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Soldiers Promote Health, Safety, 
Quality of Life in Palau


By Oyaol Ngirairikl
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (July 7, 2010) – The U.S. Army team currently deployed to Republic of Palau as Civic Action Team (CAT) Palau is making its mark as the first Army team in Palau in a decade. 

The team of 13 Soldiers is from 130th Engineering Battalion, which operates out of Schofield Barracks in Hawaii. The team will remain deployed until late August when they will be relieved by Sailors from Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 11. 
CAT Palau fulfills U.S. Pacific Command's (PACOM) engagement strategy by directing and supporting community construction, apprentice training, medical assistance and community relations programs.

Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey Jasinski, officer in charge, Detachment CAT Guam, which oversees CAT Palau, said that since their arrival in January, the Army team has been a positive presence and has done a remarkable job at executing PACOM CAT program objectives.

“They quickly became fully engaged in all aspects of our mission,” Jasinski said. 

He added that dignitaries from Palau and the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) who met with the Soldiers are “very impressed” with the unique relationship each team member has developed with the local community and the national and traditional leadership of Palau.

“The Army CAT Palau is an awesome team with great leadership and an abundance of talent,” Jasinski said. “They will surely leave a lasting and positive mark as the first U.S. Army Civic Action Team deployed to the Republic of Palau.”

1st Lt. Christopher Gensler, officer in charge of CAT Palau, said while the team has kept busy, he and his fellow Soldiers appreciate the opportunity to make a positive impact on the nation. 

“Being the only U.S. military presence in Palau, we are heavily relied on to partake in almost every event that occurs in Palau,” Gensler said. “I cannot put into words how much involvement the team has had within the community and the development of relationships between the local nationals and even some of the dignitaries in Palau from across the Pacific.”  

The team has supported 5K and 10K runs held by various community organizations, helping to promote fitness and health in the community. Gensler also offers swimming lessons twice a week to Palauan youths, and serves as the assistant coach for the Palau National Olympics swim team, which is preparing for the Micronesian Games that will be held in Palau Aug. 1-10.  

On the medical side of the house, CAT Palau team member Lt. Katrina Gabelko, the team medic, continues to work closely with Republic of Palau health officials to find ways to bring much-needed medical services to residents living at the far ends of the archipelago. She has organized a clinic in Peleliu, a southern island in the Palauan archipelago, which is separated from the main islands of Koror and Babeldaob by about 35 miles. Travel time to the island is about one hour by speedboat. 

Gabelko also has worked closely with Palau Pacific College School of Nursing and has visited schools around Palau to support health education. 

“It’s a real honor to be a part of this team out here in Palau,” Gabelko said. “I’ve had the opportunity to really practice the skills that the Army has invested in me, as well as share them with others in a way that is really making an impact on individual’s lives.” 

The team is also working on several projects at facilities across the island to help support safety.

One of the projects, funded by PACOM, is the construction of a police and fire substation in Ngardmau State. The team has also built more than 300-feet of fencing around Palau High School in Koror State, and has replaced old light and power switches with newer, safer fixtures. 

The team’s apprenticeship program recently graduated three island residents with administrative specialist, mechanic and equipment operator certificates. 

Gensler said the new skill-sets the apprentices gained will help them to improve their own quality of life and also help support Palau’s developing economy and skilled-labor pool. 

“The team, in my eyes, has played a heavy role in shaping and mentoring our apprentices to the standards that we have set in place,” Gensler said. “Their expectations are high and challenging but build a stronger individual that will show diverse traits in their field of expertise through working with U.S. Armed Forces.” 

Lorna Remarii, one of the graduates, said during her training as an administrative specialist with Specialist Shandra Henry, she learned many new skills that will help her find a well-paying job. 

“It’s tough because good jobs are hard to find,” Remarii said. “This certificate means I have the skills to work in an office. But it also means I am dedicated to learning to improve myself and working hard. I think it will definitely help me in finding a good job and even moving up in the future.”  

John Gibbons, minister of Palau’s Ministry of Justice, said the team has made tremendous efforts to support safety in the community and the region through their participation in the Joint Interagency Task Force (JIATF) West Police Training Exercise. 

JIATF West is a PACOM standing task force authorized to use DoD resources to advance regional interagency and multilateral cooperation against illicit drug-related transnational criminal organizations threatening U.S. interests and regional stability. Representatives of police forces from Palau, Republic of the Marshall Islands and Federated States of Micronesia attended the training.

Gibbons said the team’s mentorship with Palau’s youth through the Palau National Olympics Committee, anti-drug programs, educational outreaches at schools, and other programs, will also help ensure a brighter future for the island. 

“The Republic of Palau is grateful for all the efforts of the CAT, especially this first Army CAT to be deployed in Palau,” Gibbons said. “Because Palau has many young men and women serving in the U.S. Army, we feel a special bond with the Army CAT and we hope that an Army team will be included in future CAT deployments.” 

The mission of the CAT program is twofold — providing infrastructure development and humanitarian assistance, and maintaining a positive U.S. military presence. CAT Palau operates out of Camp Katuu, located in Airai State on the island of Babeldaob. 

For more information about civic action teams, visit the PACOM Web site at www.pacom.mil.
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-6114.
