLEASURES
Business Center with Fax,  
Computer & Copier
Fitness Center
Lighted Tennis Court
Two Sparkling Swimming Pools
Water and Bay Views*
24 Hour Emergency Maintenance
Professionally Landscaped Grounds
Texas Relocation Program

COMFORTS
Woodburning Fireplaces*
Vaulted Ceilings*
Full Size/Washer/Dryer Connections
Frost Free Refrigerators  
with Icemakers
Kitchen Pantries
Dishwashers
Patios and Balconies
Mini & Vertical Blinds

This beautifully landscaped community 
is located in the heart of Corpus Christi. 
Choose a one, two or three bedroom 
apartment home and enjoy our "Resort" 
lifestyle.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

CCAD/Boeing partnership yields
benefits for both
by Michael Shepperd, Process Support Engineering Manager for The Boeing Company

In July 2004, the Department of the Army
and The Boeing Company entered into a part-
nership to support Corpus Christi Army De-
pot (CCAD). This partnership brings techni-
cal, engineering and logistical services and
supplies to enhance CCAD operations as well
as Research, Development, and Engineering
Command (RDECOM). The partnership allows
for collaboration regarding the overhaul, re-
pair and recapitalization of the Apache and
Chinook weapons systems. The Aviation and
Missile Command (AMCOM) and CCAD plan
to reduce repair turnaround time (RTAT) while
increasing reliability and quality of overhauled
and repaired weapons systems and compo-
nents.

The Boeing team brings expertise in Lean
Manufacturing, systems design, manufactur-
ing engineering, materials and process engi-
neering, and logistics operations. In the 1980s,
Boeing executives gained knowledge of Lean
Six Sigma by traveling to Japan and studying
Toyota and other companies that had imple-
mented Lean principles and concepts. Brian
Minter, Boeing Manufacturing Operations
Analyst, says, “[Boeing] continues today to
train in the principles and concepts of Lean
Manufacturing. We view Lean as a journey
and not a destination. It is a core business
strategy throughout the company.”

Using its successful implementation of
Lean, Boeing worked with CCAD to develop
projected goals for the first five years of the
partnership. These goals included reducing
RTAT on Boeing-contracted components,
establishing a distribution center for Boeing-
supplied hardware, providing leadership in
the implementation of Lean Manufacturing
strategies, industry-best practices, and in-
creasing the technical level of responsive-
ness for overhaul/repair issues.

Two and a half years into the partner-

ship, Boeing and CCAD have reduced RTAT
as projected; the distribution center supplies
hardware 12 hours a day, five days a week;
and Boeing Lean integrators teamed with
CCAD Lean and continue to provide training
and support to CCAD Leadership as they
move into a Lean Six Sigma operation. An-
other significant achievement is CCAD’s
Apache production line changing from a
“dock and stage” line to a “pulse line.”

A “dock and stage” line means the air-
craft remains at one workstation until all the
work is done, which can create bottlenecking
and congested areas. The move towards a
“pulse line” means the work is based upon
customer demand and the movement of the
aircraft is similar to an assembly line, where
the product moves and the workers stay in
place.

Engineering is co-located in the factory
and with RDECOM, providing a direct link to
the Original Equipment Manager (OEM) and
thus, shortening the response time for tech-
nical issues. OEMs can contribute insight into
how a part is assembled, disassembled, or
repaired and they also have access to spe-
cialized drawings and technical manuals.

While the contract between Boeing and
CCAD is slated through 2009, it is expected
that the success of the partnership will allow
it to extend well past that date. The next two
and a half years hold great promise as the
partnership continues to mature. Boeing is
focusing on helping CCAD further reduce
costs and improve scheduled output through
integration of the latest industry-best prac-
tices, working to lean out processes that may
be redundant and providing OEM expertise.
This partnership has and will continue to pro-
vide outstanding support to CCAD,
AMCOM, RDECOM and ultimately, the war
fighter.
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with your own version of the “Military
Clause” and see if she or he accepts or re-
jects it. And if the landlord does reject it, then
you can always rent somewhere else.

In the end, it’s all about knowing what
you can and cannot do according to the law.
The SCRA and Texas Landlord-Tenant law
are not “end-all” protections for military mem-
bers. Often, by the time you come to the legal

office, we are unable to do anything because
basic contract law, meaning “you signed it,
you agreed to it,” unfortunately applies. Be
proactive and help us help you! Call the
NLSO at 961-3765 for more information on
Landlord-Tenant law. Appointments can be
scheduled at the NLSO to address specific
landlord-tenant issues from 7:30 a.m. to 12
p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4p.m., Monday through
Friday.

