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Navy on Guam Remembers 9/11
By Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (Sept. 14, 2010) – Dozens of chief petty officers and chief petty officer selectees from Navy commands on Guam commemorated the ninth anniversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attack with a memorial ceremony at Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron (MSRON) 7’s compound on U.S. Naval Base Guam (NBG) Sept. 11.

The chief selectees hosted the event to honor the nearly 3,000 civilians who died when terrorists crashed two jet airliners into the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York City, one into the Pentagon in Virginia, and another in a field in Pennsylvania. 

As one of several speakers that morning, Chief (Select) Boatswain’s Mate (EXW/SW/AW) Steven Douglas, of MSRON 7, described 9/11 as an attack on the American way of life, which “embraces freedom and democracy.” He said it should remind everyone never to take anything for granted.

“Appreciate our freedoms,” Douglas said. “Count our blessings. Strive to help our fellow man and cherish our friends and families.”

Douglas and his command’s two other chief selects, Chief (Select) Information Systems Technician (SW/AW) Adrian Estes and Chief (Select) Master-at-Arms (EXW/SW) Jesse Izdepski, highlighted the ceremony by placing a floral wreath in front of MSRON 7’s flagpole.  

Members of NBG Security’s K9 Unit and Fire and Emergency Services (FES) also attended and stood at attention as speakers compared the 9/11 attacks with the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on Dec. 7, 1941.

“We must remember the courage of our policemen and firefighters who rushed into those two burning towers to bring thousands to safety, all sharing the same sense of fear and uncertainty that when placed into the right hands creates courage, not just on that infamous day but also in the days that followed where survivors continued to be found,” Izdepski said.

More than 400 first responders died while assisting with the evacuation of attack victims and survivors.

Patrick Null, NBG FES Emergency Medical Services program manager, said he would always remember the images of the tragedy shown on TV. Null said the aftermath showed how people can partner together to defend the nation and recover from such a loss.

“It just really was a time when everybody was one,” Null said. “You felt the patriotism and it was great. Everybody was there for each other.”

Chief (Select) Hull Maintenance Technician (SW/AW) Ernest Sumner, of USS Frank Cable (AS 40), said he was on leave during the attack, but immediately headed back to duty when he heard the news. Now that he is scheduled to put on his chief petty officer anchor pins Sept. 16, Sumner said he has a responsibility to help train junior Sailors prepare for what they might face in the future. 

“When something like that happens on your homeland, you want to be available,” Sumner said. “Whatever orders come down, you want to follow up on them. It brings a nation together. It’s unfortunate to say that, but that’s what happens and it’s the feeling it instills in people.”
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
