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Guam Sailors, Airmen Support Special Olympics

By Oyaol Ngirairikl

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (April 20, 2010) – Sailors and Airmen volunteered their time to support athletes at the Special Olympics Guam (SOG) track and field meet held at Okkodo High School on Guam April 17.

Throughout the meet, military personnel cheered and offered tips to athletes as they coached side by side parents, students, teachers and other volunteers. 

Frank Florig, SOG executive director, said the Navy and Air Force volunteers have played a large part in promoting and organizing the games since Special Olympics came to Guam more than 30 years ago. 

“The military in general has always been a good partner with the local community, especially when it comes to education and quality of life,” Florig said. “They do provide the needed support to the athletes and the schools.” 

SOG athletes who participated in the event suffer from a wide range of physical and intellectual challenges. This year’s event had a record-breaking 279 athletes and more than 1,600 volunteers.
Military volunteers started working with participants up to nine weeks prior to the tournament when SOG held training sessions for the coaches and athletes.

Information Systems Technician Seaman Daniel Zavala, of Naval Computer and Telecommunications Station Guam, said he enjoyed training with the students at Astumbo Elementary School for the past few months to ensure they were prepared for their events.
“I do believe it helps us grow as a person and as a Sailor, but it’s mostly for the kids,” Zavala said. “It’s not really for us. We come out here to help them out as much as we can.”

Tech. Sgt. Abel Salas, of Andersen Air Force Base (AFB) Fire and Emergency Services, was one of the Air Force volunteers that worked with Upi Elementary School students. 

“It’s important for us to get involved in any way we can with the community,” Salas said. “I think it’s a positive thing to have the military working together with the community. It shows we’re a part of the community.” 
In addition to training the athletes, volunteers also helped set up the track for running events and mark open areas for softball throws and other field events the day before. Sailors from various commands, including U.S. Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAVFAC) Marianas and U.S. Naval Base Guam (NBG) were among the volunteers.  

Master-at-Arms 2nd Class (EXW) Rachel Mayfield, of Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron 7, cheered on the athletes, whom she said work hard to prepare for Special Olympics. 

“They need to know that we’re out here rooting for them,” Mayfield said. 

Rosemarie Castro, Upi Elementary School special education teacher, said the military’s volunteer efforts went a long way in the preparation and execution of the event.  

“It’s not only for our school, but it extends out to the community,” Castro said. “We had one of the students here today ask why there are so many military personnel here. And we told them that it’s because of them that this happens. The military does a lot to coordinate and organize this big event.”

Special Olympics Guam established its programs on the island in 1976 to provide sports opportunities for people with disabilities. The nonprofit group hosts annual events, such as bowling, swimming and track and field competitions, to boost its athletes' confidence, encourage friendship-building, and give its participants a positive outlet for learning and recreation.

For more information about Special Olympics Guam’s events, visit www.specialolympicsguam.org. 
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