Legal continued from page 2

(L to R) Arturo Garcia, CCAD Pattern Maker, Narsiso Martinez, CCAD Work
Leader for Jigs and Fixtures, Mike Rameriz, Boeing Liason, and Dan
Grzelecki, Maintenance Engineer with RDECOM work together in the
Foundry to repair an escape panel for a Chinook cabin door. The partnership
allows CCAD and Boeing to share knowledge and experience with one
another and thus, provide a better product to warriors in the field.
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The Navy’s first Remote Minehunting Sys-
tem (RMS) is undergoing calibration and testing
aboard Naval Station Ingleside at the Electromag-
netic Roll Facility (EMR). After the RMS was deliv-
ered to the Navy, representatives from Naval Sea
Systems Command and Lockheed-Martin were in
South Texas, making preparations for the system
to be integrated into fleet assets.

“This system is impressive. I’m looking for-
ward to seeing it operate at sea,” said Rear Adm.
John Christenson, Vice Commander, NMAWC
Corpus Christi. The AN/WLD-1 Remote
Minehunting System (RMS) uses a semi-submers-
ible, 23-ft. long unmanned vehicle and weighs ap-
proximately 14,000 pounds. It tows a variable depth
sensor (AQS-20A) to detect, localize, and classify
bottom, close-tethered, and volume mines, and also
to identify bottom mines. The vehicle provides
Sailors with real-time sensing and stores data for
later analysis. The ability to see mines night or day
allows a Navy ship to choose a different course to
avoid the mines or send out an organic capability
to neutralize them.

“RMS allows the Navy to keep the man out
of the minefield and send a remotely operated ve-
hicle into the danger zone instead,” stated Gary
Humes, Program Manager for the Mine Warfare
Program Office in Program Executive Office Lit-
toral and Mine Warfare (PEO LMW).

Fueled for long endurance, the remote
minehunting vehicle (RMV) is equipped with a
370hp Cummins diesel marine engine and a high-
efficiency propulsor. A streamlined snorkel and
mast (the vehicle’s only visible feature above the
waterline) draws air into the engine and provides a
platform for RF antennas and an obstacle avoid-
ance video camera.

“[Naval Station Ingleside’s] EMR is used to
calibrate degaussing equipment on board the mine
warfare ships homeported here,” said Dave Skurow,
EMR manager. Degaussing is the process of re-
ducing a ship’s magnetic signature; critical for mine
warfare because some mines seek and destroy dis-
tortions in the earth’s magnetic field, which are
caused by ships.

“With our capabilities, we are able to check
and calibrate the degaussing of the RMS,” Skurow
added.

Richard Mack, Electrical Engineer with
NAVSEA in Carderock, Md. said, “When we’ve
completed this testing, the AN/WLD-1(v)1, will be
delivered to USS Bainbridge (DDG 96).”

New mine warfare
technology tested at
NS Ingleside
by Fifi Kieschnick, NS Ingleside PAO

Bystanders, including Rear Adm. John
Christenson (center), watch from the
Electro Magnetic Roll Facility as the
RMV is secured in position for magnteic
signature measurement and calibration.

Charles C. Smith
Attorney at Law

Former Judge Advocate US Navy

• Personal Injury
• Car Accidents
• Divorce
• Bankruptcy 7 - 13
• Child Custody
• Merit System Protection Board
• Sexual Harassment

615 North Upper Broadway Suite# 510  
(361) 883-1055

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

• Divorce & Separation
• Child Custody & Support
• Adoption/Guardianship
• Paternity Cases
• Wills & Probate

William A. Thau III, P.C.

• Military Law
• Auto Accidents
• Personal Injury
• DWI
• Criminal Defense

9708 S.P.I.D., Suite A-101 • CORpus Christi  
(361) 937-5513  •  Toll Free 1-877-888-1369

Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas
Former President of the Corpus Christi Family Law Association (1999-2000)

“Former U.S. Navy Lawyer”

Selected as a Texas “Super Lawyer” in November 2003, October 2004, and October 2005 issues of Texas Monthly

• 4 SWIMMING POOLS
• COVERED PARKING
• JACUZZI • FIREPLACES
• BASKETBALL COURT
• WASHER-DRYER CONNECTIONS

PROFESSIONALLY MANAGED BY ROPKO INC.
Visit us at www.Ropko.com to view our floor plans

993-1030
1515 Ennis Joslin

Active Military Discounts Include:
No deposits  •  No application fee.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Personal Injury • Criminal Law
Auto Accidents • Divorce
DWI • Wills and Probate

Immigration

4531 Ayers, Suite 402
Corpus Christi, Texas

 (361) 881-8509
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Gerald G. Villarreal
Attorney at Law

CCAD Employee 1991-2001

Tri-Care Provider

937-5555
9301 S.P.I.D.

