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Military Supports Guam Public School’s Career Day
By Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (Feb. 17, 2010) – Service members on Guam spoke to students about careers available with the Armed Forces during a career day event at Okkodo High School in Dededo, Guam, Feb. 12.

More than a dozen Navy and Air Force personnel discussed their personal experiences and responsibilities in the military.

Hospitalman Gray Gray, of U.S. Naval Hospital Guam, said it was a great opportunity to go out and relate to Guam’s young students. Gray spoke about how the Navy helped him overcome financial challenges and how he will eventually fulfill a personal goal of working with the U.S. Marines as a hospital corpsman. 

“It gets them thinking that they can do it, instead of being down [and] instead of thinking of something else,” Gray said of the students. “It gave them the ‘I can do it’ attitude.” 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician 2nd Class (EWS) Matt McQuay, of Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 5, was one of three explosives experts who explained how versatile their jobs are for missions that can require them to deploy within just a few day’s notice. 

“You get paid to go diving, you get paid to blow things up and you get paid to jump out of airplanes,” McQuay said. “A lot of people would have to pay to do those things, but we actually get paid to do them all over the world.”

Navy Diver 3rd Class Jamison McCrackin, of U.S. Naval Base Guam’s Dive Locker, talked to students about the constant training and need to be physically fit for diving operations.

“The military’s done so much for me already,” McCrackin said. “A lot of that knowledge is not out there openly, readily available to the kids nowadays, so it’s great to come back and share real life experiences with them and let them know what is out there for them.”

Tech Sgt. Justin Carlton, of the 36th Wing Security Forces, also recommended the military as an option for students after they finish their schooling. Carlton said he has served in the Air Force for 14 years, but he plans to finish out a 20-year career.

“I originally signed up for four years to get the educational benefits and job experience, and then I just fell in love with the way the military does their way of life and how they take care of my family for me and all the benefits that they have to offer,” Carlton said.  
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 

at (671) 339-3209.

