	COMMANDER, JOINT REGION MARIANAS
	[image: image1.jpg]




	Phone Numbers:

Main:   (671) 339-5207

Fax:    (671) 339-7034
	Electronic Addresses:

E-mail:  coleen.perez@fe.navy.mil
Web:     www.cnic.navy.mil/Marianas
	Mailing Address:

PSC 455 Box 152

FPO AP 96540
	Street Address:

Sumay Drive, Bldg. 3190

Santa Rita, GU  96915
	

	                                  Press Release 10-042
                                PRESS RELEASE 
	


Sailors Share Navy Experiences with Guam Students
By Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (April 13, 2010) – Sailors spoke about Navy careers to students at Simon Sanchez High School on Guam April 9. 

More than a dozen Navy personnel discussed their personal experiences and responsibilities in the military during the school’s career day event.

Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class (FMF) Ron Dimapiles, of U.S. Naval Hospital Guam, said he volunteered to participate in the event because he graduated from the school in 2003. He explained it was a good opportunity to speak directly to the students. 

“Education’s the key to success,” Dimapiles said. “The more interactive it is, the more they’ll probably get into it.”

Lt. j.g. James Gelsinon, of Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron (HSC) 25, spoke to students about the challenges of flying in inclement weather and the equipment used by the Navy to rescue lost or drowning victims. Aside from operating on deployments to locations such as Iraq, HSC-25 also supports Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands with 24-hour search and rescue capabilities. 

“There are a lot of unique missions we have as a helicopter squadron, unique missions that a helicopter can do that other aircraft can’t,” Gelsinon said. “For me, it’s something that I really enjoy — being able to help someone who’s in need or otherwise wouldn’t be able to get out of a bad situation.”

At the school’s cafeteria, Explosive Ordnance Disposal Technician 3rd Class Jairo Ayala, of Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit 5, helped students try on a Mk. 9 helmet and bomb suit to get firsthand experience with what it’s like to work in conditions with limited mobility and control. Navy explosive ordnance disposal technicians are an elite team of warriors who eliminate hazards from conventional ordnance, weapons of mass destruction, sea mines, improvised explosive devices, and accomplish expeditionary diving and salvage objectives.
Ayala spoke about the excitement of training by jumping out of aircraft at an altitude of a thousand feet for a mission, but he emphasized safety as the key elements of his work. 

“The biggest thing is you just have to want it,” Ayala said. “Now I’m living the dream.”

At the end of the career day, Nancy Cruz, one of the school’s counselors and a co-coordinator for the event, thanked the Sailors for spending their time at the school. Cruz said it was a benefit to the students as they consider what is available to them after high school.

“Although the military is a big presence on the island, not all the students have access to the military, not all of them are related to someone in the military and they don’t know the different types of careers,” Cruz said.

For more information about getting involved in the community, Sailors can contact their Navy command volunteer coordinator.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