Family Dentistry
In Flour Bluff

Dr. G.S. Fossum, D.D.S. P.C.
Children and Adults

Hours By Appointment
Monday thru Friday

WHEN YOU’RE NOT AT WORK.

BETTER 

PROTECTION 
FOR THE VEHICLE

YOU DRIVE

On duty, it’s Humvees, Abrams and APCs. Off duty, it’s SUVs, minivans
and sports cars. That’s where GEICO comes in.

We offer 24-hour service, money-saving discounts,easy payment plans,
vehicle storage options and storage protection plans, whether you store
it yourself or on base.

For seventy years, GEICO has been serving the special needs of the
special people who serve our country. We’re ready to do it for you.

Military discounts not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees Insurance Co.
GEICO General Insurance Co. • GEICO Indemnity Co. • GEICO Casualty Co. • These companies are subsidiaries of Berkshire

Hathaway Inc. • GEICO auto insurance is not available in Mass. GEICO, Washington, DC 20076. © 2006 GEICO

Call our local office – coverage available by phone.

TX8

(361) 992-4955 | 6410 S. Padre Island Dr. | Corpus Christi
Next to Penske Truck Rental

TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS  
IN THE WINGSPAN  

MILITARY NEWSPAPER  
CALL (361) 814-0866

Al Armadillo Insurance Agency
5625 Saratoga Blvd, Suite 121
Corpus Christi
AArmadillo@allstate.com

Call me today to hear about these new optional
features: New Car Replacement, Accident

Forgiveness and Deductible Rewards.

(361) 985-7488

Feature is optional and subject to terms and conditions.  Available in select states now and in
most states by 1/31/06 (subject to regulatory approval where required).Allstate Fire and
Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL.  © 2007 Allstate Insurance Company
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Crosswinds defines innovation, efficiency, luxury and service. You’ll 
love the impressive amenity package and convenient location. Choose a 
uniquely-styled 1,2 or 3 bedroom apartment. Guaranteed to feel just like 
home the moment you arrive.

•	 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
•	 Walk-in Closets
•	 Ceiling Fans
•	 Decorative Mini-Blinds
•	 Designer Kitchens
•	 Refrigerator w/Ice Maker
•	 Full-Size Washer/Dryer Connection
•	 Laundry Facility

•	 Covered Parking Available
•	 Bay Windows
•	 Patios (In selected units)
•	 Swimming and Lounging Pool
•	 Resident Referral Program
•	 Fitness Center
•	 Storage Units Available
•	 Controlled Access Gates

6617 Weber • Corpus Christi, Texas 78413
(361) 852-1600

1/2 Off—First 30 Days!

Military Discounts

http://liberty.cor.mlxchange.com

Liberty Realtors
“Honesty, Integrity & Pride”

Lori N. Aguirre
Owner/Realtor®
(361) 438-6434

$129,900, 14810 Dasmarinas Dr.  
MLS# 61946.  Build your home on this 
9000 sq. ft. lot. Located on the 3rd hole 
of the fairway, Padre Island 
Golf Course. Hurry it won’t 
last long!!

$168,900, 3/2/2, 13962 Jibstay St.  
MLS# 61669. Fabulous price for this beauti-
ful and spacious island home. Berber carpet 
and ceramic tile throughout, patio deck 
great for entertaining. Home comes with all 
appliances–washer, dryer & refrigerator. 

Military Rentals & Relocation 
Free Service to Buyers & Renters  

Property Management
See it now!! Attention golf lovers!!

Resort by the Sea
An Ocean Drive address you can afford.  
Live on the water!

4242 Ocean Drive
Corpus Christi, Texas 78411

$99 Deposit/One Month FREE
Stop by today and reserve your  

new home by the sea!
FEATURES
• Two sparkling pools
• Covered parking
• Private lighted fishing pier
• Floorplans from 584 to 1329 sq. ft.
• Washer/dryer* connections

361-853-0871

• Elevators in five-story buildings
• 10x16 storage units available
• Ceiling fan/decorator colors
• 5% discounts on miltary, medical, law enforcement
* In select plans

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

1 bedroom/1 bath	
2 bedroom/1 bath
2 bedroom/2 bath	
3 bedroom/2 bath

Prices starting
 at $540

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY:
Paul A. Kennedy, Jr., D.D.S.
Paul A. Kennedy, III, D.D.S.

William B. Haley, D.M.D.

ORTHODONTICS:
Robert B. Hanover, Jr., D.D.S.

Gary F. Wesson, D.D.S.

Providing Orthodontics 
for both adults and  
children.

