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Naval Hospital Guam Sailor Honored for Saving Life

By Jesse Leon Guerrero

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (May 13, 2010) – Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Patrick Wheeler, of U.S. Naval Hospital Guam, was awarded a certificate of commendation by the Guam Police Department (GPD) during a ceremony at the Government House in Agana Heights, Guam, May 12 for helping save the life of an accident victim.
GPD Chief of Police Paul Suba presented the award in recognition of Wheeler’s life-saving actions for an island resident who was hit by an automobile in rush-hour traffic Feb. 24. As he was heading home from the naval hospital, Wheeler noticed the accident. He stopped at the crash scene, managed the pedestrian’s bleeding from lacerations and abrasions, kept the pedestrian calm, and protected his spine by keeping him immobile.

“For me, especially as a corpsman, I don’t ever see it as someone else’s problem,” Wheeler said. “I kind of always think of myself as 911. So whenever I see a situation like that, my first instinct is just to get out and help because for me that’s just my job.”

Wheeler provided not only immediate medical assistance but was also able to help assist first responders before the pedestrian was transported to Guam Memorial Hospital, the island’s only civilian hospital, for further care. 

As a member of Naval Hospital Guam’s General Surgery Department, where diagnostics and other endoscopy work are performed, caring for a collision victim is not Wheeler’s usual type of work. However, the 20-year-old corpsman said the Navy’s clinical, nursing and general surgery training helped hone all his skills. 

According to Wheeler, it is very beneficial for Sailors to be in an environment that allows them to use and develop the skills that they were taught at their rating schools. 

“I think Naval Hospital Guam has been a really great place to do that,” he said.
Wheeler said he was excited to have his wife and friends from the hospital present to watch him receive the award from GPD.

“It’s a great gesture, and I really appreciate it,” he said. “I don’t necessarily feel I deserve anything for what I did, but it is nice to be recognized.”

Wheeler’s award presentation was part of a larger celebration of Police Week, which is a national week of tribute May 9-15 to men and women working in law enforcement. Speaking in front of Wheeler’s friends and family, Government of Guam officials, and other guests, Suba praised Wheeler and said that protecting the community requires participation from all citizens of the community. 

“We appreciate our military counterparts,” Suba said. “Thank you, gentlemen, for being there to serve our entire nation and the world.” 

Wheeler is scheduled to make a permanent change of station from Guam in June when he will head to Field Medical Service School in North Carolina.
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