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NBG Sailor, Military Working Dog Ready for the Mission Ahead

By Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) Corwin Colbert
Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs
Santa Rita, Guam (Oct. 19, 2010) – Master-at-Arms 3rd Class Daniel Padilla, of U.S. Naval Security Forces, Guam, Military Working Dog Unit, is preparing for his volunteer assignment to Djibouti in the Horn of Africa. Master-at-Arms 2nd Class Brit E295 from the same unit is preparing for the same mission. In fact, both security personnel have been training together, and will work side-by-side.

Brit is a German Shepherd explosive-detecting canine, and Padilla is his handler. They have been together for more than six months and soon will be joining forces in Africa to detect and deter terrorism in the area. 

“I am excited. It is a little different because I am not going alone; I am going with my buddy so I will have someone to play and work with,” Padilla said. 

It is Padilla’s first time to be deployed since he joined the Navy four years ago. Brit, however, has had such assignments in the past. 

“He is a very experienced dog. He has been deployed a few times with a few handlers,” Padilla said. “So when we get out there, I am sure he will show me a few things.”

A native of San Antonio, Padilla said he and his dog have been training for this moment. 

“We spend every day together,” Padilla said. “We train constantly, playing detection games. We also do obedience training where we practice different commands and throw a ball around. It is a lot of fun for him but it is as equally or more important for the job we do. In Djibouti, we will be doing the same counterterrorism routine we are doing here and everything we both learned will be put to the test.”

The base’s security department has been deploying military dogs and their handlers for a while. 

Chief Master-at-Arms (SW/AW/FMF) Mandy Holt, the unit’s Kennel Master and Padilla’s leading chief petty officer said the number of dogs and handlers that are deployed at any particular time depends on the demand. 

“Sometimes we have five dogs out, sometimes we have two dogs out; it all depends on the current situation going on in the deployed area,” Holt said. 

The dogs must go through a training course before they are able to deploy. She said that handlers here are also fortunate to have dogs accustomed to the Guam heat.

“The dogs here are well prepared,” she said. “They have to go through pipeline training in Yuma, Ariz. Most kennels must adjust to heat over in hot areas. Fortunately for our kennels, the dogs are used to the heat so the transition is easier.”

Holt said the U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground, is the only place to train military dogs that are preparing to deploy. The site has three state-of-the–art areas where agencies can train dogs in a realistic, interactive environment.

She said that Brit’s experience, and Padilla’s initiative, determination and work ethic make the pair a great team that will do fine in Djibouti. 

Padilla said he is looking forward to the challenge especially since he knows his “battle-buddy” will help him out along the way.

-30-

For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 339-3209.