6200 Saratoga
Corpus Christi, TX 78414

992-9500 • 993-6600
1-866-992-9500

3435 S. Alameda Suite A
Corpus Christi, TX 78414

853-0381 
1-866-769-1205

www.paulkennedydds.com

Caring Individuals  
Dedicated to Your 
Family’s Good Health.

• Associate, Bachelor, & Master Degrees
• Technical Certificates

• Flexible scheduling: on-site and online

Corpus Christi Campus
E-mail: corpus.christi.center@erau.edu

www.embryriddle.edu/corpuschristi
(361) 937-4951

Whether you’re looking to improve your position
within the Navy or are beginning to think about life
after military service, set your sites on Embry-Riddle.
Our degree and certificate programs will give you the
skills to launch your career to the next level.

Valid 5/24/2007 through 5/28/2007 and redeemable for a 10% discount on a single receipt in store purchase at The Home Depot® and EXPO
Design Center U.S., P.R. and U.S.V. I. stores only. Maximum discount $200. This offer cannot be combined with any other discount, offer, promotion
or special incentive program and is not valid on: (a) labor or Self-Furnish and Install (“SF&I”) and Furnish and Install (“F&I”) program products,
including without limitation roofing, windows, siding, HVAC products, custom closets or storage solutions; (b) the purchase of Home Depot Gift Cards
or Certificates; (c) prior purchases; (d) Consumer Electronics (including, but not limited to, televisions, DVD players, speakers, home theaters, cellular
phones, etc.), Little Giant Ladder Systems®, Thermador® in select markets, Gaggenau®, Miele®, Dacor®, Viking®, Fisher & Paykel®, Alfresco Grills®,
Weber-Stephen Grills®, Sharp Insight™, Delonghi®, Casablanca® and Hunter Prestige® products; or (e) purchase from any The Home Depot affiliate
store. Present coupon to cashier at time of purchase to receive your discount. Offer is not valid for payment on any The Home Depot credit account.
No credit if offer refused. Cash value 1/20th of 1 cent. Void if sold, copied or transferred and where prohibited. See store for further details and a
full listing of SF&I and F&I products and complete details. ©2007, Homer TLC Inc. all rights reserved.

IT’S OUR TIME 
TO HONOR 

YOUR SERVICE

5/24-7

10%OFF*
FOR ALL ACTIVE DUTY, RESERVISTS, RETIRED MILITARY 

PERSONNEL, VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES.

THIS MEMORIAL DAY

32879_MilitaryROP_5x7:ServiceAD_VetsDay_4.75x7  5/2/07  3:59 PM  Page 1

APARTMENT PROS

Free Apartment Locat ing
$99 Total Move-In
1st Month FREE 
$99 1st Month + $199 2nd Month

See Our Agents & Experts at 4455 S.P.I.D. #9
653-0444 - Walk-ins Welcome

Same Day Move-In  
Bad Credit - OK 
All Bills Paid
1,2 & 3 Bedrooms 
Townhomes and Homes 

Military Discount
Free $50 Gift Card

TO 
ADVERTISE 

YOUR 
BUSINESS

IN THE 
WINGSPAN 

MILITARY  
NEWSPAPER

CALL  
(361) 814-0866

VT-28 continued from page 1
When asked about the shape of the squad-

ron he is leaving behind, Fisher showed a bright
confidence. “I feel good about it,” he said.
“When you take a job, you need to do the best
you can and leave it a little better for the people
behind you. I think I’ve done that.”

Fisher is also extremely confident in his
replacement. “[Cmdr. Leupold] is a great guy.
He’s got a lot of energy and I’m sure he’s going
to bring that energy into this office and make
the squadron do many great things over the
next year. I’ll be watching from afar…but I’m
sure the squadron will do many great things.

“My advice to [Cmdr. Leupold] is just en-
joy it. It may be the best job you ever have.
When you come in here, don’t worry about the
little things. It’s the bigger picture issues. And
he does already. That’s why I’m sure he’s go-
ing to do great.”

Not surprisingly, Cmdr. Michael Leupold
holds the same admiration for Fisher. “When
you…screen for command, you know you’ll be
XO and fleet up to CO. You wonder what your
CO’s like. But I came here in the summer of ‘05
on house hunting leave and met Cmdr.
Fisher…We clicked instantly. Sometimes you
see COs and XOs who are opposites. But it
scares us sometimes how alike we are.”

As he prepares to take command of the
Rangers, Leupold exudes a genuine reverence
for the office of CO. “I sit here in awe,” he said.
“Always as a Junior Officer…you think it would
be so awesome to be a CO, but I’m extremely
humbled that I was picked and honored that in
three weeks, I get to do this.

