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Naval Base Guam, Naval Hospital Guam 
Celebrate Asian, Pacific Americans

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Peter Lewis and Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (May 26, 2010) – U.S. Naval Base Guam (NBG) and U.S. Naval Hospital (USNH) Guam hosted events celebrating Asian and Pacific American Heritage Month May 25.

Established by Congress in May 1992, Asian-Pacific American Heritage Month commemorates the contributions of people of Asian and Pacific Islander descent in the United States.

The NBG Second Class Petty Officer Association (SCPOA) held a potluck at an on-base pavilion to celebrate the month.

“Our country and our military have benefited from the contributions of these groups, and it’s important that we recognize that,” said Master-at-Arms 2nd Class Trisha Galvin, of NBG Security and the event coordinator.

According to Chief Master-at-Arms Timothy Wilson, of NBG Security, the U.S. would not be what it is today if not for the contributions of Asian and Pacific Americans.

“Not only did they help build the nation that we have today, a lot of Pacific Islanders also served their country,” Wilson said. “And we should always remember that and their sacrifices throughout the years.”

Attendees at the event were treated to a spread of traditional Asian and Pacific Islander foods at a potluck. Members of NBG Security also demonstrated the Filipino martial art Eskrima during an exhibition, to show Sailors and family members one aspect of the diverse Asian-Pacific Islander culture.

“If you look at the Navy as a whole, we are everything that shows diversity and that diversity works,” Wilson said. “And it’s worked throughout our naval history.” 

According to Galvin, the military has a great blend of culture and heritages, which allow its members to grow, learn, and celebrate.
“It’s important to know where we came from and how different we are,” Galvin said. “We’re a mixed pot in the Navy, so it’s nice to pick up the pieces and enjoy what we’re made of.”
U.S. Naval Hospital Guam’s Diversity Committee hosted a get-together at the hospital auditorium.

Capt. Daryl Daniels, executive officer of U.S. Naval Hospital Guam, said the event reminded him that the Navy is strengthened by people from different backgrounds bringing together their great ideas. 

“It’s only through working together that we can accomplish the goals of our country and support and defend our people,” Daniels said. “We have to remember we’re not one people, we’re many people. And that is what makes America America, and that is what makes America great.”

Dozens of Sailors and family members attended the afternoon event, which featured dances from the Philippines and Polynesia; a fashion show of traditional wear from Guam, China, Japan, Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam; and food from those countries. The Filipino American Association, which is a subcommittee of the hospital’s Diversity Committee, sponsored and coordinated the show.

Cmdr. Dale Ramirez, assistant director of Nursing Services at the hospital, described the celebration as an “exciting time” as he gave his guest speaker remarks. The theme for the event matched the Department of Defense’s theme for the month and was “Diverse leadership for a diverse workforce.”

“It is a tremendous rainbow of folks we have here today, synergizing our intellect, our motivation, to bring us to where we are today,” Ramirez said. “Keep in mind, in terms of some of the numbers, 19,000 uniformed personnel and more than 29,000 civilians of Asian and Pacific descent serve in today’s [Navy’s] total force.” 

Hospitalman DeOriennet Foster volunteered from the audience to participate in a Philippine dance called the tinikling, which means “tikling-like.” The dance takes its name from rail birds called tiklings in the Philippines and requires dancers to hop quickly to avoid bamboo sticks clapped together near their ankles. Foster, who is from Houston said he’d never tried anything like that before.

“If you have such things like this to learn about different cultures then everybody can have a better understanding of other people than just what’s going on in their culture,” Foster said.

Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Jessie Larot said he was proud to sing two songs from his Philippines homeland: “Ako Ay Pilipino,” which means “I Am a Filipino” and “Ang Bayan Ko,” which means “My Country.” Larot performed both songs in the Filipino dialect of Tagalog.  

“I just want to show what Filipinos are all about,” Larot said. “I know they might not understand the language I’ll be singing, but at least they’ll have a glimpse of our language.”

At the end of the presentations, the attendees shared a lunch comprised of Japanese sushi, Vietnamese lemongrass chicken, Filipino pancit noodles and many other cultural recipes.

For more information about U.S. Naval Hospital Guam’s Diversity Committee, call Information Systems Technician 1st Class (SW) Carl Whittle at 344-9369. For more information about the NBG SCPOA, call Galvin at 339-6323.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
