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Navy on Guam Celebrates 235th Birthday


By Frank Whitman

Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (Oct. 13, 2010) – Sailors, members of service branches and the Navy League of Guam and others gathered at Leo Palace Resort in Yona, Guam, to celebrate the U.S. Navy’s 235th birthday at the annual Navy Birthday Ball Oct. 9. 

 “The United States Navy, stationed in or operating out of Guam, plays a key role in each of the six capabilities that we bring to bear around the world: forward presence, deterrence, sea control, power projection, maritime security, and humanitarian assistance and disaster response,” said Rear Adm. Paul Bushong, commander of Joint Region Marianas (JRM), who was the guest speaker at the event. “Navy Guam deploys frequently across many theaters to support national tasking.”  

Bushong thanked units and individuals who have deployed, including Explosive Ordnance Disposal Mobile Unit (EODMU) 5 disposal technicians who returned to Guam Oct. 13 following seven months in Afghanistan. Bushong also noted the role of EODMU 5 Sailors who remained on Guam as they continued “to enable the fleet to operate in the Western Pacific.”

He mentioned the vital part the Navy on Guam plays in providing logistics support, ship repair and maintenance, communications, and security to the fleet.

 “Many of you also perform outstanding service outside of the bases,” he said, citing the many commands on Guam that volunteer on a regular basis to tutor students at public schools, clean up beaches beach, and collaborate with the island’s villages. “You are vital members of the Guam community, and Guam is an even better place due to you. Thank you for your service to Guam, for your service to the United States Navy and your service to the United States of America.”  

The birthday celebration began with the posting of the colors by the U.S. Naval Hospital (USNH) Guam color guard during which the National Anthem was sung by Chief Builder (SCW) William Hillberg of U.S. Naval Facilities Engineering Command Marianas.

JRM Command Master Chief (AW/SW) Paul Kingsbury, who was the event’s master of ceremony, read a brief history of the Navy that concluded with a summary of the Navy’s current strength. 

“Two hundred thirty-five years after our establishment, the Navy now operates 288 ships and submarines, more than 3,700 aircraft and employs almost 600,000 active and Reserve Sailors, and Navy civilians,” he said. 

Following dinner, the Navy birthday cake was presented as attendees sang “Happy Birthday” to the Navy. The cake was cut by Bushong; the youngest Sailor present, Master-at-Arms Seaman Recruit Seth Thornblade of U.S. Naval Base Guam (NBG) Security; and the oldest Sailor present, Cmdr. Timothy Overturf, JRM chaplain.

Chief Engineman (SW) Mishal Langston of NBG and chairwoman of the Navy Ball committee said the hard work of the organizers paid off. 

“It was definitely a success,” she said. “Without the help of the Navy League and the committee members, it would not have been as fabulous an event as it was.”    

Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class Kyle Johnson of USNH Guam said he enjoyed the night and appreciated the organizers. 

“It’s the first Navy Ball I’ve been to and it looks like a lot of people put a lot of work into it; it’s real impressive,” he said.

Master-at-Arms Seaman (EXW) Mark Barr, of NBG Security, said he enjoyed the opportunity to share the experience with his shipmates.

“We pretty much get together on a daily basis after work,” he said. “Today, it’s good to see each of us in our dress whites. We’re just having a good time.”

The evening also made an impression on Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class Leia DiBiasie of USNH Guam. 

“It’s a great tradition to be a part of,” she said. “I’m grateful to be a part of it.” 
-30-

For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