“The best CO I have had said, ‘People
don’t work for you. You, as a CO, work for them.’

I truly believe that. I am here for them. If I forget
that, I’m probably not doing a very good job. I
still pinch myself every day realizing how won-
derful this job is.”

As Fisher moves to San Diego to assume
the duties of Air Boss on the USS Bonhomme
Richard, one major chapter closes for him: His
son asked him sincerely, “Daddy you’re really
going to miss flying, aren’t you?” “Yes,” he
responded. “I really am.”

Leupold

NHCC continued from page 1

Sorenson

business practices and surpassing established
goals for all preventive and wellness programs,
resulting in the 2005 and 2006 Gold Award for Ex-
cellence in Health Promotion by the Navy Envi-
ronmental Health Center.

Rice was the guiding force in establishing the
Fleet Liaison Office at Brooke Army Medical Cen-
ter, which significantly contributed to resolution
of major U. S. Marine Corps care integration issues
and was lauded by Headquarters Marine Corps.

A native of Mercer Island, Wash., Rice is
a Diplomate of the American Board of Sur-
gery and a Fellow of the American College of
Surgeons. He holds designations as a Sur-
face Warfare Medical Department Officer and
Commander Amphibious Task Force Surgeon.
His personal decorations include the Merito-
rious Service Medal (4), Navy & Marine Corps
Commendation Medal (2) and the Navy & Ma-
rine Corps Achievement Medal, as well as vari-
ous unit and campaign awards.
CAPTAIN ROBERT B. SORENSON

Sorenson hails from Sidney, Montana and
comes to Corpus Christi from Naval Hospital Beau-
fort, S.C., where he served as the Executive Officer.

He began his naval career in 1972 and served
as a Hospital Corpsman at Naval Hospital
Bremerton, an Infantry Battalion Hospital Corps-
man at III and I Fleet Marine Forces, completing
his Active Duty service in May 1976 at Naval Hos-
pital Camp Pendleton.

While in the U.S. Naval Reserve, Sorenson
completed his undergraduate studies at the Uni-
versity of North Dakota, attended medical school
at the University of North Dakota School of Medi-
cine, earned a Doctor of Medicine degree in 1985,
and received a commission.

Sorenson completed Family Medicine Intern-
ship at Naval Hospital Jacksonville, Fla., served
aboard the USS Saratoga (CV 60), and completed
Family Medicine Residency in 1989. Other duty
stations include Atsugi, Japan, Keflavik, Iceland,

and subsequent assignments in Jacksonville.
He was awarded a Faculty Development Fel-

lowship at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill in 1994 and expanded his scope of clini-
cal maternity care skills with a fellowship in Opera-
tive Obstetrics in 1998.

Sorenson became the Officer in Charge, Medi-
cal Augmentation Program and completed a de-
ployment with Bravo Surgical Company, 1st Force
Service Support Group in support of “Operation
Iraqi Freedom” in 2003, and with Alpha Surgical
Company, 2nd FSSG, in support of “Operation
Iraqi Freedom II” as chief professional services at
Central Command in 2004.

Sorenson’s personal decorations include the
Meritorious Service Medal (2), the Navy Commen-
dation Medal (3), and various unit and service
awards.
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ORTHODONTIC
EVALUATION

FREE
• 0 Down Payment
• $88.00 Per Month

WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

EXAM &
X-RAYS
$1900
WITH COUPON
First Visit Only.

TOOTH
WHITENING

$19900
WITH COUPON

We Cater To  
Cowards
With Bad  

Breath and  
Crooked Teeth

•	 Gentle Family Dentistry
•	 Financial Arrangements
•	 Delta Dental & United Concordia
•	 Medicaid Accepted
•	 Non-Surgical Gum Treatment

Pleasing You Is Our Primary Concern

SUNRISE MALL
FAMILY DENTAL CENTER

994-GUMS (4867)

Evening and Saturday  
appointments available

Dr. Scott Barton  

More than 300 Sailors tested their mine
warfare proficiency during Gulf of Mexico
Exercise (GOMEX) on May 16. GOMEX
marks the transition of a mine warfare crew
from training to ready-to-deploy status and
includes integrated surface, air and under-
sea mine countermeasures (MCM) opera-
tions.

It also served as a certification exer-
cise for Mine Countermeasures Squadron
Three, the Mine Countermeasures Com-
mander. The exercise was conducted in the
Gulf of Mexico, near Panama City operat-
ing areas . Two Canadian Ships, the HMCS
Goose Bay and HMCS Kingston, partici-
pated, as well, to hone their skills by utiliz-
ing mine countermeasure techniques for
their route survey ships. These Canadian
forces worked on sharpening their side
scan sonar proficiency as well as their Re-
mote Operating Vehicle (ROV) identification
system tactics.

