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NCTS Guam Helps Train Special Olympics Athletes
By Jesse Leon Guerrero

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (Feb. 9, 2010) – Sailors from U.S. Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station (NCTS) Guam helped coach Special Olympics athletes from a Guam Department of Education school in Dededo Feb. 5. 

The Sailors volunteered their time to prepare Astumbo Elementary School students for the annual Special Olympics Guam track and field competition in March. 

“I just like kids, and seeing their eyes light up when they run and when they compete is pretty cool,” said Cryptologic Technician Maintenance 2nd Class Anthony Blevins, of NCTS Guam.

Blevins and fellow Sailors spent an hour before school ended at the school’s outdoor field, working on the students’ techniques for throwing softballs, long jump, dashing to finish lines and improving their overall coordination and endurance.

Michelle Manalo, Astumbo special education teacher, said the volunteers consistently promote good sportsmanship. Manalo added that the young athletes enjoy interacting with the military.

“Without the Sailors, the kids wouldn’t be able to get good training,” Manalo said. “We’re really thankful for them coming out here.”

Information Systems Technician Seaman Daniel Zavala, of NCTS Guam, said he has only been on Guam for seven months, but he has already participated in several volunteer projects. Zavala said he enjoyed working with the kids and looked forward to coaching more often. 

“It’s always good to come out and help because we live here,” Zavala said.

Information Systems Technician 3rd Class Javier Sosa, of NCTS Guam, said coaching is just another example of the different ways his command stays close to the local community. 

“We like helping out,” Sosa said. “Coming up here is nothing for us because we come up here so often – it’s almost every day. We’re very comfortable here.”

NCTS Guam Sailors have cleaned bus stops, repainted the elementary school, tutored students in math and reading at a nearby middle school, and cleaned kennels at the Guam Animals in Need shelter in Yigo.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.

