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Navy Celebrates 112th Hospital Corps 

Birthday on Guam 

By Oyaol Ngirairikl
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (June 22, 2010) – More than 300 Sailors, spouses and their guests celebrated the Navy Hospital Corps birthday at the Guam Marriott Resort and Spa in Tumon, Guam, June 19.

The event included a special two-bell ceremony and a cake-cutting ceremony to honor fallen corpsman and commemorate 112 years of service in caring for sick and injured service members around the world. This year's ceremony also included a moment of silence in tribute to John Gerber, who died in May. Gerber was a sergeant in the Marine Corps, Guam resident and strong military supporter who often threw celebratory feasts in support of military service members serving on Guam. 

 
Capt. Kevin Haws, U.S. Naval Hospital (USNH) Guam commanding officer, said the hospital corpsman rating ranks as the largest and most highly decorated in the Navy with 22 Medal of Honor recipients.  

  

“Corpsmen serve with honor throughout the world, and I have to say, some of the best of the corpsmen are right here on Guam and are right here in this room,” Haws said. “Tonight we come together to honor those who came before us, who sacrificed their lives. They are American heroes, true heroes on whose shoulders we are fortunate to stand upon today.”
Retired Lt. Col. Fred Ernst Lacey, a U.S. Marine Corps pilot who served during the Vietnam War, delivered remarks as guest speaker. Lacey’s granddaughter, Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Megan Lacey, of USNH Guam, introduced her grandfather, calling him her “inspiration to not just serve, but serve with pride.”

Fred Lacey praised the hospital corpsmen for their achievements and thanked them for all their dedication. He emphasized the importance of corpsman in helping to save lives of warfighters around the world – many times putting their own lives at risk to do so. 
  

"Tonight's celebration is about Navy heritage, the dedication to duty and honor to serve fellow Sailors and Marines in battle," he said. "In my Marine Corps career, I completed 301 insertions into hot zones and the corpsmen were the ones I could count on to stand right by me and my team." 

  
A committee, consisting primarily of USNH Guam hospital corpsmen, hosted the party for Guam’s hospital corpsman community. 

Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class (SW) Daniel Lamb, co-chairman of the committee, said he was proud to have been called to be a part of the committee.  

  

“This ball isn't about me. It isn't about any individual here tonight,” Lamb said. "It's about the Hospital Corps and our brothers and sisters who have served alongside Marines and fellow Sailors, who gave their lives to serve and who are the reason we stand today. To be able to represent them is an honor.”  

  

Lamb led the two-bell ceremony that night, carefully tucking boots and a rifle in sandbags and placing a helmet and dog tags over the rifle, in tribute to fallen hospital corpsmen. 

Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (FMF) Adrian Brown said he hopes the ceremony will remind all corpsmen of their legacy and customs. 

  

"It is the history and the legacy of the Hospital Corps that we celebrate tonight," Brown said. "We're celebrating those who passed before us in Vietnam, Korea, and even today in Afghanistan. We're celebrating that legacy, ensuring that they're not forgotten, making sure we don't forget where we come from and the men and women who were the embodiment of the Navy's values of honor, courage and commitment."    

  

The Navy Hospital Corps was established in 1898 during the Spanish-American War. Since then, in addition to the 22 Medals of Honor, corpsmen have been awarded 174 Navy Crosses, 943 Silver Stars, and 1553 Bronze stars. Fourteen Navy ships have been named for corpsmen. 

  

For more information on history of hospital corpsmen or the U.S. Navy, visit http://www.history.navy.mil/.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