According to Lt. Cmdr. Alan Offer, CO
of the Kingston, the Canadians work with
the U.S. Mine Countermeasures Ships to
train and evaluate the crews’ technique
providing opportunities they normally
don’t see. “It is a chance to prove our equip-
ment and methods,” Offer added.

MCM forces that participated in
GOMEX were under the tactical command
of Capt. Kevin Tokarick, Commodore of
Mine Countermeasures Squadron Three,
based in Ingleside, Texas. The exercise in-
cluded integrated mine countermeasures
operations using surface ships, helicopters
and explosive ordnance disposal detach-
ments.

Ships from MCM CLASSRON include
the USS Blackhawk, USS Devestator, and
the USS Shrike. Helicopter Mine Counter-
measures Squadron 14 based in Norfolk,
Va., sent three MH 53E Sea Dragon Heli-
copters to participate and EOD’s Mobile
Unit Eleven, Detachment Seven provided
diver support.

This exercise was the first in which the
Navy Mission Essential Task List was used
as a fleet-wide standardized assessment
procedure to evaluate mine countermeasure
operations.

Subject matter experts from Naval Mine
and Anti-Submarine Warfare Command who
assess the Navy’s integrated MCM capa-
bilities performed this assessment as well
as provided the MCMRON an opportunity
to attain their certification.

HM-15 sailors transfer from training
status  to ready-to-deploy with GOMEX
Photo and story by Ed Mickley, NMAWC Public Affairs

Pusher Boat 2 from Port Operations follows the Canadian ship HMCS Goose
Bay as she leaves the pier at Naval Surface Warfare Center, Panama City,
Fla. and heads out to particpate in Gulf of Mexico (GOMEX) exercise to
hone the crew’s skill on side scan sonar systems and route surveys.

AS OF MAY 14, THE PERSONAL
PROPERTY OFFICE, LOCATED ON THE

THIRD DECK OF BUILDING 10 AT NAS
CORPUS CHRISTI, WILL BE OPEN FOR

CUSTOMER SERVICE FROM
8 A.M. TO 3 P.M.

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.

NOTICE

but always keep a low profile and don’t draw
attention to yourself. Provide a friend or fam-
ily member with your itinerary, letting them
know where you plan to stay overnight and
especially when you plan to return. And most
importantly, be polite. A smile is the same in
any language.”

For more detailed information on stay-
ing safe in Mexico, please see the Mexico
Consular Information Sheet at:
travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_tw/cis/
cis_970.html. For the latest security informa-
tion, U.S. citizens traveling abroad should
regularly monitor the Department’s Internet
web site at travel.state.gov where the current
Worldwide Caution Public Announcement,
Travel Warnings and Public Announcements
can be found. Up-to-date information on se-
curity can also be obtained by calling toll free
(888) 407-4747 in the United States, or, for
callers from Mexico, a regular toll line at 01-
202-501-4444. These numbers are available
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday
through Friday (except U.S. federal holidays).
American citizens traveling or residing over-
seas are encouraged to register with the ap-
propriate U.S. Embassy or Consulate on the
State Department’s travel registration website
at travelregistration.state.gov. For any emer-
gencies involving U.S. citizens in Mexico,
please contact the closest U.S. Embassy or
Consulate. The U.S. Embassy is located in
Mexico City at Paseo de la Reforma 305,
Colonia Cuauhtemoc. Their website is
www.usembassy-mexico.gov.Telephone from
the United States: 011-52-55-5080-2000; tele-
phone within Mexico City: 5080-2000; tele-
phone long distance within Mexico 01-55-
5080-2000. You may also contact the Embassy
by e-mail at: ccs@usembassy.net.mx.

Consulates for each city are as follows:
Ciudad Juarez: Avenida Lopez Mateos 924-
N, Tel: (52)(656) 611-3000; Guadalajara:
Progreso 175, Tel: (52)(333) 268-2100;
Hermosillo: Avenida Monterrey 141, Tel:
(52)(662) 289-3500; Matamoros: Avenida
Primera 2002, Tel: (52)(868) 812-4402; Merida:
Calle 60 No. 338 K, Tel: (52)(999) 942-5700;
Monterrey: Avenida Constitucion 411
Poniente, Tel: (52)(818) 345-2120; Nogales:
Calle San Jose, Nogales, Sonora, Tel: (52)(631)
311-8150; Nuevo Laredo: Calle Allende 3330,
Col. Jardin, Tel: (52)(867) 714-0512; Tijuana:
Tapachula 96, Tel: (52)(664) 622-7400.

