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Armed Services on Guam Celebrate Liberation Day

By Jesse Leon Guerrero
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs

Santa Rita, Guam (July 22, 2010) – The U.S. Armed Forces joined thousands of island residents in celebrating the 66th Liberation Day parade in Hagatna, Guam, July 21.

The parade culminated a range of activities held this month that recognized the island’s liberation from Japanese forces during World War II. July 21 marks the day in 1944 when thousands of service members stormed the beaches at Asan and Agat to recapture the island.

Hundreds of Sailors, Airmen, Soldiers, Marines and Coast Guardsmen marched or drove along the two-mile parade route. The theme for this year’s parade was “Hami Guahan… honoring our heroes,” which means “We are Guam… honoring our heroes.” 

“It feels really good — the lots of love that you get from everybody just walking around the street,” said Staff Sgt. Dwane Samuel, of the Air Force’s 554th RED HORSE 

Squadron. “You see all the different branches together. It feels really good to know that you’re part of something really big. It’s just an awesome feeling, and you can’t beat that.”

Sinajana Mayor Roke Blas said he is grateful to the island’s liberators who helped free his mother and others on Guam during World War II. Blas joined the Marine Corps and fought in Vietnam from 1969-1970 to give back to a nation that has given him so much. 

“No money can buy all this that we have now, knowing that we were liberated by people that lost their lives in doing it,” Blas said. “I honor those people, and that’s one 

of the reasons why I joined the military.”

Airman 1st Class David Harris, 36th Munitions Squadron said the parade gave him a renewed sense of purpose. 

“The parade is pretty cool, but what really struck me is the kids here,” Harris said. “They've been running up to us and asking to take pictures with them. It's things like that that make me appreciate what I'm doing for my country. It gives me even more motivation serve.”

All through the day, military volunteers handed out candy to parade-goers as fellow service members waved to the crowd. 

Gunner’s Mate 1st Class (SW/AW) Francis Cruz, who serves with Maritime Expeditionary Security Squadron 7 (MSRON 7) and is originally from the Guam village of Yona, said he was proud to represent his command and the island. 

“Growing up, we always came down and watched this, and we’d always see military throwing out candy,” Cruz said. “That’s the best part of it. We’re doing the same thing for the kids growing up this time.”

MSRON 7 and other Navy commands including U.S. Naval Base Guam (NBG) Security brought out patrol boats, all-terrain vehicles and other equipment for display while Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 25 and 36th Wing conducted flyovers. U.S. Naval 

Hospital Guam and Submarine Squadron 15 (CSS-15) did their greetings from the top of floats they built. 

Senior Chief Electronics Technician (SS) Harry Newbold, of CSS-15, said the command and local volunteers from their sister village of Inarajan partnered for about two weeks to mold, paint and prepare their submarine float. The float, which was made of plaster and foam covering a metal and wood frame, used a 500-gallon tank of water to spray water continuously over the crowds cheering by the roadside.

“We just try to make it fun,” Newbold said. “We understand it’s hot, so we’re trying to cool everybody off…We’re trying to make a moment for their day, so they don’t forget us.”

Chief Master-at-Arms Vicki Guist, of NBG Security, said she felt honored to be a part of Guam’s festivities. 

“The military and the community are one,” Guist said. “We’re all here together and we support them as much as they support us.”

Along with the military, Government of Guam employees and members of Guam’s nonprofit organizations, schools, and private businesses participated in the 

parade. 
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-6114.
