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Naval Hospital Guam Sailors Help 
Resuscitate Local School

Santa Rita, Guam (March 31, 2011) – Sailors from U.S. Naval Hospital (USNH) Guam travelled to the village of Ordot to help with beautification and maintenance projects at Agueda I. Johnston Middle School (AIJMS) March 30.

The Sailors tackled two major projects for the school–repainting their outdoor performance stage that had been worn down during Guam’s rainy season and removing several inoperable air-conditioning units throughout the school.

According to Chief Hospital Corpsman (FMF) Raj Chand, the hospital saw this as an opportunity to help the local community and let the island know that volunteer work is just a part of what it means to be a Sailor.

“We thought it’d be a good opportunity for us to get involved with the community and let the local population that know we’re not just here to work on the base,” Chand said. “We’re actually trying to create a positive relationship with everybody in the surrounding area and on the island.”

Naomi Taitingfong, AIJMS principal, called the event a huge success and said that she is very grateful for the continued relationship the command has had with the school.

“I think that we have a fantastic relationship,” she said. “The Naval Hospital has been very gracious about coming to support the school. They’ve donated their time, their expertise, they’ve provided services [and] they’ve donated school uniforms. They’re really there for us!”

Chand said that the students and teachers were not the only ones to benefit from the community service project–the Sailors could take something away as well.

“It’s something they can feel good about,” he said. “They’ve accomplished something. They came out here, they sweated a little bit and they did something that actually meant something.”

Looking toward the future, Taitingfong said that she knows the school’s relationship with USNH Guam will continue long into the future.

“We hope to have the same kind of relationship we have now–a fantastic relationship,” she said. “It can only get better.”

For more information on USNH Guam, visit the command Web site at http://www.med.navy.mil/sites/usnhguam/Pages/navalhospitalguam.aspx
For more information on volunteer opportunities, see your command volunteer coordinator. 
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For more information, contact the Joint Region Marianas Public Affairs Office 
at (671) 349-3209.