Mexico continued from page 3

Captain continued from page 2
experienced before), a base filled with self-
starters, and the beautiful days in South
Texas, are a few that come to mind.

For more than 200 years, Americans such
as you and me and our heroes at BAMC have
risen to defend the ideals and concepts that
have formed this Nation that we proudly
serve. I’ll tell you that there are grateful patri-
ots out there that acknowledge and support
what we, who are in uniform, do in defense of
our Nation. It’s during holidays like Memo-
rial Day that we take time to honor those who
came before us - those to whom we owe our
freedom. They are our heroes, the legends
from every branch of service that touched us
and made us want to do what they did. They
are our example.

As we go into this Memorial Day week-
end, please be safe and take a moment to think
of those who have worn the uniform and who
went before us. Happy Memorial Day.

Call 
About our 
Weekly  
Special!

Now accepting applications for all positions

•	Color Corrections
•	Waxing

We carry a wide selection of wigs  
and hair extensions!

•	Lash Extensions
•	Lash & Brow Dying

Come in for a complimentary  
color consultation!  
We specialize in:

Full Service Salon and Day Spa

Open Late  
Tuesday & Thursday
from 9 am to 9 pm
Walk-ins Welcome!

361-939-9991 • 361 939-9099
9841 SPID • Corpus Christi, Texas 78418
Inside Market Center Antiques in Flour Bluff

Bella Isla
Serving NASCC since 1967…

Visit www.grouponecc.com
 (search all properties)

Homes for Sale

6646 Belvoir  4/3/2............................. $1,900
2041 Beckworth Trail  3/2/2................ $1,450
2038 Beckworth Trail  3/2/2................ $1,300
5817Corsica  4/2/2.............................. $1,800
4205 Beard   3/2/2............................. $1,350
461 Palmetto 3/2/2............................. $1,800
3449 Sterling 3/2/2............................. $1195
3938 Surfside #2223 1/1........................$785
3412 Denver A 2/2..................................$850

Being relocated? For excellent service, 
let us put you in touch with one of our 
“Leading Real Estate Companies of 

the World” in your new location.

(361) 991-9111 • Fax (361) 991-5865
5302 Everhart • Corpus Christi 78411

Properties for Lease
Some offering military discounts

Sunchase Apartments
5445 South Alameda

(361) 991-7720
FREE extended basic cable,  

water and gas

Windrush Apartments
4322 Kostoryz

(361) 854-9951
*ALL BILLS PAID

*electric, water, trash and free  
extended basic cable  

Woodbury Place  
Apartments

802 Barry St.
(361) 853-2161

FREE electric, trash and cable

Come visit any one of these three popular  
communities professionally managed by  

ARI and you will feel right at home!

 Don’t Forget to Ask About Specials!

Let’s Make  
A Deal… 

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

BEDLINERS
We use DOW Chemicals! • Best Liners Available!

UV Protected! No fading!

Starting at $29995

PAINT GUARD
Never Wax Your Car Again

$16995

UNDERCOATING
$99 Any Car

AUTO
RUSTPROOFING

Backed by INSURED WARRANTY AUTO ALARMS

WINDOW TINT • AUTO ACCESSORIES • FABRIC PROTECTION

MILITARY DISCOUNT

10% OFF
ANY CHEMICAL  

PACKAGE 

SAME FACES
NEW LOCATION!
NEW DIRECTION!

WINDOW TINT
$9995

ANY CAR 

Gift 
Certificates
Available

3736 WOW Rd. 361-855-7878

Summer’s Almost Here!

Offer expires June 31st

Committed to helping you 
find your dream home, or 

market your existing home!

Maria A. Cisneros
Realtor

Cell: (361) 232-3121
Off: (361) 993-1993

New Subdivision “Greenfield by the Bay” Unit 3, on Wooldridge
Quality Custom Build Homes built by NP Homes

Lots are available starting at $155’s & up

Chris Montalvo  
Realtor/Owner  

Cell: (361) 765-1725

2602 Bruin Dr.  
4/2.5/2 $209,250

7212 Sebastian CT  
3/2/2 $161,000

Loyalty and integrity are our greatest assets

“Multi-Million Dollar Producers”



May 24, 2007	 Wingspan          Wingspan	 May 24, 2007    8
C
M
Y
K

AROUND THE BASE IN 2007 Awards and Achievements

On May 4, Captain Timothy Coolidge, NASCC Base CO,
presented RP2 Paul Drachenberg with the Navy Achievement
Medal for being selected as the Religious Program Specialist of
the Year. “RP2 Drachenberg is one of the finest examples of
what a USN Sailor ought to be,” says Chaplain Tim Gault. “He is
a dedicated, decent human being and is rightly awarded this
recognition.”

Command Master Chief Delmar Gober
retired from the U.S. Navy on April 27 aboard
Naval Station Ingleside where he has been
stationed since December 2001. Gober served
first as the Command Master Chief (CMC) of
the base and then as the CMC for Mine Coun-
termeasures Squadron One (MCMRON One)
beginning in March 2004.

Gober was born in San Diego, Calif. and
raised in Austin, Texas. He enlisted under the
Delayed Entry Program in November 1976,
completed basic training in October 1977 and
went on to attend Radioman “A” school. In
1984, Gober completed Instructor Training in
San Diego, Calif. He graduated with academic
honors from the U.S. Navy Senior Enlisted
Academy in Newport, R.I. in 1993 and also
holds an Associate’s degree from Hawaii Pa-
cific University.

Gober served aboard USS Tarawa, USS
Cayuga, USS Guam, USS Nimitz, and USS
Austin,  serving in various positions of lead-
ership from work center supervisor to com-
mand master chief. During his career, Gober
completed seven deployments to the Arabian

Gulf, Western Pacific, North Atlantic, and
Mediterranean, and one “world cruise” de-
ployment onboard USS Nimitz. Gober served
as a Communications Procedures Instructor
for LHA Class ships at the Fleet Combat
Training Center, San Diego, where he earned
his designation as a Master Training Spe-
cialist. He later served as a Fleet Training
Group/Afloat Training Group underway
trainer and classroom instructor for various
communications courses located on Ford Is-
land, Oahu, Hawaii. He also served as the
Leading Chief Petty Officer in the Operations
Department at the Naval Computer and Tele-
communications Area Master Station
(NCTAMS) Norfolk, Va., and later as the Com-
mand Master Chief.

Gober’s personal awards include the
Meritorious Service Medal, three Navy Com-
mendation Medals, four Navy Achievement
Medals, and various service and campaign
awards.

Gober and his wife, Martha, plan to re-
tire to Pleasanton, Texas. They have three
children.

Naval Station  Ingleside’s Command
Master Chief retires after 30 years
of dedicated service
by Fifi Kieschnick, NS Ingleside Public Affairs Officer
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SECURITY AWARDS · MAY 15

Awards were presented to Security personnel in recognition of their achievements in
community service. Depending on their service, sailors received awards in Environmental
Stewardship Flagship for Ocean Drive Clean-Up, Personal Excellence Partnership for
helping paint the Child Development Center, as well as assisting in the HM-15/JROTC
Drill Competition. From L to R: MA1 Rafael Navarro, MA2 Jason Williams, Lt. Cmdr.
Jeff Shields, Security Officer, AO2 Victoria Brown, MASN Rebekah English, MASN Tyler
Kalo, MA1 Charles Kittle, MASN Kevin Egan, MA2 Roderick Hopes, MA2 Leith
Weeden, MA3 Christopher Barnett, ABE2 James Colley, MA2 Daniel Reynolds, MA3
Bobby Toal, MA2 Brian Gutierrez, Command Master Chief Mike Cisneros.
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Around the Base in 2007
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(left) On May 3, the A.R.C. Gloria docked at the Port of Corpus Christi and
welcomed the public aboard for tours. The cadets of the Gloria take an annual
summer cruise as a training opportunity and learn how to maneuver the ship.
At the same time, they develop camaraderie with their fellow sailors and
ambassadorship in visiting, what are to them, foreign ports. To the sound of
the Columbian national anthem, among other patriotic songs, they were
greeted by an enthusiastic crowd and  invited to visit our Naval Air Station.
During their time abord NASCC, they were taken to the flightline, where our
pilots guided them through the cockpit of a T-34 and cadets also experienced
the training simulators of Training Wing 4.
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On April 15, a sortie consisting of a T-28 Trainer, a T-45 Goshawk, and a
B-25 Mitchell Bomber performed a fly-over at the USS Lexington during the
2007 South Texas Shoot-Out.

(above) Chaplain Chin Van Dang cooks spagetti for the monthly “Welcome
Aboard Luncheon.” A creation of Chaplain Dang’s, the free luncheon
welcomes all new servicemembers and their families (as well as everyone
else) to enjoy fellowship and good food. The luncheon is held on the first
Tuesday of each month in St. Joseph’s Hall (Bldg 333) at 12:30 p.m.

(left) As part of Aviation Intermediate Maintenance Division’s (AIMD) post-
PRT cook-out, the Blue Shirts and Khakis went head-to-head in an afternoon
softball game. AM1 Shaun Hura (pictured left) scored a home run for the
Blue Shirts as they made a comeback to win the game in the bottom of the
6th inning, 9-8.
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AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 


